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Vashington, b, C.

Sir:- .

Referring to Indian 0ffice letter of Maroh 21, 1912,

of ahove reference, requesting a rerort and reconmrendations
as to the following excerpt from the resolufdons PHéSPd at
a conferance of Supervisors on Navajo matters:

"water should be develorad on the Kavajo Ressrvation
wherever pos sible, either by sinking wells, storage,
or the improvement of living water, gpecisl atten-
tion being given to small storage propositions”

I beg to say that the matter was referred to Supsrintendent
of Irrigation H. F. Robinson, who hag charge of irrigation
matters in that vicinity, and a copy of his report is suh-
nitted herewith, to which your careful sattention is invited.

The gantiments expressed in Mr. Robinson‘'s report coin-

cide exaotly with those held by myself, i1.e6., that the con~

tinued expenditure of time and money in improvements which

are never used, and which are permitted to dstsriorate through

lack of attention or indifference on the part of those whose

duty it 1is to attend to such matters, seems, to say the least,

unwisg and inadvisable.
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Mr. Robinson very Jjustly raises the ¢uestion "as to
what extent these small projects will he utilized, and as
to their future care and maintenance", and mentions a num-
ber of instances where small projects have been constructed
in past years which have not been maintained "and which are
not used to any extent to-day.”; and he further says "I be-
lieve that in the case under discnssion that before many of
these small projects are built some assurance be given that
they will be utilized.”

Supervisor Davig, in his letter of transmittal, meniion-
ed in Indian 0ffice letter above referred to, refers to the
practice of thes Papagoes in éouthern Ardizona. Here the
Ind4ans have for generations constructed smell ponds on the
desert near washes or along the principal drainage lines, and
have diverted the flood waters into these ponds, to he nsed
to water stock during the dry period. This impounded water
hag not been used for irrisation purposes at all. It is now,
however, intended, 1f the plans outiined in my report on
"Water NDevelopment for Papago Indians, Pima County, Arizona",
are csrried out, to improve somewhat upon the present system
of ponds, and by increasing their number uge a limited quan-
tity of water to irrigate small garden plots. Your attention
12 invited to this report, and especially to the latter part
beginning on page 23. You will see from the plans outlined
there that the entire gsuccess of the plan proposed depands
upon the co~operation of the Indlans, as it is intended thut

the Indians shall do all the work themselves, rather than

have the work done for them at Government expenge, thus
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