Navajo enéroachmonts
on [opi lands.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
UNITED STATES INDIAN IRRIGATIOQN s

SUPERINTENDENT OF IRRIGATION P
Albuquerque, N. X., M&9-26; 1914,
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.
‘ The Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Washingtoh, D. G. (Through the office of the Chief Engineer).

In connection with the developmant of underground water for the Popi

.%Indians, a condltion of affairs has besn discovered that, unleas corrected,
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3;18 deetined to spoll disaster for these Indiens. - ”*'f’;1‘ j " d
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’I“refer-to_the continued encroachments of the Navajo Indians upon the
' /: ; limited grazing lands and upon the springs and water holes that belong

S rightfully to the Hopis.

" The Hopi Indians have a roservation about 70 miles iong from north to
°outh and 55 miles from aast to west, containing 3863 squure miles,

) '
ATbey llve‘in nine towns in the south central part of this area. Thoy

have no agricultural landu, strictly spealiing, as this area is very arid
and there is no irrigable or irrigated land in the entire resorvation
other than tiny plats of a few acres in a-gresate area under various springs

that give a very meagre flow of water. Sone corn and a fov beans are grom

dry farming, utilizing the sand beds that hold the moisture a little

longer'than does the other soil.

They have considerable flocks of shhop which they have for years past
grazed nsar the mesas on which their villages are situated and nuch of the
balance of their reservation has not been grazed over bacause of the scenty
water and.tha fact that their flocks wer= srall,

With the davelorment of water by wells and improving the springs, and
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“kwgnesas and prevent thom by force, from grazing thoir flocka on thoir_own 'f;f 

the natural increase of their flocls, together with the wornout condition

of the grazing near their mesas, they now desire to move out further with
theiriflocks, and find that the thrifty and pushing Navajos have prosmpted
fhgirfland and water and by gradual but continued encroachments hag hormed
££e@ iﬁ, and their area is mow so restricted that they are 6nly ablp to

work out a very short distance before they encounter the flocks of the lav-

'45ajoa with their aggroseivo disposition, wk. drive the Hopia baol foward‘fhe'

‘:landa which have been nroomrtod and are now oocupiod by thair noighbors and

ennamies.
The accompanying map shows by an irregular line dravm around the mesas
~ :

and towns, the presenf limit of the range of the Hopis. Along the edge

of’phiQHArea is a neutral zone which is occupied at times by both pesopls,

- but beyond this the Hopis are not allowed to go., and unless the Department

will step in and force the Navajos back the Hopis will not be able to bstter

their condition in any way, for they cannot hops to increase their cultiva-
tion, and thelr main dependance will of necessity be upon their flocks.

Their range is now so restricted and overcrowded that it is already eaten

out and a single year of drowth would be fatal to a larme proportion of their
sheop, a#d great suffering would ensue, To make the matter worse, it
seems as though the government was assisting the Navajos to crowd the poor
and peaceful Hopi to the wall, for I am informed that there has been some

300 allotments of Navajos made within the boundaries of the Hopi reservation
and many of the se allotments include the oood springs, and most of the avail-
able water in the reservation, and even should the Navsjos not resort to

force, as they have done, to prevent the Hopi flocks from using the grazing
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to six laches, and the evaporation from -mter ls perhap: ninety,

. his character. Hopl, In their own language, danotes "peaceful®, He ls

:"hfraid:bf‘thé swaggoering, bluostsring Navajo, and the Navajo doapises bhix,

-5~
land, the fact that thsr cceupy and control tha snt.r holes an' s rinrs " .
would be sufficient, as the control of the water naturally pives aontrcl
of all the surroundin~ country.

They ars now restricted to an area of about 530 sjuare niles of the 3,863
square miles that is in their reservation and which ons would naturally
suppose helonged to them, or about 4%, This aral:zed further renns
that there is about 169 acres io each Popi, f which, parhana, one half 1s bars
rock or sand dunes that will not grow prasa or anrthins elsa that is food for

Btocks This ia in a country where the mann annunl rainfall is from three

s a Wt e

It would appear that the situation 1s one that mearits nome acticn and
immediate attention frem the Offics, becauss the situstion is continually

growing worse. The characteristics of the Hopl will causs hin to auffer

in silence, andin his canacity for accepting punishment and opprasalon quietly

and submissively is far in advance of the Quakers., Hims namm indicates

ag the word "Moki" is from the !'avajo name for them, which taing interpre- ii.
ted means "A dead one",

They have come to Foreman FWorsok of this sorvice and talkad the matter .
over Qith him, and they have talked with me. Whan told that they should
go to the Superintandent at Keans Canyon, ther will drearily and hopelessly
say thet "i’ is no u.e, tha Superintendent will not help un, The Government
will do nothing, and in the mean time the Navajon take mnothar apring and a
11ttle more prass land. I4{ the Covernmant wants to halp ua why does it

allot our land and o1* cpringns to the Navajes, and back them up in overy

quarrel"?
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SETEIL CED AT

Nith the axception of a few individuals th~y are hopeless in the matter,

and feel that thev are heing crowded to the wall, a the only ray of lipght
or hope thev have, has been given them by our service in developing addition-
al water for threnm.

As to the remedy --- I have none to offar, as there are rany things in
connection with the admirnistration of the affairs of these Indians that T f ;
anm not acquainted with, I only know thrat it apnsara that they are being
driven to tha wall, and nead help.

I would howevar, offer the followinp nurpentions,

I undaratand that the allotmants =ade thae lavajos have rnot besen aporoved.
If this i3 the cass I would sugrert that tliey be cancelled.

rﬁouth of the present Navajo and Fopl Fenervations is a tract of land
on which aoms ilavajos now live. In this tract ars a nurhar of springe
owmed, I bslieve, b Chas I, Day, which have bean offered for asale to the
Indian serviae or the use of tho Indians, and regarding which I rade a re-

port some time since,

I would suggest that these springs be acquired, I would furlher sug- . ;(A¢q¢fJ¢,"
gest that the reservation be extended to cover these sorings. I would then

endavor to exchange with the A, T. and §, P, Ry. Co. the slternate seotions

omed by the government immediately adjoinine the track for the ones owned by t
the rallroad in this particular section, thet the Indians night have a solid
body of land that they oould range over without the danger of the railroad

leasing thair holdings to catlle men or sheep men who would, naturally, over

run ths ertiras country.

The ‘avajcs ocoupying the land irrediataly around the Hopi Villages

a-d which s noeedad by the Hopia, should be moved off and riven in liou

this land with its epringoe and good rrazing, - and it la mich Ddetter grasing
‘< » b 14 P
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land than that thay now occupy - and in this way both the Navajos and Hopis
wculd bs benefitted in the ldang run.

Ag the Navajos are rapidly increasing in nunmbers and their flocks are
also increasing, it will be but a short time before they would again encroach
upon the Hopis, and the “apartment would have to bs vigilent to prevent
their return. The Navajos will soon noed additional land and water for their
increase, as the Hopis do now, and the plan suggested offers the most prac-
ticable solution I can nc  se for the prasent needs of both.

Tks conditions now exiating cannot lonp continue, and the sooner that

fact 1s recornized and steps taken tc mettle tho matter, the better it will

naturally be for all concerned.

Very reapectfully,
~_

Superintendent of Irrigation.




