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Lake Reservolr and 1rrigation system on the Navajo Reservatidh;<il,
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g?qlosing a memorgngum by Supervisor Rosenkranz. regarding‘
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of the same, and | éskinﬁthat 1 give you a moXe detalled statemant';t“*

1

of tne situation. -

HISTORY of »roject.

Red Laxe 1s sltuated about 1F mlles nortn of Fort De-
filance Arlzora, the greater pa't of 1t lylng in New Mexico, the
balance 1in Arizona, It 18 a wet weather lake, rartly natural and
oartly artificial.
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.About 1885, a dyke was bullt across the lower end of: thé“ﬁid ““'&
lake foriaing a reservelr; a dam was tullt ceross Blacx Creck and
a d1t01 congstructed to carry ail the water of this strean intrto the

laxe.
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A ditch was bullt on elther slde of Blacyk Creekx to irrlgate
lands lylng below the lake in the vailey, but 1in its imnedlate
vicinity. Shortly after the construction of the diversion dam
. it went out and had not been replaced at the tinme of my lnvestlga-

tion 1in 1904. & revort was .ade at that tine and recommendations
that the oroject be put in oreration.

Red Lake and black Creek togetier have about 250 sq 11e miles
of dralnage area and the runoff 1s ev*imated at from 30 to 45 thou-
sand acre feet,

Red Lake has a ca acity, as rebullt, of 4,275 acre feot.
\_
About 1906 Suverintendent of Irrigation Butler rebullt the di-
versior. dam and ¢id some worx on the system,

In 1009 the Sumerintendent in charge of this reservoetion re-
quested thls department to oput the system in shipe agaln as he
intendend to vut a farmer at this rlace and utilize the water on
the lands under the syster.
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The ditch system was repalred and put in shape to carry water
and some other minor repairs made at a total cost of $ 1,005.06.
No use was made of the water or of the land under these dltchee, and .
and no farmer was stationed there,
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: { Since that date the Indians have utllized the waters of the
f rescrvolr by turning it loose in Black Creek sand picking it up be-
S low. .The losses are great as the stream haus a wide eundy bed

‘and tne water is carried for miles, ) |

l i o Upon representation of Superintendent Faquette eurly in April
L e of 1013, that it was not yractlicable to use the lands wnder the .
b ~ lake for lack of surervislon, but that a considerable srea of good

& - lend was avallable within a mlle of the agency which could be.1r-. .
b ‘ . Tlgated by water diverted from Black Creek, this office sent an
e ‘qd}gengineer there to make a survey for a ditcn. When the request .. >fﬂ4m
;ﬁgéxﬂgag*ja ‘was made by Mr, Paquette, he stated that he had some funds ‘and:that o fv#
I S theditch could be constructed by Agency employees and’ Indian labor *
o in payment for yhe 1issue of wagons and implements.

( , It 18 practicable to bulld this ditch, but 1t 1s a great loss
to convey the water down the bed of BlackX Creckx for a distance of
13 miles or more whenithere 1s a good body of land immedlately
under the reservoir where the water would have to be carried about |
i 100 yards before 1t was rut on the land, and where tho ditches
% had a maximum length of about 2 miles.

fiu ' § I do not csre to criticlze any one, but 1t seems to me tnat

o ' :'better use could be made of the profect if it was utllized as

rlanned and constructed for.

TUBA.
With regard the work at Tuba mentloned by Mr Rosenkrank

will say that as scon as I have a man avallable, and the weather

1s a little .warmer, the work of repalring the Moencopi Wash Dam
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will be attenr-ed.

rery truly,
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Surerintendent of Irrigation.
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