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L Is H 

, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

U N I T E D  STATES I N D I A N  I R R I G 4 T I O N  SERVICE 

SUPERINTENDENT OF IRRIGATION 

Albuquerque, C. bL , A u p e t  5 ,  19E. 

The O o d s a i o n e r  of Indian Af'faire, 

Naehington, D. C. 

(Through t h e  o f f  iao of t h e  Chief h g i n s e r )  . 
8I.r: 

I am in r e a e i p t  of your ina t ruo t ions r  s e n t  through t h e  Uhief Engineer 

under data of J u l y  25, 1912 numbered and i n i t i a l e d  aa above dire&% k t  

I send one of my well d r i l l i n g  o u f f i t a  into the oouniq ind iaa tod  ae having 

1 .  been mllo t t ed  - being lands  i n  Topmehips 25, 26 , 27, 28 and 29 N o r a ,  Ranges 

8, 9 and 10 East ( ~ i l a  and SolO River Baoe and Ler id ian) ,  - and dotormine whother 

water a m  be developed f o r  domoatio and s tock purpoaos and f o r  t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  of  

mall gardens. 

Before oending i n  tha, rig ,  I wish t o  r e p o r t  to t he  offioe t h a t  th ia  p 

t i c u l a r  land i s  some of t h e  most ba r ren  and broken land land i n  t h a t  por t ion  

of t h e  country, and much of it has been coverod wi th  a lava flow. A s  a h o m  

Ln t h e  r e p o r t  of Superviaor Baeaom Johneon, there i s  no l i v i n g  water i n  t h e  

whole d i s t r i a t  exceping t h e  L i t t l e  Colorado River and Tappan Springs. 

To move a r i g  the re  overland a die tanao of between 150 and 200 miles  

would be a a o s t l y  p iece  of work, and I be l iov  t h a t  m examination of  t h e  

ground ahould bo mde by a geo log i s t ,  if poasible  , before suah a utap  i a  M e n ,  

I underetand t h a t  Prof. H. E. Gregory, of tho  %clog ica l  Survey has n o t  q u i t e  

f in i shod  tho 50zk he ha8 boen doing i n  this sootion,  and t h a t  he oxpected to 

r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Navajo Country this aunmor, provided the  appropr ia t ion  b i l l  goto  

through i n  time +,o a l low it. 



t o  i nves t i ga t e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  aeotion, whioh i a  about 27 milea long and 18 

mile a wide. 

h aould be auoompaniod by a m n  who would make investigations a t  the earn I I 
time of p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of d l  tanks o r  rese rvo i r s  on these various al'lotmentm. / 1 

The t h o  oonaumsd and t h e  ooet o f  noving the r ig  to  t h i s  f i e l d ,  not to i 

mention t he  damage to  the  rig from being taken aoroae oountry, and ovor miles whero 

there i a  no road would be muoh greater than it would t o  have an exunixmtion made. 
\ 

by an expert who oould poeitively say whether it would be poaeible to reaoh water 

a t  any reasonable depthe, 

(. 
I aould thera fore  reoomend t h a t  aome oompetont geologi,at be aen t  to kha 

f i e l d  t o  make tho oxamination. 

Until I hear from the Offioe I will not e t a r t  a r i g ,  RE the; are all buoy 

now i n  the bpi and Savajo countries.  

Very truly, 

7: ---.--.- . - . 
----I___ 

Superintondent of irrigation. ---'----,... 


