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REFORT OF BASCOM JOHNCGCN, January, 1912,

i e il o

SPECIAL PINDINGS CONGERNING PARTICULAR SRTTT.EMENTS
OF NON-RFSERVATION BAVAJOS.

- SSAIHZEY TENDULIYN 3H1 L 8EINC

COCONIBO BASIN.

The report of Inspeotor W. M. Tipton, male January
27, 1910 (Bnaoial Agent's file, box 185), oorreotly aaagribadﬁ
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'the allotnenta oonplmted by Speoial Allotting Agent George A.

Keepere in January, 1909, off of the Wastarn ilavajc Reserva-
tion Juet west of the Little Coloredo River, mouth of the ’
line betwsen townships 29 and 20, north of the line btatween E

township: £4 and 25, and east of the line bYetroon ranges 7
and 8. Thewse allotmente have never been ocoupied by th§4

Indians to whom they wore allotted during the winter but only

during tho months of April, May, Juno and July, and not even

then continuously or exclueively. These Indisns live the g
rest of the year upon a high mesa known ag Zith-ala-py, or

the Cray Mesa, which breaks of’ Jjust weat of the Little Colo~ %

raldo River betwneen tovmships 30 and 31 and extende r 5 south~
~o°terlv direotioﬁ until it merges in the morthern fuothille
.;f the San Frinoisco range. About 120 Indisns live on this
mosa dueing thes aforesaid period, 97 of which were allotted
by Mr. Keopere and £3 of which have never receive! allotments.

This mera is entirely included within the Tusayan KRational

Forest. The Indiane have received a general permit from
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the Forest Service to graze about 42 sectionz of this land

which emrbraces the point of the mesa and extends southwesterly
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anlong 1te course for six or seven mliles. (Sce map attaohed

.S

to Exhibit P.) They have bduilt a number of tanks to catoh
and store rain water whioh were oconatruoted without tools

or applianocee apd the 4irt oarried in blankats. In confer-

ring uith ozports in {ank bnilding and in the oonnorvation

vrdTs AL g e,

“Mand protoation of watar I am thoroughly 00nvinood ttnt all

{ the water nooded to maintain these Indians the year round
could be ntored in eimilarly constructeliitanks plased at

proper intervils. The present cuprly of water gives out

about April 10 every ycar, for the rearon that the tanks

are not large enough and rRleo are not protected from evapo- ;
ration, ceopsge ~nd other waste. (I attach pictures of some

of the tanke marked Xxhibit ).

Another settlement of thece Indinns which Kr.
Keepers either overlooked or did -ot have time to sllot,
roscides at Red Moun.acin 4n the lower Cooonino Basin, wvhich .
/ is situatod on the rim of the !i-tle Coloradd River north :

of the Gray Mesa snd about one thouennd feet lower. This

community coneiste of eighty-eix more Indiane who are af-
f1liated with the Gray Mesn Indinns by marringe and blood.

Twenty of there Red Xountain Indians have reocived allotmernts

RS

and the balsnce are unallotted. (For a cencur of the unallot-

ted Indianc 11/ing at Gray Mesa and Rei lountain see Exhibit

D hereto attached.
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I tock the tectimony of all the leading men of both
of these bands on the ground and many otherr besldes, & con-
dencation of which is sttnched hereto as Exhibit E. The sub-~
stance of this testimony is that these Indians have resided
in the ocountry west of the Little Colorado River for twenty
miles snd gouth of the Grand Canyon for an equal distanoce

ginos they were born and their paronts before thsm with the

Eit Carson in 1883 and his transfer of them to Bosgque Redondo
in New Mexico, from which they graduslly drifted westward
back to thedr present locstions about the time that the first
white mea began to come into this country. Thie history is,
I believo, trustworthy and entirely constotent with the sin-
cere beliof of the whitos that those Indians drifted off o{
the rezervation, ap they apparentl; did. The original ocou-
pation of thig Grand Canyon country west of the Little Colo-

rado River by the Navajos is borne out by their well-known

lcgend that the San Francisco mountain originally conotituted
the western boundary of the Bavajo gountry, which war con-
sidersd ar bounded by four well-known mountains. Thie legend

is universally believed and 1e always shown in their znd point-

: ings, of which ¥r. %otherill, at Marsh Paec, necar the Utah
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lins, hat 8 remsrkadble collection. The Indiane state that

owing to the encroachment of the white stockmen they have

been gradually presced back to the lande they are now ococu-
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pying, and that their grazing habits hsave boen as they now
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.exgopiion of .Len or fiffeen years after their xwounduwp by .. . .
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: arc for several generstions; namely, to ocoupy the highlands g
§ ]
where there is good range and plenty of wood to keep fhem %
warm in winter and to descend intu the valley to the east and =

S

southeast along the Little Colorado River during the spring

and summer where they remain until August and September. They

stated that they informed Mr. K eepers at the time he made

the allotmente above reforred to that they prefsrred to heve
S ghed s1lotmente ‘on ‘the winter ranges; but thot Hr. Yeepsrs

for some reason failed to ocomply with their request. I sug-
gost. that the probable reason of Ur. Keevers' action, contrary
to the wishes of the Indians, was that the land that they de-
givred allotted to thenm was within the National Forest, and

there wag no law at that time which pe-=itted allotmznle to

be made 4in National Poresnts. However, there i no doudbt

in ry mind that 4f allotm ntes nre to be mode thay should be
at lcuet
madc 1n partinl compliance/vith the original requents of

the Indisns and that the present allotments are not valuabdble

to the Indisntc except for small portione of the year, both

by reamson of the fact that the forage theroon is oxhausted

by midsummer and because of the lack of permanent water. The
only permancent woater aside from the river within the territofy
tributary to these allotmente in Tappan S:rings, located with-
in 2 mile and 2 half of the river, not far from Tenncrs Crossing
in T. 29, R. § There ic no good grazing land within reach of o

this epring and its value for stock purposes is ol slight 1m-

portance for that reason. The river, although it usually runs .
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dry by the first of June, is always a cource of waler eup-
ply to the Indiuns by digping shallow wells 1in its bed, and
the lund 2long both banks of the river 1e valnidle to them
for raising small petchee of corn and melons where it has

overflowed ite brnks. %The jood grazing land does not begin

for from si< to ten »ilee west of the river and the only

“1g° EHe conatruotion of tank.eh or BmlJ reserv“1m for the ool—-
leotion of rain water. As the summer rainy season does not
begin until July 2nd ae the supply of valuable forage 18
exhrneted or greatly depleted by that time by the combined
grazing of white and Iniisn saheop and the Indians return
ghortly thereafter to their winter ranges, the witer that is

uged on these summsr rangee must be collected from the winter

raine and gnows. HNo trnk wae Tound west of this six-mile limit 1

conctructed and ovned by Indians and, in fact, the only tank
within that territor; wnioh is within -each of the western
central allotments made LY Mr. Keepers is a tank known as
"Poverty Tank" located in Section 287, T. 28, R. 8 E., now

ovned by M4r. Robineon, caehier cof a8 bank at Flagstaff. This
tenk the Indlans have heretofore used, sometimes with and
eometimee without the permiseion of ite owvners And this

fact, together with the claim by one of the Indispr of own-
ership by allotment of Tappan Springs hae congtituied the chief
source of irritation and conflict between theere Iniians and

the whites. If any of the allotments are to be approved here,
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E:__,latrcengly desire hip purphase,.or.the. sonstruction.of.a

t*at were made by Mr. Keepers, it ie necessary that "Poverty
Park™ be purrhussed for the Indisne or a tank of equal size

and orpaocity bYe oonstructed nesr by. 1 trina, on several

» SIAIHOYY TVNOILYN 3HL 1Y C3In00dd3Y

ooccagions, to get Mr. Robinson to cay that lho would sell
*Poverty Tank" but he always refusad *o do so, but ! underw 4
stand that "Poverty Tan): has recently wrshed out and that |
Hr. Robinson is now willing to sell the site. The Indians

similar tank near by under Government supervision and reserved
for the free and common use o0i 81l these Indians. The purchase
of this tank, or the construction of & similar one, was, in
fact, made a8 condition precedent to an agreement by thene
Iniians in council sssembled to withdraw their sapplications

for allotment west of the lime Sétween ranges 8 and 9. ‘The
agreement referred to wac one made after going over the whole
situation with the Indians on the ground and in & council at
Leupp and wac drawn Gp at Flagstaff and sutmitted to and

signed by the most of the members of the Northern Arizona

Sheepmen's Associstion and the moro important members of the
Northern Arizona Cattlemen's Asroociation. The agreement is

attached hereto as Exhibit F, and presents a solution of the
difficulties between Indisne and whitesmen in this territory

which 18 satisfrctory to both parties snd to the representa- ; 

tives of the Indian Righte Association who accompinied {he

investig ting party, as well as the attorney in faect for these

Undians, Mr. ¥. R. Johnston. This agreemert war made binding
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on both purtiee pending the final settlement of the question

by the Government and hae been, I bvelieve, lived up to by both
parties theroto from ite dste, May b, 1911. It involves the
allotment of th. ninety Indiane above desoribed who have not
heretofors regeived an allotment and the reallotment of cer-
tein Indiens who have s(riued to withdraw their applications
wést of a certsin liné ind doated. thorein.} ;f taie agreemént
Azs bibpféd by the Governmenf, it will be nocéasrﬂy to 5;%4
to locuats and supsrvise the building of ts.ks fbr the storage
of water and 1t wonld be of great tenefit to him if he were
fani” isr with juafing and water coniitiont in this country.
BubJect tc the adoption of the Pernit System sug-
gested by me in the body of this report, I recomwsend tha+
uuch en rgont be sent into this countrr to carry cut any
program agread upon. The agreement aYove rererred to oon-
templates on the part of the Tndisns the approval of all the
ellotments west of the line betwe.n Townshipe B ¢7d 9. 8o
far as the white sheep and cattlerra ate concernsd, they
would be: better pleased 1f all the sllotmente made by Hr.
Keagpers wcre disapproved and the Indians reallotted on their
winter ranges. I d0 not believe that the Indians would raise
strenuous ubjection to such a reallotment of grazing lands
if water is developed on their winter rangee sufficient to
last them the yodor around. And this, 1 believe, after con-

sultation with experts in tank building and water conservation,

can be done. The country which the Indians grage on the Gray
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-0f all gheep and goats (approximately 856 £) ~ro under six

for iaig condition, the area per cheep 18 about five aocres

:per year. The .ndians are noc., hownaver, using this country

3e

S Ginaiad

Mepa under pormit from the Forest Service containe approximate-

ly £6,000 rneree; and the recorde of the foreet rsnger who

counted the cheoep is that 7,000 Irndisn sheop ocoupy this asreu
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during eight months of the year. This is on the basis of one
sheep to ov.ry 3.7 soros per year, alihough the burden on the
range 15 actually lees thsr thim, beca.pe a ocertain jroportion

Q

end-therefore breast-fod, .. Making corrcotion:

more then eight monthe so that another sorreoction is nooed-

sary which increases the forage per sheo; to an amoumt equal

to thrt contained on seven acres. The forag: on this mesa
iekof fho tirst quality and is rhted‘by Porest Supervisor

Smith at Willlamse, Ariszona, who has chiarge of  his forest,

au capable of supporting one sheep per year for every tix sores.
In order %> provide a anrgin to allow for inorsase in ctock

and for ‘ecoreape in forsgs due to dry yesars, I would rocom-
mend thot a range Zor at loaet 3,000 of these 7.000 theep

and goats be providea for vhese Indlans elsewhere 8o ae to
relieve this range for 8 portion of every year, thereby af- ?
fording the necessary rest for recuperation and reseeding.

This csn be done in entire harmony with the present habits

of these lndians by purchasing "Foverty Tsnk™ or by building Q“_ x

a 8imilar tank at some point in the csnter of the best graxing
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land near vhere Mr. Xeepers made the sllotments (and allotiting
2 certain nortior of theee Tniiansg i1he publie domain seotions
surrounding this .ank.)
theldand surrcunding this tank, thic tank site should not be
tllutted to wa 1ndivicual, dut 16 allotted at all, allotted
+6 the ocomrunity oxr malc¢ an Indian rerervation, or in any
event kept perpetually frae and-open to 2’1 of those Iniians
Hdoentaney ™" M »a81¥ 080 “onot

tiiace sllotments can if necosasry he leased by these Indians

veadknd LN e

ag 18 Lsing dons by certair oy the Wew Mexico Navajos, or the
Rovernmoat car purchace these sectione for the Indiang.
i1irst-clac+ tank of the oige of'ﬂPoverty Tank" ¢an be oon-

- strooted for fror $600 to 1,000, 1f the Indians were paid
for their lab - aad for coﬁaidarably leas 1f thedr offer'tc}
wor¥ for nothi-g under Gcvoarnmont snpervieién and with Gov-
ermment tools is acocaptad
for graging round it an area five miles in oircumferonce, or
50,000 acres, or enough to accommodate comfortably 4,000
shesp per year, or I2pD00 shaep for the three or four months

of spring and sumw r, during which these Indianr have hereto-

fore occupied thic country.

made by Mr. Xeepers which iz more thsn five miles fron water
during this peri.l.
in or near good grazing country sre within reach of such water

excert the 35 tributary to "Poverty Tank", wtich the Indisns

CV-6417-20
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Fbrtever plan is adopted aouserning
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Such & tank would make avoeilsbhle

In no event s I in favor of approving any =2z1lotment
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At present none of the alloilmente loaated
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are not now able to ues, and until "Poverty Tank" is made
available be lesege or purchase for Indian use or other water
possibilities are diecovered and developed, none of the aliot-
ments should be approved. Before sny of these allotments
can be approved the legal question must be determined a8 tp
whether these indisne themselves or through thsir husbands,

R parents or guardians have complied with the provieion nff the

4 e L racmiring :getblement, . ainoe they.. haw JeVAT; oocnpiep.

/;:' o these allotments continuoualy or oxclusively, but at the boat

have made them sn occasion2l hsedguarters during a portion
of each year. There is room for allotment of 160 Indians on
the Gray Mesa within the territory now used by the Indians
; under permit from the Powest Service if 1§0 acres of grazing

S " 1and are given to each Indiany but, as above ststed, there

18 aotuslly barely room for the 120 now there, 8o that not

<o Mttt e s

to exceed that number of allotments should ever be made within

this territory. The Red Mountsin Indisns have ample pasturage
for their approximately 6,000 sheep, but have heen sccustomod

o Siadad s Lan s etberin,

to migrate south to the neighborhood of "Poverty Tank" and
Tappan Springs because they were not able to get or keep
enough water in their tanks at Red KHountain to last them
during the dry spell from Aptil to July. There sre many
feasible tank sites in the Red Mountain country. The Indians

have 1abvoriously constructed some fourteen or more small

ones. With proper imstruction and tools the tanks at Red

Mountain and Gray Mesa can be greatly inoreased in number,
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sizo and ospacity, sand erough water collected and retained

to last thewr through the dry ceagcn. The country over which

the Red Kountain Indians are sosttered and graze their stook:

exrluding that within the Hational Porest ie é.pprox:lnatn]_.y-

“#0 miles long and five miles wide, or 70,000 acres, or: 11.7_

acree per sheep. ’I’ho qnality ot tho forage is tair and lrnt-

o R ——

fioiont tc eupport the preeent stock now there.
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