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REPORT OF BASCOM JOHW<ON, January, 191%.

SPECIAL TINDINGS CONCERUINT PARTICUTAR SETTIT.RMENT:
0¥ NON-RESERVATICN HAVAJOS.

CCOCONIND BASIN.

The report of Inspeotor W. ¥. Tipton, made Junuary
£7, 1910 (Specisl Agent'e file, box 183), correctly described
the allotments completed by Speciel Allotting Agoent George A.
Keerere in January, 1909, off of the Testern Nevajo Reserva~
tion Just west of the Little Colorado Ziver, south of the
line between townghipas 29 snd 30, north of the line between
townehip: 24 and 25, snd east of the line betwoen ranges 7
and 8. These allotmentc have never been occupied b7 the
indiang to whom they wore allotted during the winter dut only

during the!months of April, May, Jure and July, and not even

rest of the year upon & high mesa known ag Zith-ala-py, or

the Gray iesa, which breaks off just west of the Little Colo~

rado River betveen tovnshipe 30 and 31 and sextends in a south-
wecterly direction until it merges in the northern foothills

of the San Frincisco range. About 120 Indians live on this

moss dueing the aforesaid period, 97 of which were allotted

by Mr. Keopers and £2 of which have never receive! allontnments.
This meoa is entirely included within the Tusayan NHational

Forest. The Indiane have received a3 general permit from




R Yok

i .
>ty

the Forest Cervice to graze sbout 42 sections of this land
which embr:2oes the point of the mesa and extends southwesterly
eleng ite course for six or seven miles. (Soe map attached
to Exhibit F.) They have built a8 number of tanks 4o catch
and store rain water which were congtructed without tools
or arpliancee and the dirt carried in blankets. 1In confer-
ring with experts in tank building and in the comservation
and protection ¢f water I arm thoroughly convinced that all
the water needed to meintein those Indiens the year round
could be stored.in £imllarly constructedttanks pleced at
proper intervile. The present cupply of water gives out
atout April 10 every year, for the reason that the tanks
are not large enough and 3leo are not protected from evapo-
raetion, ceepage snd other waste. (I attach pictures of some
of the tanke marked Exhibit ).

Another gettlement of thece Indiiane which Mr.
Keepers elther overlooxed or did -ot have time to allot,
recides at Red Mountain #n the lower Coconino Basin, which
is situated on the rim of the Ti-tle Coloradé River north
of the Gray Mesa and about one thousand feet lower. This
cormunity consistc of eighty-six more Inliespe who are af-
fillated with the Gray Xess Inldans by marriage and blood,
Twenty of thege Red Mount2in Indians hsve received allotments
and the balsnce are unallotted. (For 2 censur of the unallot-
ted Indians 1living at Gray Mesa and Rei Mountain see Exhidit

D hereto attached.
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I tick the testimony of a2ll the leading men of both
0f thése bands on the ground anéd many others besides, a con-
derpsation of which is attached hereto as Exhibit E. The sub~
stancs of this testimony is that these Indians have resided
in the country west of the Little Colorado River for twenty
miles and south of the Grand Canyon for an equal distance
since they were born and their parentes before them with the
excep.lion of ten or fifteen years after their reoundup by
Kit Carson in 1863 and his transfer of them to Bosque Redondo
in Few Mexico, from which they gradually drifted westward
back o thedr present locgetions about the time that the first
white men begun to come into this country. This history is,
I Vbelieve, trustworthy and entirely consistent with the sin-
cere belicf of the whites that these Iniians drifted off of
the reservation, as they apparently did. The original ocou-
pation of this Grand Canyon country west of the Little Colo-
rado River by the Navajos 18 borne nut by their well-known
legend that ths Ssan Francisco mountain originally constitnied
the western boundary of the Navajo mountry, which was con-
sidered as bounded by_four well-known mounteins. Thie legend
is universally believed ard is always shown in their and paint-
ings, of which dr. Wetherill, at Marsh Pass, near the Utah
line, has a remarkable collection. The Indians state that
owing to the encroachment of the white stockmen they have

been gradually pressed back to the lande they are row occu-

Pying, 2nd that their grazing habits have been as they now
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are for sever:2l gensrations; namely, to occupy the highlends

vhere there is good range and plenly of wood to keep thenm

warm in winter and to descend into the valley to the east and
southeast along the Little Colorado River during the spring
ané summer where they remain until Aaguct and September. They
steted thst they informed Mr. K e epors at the time he made

the allotments ehove referred to that they preferred to have
their allotments on the winter ranges, but that Mr. Xeepers
for some reason failed to comply with thelr request. I esug-
gest. that the probable resagon of Ur. Xeepere' action, contrary
to the wiches of the Indians, was that the land that they de-~
cived allotted to them was within the National Forest, and
there wag no law at that time which permitted gllotments to

be mede in NWation2l Foregts. However, there is no doudbt

in my mind that 1f allotmrnts 2re to be made thay should be
made 1in partial complinncg?ii%gaige criginal rejuests of

the Indiens and that the present allotments are not valusble
to the Irdians except for small portions of the year, both

by reason of the fact that the forage thereon is exhausted

by midsummer and because of the lack of permanent water. The
only perminent water agide from the river within the territofy

tributary to these allotmente in Tapran Sorings, located with-

in 2 mile and a half of the river, not far from Tanners Crossing

in T. 29, R. 9. There is no good grazing land within reach of

this spring and its vnlue for stock purposes is of slight im-

portance for that reason. The river, although 1t usuaily runs
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8 dry by the first of June, is always a source of water sup-

ply to the Iniiuns by digaing shallow wells in its bed, snd

the land alorz ueth hanks of the river 1e vrlusble to them

for raisins emall ostchee of corr and melons where iV has

. -

L overflowei 1%e bunks. The ool grazing land does not begin
for from cix to ten miles west of the river and tho only

poseibility for water asidoe frew the river snd Fapran Sorings

ie tho construction ¢f tanke or small reservoirs for ithe col-
\
lection of rain water. Ae the summer rainy seecon do¢a not

bagin uatil July znd aa the supply of valuable forage i@

'ﬁ exheusted or graatly depleted by that time by the combined

=

raszing of wnite and Indisn shesp and the Indians return

£ & D

shortly thereafter to their wsinter ranges, the water that is
uged on theee sumser ranges wueh be collected frowm the winter

raine 2nd snows. Ho tank wze Tound west of this six-mile 1limit

s Rl

R

constructed and owrsd by Inliams znd, in £2¢%, the only tank

‘within that territory whick ie¢ wituin -each of the western

central allotments made by Mr. Keepers is & tank known as
"Poverty Tank'" located in Section 27, T. 28, R. 8 E., now E
ovned by Mr. Robirson, cachier of a2 bark at Flasgetaff. Thie -
tank the Indians havs heretofore used, sometimes with and

i eometimes w#ithout the permiseior of its owners And this

] fact, together with the claim by onc of the Indiaps of own- o
ership by allotment of Tapvan Springs has constituted the chief

gsource of irritation 2ni conflict between these Indians and 3!

the whites. If any of the allotments are to be approved here, o

’
]
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‘ that were made by Mr. Keepers, it is necessary that "Poverty :; ' o

Tank" be purchased for the Indisns or & tenk of squal size
and capacity be constructed near by. I tried, on several
occaasions, to get kEr. Robinson to say that he would sell
"Poverty Tank" but he always refused to do so, bt I under-
; stand that "Poverty Tenk has recently washed out end that

i% dr. Robinson is now willing to sell the site. The Indisns
| strongly desire this purphase, or the conetruction of s

similar tank near by under Government supervision and reserved

z for the free and common use of all these Indians. The purchase
of this tank, or the conctruction of & similar one, was, in
' .i ‘ faet, made 8 condition precedent to an agreewent by these

Indiians in council assemblod to withdrsw their applic2tions

for allotment west of the 1line botweea rsnges 8 and 9. The

agreement referred to wac one mads after going over the whole
}i situation with the Indiace on the ground and in & council at
3 Leupp and was drawn #p a8t Flagstaff end submitted to and
signed by the most of the members of the Northern Arizona
Sheepmen's Asesociation sand the more important members of the
Northern Arizons Cattlemen's Ascocistion. The agreemenf is

attached hereto ae Exhibit F, and presents a solution of the

difficulties between Indisnc and whitesmen 1n this territory

which 1s satisfactory to both parties and to the representa-

tives of the Indian Rights Association who accompanied the

investiguting party, as well as the attorney in fact for these

Undians, Mr. ¥. R. Johnston. This agreement wer rade binding

U
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on both parties pending the final settlement of the question
by the Governmeut and has been, 1 believe, lived up to by both
parties thereto from ite date, May 5, 1911. It involves the

2)lotment of the ninety Inddiane above described who have not

heretofore reeceived an allotment and the reallotmont of cer-
tein Iniiens who have ngreed to withdrasw their applications
weat of & certein line indicated therein. If this agreement
ie cdopted by the Government, 1t will be necessary to cond
an 2llobting agent to thie territory to do the .gllotting and
to loczte and supervise the bullding of tanks for the storage
of water and it would be of greal benefit to him if he were
fermiliar with grazing and water conditions in thie couniry.
Subject to the adoption of the Perrit System sug-
gested by me in the body of thie report, I recommend that
sach an agept be sent into this country to carry out any
progYan agreei upon. The agresment above referred to con-
templates on the paft of the Indlans the approval of all the
ellotments west of the line between Towvnchire 8 and 9. So
far a9 the white sheep and cattlemen ateo concerned, they
would be .betier pleassd 1if all the sllotments made by Mr.
Keepers w-ore disapproved and the Indisne reallotted on their
winter ranges, I do not belleve that the Indians would raise
strenuous objection to such a recallotment of grazing lands
if water is developed on their winter rangec sufficient to
last them the year around. And thils, I believe, after con-

sultation with experts in tenk building and water conservation,

can be done. The country which the Indinns graze on the Gray

iy
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Hesa under permit from the Forest Service conteins approximate-
ly 26,000 scree; and the records of the foregti rsnger who
counted the eheep ig that 7,000 Indlan eheop occupy this ares
during eight months of the year. Thie is on the basic of one
sheep fo every 3.7 acres per year, alihough thd vurden on the
range 1s actuslly lesg thsn this, bocause a ocertain proportion
of 211 sheep and goats {approximitely 26 %) are under six
monthe of age and therefore bressti-fed. iaking correction
for thie condition, the area per sheep 1e about five &cores

per yesar.® The Indians are not, however, using this country
more than eight months #0 that enother corrsection 18 neces-

sary vhich incoreases the forage per sheep Lo an amount equal

"t that contained on seven sores. The forage on tain mesa

is of the first quality end is rated by Forost Superviecr
Smith at Williems, Arizona, who has charge of this forest,
ag capable of suvporting one wheep per year for every ¢ix acres.
In order to provide s margin to allow for increase in stock
and for decresse in forage due to dry yesrs, I would recom-
mend that & range for at leaet 3,000 of these 7,000 theep
and goats be provided for these Indians elsevwhere 80 ag to
relieve this range for a portion of every year, thereby af-
fording the necessary rest for recuperation and res<sding.
This can be done in entire harmony with the present habits
of these Indians by purchasing "Foverty Tsnk" or by building

& similar tank at some poirnt 1n the conter of the best grazing

cve4i7001
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land near where Mr. Keepsrs made the allotments (and allotting

e certain portion of these Indisns the public domain geotions
! surrounding this tank.) Fhatever plern is adopted soncerning

i | theldand surrouniing this ta2uk, this tank site should not be

3@ allotted to an indivilual, but 15 allotted at 811, sllotted
g to the comrunity or malde an Inillan reservation, or ir arny
1 event kept perpetually free and open to all of these Indians

ard their descenlznts. Tho railroad sections surrounling

thase 2llotments can 1if naccasary be 1eaaed‘b7 thege Indisns
“ ' &g is being done by certain of the New ¥exioco Navajos, or the
Foveronment car purchsze those goactions for the Indisans. A
first-claas tankt of the cize of'ﬂ?overty Tank™ can be oon-

gtructed for from 2600 tc $£1,000, if the Inlisns were poid

!% for their ladbor and for conzide~adbly lese 1if their off.r to
|

work for nothing under Government supervieion andl with Gov-

erument tools is aceepted. Such a dank would make aveilabdle

for grazing round it an area five miles in circumference, or
50,000 acres, or enough to accommodate comfortably 4,000

sheep per year, or 12p000 sheer for the thres or four monthe
of spring end summer, during which these Indians have nheretc-
fore occupied this country.
In no event am I in favor of approving any s1lotment
rade by Mr. Xeopers which 18 more thsn five dilea frow water
during this period. At preseat none of the allc' -~uts located
in or near good grazing country are within reach of cueh wager

excert the 35 tributary to "Poverty Tank", which the Indisns

.‘."
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are not now adble to use, and until "Poverty Tank" ic made ‘

av2ilatle be leese ovr purchase fer Indisn use or other watee
poseibilities are discoversd and usveloped, none of the allot-
mente should be epprovei. Before any of theee allotments

can be upproved the legal question must be determined as to

whether these Trdians themeelves or through their husbands,

varents or guardiens have compliod with tho provision of the

1aw'rnquiring gettlement, since they hsve never ocouniad
these all>yomerts continucrely or exclurively, but at the best 5
have mads  .em g2 ocegeienal hesdguartere during 4 yortion
of eacir yeer. There is rcom for 2llotment of 160 Indians on
?; the Gray Ueega within the territory now used by the Indiians
a under permit fron the Forest 2ervice if 160 acres of grazing
land are glven to each Iniiang but, ac above stated, there

5 is actually barely room for the 120 now there, so that not

to exceed that number of 2llotments sao0uld ever be rade within ;

thia territory. The Red Mountain Iniians have ample pasturage

for their esprroximately 6,000 sheep, but havse been accustomed

to migrate south to the neighborhood of "Poverty Tank"™ and

Tarpan Srrings because they were not able to get or keep
enough water in their tanks at Red Mountain to last them
during the dry spell from Aptil to July. There sare nmany
feasible tank sites in the Red Xountair country. The lndians

have ladoriously constructed some fourteen or more amall
ones. With proper instruction and tools the tanks at Red

Mountain and Gray Mess can be grently increased in number,
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8izo and capecity, and orcugk vater collected and retsained
to last then through the dry sgesecn. The country over which
the Red Mountain Indisns are resttercd and graze their stook
excluling that within the I'aticnel Foreet ie approximetely

£0 milee lcng and five miles wide, or 70,000 acres, or 11.7
acres per gsheep. The cunality of the forage is fair ard sufd-

ficient to fuprort the rresent ctock now there.

. '_ .oN
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