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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVIOE,

622 Bumilloxr Blédg.
Los Angeles, Cal,

April 26, 1509
i ®he Secretary of the Interior,

Washington, D. C.
Sir:

Cn Jarch 22, 1909 the Indisn Office sddressed me a lottor

o ]

;E requesting me to detsil Superintendert Robinson to procecd to

9 Tolchaco, on the Iliavajo Rescrvation, Arizona, for the purpose of

cop:erring with Lrs. P. G. Gates, and to investigate the possibili-

ties of providing irrigatlop for certain lands on the Navajo
Extension, on which Hrs. Gates hoped to establish a colony of

retuxrned students.
The proposed veservoir et Leupp, in the vieinity of Tolchaco,

had proved, oa previous investigation, to be a very expensive

projeot, and I odvised sgalnst i%. The asituatior is such as t¢

;} pendcer 1t infessible to construot & dam of less height than thet
oaloulstea upon, Bince tho smount of storage capaoity would be
vory small in proportion to the cost of a low aam, owing to the
groat width of the stresm chennel at the dem site. Forvﬁhia

venson the Leupp Project cannot be considered in conmestion with

the plan of lMrs Gates.
intendont Robinoon reports upon several other projects,

e

Super

none of vhioh I would recommend &8s & dusiness proposition for a
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white man, hence do not regard them as femsible for the Indiens,
Irrigation with flood waters from these torrential southwestern
Btreams, which are dry for a good portion of the irrigation sesason,
is a discoursging proposition. If these flood watexrs could be
supvlemented by underground waters, obtained by pumping, as in
the instence of the Gila River Reservetiom FProject now under way,
& small project might be developed on the Nava)o Extension, but
the cost of fuel for pumping would probsbly be prohibitive.
Superintondent Robinson will go over the valley of the Little
Colorade shortly with the uvnderground water expert of the U, 3.
Geological Survey, and report further onm the possibility of under-
grouxid‘ water development in the vicinity under consideration.

Very respectfully,

Chief Enginser,

2

P.S. 'Sﬁﬁeﬁn{éndon% Robinson's weport 18 enclosed herewith,

...................

NNOOS497




