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- >  . . - -Af ie  Offclco f~ i n  receipt of n l e t t e r  frum Buper- 

in tendent  of Irrigation A. I?. Robimoa, dated bruary 14, J"B 
1914, I n  which BO r e p o r t s  fur ther  on the ~ansdo  ressrvoir. 

I n  hfs r e p o r t  he s a p  t h n t  he believes t h e  reservoir om be 

f i l l e O  once annual ly  w i t h  water o o n t s l n l n e  p r a c t l  o a l l y  no 

silt, rh ich  would not l l m i  t the l i f e  of the reservo5r and. 

would irrl gate all the lands contemplated under the  propoeed 

p ro jec t .  Kr. Robinson eubmits a p l a n  for casing f a r  a large 

p a r t  o f .  the s i l t  by  means of s l u i o e  g a t e s ,  f i l l i n g  the reeer- 

voir only with t h e  snrfaoe f low,  and a l s o  provjding l o r  sand 

boxes where the water enters t h e  supply csna l  for the rese r -  

r o i r .  

Thiu would p r e v e ~ t  a l a rge  q u a n t i t y  o f  ~ i l t  from 

e n t e r i n g  the r e se rvo f r .  should i t  be necessary some eeatona 

t o  fill ft during flood perloba. .  

kr .  Robinson f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  should t h l 6  res- 

e r v o i r  f i l l  with s i l t  i n  35 t e a r e ,  o r  even i n  26 years, the 

l and  w i l l  have increased I n  value and earned enough t o  make 

fur ther  work p r s c t i c s b l e  and no t  excess ive ly  expensive. 



The dam can then be r * ~ i s e d ,  increasing t h e  oa&aoi ty  o f  tho  

r e s e r v o i r ,  o r  R ~ i m i l ~ r  r e a e r v o j r  s i t e  which fr loca ted  

some dietanco above, from which water can bo d ive r t ed  i n t o  

the r a e e r ~ o i r  unilfir cons ide ra t ion ,  oould be u t i l i z e d ,  w h i ~ h  

would aot a8 R 8 ~ t Z l i n g  bas in ,  naking it po::sible t c  b u i l d  

the  dikes  f o r  t h e  lower r e a e r v o i r  t o  a cons iderable  he igh t .  

The Indians  who would be b e n e f i t e d  by this reser- 

vo ir  a r e  e x o e l l e n t  worksrs,  rsnd the Off ice  f e e l e  oonffdent  

t h a t  every acre  of l r r i g a b l e  lwtd under t h i s  p r o j e o t  wlll 

be irrigated by t h e  Indians a8 soon 88 the water 3s made 

a v a i l a b l e ,  and that t h e  value of the incregrised crop8 would 

pay a high i n t e r e s t  on t h e  investment. 

There is  b n t  l i t t l e  water on the  Navajo reeerva-  

t i o n ,  and t h e  need f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  i e  very g r e a t .  I n  view 

of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  inc rease  In t h e  e to rage  o s p s c l t y  

wi th in  25 o r  35 y e a r s ,  if found neaessary,  t h i ~  Off ioe  be- 

l i e v e s  t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  should be spproved, and i t  80 recom- 

mende . 
The r e p o r t  of  Kr. Robinson, with maps, fn jnclosed 

herewith,  w l t h  reque6.t f o r  I t e  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Indian O f  f l c e .  


