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A\n item in the Indian Appro(}gl;g’ ‘L
1011 Aet of August 24, 1.912 (37 %ta‘b.
51.8 522), reads:

o FOr beginning the consiruction -
of the Ganado irriga.tion project
on the Navajo Indian Regervation
in Arizona, in accordance with
‘the plans submitied by the chief
engineer of the Indian Service
and approved by the- Commissgioner’
of Indian Affairs and the Secre-
tary of the Interior, 4in conformity
with section one of the Act approv-
ed April four*h, nineteen hundred
and ten, thirty-five thousand
doltars: Provided, That the %otal
cost of the nroject shall not
exceed sixty thousand one hundred
dollars.

The agreenent now submitted is
for the purnose of acquiring from
J. L. Hubbell certain ditches to bhe
used in ‘*this vroject and 2lso what-
ever water rignt lir. Hubbell may
have. There is no proof showing the
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value of his water right, or in fact
establishing that he has any such
rignt. The allegation in the instru-
ment proposed to be signed is that
Mr. Hubbell is the owner of certain
lands (describing them) and hag here-
tofore built a canal or water ditch
(describing it) for the purpose of
irrigating said land, "and has irri-
gated said land for mseveral seasons
and has acquired for said irrigation
water rights under the laws of Ari-
zona." MNeither the quantity of

water claimed by him nor the lengt

of beneficial use thereof is shown.
It is understood generally tha.

Mr. Hubbell has occupied this land
for a long time, possibly thirty
years Or more.

< STA THOWV

I asked the Irrigation Section
in the Indian 0ffice respecting this
matter, and found there was no defi-
nite knowledge there as to the quan-
tity of water Mr. Hubbell nad used
or the length of time. I also aseked
r. Zeritt, the ILaw Clerk.of the
Indian Office, who initie.led %the
paper, as to the basis for an acknow-
ledgnmens in this ingtrument that
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Mr. Hubbell nad 2 water right equiva-
lent in value %o the rights proposed
to be asgured him in this contruct.
Mr. Meritt asserts he knows personally
that Mr. Hubtell has a right there,
and that others in *the Indian Office
have vipited the vicinity.
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While I am of opinion that the
agreement would be beneficial to
the Indiang, I find in the papers no
proof upon which to base a conciusion
that the property and rights proposed
to be conveyed by Mr. Hubbell equal - ,
in value the rights propoged to be e
guaranteed by tne Government to
Mr. Hubbell. In other words, there
is no affirmative ghowing thuat the
exchange is of things of equal walue.
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