
UNITED STATES INDIAN I R R ! G A T I O N  SERVICE 

SUPERINTENDENT OF IRRIGATION 

Sir r 

Tour l e t t e r  of  hlaroh 14, 1913, numbered and i n i t i a l e d  as above, 

r e t u r n i n g  t o  nr p a y r a  r e l a t i v e  t o  agreement be5mesn t h e  Department 

and Yz. J, L. Hubbel l  was reoeivod be me A p r i l  7, 1913, 

bong t h e  t h i n g s  r equ i r ed  by t h i e  l e t t e r  was a f ' f i d a v i t e  from per- 

sons conversant  w i th  the s i t u a t i o n ,  and I wrote t o  Lire Hubbel l  the same 

day, addrese ing  him at Phoonix, ,where I had been advised ne me, in wnich 

I o t a t e d  i n  subs tance ,  that I had r ece ived  a l s t t e r  from t h e  I n d i a n  Of- 

f i c e  a sk ing  f o r  a f f i d a v i t s  r e l a t i v e  t o  the  work he had done on t n e  d i t c n  

and s i m i l a r  i n f o r n a t i o n  m d  saying;" I would ask you t o  make an a f f i d a -  

v i t  a e  to t h e  t ime you began t o  t a k e  out t h e  d i t ch ,  when you f i r s t  ran 

wntsr  i n  it,how many y e a r s  it wao In opera t ion ,  and i f  possible, what it 

has  c o s t  you. Also, t h e  s i z e  the  d i t c n  ivas bui l t ."  "If you t h i n k  t n e r e  

i s  any one e l s e  wno could make an  a f f i d a v i t  t o  tne  f a c t s ,  o r  any p a r t  of 

tnem, you mignt have them make it. 

''If you ever  made any f i l i n ~ s  witn the  T e r r i t o r y  o r  tne  county t o  

show your  r i e h t s  t o  t a k e  wa te r ,  a  certified copy of  t h e  r eco rd  m i g h t  

be o f  va lue .  

, wPleaoe a t t e n d  t o  t h i s  a s  coon as poss ib l e  so I may g e t  mlr r e p l y  i n  
; 1 

,, . . . ,. I. ... 
t o  t n e  office e n  

Not r ece iv ing  any r e p l y  t o  t h i a  l e t t e r ,  and hear ing  t ha t  I h .  n u b b e l l  



had ro turned  t o  Canada, I wrote spin on tne l y t h ,  b u t  t o  da t e  hive n o t  

had n reply. 

I am j u s t  i n  r o c e i p t  of your te legram of t h o  Z l o t ,  and herawitn sub- 

m i t  a n  answer t o  t n e  l e t t e r ,  wi thout  awa i t i ng  13nger for."a reply  from 

I f i r s t  saw t h e  d i t c h  i n  t h e  eurmner of 1904, and it wae then  in o p e r a t i o n  

and had been a~rrying water. 

Ey next  v i s i t  t o  Ganado was i n  1907, and it had, seemingly, beon in oper- 

ation ninae q last vis i t .  and Mr. Hubbel l  had q u i t e  a poportioh o f  the 

t o t a l  a r e a  e v e r  c u l t i v a t e d  i n  alfal fa  asad other crops. 

Th i s  ovndi t ion  cont inued up t o  and inc lud ing  1910, and I b e l i e v e  t o  

1911, anen f l o o d s  damaged his headine  +..o.such a n  exp ten t  that it would 

have boen q u i t e  expensive t o  r ebu i ld .  He t h e n  took up  t h e  m a t t e r  of 

t h e b u i l d i n g  o f  the r e s e r v o i r ,  and nas pushed it t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  

I n  the  mean time t n e  d i t c n  has  been  more o r  l e s s  damaged by f l o o d s  a 

and d r i f t i n g  sand, and whi le  it oould be p laced  in  a o n d i t i o n  to  carry water  

f o r  a comparatively smal l  sum of money, t n e  p l ans  contemplate  p u t t i n g  it 

i n  good snape, and r e b u i l d i n g  a l l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  inc luding  t h e  flumes, and 

$1800 i s  the estiniata made. 

I have no s t a t e n e n t  as t o  how l!r. Hubbell  acqui red  h i e  water  r i g h t ,  

bu t  premune t h a t  it was by a c t u a l  d i v e r s i o n  and um.  The memornndm 

s u b n i t t e d  by tIr. Finney t o  t n e  Eon. S s o r a t a r y  o f  the I n t e r i o r ,  and a t t a c h 6 d  

h o r a a i t h  seems t o  aover t n e  mttsr p r e t t y  f i l l y ,  i n  absonca o f  any Fur the r  

d r f i n i t e  i n f o r m t i o n .  

'l'fie d i t c n  a s  cons t ruc t ed  seems t o  have been about 6 f e s t  on t n e  b o t t o n ,  

and t o  havs  had a capaa i ty  of parnnps 50 second f e e t  o f  wa te r ,  xh i ch  i t  

could ca r ry  a t  fldod p e r i o d s  o f  t h e  s t raam,  wi tn  R l e s ~ e r  capac i ty  ~o tne 



The d i t c h  proPably c o s t  Er. Hubbell $6,000 o r  ova r ,  an he hnd 

t o  contend ivitn f loods and o t h e r  adverso  cond i t i ons ,  and it i s  e a t i n a t e d  

t h a t  $1.800 w i l l  p u t  it i n  good shapa f o r  use. 

As t o  whether tne  u s e  o r  tnie d i t c h  and t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  K r ,  Hub- 

b e l l s ' s  water  r i g n t s ,  s i n g l y  o r  t o g e t h e r  would be neaessary o r  advantage 

t o  t h e  Uni ted  Stat.ee would say; 

would a f f e c t  the p ropos i t i on  o n l y  dur ing '  low water  seasons t o  the e x t e n t  

t h a t  it would be neoeesary t o  a l l ow su f f io i en t  water f o r  Mr. n u b b e l l ' s  

noeds under h i s  water r i g n t a  to pass  down t h e  stream, where a por t ion  

would be l o s t  before it reached h i s  headgaten. T h i n  water  w i l l  be  of 

advantage t o  t h e  r e s e r v o i r  as it w i l l  e q u a l i z e  l o s s e s  by seepage and evap- 
' .  

o r a t i o n  i n  t n e  r e s e r v o i r ,  and as the  water  w i l l  be c l e a r  and f r s e  f rom 

s i l t  it w i l l  be o f  more va lue  f o r  s t o r a g e  than  a n  equa l  amount a t  o t n e r  

There will be less l o s s  by combining tne flow f o r  tne nub- aeaaons. 

h d l  l a n d  w i t h  t n n t  f o r  tne Indiana  t n a n  c a r r y i n g  them sepa ra t e ly .  

a l l e l  d i t c n  could be constructrxi  a t  a c o s t  of pernaps $5,000 t o  $6,000. 

The p r i n c i p a l  va lue  t o  t h o  depat t inent ,  t o  ~y mind, i s  I'r. ~ u b b e l l ' e  

p a r e n t e e  t o  see t o  the maintenance of tne  d i t c h ,  whicn wns inc luded  i n  

t h ?  fo rm of agreement submi t ted  by m e ,  and i s  n o t  i n  t h e  form prepared 

by t n e  Department, and wnicn would be l a r  i n  excess  o f  any c o a t s  i n c u r r e d  

by t n e  Departemnt i n  s t o r i n g  t n e  m a a l l  amount o f  water t h a t  i s  t o  bo de- 

l i v e r e d  bp kir. nubhs l l .  

Ac tua l  survays show t .h~I ,  I k .  Hubboll  h ~ s  had wdor c u l t i v a t i o n  118 

acros  of  h i s  q l la r te r  s z c t i o n ,  ' I t  i n  t n e r e f o r  probnhle t h a t  while t h e  
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agreemsnt recognizes h i s  r i p t s  t o  tho amount of  watern neoesnary f o r  h 
m 
0 

his land, "not to oxceod 400 acre f e e t  per annumu, he mould probably 

not nesd more tnan 300 acre  f e o t .  

In a d d i t i o n  to my statement above I am enaloeing an aff idavit  by 4 f - 
Superintendent Reuben Perry, wno is aonversant witn th, faata of the g1 

I 

buslding of tne  diton, and am sending under separate cover a map o f  < 
m 
VJ 

tno Gamdo Project, ahowing the Hubbell ditan and t n e  landa irrigated 

by nim and at tns mission. 

Very respectfully, 

Super intendent of I rr iga t ion .  

I . . 
j.: .:.. :...;.:.:::+. 


