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= I.:lttle has been done here in the way of developing
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the water supply for any purpose. At Fort Defianoe, Chin Lee

and Littlewater, some effort 18 being nade to at least secure ,

& sufficient water supply for domestisc purposes and for the

irrigation of a small farm, with & fair degree of success.
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There is not, however, in my opinion, & sufficient supply of

water for any extensive system of irrigation, except at Chinm
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Tee .and Genado.. At Chin Tee, in the valley of that name,
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? - which is at an altitude much lower than other parts of the
E reservation, there is an opportunity for storing the flood

'? waters from Canon DeChelley by means of a reservoir, but
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‘whether 1t is feasible or not I am not prepared to say. Mr. S

Robinson, who has charge under Mr.Code of work of this nsture

| é 2o on dm this vicinity,has I was 1nformed made an inveatigation of

. : '{ﬁwﬂw“this matter and report on the volume of water o0 bo secured and

the estimated cost of constructing c&nals and reservoirs. To N
bis report your attention is respectfully invited. A similar _ ;3"
condition exists at Ganado on the Pueblo Colorado Wash, I sug~ !
gest that this matter, if 1t has not alreaﬁy been oarefnlly* -
: "‘n’l’ "et;gatea\, ha :referre& Ao .one ott’ the.,,:,.;ilginaez‘ah Tyepart
5 pEE In connection with the water supply here, I desira
"?;i'to invite your attention to these faots, viz., that the Navajo

V@;iijIndians are not in the Pirst place a people whose tastes run

;;ﬂf;partioularly to 1arm1ng and fruit raising. Their lands, ow-
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ing to the high altitude, the lack of rain Pall and the scer-
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’?{pity of & water supply for irrigation purposes, have not been f%

suitable or such as to encourage agricultural and fruit rais-

ing operations. They have, therefore, lomg ago turned their
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attention to the range and sheep industry, uaing the water, A;ﬁ
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whersver it was to be found in streams, springs or lakes, and N
noving their herds,as the scarecity of water became apparent, ;
: k3

from one range to another, making but 1little or no effort *}i
]

whatever to increase the watter supply in the lakes or springs

by throwing up enbankments to increase the capacity of the

'lakes or by keeping the springs open. In but few instances v

have tnej madé any effort to ‘even pr'e"s"é:ﬁe the nafuz;al sup:-

ply of water from the springs. On the other hand a8 the | '_
LI aprings Qeoame ologged and, i’illed 1n with airt end rook and |

o o . finally entirely oblitera‘bed they would be abandoned and mew

" weter holes -sought.

I,aét year there were over eight hundred: thousand

sheep dipped at the five sheep dips on. this reservation, and I

B vf.'-fderived from their flooka. the weaving oz nlankets (which now
. v-;-,_..oommand 8 good prioe) the making of Bilverware trinkets and.

't:he hauling of freight from and to the railroad to distant
'poin‘!:B. :
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In view of these facts, and of the present existing -
conditions, there are, in my opinion, two things which should

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARC

%@V’e the immediate and close personal attention of the 0ffice,

namely, the improvement of the btreed of their f£locks both as
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to the inoreased size and value of the sheep for mutton, and

as to the improved quality of the wool, the separation of the
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goats from the sheep, and discouragement, as far 8s practic~

able, of the reising of goats.” At the same time, the ques~ [/
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tion of the increasing and preserving of the water supply on

the range for stcek purposes should be taken wup. In doing
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this, I suggest, in view of the fact that the Indians are -

i

great imitetors, but slow to change their old ways, manners

and oustoms unt:.l they have for themselvas seen a; prsqtigal"""
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demonstration of 8 ‘bhing, that in the" beginning the more pro-"
gressive Indians be encouraged, assisted ang shown how, by &

}little labor, to increase the water supply in the lakes, that

o ot s wnd 1T o
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vv_’t ,'bhe aprings i’illing up, and 80 ag to o'btain all the

»water available. When' 'bhis 18 done, 'by some effort many-hnew

prings oan be developed. At th¢ sa.me time many wells o
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fla-t:s, in the valleys ana i:n the 'basins oould be sunk and.

Y
3 O
\gf placed in 0pe:ra1;ion at small oost. The water will be seaured -
?, ' at various depths of from 10 to 90 feet. With this work once
e '
2 i fully started along praotical lines, the other Indians will
b i .
'_; i gredually see in it the many advantages to them in the in-
&
g
3 .
g 1l. i

h-‘
CV-6417-201

NN007938



Seontemscmn e
% ‘ . .
:, .
. }.'.
7 aé )
L . 1 ) T Y P L NN S ST UT o -_,_.w..uzﬂk
el e Y e 8 e

mv-u-olv'-v

s rwwwmrwg(vm@%

4

3 P ’ {
1 . e N N
Y &, =y
AN «
(Y
Ly %N |

S
oreased value of their flocke and the broadening of their )
" range; ~These matters I regard as the least expensive and. the‘.""e":;;.sj 7‘
m.ost, vélua‘bie\lpart of the effort to educate and better the f e \

’ g _ ‘cond'it,ic;zi of.-ffhe'Indians._ In suvech w‘ork as this therg is
| being provided for the young Indians who attend 'the},board‘ﬁing-

- and day schools, upon the completion of theilr work there gome = \ -

v e

. e thing -ﬁo; return home to. In an isolated country 11ke thia,.
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