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DD'DBRTMElV OF THE IBTERIOR, 

United States Indian S e r v i c e ,  

Santa Fe, IV. El. my 16, 1908, 

Mr. H. F. Robinson, 
Supt, I r r i g a t i o n ,  U. S. Inaian Service, 

S-ta Fe, R. E. 
Dear sir:- 

I bee l e a v e  t5 d i r e o t  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  matter  o f  the , . 

waters of the  Rio Luoero, 35$ of r h i a h  mere awarded t o  t h e  Pueblo 
of Taos  by a dearee of the C o u r t  o f  !hoe Comty in 1693. Theae ' ra ters  have baen used by t he  Pueblo of  Taoa f o r  the i r r i r a t i on  o f  
their onlt lvatad land8 -uing along s a M  stream for 6 e  watering 
of a large meadow oontainin over 700 uorets upon whioh t h e s e  Ind ians  
pas ture  more than a thonsa nf head o f  s toak ,  Uuring t h e  g rea t e r  por t ion  
of the year and whlol, i s  oons t an tu  uae& by them aa  p m t ~  .a landso 
The Indiana are now inoreasing the aoreaga o f  t h e i r  onlti.rateU lands 
along s a i a  stream above t h i a  pasture, rsrnd while they have not; at 931 
times he re to fo re  nee&ed for 1srig.at ion p u r p o s e s  a l l  the wate r  whioh 
they were e n t i t l e d  t o  uuder said daoree, i t  i8 q u i t e  cer te in  th&."dn 
t h e  near future they ail1 d e s i r e  t o  appropriate very nuah more than 
they have h e r e t o f o r e  m e b .  They have however, in the paat and ng"to: 
the present dote sppltisb a l?  the norma:! flow, and exaept  i n  .very rare 
inpltanoes, all %he f l o o d  wabxa of s a i d  stream, whiuh by aail deoree 
wee awardea t o  them, t o  a benefiaial uae i n  the  I!rigatlon o f  t h e i r  ' 
cmltivated lantda anti Pn the ws2ering of the  p a s t u r e  above menkioned. 

Adait ional  irrlgafiion ditohes will ahor tw be naedad t o   upp ply 
w a t e r  for the new a r e a s  that are now being  olearad an& whioh the Indl- 
a n s  proposs t o  olear f o r  aultivation i n  the near future, The demand 
in that vLclnitg for water f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  pnrpoase beoomas greater 
every year, and i n  ~rdsr t o  p r o t e o t  the  rig'hte and provide f o r  t h e  
oomind nee88 of them Indiana, it behooves ua t o  aee that a31 p r i o r  
appropriation8 in t h e i r  favor are, p r o t a a t e d  against the operation of 
any atatnto of l i m i t a t i o n s  that rnigbt operate against them. Bg n con- 
struation of the New Xexioo Statutes, on t h i a  aubjeot ,  p x o v i c i m  

shonld be  mbe before Raroh o f  next year for the  nse f o r  i r r i p t i o n  pnr- 
pose8 of the entire 355 of the satera of said stream awarded t o  the 
Indians by said decree. L venture t o  make this augges t j on  tha t  yon 
mcg oonsicler it i n  aonneotlon with whatever plano a r e  being made f o r  
vork in this l i n e  durine; tho remainber of the m ~ r r e n t  yearo 

Veqr  t r u l y  y o n r a ,  

A.  *T. A b h o t t ,  

Speo. A t t y .  for ?uehlo I n d i s n s ,  X. H ,,.:.;,m,, 
. . . .  '...'.'. . 


