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United States Indian Service,
Santa Fe, N. M, May 16, 1908.

Mr. H. F. Robinson,
Supt. Irrigation, U, S, Indian Service,

Senta Fe, N, M.

Dear sir:- _
I beg leave tu direot your attention to the matter of the s it
waters of the Rio Iucero, 357 of which were swarded to the Pueblo s &
3\ of Taos hy a deores of the Court of Taos County in 1693. These
waters have bsen used by the Pueblo of Taoa for the irrigation of

their ounltivated lands lying along Baild stream and for the watering
over 700 aores upon which these Indians T

of a large meadow conteinin
. head of stoock, during the greater portion

pasture more than a thousa
of the year and whicl. is constantly used by them as pestii.ts lands.

The Indians ars now inoreasing the aoreaga of thelr culti ated lands 2
along s8ald stream abhove this pssture, and while they have not at all ;
times heretofore needed for irrigation purposes all the water which ! :
they were entitled to under said deoree, it is quite certein thet in j :
the near future they will desire toc eppropriste very much more than ; é
they have heretofore unsed. They have however, in the past snd up to-
the present date &pplied 811 the normal flow, and except in very rere
Ingtences, all the flood waiers of s8aid streesm, which by sail decree E
was awardad to them, to a beneficial use in the 1rrigation of their ' |
| ocultivated landa and in the watering of the pasture above mentioned. 8!
| ~ Additionsl irrigation ditches Will shortly be needed to supply A
~ water for the new areas that are now being ocleared and which the Indi- :
/ eng propose to elear for cultivation in the near future. The demand \
. in that vieinity for water for irrigation purposes becomes greater
every year, and in urder to proteet the rights and provide for the
coming needs of these Indisns, it behooves us to see that all prior
appropristions in thelr favor are protected against the operation of
any statute of limitetlions that might operate egeinst them. By a con-
struction of the New Mexlico Statutes, on this subjeot, provieion
should be msde before Haroh of next year for the nse for irrigation pur-
poses of the entire 35% of the waters of said stream awarded to the ,
Indiens by said decree. I venture to make this suggestion that you
may consider 1t in connectlon with whatever plans are being made for
work in this line during the remalnder of the ourrent year,

Yery truly yours,
A. (T. Abbott.

Spec. Atty. for Pueblo Tndians, N. M. | .
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