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S U W Y  OF HOPI FARMING WITHIN THE 1934 RESERVATION 

The Hopi Indians of northern Arizona have long been recog- 

nized fo r  t h e i r  superb a g r i c u l t u r a l  s k i l l s ,  and t h e i r  e f f i c i e n t  

use of ava i l ab le  a rab le  land.  Such s k i l l s  were important t o  sur- 

v iva l  i n  an a r i d  semi-desert landscape where c u l t i v a b l e  land 

represents  only a  f r a c t i o n  of t h e  su r face  area .  From the d i s t a n t  

pas t  t o  1933, farming was an economic mainstay for the  Hopi, and 

t h e i r  c a r e f u l l y  tended fsrms produced a va r i e ty  of s t a p l e  foods as 

well a s  co t ton .  Because productive lands  near the main v i l l a g e s  

o f t en  proved inadequate t a  meet t h e i r  needs, Hopis t r a d i t i o n a l l y  

pract iced a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  many a reas  west, south,  and e a s t  of t h e  

1882 Hopi Reservation l i n e .  The most important and extensive of  

thete areas  is  centered around Moenkopi, where r e l i a b l e  water 

suppl ies  make i r r i g a t e d  f i e l d s  poss ib le .  Because of i ts  impor- 

tance t o  t h e  Hopi, farming in  the  Moenkopi a r e a  w i l l  be discussed 

separa te ly .  

His to r i ca l  documents show t h a t  the Hopi were the  o r i g i n a l  

and s o l e  occupants of much of the  l and  west of t h e  1882 Reserva- 

t i o n ,  and t h a t  they used t h i s  area productively f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  

and other purposes for cen tu r i e s  p r i o r  t o  the  a r r i v a l  of non- 

Indian s e t t l e r s  and Navajos i n  the  1870 's .  I n  1 6 0 4 ,  Juan de Onate 

noted a  Hopi pueblo i n  t h e  Moenkopi a rea ,  and i n  t h e  m i d - 1 7 7 0 ' ~ ~  

Spanish miss ionar ies  Garces, Escalante ,  and Dominguez a l l  noted 

Hopi crops planted along Moenkopi W a s h  and Pasture Canyon. I n  

1823, the a r e a  was known a s  Los Algodones ("p lace  of cot ton  p lant -  

ing" )  because cot ton  f i e l d s  belonging t o  Oraibi  Hopis were located 



there. It was 7- comaon Hopi practice to run long distances to 

cultivate outlying sumqer farms, such as those at Moenkopi h'ash, 

Pasture Canyon, and Moenave, and then return to Oraibi toGard 

sundown. 3y 1868 or earlier, several Oraibi Hopis reestablished a 

pernanerit peblo at Moenkopi and farmed there unhindered until the 

entrance of non-Indians into the area in 1875. 

In 1875, Mormons settled in the Moenkopi area and land 

disputes soon developed between then and the Hopi, who attempted 

to defend their proprietary interests. The Hopi openly protested 

Mormon uscrpation of their farm land and water to federal govern- 

ment officials, and asked for protection. Over time, increasingly 

violent treatinent at the hands of Mormcn sertlers forced many 

Hopis to snare o r  withdraw from farming areas along Moenkopi Wash, 

in Pasture Canyon, and at Moenave. In 1893 and 1899, federal 

government officials attempted to protect Hopi interests and s e t -  

tle matters by allotting farm land to the Hopis. These efforts 

failtd to adequately protect the Hopis, and in fact, complicated 

matters by allotting certain tracts of traditional Hopi land t c  

Navajo Indians, who hy then had begun to enter the area in g r e a t e r  

numbers. Hopi-Mormon troubles did not end until the governnent 

purchased all the Mormon holdings in 1903. 

Rather than returning to the Hopi those resources purchased 

from the Mormons, the federal government assumed direct control 

w e r  the land and water rights. It allocated part of the land as 

a government farm to support the Tuba City Boarding School for 



Hopis, Navajos, and Paiu tes .  I t  took cont ro l  over the d i s t r i b u -  

t ion  of water. The flsurplustl Mormon farm lands were "assignedv1 or 

"leased" not only t o  the  Hopi but t o  Navajo Indians a s  w e l l .  

~ l t h ~ u g h  d i s s e t i s f  ied w i t h  an arrangement which l imi ted  

t h e i r  access t o  land they regarded as the i r  own, froin 1903 to  1934 

Hopis took f u l l  advantage of t h e  government pol.icy t o  l e a s e  land ,  

e spec ia l ly  a f t e r  a  concrete d ive r s ion  dam was b u i l t  i n  1915 t o  

cont ro l  f looding i n  -the Wash. During these years ,  they success- 

f u l l y  competed w i t h  Navajos i n  the area f o r  any open farm land,  

and constant ly  sought more a r a b l e  lands t o  c u l t i v a t e .  When any 

new land was made ava i l ab le  by the government, o r  when they saw 

productive land ly ing  fallow, Hopis requested t h a t  t h e  land be 

assigned t o  t!lem. 

Througf~ hard work and i n i t i a t i v e ,  Hopi farmers slowly ac- 

quired much of t h e  productive farm land along Moenkopi Wash and 

Pasture Canyon. Besides these  i r r i g a t e d  lands ,  Hopis a l s o  dry- 

farmed an indeterminable amount of acreage on Moenkopi P la teau  and 

Coal Mine Mesa. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i n  1914, Hopis were "assigned" 

Moenave farm land,  when Navajo use of the a rea  'proved unproduc- 

t i v e .  However, i n  1 9 2 1 ,  due to  t h e  v i c i s s i t u d e s  of government 

pol icy ,  they were forced. t o  g i v e  up t h e i r  farms and improvements 

there .  

By 1934, Hopis farmed those t r a c t s  of  land along Moenkopi 

Wash and Pasture Canyon and on Moenkopi Plateau and Coal Mine Mesa 

indicated on P o r t f o l i o  Maps #8, #9 ,  and # l o .  However, i n  1934, 



Hopis may have farmed o the r  land which does not appear i n  the  

l imi ted  h i s t o r i c a l  documentation. 

The  h i s to ry  of Hopi farming south of t h e  1882 Reservation 

l i n e  d i f f e r s  considerably from t h e  Moenkopi region. During the  

Pueblo I V  period (1300 t o  1600), ancestors of present-day Hop!. 

c lans l ived and farmed i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  L i t t l e  Colorado River basin, 

and in  the main washes leading t o  the basin.  Near t h e  end o f  t h i s  

period, changing environmental condi t ions  made farming the re  more 

d i f f i c u l t  or impossible, and they migrated northward t o  t h e  main 

Hopi v i l l a g e s ,  bringing claims t o  t h i s  southern a rea  a s  p a r t  of 

t h e i r  he r i t age .  Drought condi t ions and h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t o r s  pre- 

vented t h e i r  re turn  t o  these  l toutlyingl '  farm lands u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  

1800's.  Nevertheless,  Hopis defended t h e i r  southern t e r r i t o r y  

aga ins t  h o s t i l e  i n t r u d e r s ,  such as t h e  Spanish, Apaches, and 

Navajos. 

I n  1877, encouraged by Mormon se t t lement  along the L i t t l e  

Colorado River,  Hopis returned t o  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  lands along 

t h e  r i v e r  basin and farmed near Sunset, Arizona -- only a short  

d i s t ance  from t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  v i l l a g e s  a t  Homolovi and Ghevlon. 

The following year, however, a major f lood destroyed t h e i r  farms, 

and both the Mormons and Hopis withdrew. Nevertheless,  t h e  basin 

remained a p o t e n t i a l  Hopi farming area and p a r t  of t h e  Hopi inven- 

tory .  

Demand for  t h i s  and other "outlying" land again occurred 

severa l  years l a t e r .  Around t h e  turn of the  century,  the Hopis 

faced an environmental catastrophe when c l i m a t i c  change and 
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prolonged runoffs occurred i n  t h e  washes near t h e  Hopi vil3,ages 

causing them t o  erode and d i s s e c t .  The resu l t ing  l o s s  of son,e of 

the most productive acreage i n s i d e  the  1882 Reservation cause6 t h e  

Hopi t o  t u r n  t o  "out lying" f a r r  lands t o  the  south f o r  r e l i e f .  To 

avoid s t a rva t ion ,  a reverse migration of Hopis began down t h e  

washes toward t h e  L i t t l e  Colorado basin as F i r s t ,  Second, and 

Third Mesa Hopi followed and c u l t i v a t e d  t h e  a l l u v i a l  f l o o d  p l a i n  

t o  t h e  lower rearlhes of Dinnebito, Oraibi,  Polacca, and Jeddi to  

Washes. 

However, Hopi a t tempts  t o  f ind  "new" farm land i n  t h e  a r e a  

were f r u s t r a t e d  by t h e  res is tance  of recent ly a r r i v e d  Navajos. 

Areas of i n t e r - t r i b a l  c o n f l i c t  occurred near Dinnebito Springs,  

Sand Sprj:..gs, Shonto, Tolani Lakes, Red Lake, south of Tovar Mesa, 

and Comar Springs. Similar  Hopi-Navajo c o n f l i c t s  over land  occur- 

red i n  Upper Polacca Wash and elsewhere. Navajo res is tance  and 

the government I s  f a i l u r e  t o  p ro tec t  Hopi t e r r i t o r i a l  r i g h t s  s top-  

ped Hopi use of t h e i r  domain and b l ~ c k e d  t h e i r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  prog- 

r e s s  shor t  of t h e  1 9 3 4  Reservation. 

Despite these o b s t a c l e s ,  by 1934 Hopis had expanded t h e i r  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  base well beyond the  mesas and were farming i n  many 

a reas  near the boundary of the  1882 Reservatioc.  Hopis f requent ly  

t raveled between t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  ( including Moenkopi) and farming 

p l o t s  along t h i s  boundary. Many of these same Hopi farmers were 

a l s o  l ivestock owners, whose c . . t t l e ,  horsc;sr and sheep e i t h e r  

permanently or seasonal ly grazed i n  t he  1934 area. When they were 

farming these border a reas ,  Hopi land use p a t t e r n s  (such es  



gathering a c t i v i t i e s )  n a t u r a l l y  tended t o  r ad ia te  out i n t o  t h e  

surrounding t e r r i t o r y ,  s p i l l i n g  over t h e  unfenced and l a rge ly  un- 

heeded boundary of the 1882 ~ e s e r v a t i o n .  

That ag r i cu l tu re  i n  1934 was c r i t i c a l l y  important t o  Hopi 

economy and cu l tu re  is unquestionable. For cen tu r i e s ,  Hopi well- 

being depended on the success of t h e i r  crops.  Cultiv;;.i-ing land 

subject  to na tu ra l  i r r i g a t i o n  i n  semi-arid condi t ions was d i f f i -  

c u l t ,  and required yearly s h i f t i n g  of f i e l d s  i n  response t o  chang- 

ing environmental and c l i m a t i c  conditions.  To survive ,  a Hopi 

family needed t o  possess farm p lo t s  i n  var ious p a r t s  of t h e i r  

t e r r i t o r y  i n  case a  p a r t i c u l a r  farm a r e a  f a i l e d .  Hopi ceremonial 

l i f e  r e f l ec ted  Hopi dependence on a g r i c u l t u r e  and s t i l l  does. 

Today, a s  i n  the p a s t ,  every s t a g e  of c u l t i v a t i o n  from plant ing t o  

harvesting involves ceremonial r i t u a l  -- a c t i v i t i e s  performed t o  

insure continued a g r i c u l t u r a l  p rosper i ty .  

The scarce and s c a t t e r e d  p l o t s  of productive f a r 3  land 

described i n  t h i s  report  were, and a r e ,  of c r u c i a l  importance t o  

the Hopi people. Although a l t e r n a t e  d i e t a r y  sources a re  ava i l ab le  

today, Hopi harvests  of maize, melons, beans, and squash around 

Moenkopi and elsewhere a r e  s t i l l  bas ic  t o  the Hopi economy f o r  

subsistence and t r ade .  



Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to determine the areas used 

by Hopi Indians for agricultural purposes in 1934, and the extent 

of that use. This report is based on primary document evidence 

gathered from archives and manuscript collections, and some sec- 

ondary source material. 

Each specific Hopi farming area is discussed in a chrono- 

logical manner, pointing out how and when Hopi agriculture devel- 

oped, and whether or not it continued througn 1934. In some cases, 

the Hopi were required to leave traditional farming areas by ex- 

ternal circumstances, such as official and unofficial actions on 

the part of the federal government, changes in the natural en- 

vironment, or hostilities from other tribes. These historical 

circumstances will be fully detailed and documented. 

The Hopi Larmed in five areas outside the 1882 Executive 

Order Reservation before and after 1934: Moenkopi Wash, Reservoir/ 

Pasture Canyon, Moenave, Little Colorado River (all irrigated farm 

areas) and Coal Mine ~ e s a  (a dry-farming area). In addition, many 

Hopi dry-farming areas just inside the 1882 Reservation boundary 

are relevant to the discussion. Going from west to east, they 

were: Red Lake (Tonolea), Dinnebito Wash, Oraibi Wash, Jeddito 

Wash and Polacca Wash. These latter Hopi farming areas are dis- 

cussed together in a separate chapter. 

The Hopi have long been recognized for their superb agri- 

cultural skills, while the Navajo have been primarily a stock- 

raising people. This contrast was recognized by government 



o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  1930 ' s and before. The S o i l  Conservation Service 

{ S . C . S .  ) i n  its 1935 report  on a g r i c u l t u r e  for t h e  Navajo and Hopi 

Reservations s t a t e d  t h e  d i f ferences  qu i t e  c l e a r l y :  

A subs tan t i a l  po r t ion  of t h i s  [Navajo and Hopi 
l a n d s ]  . . . would not be considered as  farm land ac- 
cording t o  usual  standards. The most notable exam- 
p l e s  of t h i s  a r e  the dry farms of t h e  Hopi. Here 
a r e  fcund orchards h a l f  buried by d r i f t i n g  sand, 
l i t e r a l l y  hanging t o  the escarpment below the mesas 
as they have been s i n c e  the coming of t h e  f i r s t  
Spaniards,  and bearing year a f t e r  year s u b s t a n t i a l  
crops of peaches which are used n o t  only for sub-  
s i s t e n c e  but f o r  t r a d e .  Carefu l ly  constructed 
t e r r a c e s  begin a t  t h e  b luf fs  below the v i l l a g e  a n d  
extend one under the other down t h e  escarpment, 
i r r i g a t e d  by water car r ied  up from spr ings .  These 

&ur- minute and c a r e f u l l y  attended facms are  t h e  in-  
ance p o l i c i e s  of the Hopi. The c r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  of 
h i s  farming is done on the p la ins  below and t h e  
surrounding mesas. There he  u t i l i z e s  t h e  a l l u v i a l  
s o i l s  of arroyos and gambles w i t h  t h e  elements for 
s u f f i c i e n t  moisture t o  mature h i s  crops. To pro tec t  
t h e s e  p lan t ings  from being covered and des t royed by 
s h i f t i n g  wind-blown s a n d ,  he bu i lds  elaborate  s a n d  
fences o f  rabbi tbrush and cedar boughs which h e  
s t ands  2erpendicular ly  i n  a  trench dug along t h e  
windward side o f  h i s  p lant ing row. 1 

This  r epor t  continued by d e s c r i b i ~ i ~  ihe a g r i c u l t u r a l  s k i l l s  

of the Navajo Indians:  

Such pa ins taking  farming e f f o r t  a s  t h i s  [ r e f e r r i n g '  
t o  the Hopi] is e n t i r e l y  fore ign  t o  the Navajo. 
Farming w i t h  him is merely supplementary t o  h i s  
sheep ra i s ing .  H i s  semi-nomadic e x i s t e n c e  does not 
permit him t o  remain long enough i n  one hogan t o  
develop a genuine attachment for t h e  land .  The 
Navajo, l i k e  t h e  Hopi, u t i l i z e s  f lood  p l a i n s  f o r  
most of h i s  farming, plant ing corn,  squash and 
beans. T h i s  type of farming, l i k e  h i s  l i v i n g  
h a b i t s ,  i s  unstable.  2 



fie s i m i l a r  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  a  O t h e r  r e p o r t s  ma( 

Nava jo S e r v i c e  A g  ronomy Branch Repor t  on Land  Management U n i t  # 3  

( T u b a  City r e g i o n )  in 1 9 3 6  n o t e d :  . 
T h e r e  a r e  t w o  p r i n c i p a l  kinds o f  f a r m e r s  w i t h i n  
t h i s  Unit, the Hopi a n d  the Navajo .  

The Hopis n o t  o n l y  p r a c t i c e  a more modern t y p e  of  
a g r i c u l t u r e  but t h e y  a r e  more e f f i c i e n t  users of 
t h e  a v a i l a b l e  f a r m  l a n d  and w a t e r .  T h e i r  l a n d  is 
usually b o r d e r e d  o r  t e r r a c e d  a n d  p r o t e c t e d  where 
n e c e s s a r y  a g a i n s t  damaging f l o o d  w a t e r s .  They 
r a i s e  a  l a r g e  v a r i e t y  of c r o p s ,  but c o r n  is prob- 
a b l y  the p r i n c i p a l  c r o p  g; Jwn, 

The Navajos ,  i n  most  c a s e s ,  g e t  by w i t h  a s  l ittle 
work  as p o s s i b l e  i n  p roduc ing  c rops ,  and o f t e n  t h i s  
is done to such a n  e x t e n t  t h a t  the  p r o d u c t i v i t y  of 
t h e  farm l a n d  is g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d e 3  

One a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x t e n s i o n  a g e n t  f o r  the  Navajo S e r v i c e  i n  

t h e  mid -19  30's r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Navajos  g e n e r a l l y :  

d o  n o t  h a v e  much knowledge a n d  l a c k e d  p z o p e r  a p p r e -  
c i a t i o n  o f  the i m p o r t a n c e  of h a n d l i n g  i r r i g a t i o n  
w a t e r  and t h e  u s e  of good f a r m  p r a c t i c e s . .  . . A 
common p r a c t i c e  among t h e  Navajos ,  wh ich  is d e t r i -  
m e n t a l  t o  t h e  f a r m  program is t h e i r  s h i f t i n g  be- 
t w e e n  Summer and W i n t e r  q u a r t e r s .  Almost i n v a r i -  
a b l y ,  as  s o o n  a s  the  c r o p s  a r e  h a r v e s t e d ,  i n  a  
number of c o n c e n t r a t e d  a reas ,  t h e  I n d i a n s  move t o  
t h e  f o o t h i l l s  f o r  the Winter.  In most i n s t a n c e s ,  
t h e y  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  f a r m  area j u s t  i n  time t o  p l a n t  
t h e  s p r i n g  crop a n d  a £  t e ~  m o s t  of the  i r r i g a t i o n  
w a t e r  i s  g o n e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l o n g  i n t e r m i t t e n t  
s t r e a m s  w h e r e  some  of o u r  a g r i c u l  . u r a l  p r o j e c t s  a r e  
l o c a t e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l o s i n g  the u s e  o f  t h e  
i r r i g a t i o n  water ,  they  have f a i l e d  t o  make the  
n e c e s s a r y  r e p a i r s  and do the n e c e s s a r y  c l e a n i n g  o n  
t he  d i s t r i b u t i n g  s y s t e m  so that w a t e r  can be d i s -  
t r i b u t e d  t o  an a d v a n t a g e ,  I n  some i n s t a n c e s  t h i s  
h a s  p reven ted  t h e  use o f  v a l u a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
land. I n  one p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  d u r i n g  t h i s  



growing s e a s o n  . . . t h e  Indi  
the farm a r e a  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  
ear ly  Spring run-of f . 4 

ans f a i l e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  
t ime t o  make use o f  t h e  

D i f f e rences  i n  t r i b a l  ag r i c u l t u  r a l  s t y l e s  e x p l a i n  why t h e  

Hopi c o n t i n u a l l y  s o u g h t  to improve t h e i r  f a r m  a r e a s  and a c q u i r e  

more farm l a n d ,  w h i l e  t h e  Navajo f a i l e d  to  f a r m  many a r e a s  e f f i -  

c i e n t l y ,  d e s p i t e  r e p e a t e d  f e d e r a l  government a t t e m p t s  t o  e n c o u r i g e  

them. From a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1868 t o  around 1910. Hopi f a r m i n g  e f f o r t s  

were hampered i n  s e v e r a l  ways. They were r e q u i r e d  t o  w i t h d r a w  

from s e v e r a l  of  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a rming  a r e a s  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e  

the 1882 R e s e r v a t i o n  because  o f  u s u r p a t i o n  of farm l and  by Mormon 

s e t t l e r s ,  h o s t i l e  i n c u r s i o n s  f rom o u t l y i n g  t r i b e s  such  as the 

Navajo ,  and temporary changes  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  A t  

times, i t  is not e n t i r e l y  c l e a r  which f a c t o r  was p r i m a r y  over the 

o t h e r s .  

In the  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e r e  was a d e f i n i t e  p a t t e r n  of 

Hopi I n d i a n s  r e t u r n i n g  to t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r eas  -- 
which they c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be Hopi t e r r i t o r y .  Hopi f a r m i n g  expanded  

both in s ide  a n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  1 8 8 2  Reserva t ion .  

In r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e s e  a reas ,  the H o p i  m e t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

r e s i s t a n c e  f r o m  the Navajo  a n d  the f e d e r a l  government. Navajos  

had a r r i v e d  i n  many of t h e s e  a r e a s  o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  1 8 7 0 t s ,  and i n  

some areas  much l a t e r .  B y  1910, Navajos  were us ing  Hopi t e r r i t o r y  

i n  t h e  main washes and e l s e w h e r e  which was n e e d e d  by the Hopis f o r  

fa rming  and g r a z i n g  as  w e l l .  Government o f f i c i a l s ,  o f t e n  out of 

ignorance,  s t o o d  i n  the path of the H o p i .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  by 1 9 3 4 .  



t h e  Hopi had succeeded i n  re turn ing  to much, b u t  not a l l ,  of their 

t r a d i t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r y .  They s t  ill considered a l l  these tradi- 

t iona l  areas as Hopi domain. They l.ooked to the  f u t u r e ,  when they 

could again farm the re .  

This r epor t  w i l l  f i r s t  describe t h e  h i s to ry  of  Hopi farming 

ou t s ide  the 1882 Reservation and then t u r n  to the m a i n  washes i n  

t h e  1 8 8 2  Reservation, descr ib ing  the Hopi e f f o r t  t o  r e t u r n  to 

the i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  farming areas. This repor t  cons iders  only those 

area!; recorded by documentary records,  and c e r t a i n l y  omits  many 

undocumented areas  i n  t h e  1934  Reservation. Although prevented 

from using many t r a d i t i o n a l  a r e a s ,  t h e y  s t i l l  considered these 

places t o  be p a r t  o f  t h e i r  inventory -- a  resource t o  be used by 

fu ture  generat  ions. 
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11. Moenkopi Wash, 1540-1934 

A. I n t r o d u c t i o n  

A review o f  the h i s t o r y  of Moenkopi W a s h  i n d i c a t e s  t ha t  the 

Hopi pursued a g r i c u l t u r e  along Moenkopi Wash i n  1934 a n d  for cen- 

t u r i e s  be fore ,  a l t houg h  the e x t e n t  o f  use v a r i e d  throughout the 

c e n t u r i e s .  Hopi farming p r o d u c t i v i t y  peaked i n  the  early twen- 

t i e t h  cen tu ry ,  a n d  cont inued a t  t h a t  . l e v e l  u n t i l  1934, w h e n  an 

i r r i g a t i o n  p r o j e c t  funded and const ructed  by  t h e  f e d e r a l  govern-  

ment with the  a i d  of Hopi  l a b o r  he lped  the Hopi expand t h e i r  o p e r -  

a t i o n s  f u r t h e r .  

A b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  Wash and t h e  su r round ing  a r e a  i s  

h e l p f u l  i n  unders tand ing  the h i s t o r y  of Hopi farming t h e r e .  The 

geographer H . E .  Gregory, i n  1916 ,  de sc r i bed  t h e  Moenkopi Wash t h i s  

A t  Blue Canyon the i n t e r m i t t e n t  s t r e am emerges . . . 
where it i s  con£ ined  between low w a l l s  of bril- 
l i a n t l y  co lo r ed  s a n d s t o n e , .  . . During t h i s  s t r e t c h  
of 3 0  miles, between B lue  Canyon and t h e  c l i f f s  
west of Tuba,  t h e  s t ream is a l t e r n a t e l y  bu r i ed  by 
s a n d  and brought  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  by l e d g e s  of rock. 
Patches  of a l luvium,  10  t o  50 acres  i n  e x t e n t ,  
f l ank ing  t h e  stream channel ,  from t i m e  to  t ime  h a v e  
been  reclaimed by i r r i g a t i o n ,  occas iona l ly  at con- 
s i d e r a b l e  expense.  Near Moencopi v i l l a g e  t h e  
underflow of t h e  s t ream is  brought t o  the s u r f a c e  
by expanded roc,:: ledges  and is supplemented by 
s u p p l i e s  from Rese rvo i r  Canyon and f rom numerous 
s p r i n g s  i n  the v i c i n i t y . .  . . F o r t u n a t e l y  wide  v a l -  
ley f l a t s  below Moencopi v i l l a g e  a r e  favorab ly  
s i t u a t e d  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n ,  and a g r i c u l t u r e  h a s  he re  
reached a higher s t age  of  development than e lsewhere  
i n  the Navajo country .  The Spanish p i o n e e r s  found 
a t  Moencopi c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d s  of c o r n  and of cot- 
t o n . . . ,  1 



Past Moenkopi v i l l age  an d  Kerley Valley, the lower p a r t  of Moenkopi 

Wash wanders for 20 miles and eventual ly  joins  the L i t t l e  Colorado 

River west of  Cameron. 

B. Moenkopi Wash, 1540-1823 

Spanish explorer d i a r y  accounts and Hopi o r a l  h is tory  indi -  

cate that  t h e  f i e l d s  noted by the Spanish were Hopi f i e l d s .  The 

f i r s t  Spanish explorer t o  pass through t h i s  a r e a  was probably Don 

Garcia Lopez de Cardenas i n  1 5 4 0 .  Led by Hopi 'guides westward 

from the  main Hopi mesa v i l l a g e s ,  Cardenas followed a t r a i l  t o  the  

Grand Canyon. There were two ancient  Hopi rou tes  t h a t  went t o  the  

Grand Cenyon from t h e  Hopi v i l l a g e s ,  one of which passed through 

Moenkopi. T o  get t o  the Canyon, Cardenas could have passed through 

the Moenkopi area t r a v e l i n g  from Third Mesa across  the Dennebito 

Valley, Howell Mesa, Coal Mine Mesa t o  Moenkopi Wash ,  o r  he may 

contains no information ind ica t ing  whether he t r a v e l l e d  t h i s  route  
2 

nor any reference t o  a Hopi v i l l a g e  a t  Moenkopi. 

other Spanish explorers  who followed Cardenas d i d  record 

such a pueblo. In 1604, Juan de Onate passed through t h e  Moenkopi 

area on h i s  way t o  Ca l i fo rn ia  and noted a  small pueblo t h e r e ,  

which he refer red  t o  by t h e  d e r i s i v e  term 'Rancherias de 10s Gan- 
3 

dules" because of i t s  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  s i z e .  

I n  J u l y ,  1776 Padre Francisco Garces approached the Hopi 

v i l lages  through t h e  country of t h e  Havasupai t o  t h e  west, and a  

few months l a t e r  i n  November, Padres Dominguez and Escalante 



v i s i t e d  the Hopi from the north a f t e r  passing through Ute coui~t ry .  

The pueblo a t  ~oenkop i  s ighted  by Juan de Onate was uninhabited,  

although Hopi Indians were s t i l l  farming i n  t h e  Wash. 

passing through the area almost one hundred years before 

Mormon s e t t l e r s  would en te r  the region, and over one hundred and 

f i f t y  years a f t e r  Onate, Padre Francisco Garces noted t h a t  t h e  

Hopi of Oraibi,  for ty  miles t o  t h e  e a s t ,  traveled t o  t h e  Moenkopi 

Wash t o  tend the i r  farms the re :  

J u l y  1. I went one league and a half eas t sou theas t ,  
a n d  found a  r i v e r  t h a t  seemed t o  me to  be the Rio 
de San Pedro J a q u e s i l a  [Moenkopi Wash], and on a  
mesa contiguous t h e r e t o  a  half-ruined pueblo. I 
asked what t h a t  was, and they [Yavapai guides]  
answered me t h a t  i t  had been a  pueblo of the Moqui 
[Hopi], and t h a t  some crops which were near t o  a 
spr ing were t h e i r s ,  they coming t o  cu l t iva te  them 
from t h e  same Moqui pueblo [Ora ib i ]  t h a t  i s  today 
s o  l a r g e .  The r ive r  runs l i t t l e ,  and i t  was yel-  
lowish; having crossed i t  and ascended some h i l l s ,  
I entered upon some very wide p l a i n s ,  without one 
t r e e  [Moenkopi Plateau and Coal Mine Mesa] though 
there i s  some small grass ;  and having gone s i x  
leagues [approximately 18 mi les]  i n  the same d i rec -  
t ion  I arr ived a t  some pastures  where t h e  Moquis 
keep t h e i r  horseherd. These pastures  a r e  of d i f f i -  
c u l t  entrance and worse e x i t ;  t h e r e  a re  found some 
scanty aguages [waterholes for man or b e a s t ] .  4 

Apparently, i t  was not uncommon f o r  Hopi 'living i n  Oraibi  t o  t r a v e l  
5 

a d is tance  of for ty  o r  so miles  t o  farm the Moenkopi Wash a rea .  

The Hopi from a l l  t h r e e  mesas farmed many out lying a--3s i n  

much t h e  same way. A t  one time the Hopi l iv ing  a t  Third Mesa 

probably farmed an a r e a  of land extending from Oraibi  to  Coal Mine 

Mesa to  Moenkopi and environs -- a l l  t h e  way a t  l e a s t  to  Moenave. 



I n  1823, t h e  Hopi farming s i t e  along Moenkopi Wash was 

c a l l e d  by t h e  Mexicans Los Algodones ( p l a c e  o f  cot  t o n  p l a c t  ing)  . 
I n  August of t ha t  y e a r ,  J o s e  Antonio V izca r r a ,  Governor of New 

Mexico and l e ade r  of a  m i l i t a r y  exped i t ion  a g a i n s t  t h e  Navajos, 

t r a v e l e d  westward f rom O r a i b i  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Los Algodones, 

where he  hoped t o  f i n d  the f l e e i n g  Navajo. Vizcar ra  never  reached 

h i s  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  and he d i d  not f i n d  Navajos i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

B u t  h i s  mention of Los Algodones imp l i e s  t ha t  t h e  Hopi were still 

fa rming  and p robab ly  r a i s i n g  c o t t o n  i n  the Moenkopi Wash a r e a .  

There  a re  s e v e r a l  h i s t o r i c a l  r c fe rences  t o  t h e  Moenkopi a r e a  a s  a  

t r a d i t i o n a l  Hopi c o t t o n  growing a r e a .  Tuba C i t y  once wiis  c a l l e d  

Kotsa tewa or "White Sands" when Ora ib i  Hopis came there t o  p l a n t  

t h e i r  c o t t o n ,  and i n  1 8 6 0 ,  Mormon se t t l e r s  found Hopi c o t t o n  f i e l d s  
6 

a t  Moenkopi. 

I n  1 9 2 9 ,  Moenkopi Hopis d e s c r i b e d  past  c o t t o n - p l a n t i n g  a t  

Moenkopi t o  t h e  Meriam Commission i n v e s t i g a t i n g  Indian  c o n d i t i o n s .  

I n  t h e i r  kiva,  they s t a t e d  t o  Henry Roe Cloud t h a t :  

Hopi Ind ians  know by t r a d i t i o n  and ruins how t h e y  
came, When t i m e  passed Chief of Ora ib i  s topped 
h e r e  [Moenkopi ] and l a t e r  t h e y  were sent  h e r e  where 
is good farming place.  Have used t h i s  p l a c e  r i g h t  
a l ong .  Used t o  plant  c o t t o n  here when t h e y  l i v e d  
a t  Ora ib i . . . .  7 

I n  1968, Harold Cour lander  recorded a more t r a d i t i o n a l  

account  of how the O r a i b i  Hopi t r a v e l e d  t o  and from t h e i r  summer 

farming a r e a  i n  Moenkopi Wash from Lewis Numkena, S r ,  o f  Moenkopi: 

O f  cou r se ,  t h e  Hopi l i v e d  t h e r e  l o n g  b e f o r e ,  a  l o n g  
t i m e  ago. B u t  they moved to  O r a i b i ,  Old Ora ib i .  



They l i v e d  the re  a  long time, bu t  they found t h a t  
t h e r e  was a  l o t  of water here  [Moenkopi Wash], and 
a t  Ora ib i  they d i d n ' t  have much water. So some of 
t hose  Hopi came back t o  t h e  o l d  v i l l a g e  down t h e r e  
(lower Moenkopi) and p l a n t e d  some vege tab les ,  i r r i -  
ga t ed  t h e  f i e l d s ,  j u s t  smal l  p i e c e s  (of l a n d ) .  

Of course  a t  t h a t  time t h e r e  werc no Navajos, no 
whi te  men, jus t  t h e  Hopis, by themselves. The 
farmers (from Ora ib i )  came out here ,  s t a r t i n g  a t  
day l igh t .  S t a r t e d  running down here  and when they  
go t  here  they worked t h e i r  farms. Towards sundown 
they  s t a r t e d  running home. Between Oraibi  and he re  
i t ' s  forty-two mi les ,  and you have t o  run home 
aga in  toward sundown. And the  next morning, come 
back again .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way they 'd  been dplng. But 
a f t e r  harves t  time they 'd  j u s t  l e ave  the  p l a c e  and 
s t a y  home i n  Ora ib i ,  doing ceremonials  i n  winter  
time . 8 

Hopis commonly r an  long  d i s t a n c e s  t o  farm ou t ly ing  a r e a s .  

For i n s t ance ,  Don Talayesva 's  autobiography,  Sun Chief: The A u t o -  

b i o a r a ~ h v  of  a   HOD^ Indian i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a s  l a t e  as 1910 he t r a v -  

e l e d  from Ora ib i  t o  Moenkopi i n  seven hours  on f o o t .  He a l s o  s t a t e d  

t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  's uncle "used t o  r i s e  wi th  t he  chickens,  run t h e r e  

[Moenkopi] be fo re  breakfas t ,  c u l t i v a t e  h i s  farm, and r a c e  back i n  
9 

t h e  evening. " 

C. Moenkopi Wash, 1823-1878 

I n  1858,  when Jacob Hamblin and o t h e r s  Mormon m i s s i o n a r i e s  

en te red  Hopi t e r r i t o r y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime ,  they found Ora ib i  Hopis 

farming a long  Moenkopi Wash. Very l i t t l e  had changed a t  Moenkopi 

since t h e  Garces and Escalante exped i t i ons  had v i s i t e d  t h e  a r e a  i n  

1776. I n  t h e  in te r im,  t h e  Hopi i n  a l l  l i ke l ihood  t r a v e l e d  back 



t h e i r  c r o p s  as t h e y  had dona Lr\ t h e  i r l d  1 ' : \ 1 d ' h -  

For the n e x t  twenty years, M o y w N \  rni sai.\i~at r t:e *nd ! 1 ad@!'fi 

passed  through t h e  Moenkopi Wash area on t h e i r  kay ' 3  t Hopi 

mesas i n  t h e  1882 Rese rva t ion .  Along t h e  way, they noted Hopi 

f a rms  t h e r e .  

I n  September of 1859 ,  J a c o b  Hamblin and a  group of Mormons 

made a second  journey t o  the  Hopi v i l l a g e s .  M i s s i o n a r i e s  Thales 

H a s k e l l  and Marion She l ton  remained i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o v e r  t h e  win- 

t e r .  I n  t h e  fo l lowing  s p r i n g ,  t h e  Hopi t o o k  them to  see t h e i r  

summer fa rms l o c a t e d  i n  Moenkopi Wash a b o u t  f o r t y  miles to  t h e  
10 

west . 
H a s k e l l ' s  j o u r n a l  b r i e f l y  d e s c r i b e d  Hopi f armincj i n  t h e  

Moenkopi Wash as  he  passed  through t h e  a rea  on h i s  r e t u r n  t o  U t a h :  

T rave led  18 mi les  and a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Movincopy t h i s  
is  a s m a l l  s t r eam where t h e  O r i b e s  r a i s e  c o t t o n  and 
they  recommended i t  t o  u s  a good p l a c e  to  b u i l d  a 
m i l l  and f o r  the Mormons t o  make a  s m a l l  s e t t l e -  
ment. 11 

J u a n i t a  Brooks ,  a h i s t o r i a n ,  n o t e d  i n  her f o o t n o t e s  t o  Haeke1  

j o u r n a l  t h a t  " t h e  c u l t u r e  of c o t t o n  i n  t h i s  isolated r e g i o l 1  fatcln 

a l s o  mentioned by Cardenas i n  1540." and t h a t  i t  was a d i ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ l ;  

s p e c i e s  " r a i s e d  i n  small  amounts e s p e c i a l l y  t o  be woven i n t o  c1ot-h 
1 2  

f o r  ce remonia l  dancing  purposes  " 

AS e a r l y  a s  1868, s e v e r a l  Hopis w e r e  o n c e  a g a i n  l i v i r l g  

permanently a t  ~ o e n k o p i .  Most l i k e l y ,  i t  was a  Hopi named Tuba 

( a . k . a .  Teuve)  a n d  h i s  r e l a t i v e s  who r e e s t a b l i s h e d  a v i l l a g e  

t h e r e .  Hosteen Be-co-de, a Navajo who moved in to  the D e n n e b i t o  



Wash forty miles east of Tuba City after the release of Navajos 

from Bosqce Redondo, recalled in an affidavit taken in 1898: 

When the Navajos were returned from Fort Sumner, 
the Moqui 1ndians were farming on Moen Coppi Wash, 
raising cotton, corn and melons; at that time there 
were five families of them and the Indians have 
lived on this Wash ever since. There were no Mor- 
mon families here then.13 

Tuba and his family established.amicable relations 

with Mormon missionaries in the area, and in 1870, Tuba 

and his wife were even persuaded by Jacob Hamblin to visit 

Salt Lake City, Utah. When they returned from their trip 

in September, 1871 they went back to Moenkopi. Sometime 

around 1871-1872, led by Tuba, more Hopis settled at Moen- 

kopi. In 1872, J.H. Beadle visited the Hopi villages and 

described the Moenkopi migration: 

Telashminki and Tuba, two Orabes, husband and wife, 
accompanied Hamblin to Salt Lake City, and were 
delighted witn all they saw. Since their return, a 
portion of Oraybes have seceded from the main body, 
and established a new settlement, to which they 
invite white men, and propose more friendly rela- 
tions.14 

Mormon sectlers accepted Tuba's invitation to settle. In 

the spring of 1873, fifteen years after Jacob Hamblin first visited 

the Hopi, Mormons began arriving in the M o e ~ b p i  area to take up 

residence. While exploring the Little C~lorado River country, 

Hamblin established a farm at "Moweabby" (Moenave), eight miles 

northwest of "Moencroppa" (Moenkopi). A t  the same time, a Mormon 

settlement expedition led by Horton D. E-..ight came to Moenkopi. 



TLe =zict t  SZCLLP s=ayee ocly a Cew months. f i n d L n g  :.5e ;tie* 

totally unsuitable for thei: needs. In June, they returned c3 

K2zZj iz Ukak Terri~o-7 with ;amb Samblin. Boweve:, cr? his way 

TO Kanab, Zacob Smblin met John D. Lee, a refugee of ?fie K W n t ~ i n  

!4tadows massacre, on the trail 2nd instrxted him t o  t b k e  Care 3f 

'Cis far= at Ncenave. Lee went to Moonave and farned Hirrtiblin'b 

property there, and became the first non-Indian resident i n  t h e  

area. ?or a time. however, he mistakenly believed he vas ar 
5 

"Moencroppa." 

Jocn D. Lee's diary indicates that the Hopi were the prifi- 

clple 9ccupants of Mce-kopi Wash below present-day Moenkcpi; S h Z K  

the 3opis passed through the Moenkopi-Moenai e -:sea on t h e i r  vsy cc 

I gather salt at the Gzand Canyon: and +hat this was the rsuzr 

I Oraibi Eiopis took on their way to iialral, Z k k  t? r ~ ? r i p  u i t r i  HcriLcn 

settlers. Other tribes such as the Paiutes and the Navsjcs cccz- 

! sionally passed through the area for trading, hunting, and c L i ~ r  
16 

purposes. 
i 

I Initially, Lee thought that all three tribes r t s i d r d  =z a 

t village at Moenkopi. On his first visit there, he describtz iz in 

1 
this way: 

I a litle after Sunrise brought us to the Farm of :te 
Native, including oraves, Navajos & Piutes, of r%c1,.x 
Tuba [Hopi chief] is the Princeple. Their F a x  was - - . -  - -  . .  

... .. -.LYLil d . )~ i i  ~ A L U  UUUY=IU=SIL ~ I I Q  .iasce t n  -2-eZ- 

resses & in the highest state of cultivation, x c t  d 
weed nor a spear of grass to be seen amoung t h e i r  
crop. The Farm is in a narrow fertile vally, 
watered by springs of gcod cold water, abuneazce cf 
grass in the vally for their use -- wire, ElctScLc.: 
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and Nimblewill. They have a heard of$ 
goats, also Asses, all of which they hr 
rall at Night. They have also chick2 
catts. Their houses are built of stoq 
& situatcd on the Top of a Plattou Som! 
above che level. They are saving, Equi 
industrious; thev are also courteous &, 
have corn 
grown. 17 

fit eat (Roasten years), 

Lee's statement indicates that the Hopis had re1 
'4 

stantial village in the Moenkopi area by the 
:<+ 

settle. The architecture of the buildings and the-f 

niques mentioned by Lee certainly were typically ~op'i,?> 

references by Lee regarding the Hopi at the village indic 
-"V 

the Navajo were only visitors at the time. and that the Hopi@ 
18 ,q# 

Navajo were not generally on friendly terms. .;+ 
"9 In early spring of 1874, a party of Mormon settlers led by . 

John S. Blythe entered the Moenkopi Wash area. Accounts left by '.I2 

the Blythe party indicate that some members of the group moved 

into Indian homes at Mr-nkopi, while others took over the Lee 

ranch at Moenave. During their b-:ef stay they set out plantings 1 
of apples, peaches and grapes and prepared the land for crops; 

19 
however, they left by May. 

The Latter-day Saints (LDS) Arizona Mission Journal recorded 

their description of the Moenkopi Wash area: 

[March 28-30, 1874 arriving at Moenkopi] 

[28th] A fine morning, M.P. Blythe, continued on 
our journey, crossing the creek in Moencopy wash ... Arrived at the Orfba farm about dusk found no 
one there.... 



journal for Octcber 30 and November lr 1875, noted the following 

when traveling from Moenave to Moenkopi: 

[30thl We traveled 8 miles to L . 2  Mo-an-coppy. 
The party of Indians who were with Pahtnish and wha 
camped near us last night went on West hunting, 
Pahtnish himself traveling with us to the Moan- 
coppy. There is a body of good land here but the 
water supply is limited. We estimate that 15 
families could find farms. The land is now occu- 
pied by the Moquis Indians of the Oriba villiage 
[sic]. They raise wheat, corn, squash, potatoes, 
carrots and some fruit. 

[lst] This morning at day break we heard distant 
singing .... The voices gradually drew nearer till 
a large party of Oriba Indians came in sight. They 
had come from their villiage [sic] about 35 miles 
distant to gather the remnant of their crops.23 

James S. Brown's journal account for December 3, 1875 included thz 

following information about the early Mormon settlement: 

we reached Moanccppy ... I was impressed to make 
this place winter quarters, and designated a site 
for a fort.... Near this place there were some old 
Indian [Hopi] farms and a few stone huts laid up 
without mortar [Moenkopi village], but all had been 
deserted.... The morning after we had camped there, 
a small hunting party of Navajos came in, and ... 
departed. 24 

Two years later (March, 1878), Andrew S. Gibbons, residing 

at Moenkopi! noted in his journal for March 4-10, and July 20-22 a 

similar description of Hopi farming: 

[March 4-10] During this week quite a few Oribas 
came from the village to commence operations in 
farming. They seemed to feel well and desirous to 
imitate our example in farming .... 



[29th] 2 Oribes came into camp while we were meet- 
ing. Tuba [Hopi Indian] and two others came in in 
[sic] the evening, they seemed very glad to see 
us.. . . 
[30th] Tuba showed the brethen around the Place 
[Moenkopi] and gave them two pieces of land and 
water privileges, we then hauled our wagon up to 
the town [Moenkopi village] where Bro. Jacob had 
marked the site of the fort. E.P. Mangum. 

[May 5, 1874 leaving Moenkopi for Moenavel 

[Sth] Bro. Blythe agreed with the Oribas to look 
after our farms promising to give them 1/2 share 
for looking after it, we then started out, arrived 
all right at the Mowe-abbe [Moenavel. 20 

Tuba had also wanted John D. Lee to settle at Moenkopi, and 

had offered him sources of water. It is apparent that Hopis felt 

entitled to allocate the land and water. It also was not uncommon 

for the Oraibis not to be in Moenkopi. Lee's diary indicated that 

the ~ o p i  often left Moenkopi village to attend ceremonies and 
2 1 

dances at Oraibi. 

Mormon settlement offered Hopis an opportunity for trade 

and would discourage Navajo raiding. In 1860, the Hopi had ex- 

pressed an interest in the establishment of a Mormon cotton mill 

at Moenkopi, but in the years 1865-1869, Navajo raiding in Utah 

Territory cut off all trade between Hopis and Mormons. With Mor- 

mons settled in the area, Hopi-Mormon trade relations were likely 
22 

to continue despite Navajo raiding. 

Eventually, the Mormons accepted Tuba's invitation. In 

1875, Anthony W. Ivins and James S. Brown were in the first Mormon 

group to settle in the area permanently. Anthony W. Ivins' 



jccrnal for October 30 and November 1, 1875, noted the following 

when traveling from Moenave to Moenkopi: 

[30th] We traveled 8 miles to the Mo-an-coppy. 
The party of Indians who were with Pahtnish and who 
camped near us last night went on West hur.ting, 
Pahtnish himself traveling with us to the Moan- 
coppy. There is a body of good land here but the 
water supply is limited. We estimate that 15 
families could find farms. The land is now occu- 
pied by the Moquis Indians of the Oriba villiage 
[sic]. They raise wheat, corn, squash, potatoes, 
carrots and some fruit. 

[lst] This morning at day break we heard distant 
singing .... The voices gradually drew cearer till 
a large party of Oriba Indians came in sight. They 
had come from their villiage [sic] about 35 miles 
distant to gather the remnant of their crops.23 

James S. Brown's journal account for December 3, 1875 included the 

following information about the early Yormon settlement: 

we reached Moancoppy ... I was impressed to make 
this place winter quarters, and designated a site 
for a fort.... Near this place there were some old 
Indian [Hopi] farms and a few stone huts laid up 
without mortar [Moenkopi village], but all had been 
deserted.... The morning after we had camped there, 
a small hunting party of Navajos came in, and ... 
departed. 24 

Two years later (March, 1878), Andrew S. Gibbons, residing 

at Moenkopi, noted in his journal for March 4-10, and July 20-22 a 

similar description of Hopi farming: 

[March 4-10j During this week quite a few Oribas 
came from the village to commence operations in 
farming. They seemed to feel well and desirous to 
imitate our example in farming .... 



[July 201 The wheat ripening very fast. Indians 
commenced flocking from the villages to harvest 
their wheat.... 

[July 221 Continued harvesting. Weather very 
hot. No rain. Crops getting d5~. Indians con- 
tinue to come from the village. 

Mormon settlement in the Moenkopi Wash area did not prevent 

the Hopi from Oraibi from living at Moenkopi and continuing their 

farming in the Wash, but they may have been intimidated by Paiutes 
26 

and Navajos. For a short while, the Oraibis did not stay at 

Moenkopi for any length of time, except to plant and harvest their 

crops thert. The Ivins, Brown, and Gibbons accounts show that 

Hopis occupied their traditional farming areas in the Moenkopi 

Wash from 1875 to 1878, growing crops as diversified as wheat and 

cotton, even though there seemed to be a threat from Navajos en- 

camped twenty-five miles to the northeast. 

Hopi oral history supplies added information about Hopi 

occupation of the Moenkopi Wash area prior to and after Mormon 

settlement. Quoted in a 1950's report on irrigation projects on 

the Western Navajo reservation, Frank Tewanimptewa (a.k.a. Frank 

Tewa) stated that he was born in Old Oraibi circa 1863 on what is 

now the 1882 Executive Order Reservation, and that he was 12 years 

old when the Mormons settled in Tuba City (1875). Tewanimptewa 

stated: 

For many years the Hopis from Old Oraibi traveled 
to what is now Moencopi and Pasture Canyon. The 
first crops were cotton and wheat, later on we 
planted corn, beans; and melons. When I first 
moved to ~oencopi, I helped build the first five 



houses in the village. For many years the Moencopi 
Wash was very shallow and the water was diverted by 
small dirt diversions. 27 

In the 19301s, anthropologist Gordon MacGregor recorded 

various Hopi oral accounts about early Hopi farming in Moenkopi, 

and subsequent Mormon settlement. Frank Tewanimptewa gave the 

following information to MacGregor, who reported it to the Commis- 

sioner of Indian Affairs (CIA). 

Teuve [Tuba, a Hopi Indian1 first settled at Moen- 
copi and then built a log cabin at the spring Tuba, 
named Teuve. He encouraged the Mormons to move 
near him, but later Teuve returned to the site of 
Moencopi. The Mormons had built a spinning house 
here. Tuba City was originally called Kotsatewa or 
White Sands, when the Oraibi people came here to 
plant their cotton.... The Mormons came, developing 
the spring and three reservoirs [in Pasture 
Canyon]. They also made an outlet for the water in 
Pasture Canyon bringing water down to the present 
farmlands at the end of the Canyon. Moencopi Wash 
was then a broad plain with cottonwood trees, hav- 
ing no deep gully as now runs through it.... At 
this time no Navajos iived anywhere around this 
countryside. Vary rarely a few appeared to trade, 
but they returned again to their homes to the 
northeast. Lololoma asked his associate chiefs and 
ceremonial headmen to volunteer to settle Moencopi, 
the summer farming place of Oraibi. 28 

Tewanimptewa's accounts are supported by the oral accounts 

of other Hopis. For instance, Mark Quashara was also quoted in 

the 1950's irrigation project report. At the time of Mormon set- 

tlement, he stated that Moenkopi Wash was very "shallow and the 

Indians were diverting [water] from the Wash at many different 
29 

points by building small dirt diversions." 



Poli Naimkiwa, also an informant of Gordon MacGregor's, 

gave MacGregor additional data on early Oraibi farming practices 

in Moenkopi Wash. 

At the time when Teuve [Tuba, a Hopi Indian1 was at 
Oraibi, all the farming at Moencopi was cotton 
raising by Oraibi. The farmers would leave at 
dawn, walk to Moencopi, irrigate and cultivate the 
fields and return by evening. There was some dan- 
ger then from outside people, and rarely did anyone 
stay overnight, except to irrigate. There w a s  no 
settlement. The reason of this planting was be- 
cause the land was best adapted to cotton, needed 
for our clothing. The land had been cultivated 
always although no settlements were made. Sukh 
trouble as there was, was with the Paiutes, not 
with the Navajos. This was a true story, handed 
down by our elders.30 

Tewanimptewa's, Quashara's, and Naimkiwa's statements in 

conjunction with the historical evidence already presented show 

that the Hopi farmed in the Wash area continuously, and that the 

Hopi could farm anywhere along the Wash, simply by pushing to- 

gether "small dirt diversions." The flat alluvial floor of Moen- 

kopi Wash described by the Hopi began to intrench and farming 

conditions changed rapidly after 1880 because of overgrazing along 
31 

its drainage, and due to climatic changes. 

Several points are clear from the preceding discussion. 

They are: 

1. Hopis occupied and used the Moenkopi Wash area 
for centuries prior to the arrival of the 
Mormon settlers. They had occupied a pueblo 
at Moenkopi at various times. They also had 
extensive farming operations along the Wash 
prior to the arrival of the Mormon settlers in 



Poli Naimkiwa, also an informant of Gordon MacGregor's, 

gave MacGregor additional data on early Oraibi farming practices 

in Moenkopi Wash. 

At the time when Teuve [Tuba, a Hopi Indian] was at 
Oraibi, all the farming at Moencopi was cotton 
raising by Oraibi. The farmers would leave at 
dawn, walk to Moencopi? irrigate and cultivate the 
fields and return by evening. There was some dan- 
ger then from outside people, and rarely did anyone 
stay overnight, except to irrigate. There was no 
settlement. The reason of this planting was be- 
cause the land was best adapted to cotton, needed 
for our clothing. The land had been cultivated 
always although no settlements were made. Sukh 
trouble as there was, was with the Paiutes, not 
with the Navajos. This was a true story, handed 
down by our elders.30 

Tewanirnptewa's, Quashara's, and Naimkiwa's statements in 

conjunction with the historical evidence already presented show 

that the Hopi farmed in the Wash area continuously, and that the 

Hopi could farm anywhere along the Wash, simply by pushing to- 

gether %mall dirt diversions." The flat alluvial floor of Moen- 

kopi Wash described by the Hopi began to intrench and farming 

conditions changed rapidly after 1880 because of overgrazing along 
31 

its drainage, and due to climatic changes. 

Several points are clear from the preceding discussion. 

They are: 

1. Hopis occupied and used the Moenkopi Wash area 
for centuries prior to the arrival of the 
Mormon settlers. They had occupied a pueblo 
at Moenkopi at various times. They also had 
extensive farming operations along the Wash 
prior to the arrival of the Mormon settlers in 
the mid-1870's. 



2. Hopis felt that they possessed certain pro- 
prietary interests in the territory surround- 
ing Moenkopi, and could grant rights of usage 
to the land and water, if they so chose. 

3. There appear to have been amicable relations 
between the Kormons and the Hopi in the ini- 
tial period (1858-1875) of their contact. 

4 .  Prior to the 18701s, there appear to have been 
no Navajos or Paiutes either residing or farm- 
ing in the immediate Moenkopi Wash area, though 
they passed through the area. 

In the 1930fs, Dr. Harold S. Colton, a leading anthropol- 

ogist and expert on the Hopi Indians, who had spent twenty-six 

years gathering information on the Hopi and Navajo, concluded 

that: 

In the early 1870's Chief Tuba rebuilt the village 
[Moenkopi] under the protection of the Mormons, who 
had settled at Tuba City. By 1878, Moencopi was 
well established and has been continuously occupied 
ever since.... Hopi have been living in the pueblo 
at Moencopi continuously since the 1870's; they use 
the springs for irrigation and have fields below 
the pueblo and in Pasture Canyon .... 
[After citing material from the journal of Fran- 
cisco Garces, he recommended that] continued use of 
the land for five hundred years should give Hopis 
title to Moencopi, the fields, a grazing area, and 
woodland rights. The Navajos who have been there 
for less than seventy years have no valid claim to 
lands so long used by the Hopi.32 

D. Moenkopi Wash, 1878-1901 

Mormon settlement at Tuba City changed' the entire economic 

and social situation of the Hopi village at Moenkopi. While Hopis 

from Oraibi continued to travel to the Moenkopi Wash area to farm, 
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the Mormon population increased at Tuba City. Soon, however, 

increasing numbers of Mormon settlers were drawn to the region. 

They expanded their holdings, and began to develop the waters in 

nearby Pasture/Reservoir Canyon. In addition, the Mormon settle- 

ment at Tuba City drew many Navajos encamped outside this area to 

trade "here. During this period, however, Navajos did not settle 

in the imaediate Moenkopi/Tuba City area. Mormon expansion and 

the influx of Navajos to the area created problems for the Hopi. 

In 1875, Mormon settlers built a fort just north of the 

Moenkopi village. They also constructed a cotton mill below the 

bluff upon which Moenkopi village sat. For the next two years, 

they lived near the Hopi village, and occupied two pieces of land 

and springs given to them by Chief Tuba. See Portfolio Map #1 for 
33 

the location of the fort and spinning mill. 

In 1878, they abandoned this land and removed themselves to 

a new location, which would become the site of Tuba City. Accord- 

ing to one historian, on September 17, 1878, several Mormons in 

the company of Tuba walked from Moenkopi to the spring about two 

miles northwest of Moenkopi. There they drew up plans for a com- 

munity and named it "Tuba city in honor of the most prominent 

member of the community which then consisted of nine families." 

Thereafter several Hopi families built homes at Tuba City, includ- 
34 

ing Tuba himself. 

Prior to Mormon settlement, Hopi-Mormon relations were 

friendly and conflict-free. After settlement, relations between 

the two groups deteriorated rapidly. Trouble began in the spring 



of 1879, when a land dispute broke out between Hopis and Mormons, 

probably over land at Tuba City. William B. Mateer, Hopi Agent at 

Keams Canyon, reported the? matter: 

Tu-bee, formerly a chief of the Oraibe Village is 
here and complains that the Mormons are intruding 
upon their farming lands at Moen-Kappi and inter- 
fering with thei'r planting. He states that his 
father planted there when he was a boy, as well as 
many other Oraibis, and that it is their ground .... 
I would respectfully inquire whether there is not 
some law by which the Indians can be protected in 
their rights to lands which they have cultivated 
for a century or more? 35 

At this time, Hopis were forced out of the Tuba City farm- 

ing area. Tuba moved back to Moenkopi. Between 1878 and 1888, 

more Hopis from Oraibi decided to join Tuba and his relatives 

living at Moenkopi. The village of Moenkopi lay on a bluff over- 

looking the Wash and was situated between the spinning mill and 

the Mormon fort (see Portfolio Map tl). By 1888, according to a 

map of the area drawn by Indian Bureau Inspector H.S. Welton, 

there were at least seven Hopi houses built at Moenkopi, one of 

which may have been Frank Tewanimptewa's house (see Portfolio Map 

$1). Welton's map showed no sign that Navajos lived anywhere in 

the immediate vicinity of Moenkopi village, but showed that Hopis 

farmed along a stretch of Moenkopi Wash measuring approximately 1 
36 

3/4 miles (506 rods) in length. 

In 1885, Edgar Stone moved into the abandoned old Mormon 

fort situated above Moenkopi village and opened a trading post. 

During the time he ran his trading post from 1885 to 1883, Hopis 



continued to farm along the Wash and Reservoir Canyon. According 

to Stone, Hopis farmed the entire Moenkopi Wash "exclusively" with 

the exception of one Mormon, C'nristian L, Christensen, who had 

Tuba's permission to farm there. His farm was located west of the 

Hopi farms indicated on Welton's map (Portfolio Map #l) and farther 
37 

down Moenkopi Wash. 

Conflict between Hopis and Mormons erupted asain in 1887, 

when the settlers tried to lay claim to Hopi farms in thi !dash. 

In August, several Mormons in Tuba City, one of whom was Lot Smith, 

induced Edgar Stone to sell his property to them. In a quit claim 

deed for $800.00, Edgar Stone sold his trading post (old Mormon 

fort) to these Mormons. Next, they tried to reclaim farm lands in 

Reservoir Canyon associated with the property. Although these 

plots were then being farmed by Hopis, the Mormons claimed them 

based on the fact that in 1874-1875, the earliest Mormon settlers 

had farmed the land before t h ~ y  removed to Tuba City. Immediately 
38 

a Hopi-Mormon dispute occurred. 

In February, 1888, the Hopis, led by Qua-che-qua, complained 

to Mormon leaders of their treatment by Smith and others, which 

included having guns drawn on them, being kicked and cuffed, and 

having their sheep killed. The Mormons tried to settle the matter 

among themselves. During a council held by the settlers, Lot 

Smith's actions were ruled against. Nevertheless, troubles con- 
39 

t inued . 
In mid-1888, Special Agent H.S. Welton was dispatched to 

settle the matter. In his report, he outlined the dispute and 



drew a map showing the land situation and the extent of Hopi- 

occupied land around Moenkopi village. Welton's report named the 

individual Hopi occupants that matched the four areas outlined on 

his map (Portfolio Map #I). They were: 

Farm section $1 Lo-tock-see (a.k.a. La-tox-i) 
Farm section #2 Quash-a-qua (a.k.a. Qua-che-qua) 
Farm section #3  Ah-cou-cha (a.k.a. A-Kau-ish-i or 

Ah-cow-er-shee) 
Farm section # 4  Och-she 

Welton's report and map, along with Edgar Stone's information, 

indicate that from 1885 to 1888, Hopis cultivated an area of Moen- 

kopi Wash 1-3/4 miles in length and an area in Reservoir Canyon, 

where they also used springs just east of Lot Smith's house (old 
40 

Mormon Fort and former trading post of Edgar Stone). 

Apparently, Welton did not settle the Mormon-Hopi land 

dispute. Instead, matters intensified. In 1889, Lot Smith and 

several Mormons put a dam across the Moenkopi Wash and usurped 

land there belonging to the Hopis. In 1898, Navajc Jack, a Navajo 

who lived farther up Moenkopi Wash, described in an affidavit what 

transpired: 

The Mormons put in the first dam on the Moen Coppi 
Wash about nine years ago. They built it right on 
top of the Oraibi ditch; the Oraibas had built this 
ditch or dam, and the Mormons took the dam and 
built on top of it. The Oraibas had farmed on the 
Moen Coppi Wash from just below the dam at Moen 
Coppi, down to the hill above Ett-set-ta's [ a.k.a. 
Itz-ze-tee or Atsidil farm. The names of some of 
these Oraiba Indians were Tuba; A-Kau-ish-i [a.k.a. 
Ah-cow-er-shec]; Ka-tchi-na-ma-na [a.k.a. Cotch- 
che-mon-nee]; La-tox-i [ a.k.a. Lay-toke-she], Ma- 
wi, and many others whose names I cannot recall. 
Lot Smith, one of the Mormons, took the land from 
these Oraiba Indians about nine years ago. 41 



Government officials tried to end these conflicts by allot- 

ting land to the '~ndians. In 1892, Special Allotting Agent john 

S. Mayhugn was sent to the area. On Juns 22, 1892, he reported on 

the Hopi-Mormon land disputes to CIA Thomas J. Morgan, recommend- 

ing that the Moenkopi area be incladed in a proposed extension of 

the 1882 Reservation. He stated: 

The Oraibis claim that their families once owned 
all of the land at Tuba City and used all of the 
water and the Mormons came there about 20 years ago 
and commenced driving them gradually from the best 
land and have taken the water until they have lit- 
tle >r none--thsy further state that one Lot Smith 
a leading Yormon plowed up this spring the planted 
crop of corn, beans and melons of one family .... 
Supt. Collins believes a great injustice has been 
perpetrated upon the OraibF village of the Moqui 
tribe in this particular by the Mormon settlers, in 
which opinion I concur. It is believed that if the 
west boundary of this reservation was established 
that most of the land would be within the limit of 
?!?a M y 1 1  i Reservation. 4 2 

When he wrote his report, Mayhugh had not realized that two days 

earlier, on June 20, 1892, a dispute over pasture land occurred 

between Lot Smith and a Navajo. Lot Smith .7as killed in the en- 
4 3 

suing gun engagement. 

Shortly after Smith's death in June, a new complication 

arose. A Navajo named Charley Itz-ze-tee (a.k.a. Atsidi or Ett- 

set-ta) and his relatives purchased a house, orchard, and some 

land along Moenkopi Wash, which the Mormons had taken earlier from 

thn Unrr;c The.. nvnk-nrad kr.rr.rr r-dillan hl=nba4-s =nil haaAc F n r  - - -  -- --a * .  - __. _ _  - .  - . .  

the property, but it is unclear how the Mormon who sold the land 



to them gained title to this land -- if he did so at all. The 

location of the purchased land was west of the four Hopi sections 
4 4  

described in H.S. Welton's map. 

Allotting Agent Mayhugh returned to Moenkopi in late 1892 

to allot land to the Indians living there. Mayhugh allotted ten 

plots of land along Moenkopi Wash and up Reservoir Canyon, nine of 

them to Hopi Indians. The other plot went to Charley Itz-ze-tee 
4 5 

because he had purchased the land from the Mormons. 

The allotting of land to the Indians did not resolve the 

situation. After Mayhugh left, several Mormons refused to let 

Hopis farm their allotments in Moenkopi Wash or Reservoir Canyon. 

Immediately, the Hopis complained to Allotting Agent Mayhugh, who 

reported the matter to the Indian Commissioner. On February 23, 

1893, he wrote: 

an 'qdian from Moencopi by th? name of----(illeg- 
ible) son-in-law of Nar she-lc-wa of Moqui tribe 
while working on said Nah-she-ing-ne-wah's homestead 
which I allotted ... was assaulted by a Mormon 
known as Mormon Jim, who horsewhipped him and drove 
him from the land [on] which 3e was at work -- he 
took his hoe from him and said this is not your 
land it belongs to the Mormons and he threatened to 
kill the I.idim if he or any other Moquis attempted 
to cultivate the land or use water From the Moen- 
copi springs -- this Indian and others say that the 
Mormons have taken all of the land I have allotted 
to them -- that they feel vsry bad as they are 
prohibited from planting an: 

"O96 
and will starve 

this winter fqr want of food .. 
At sone point, after hearing further complaints from the 

Hopis, Mayhagh returned to Moenkopi to reallot the land in Moenkopi 



4 

!. Wash and try to settle the dispute once and for all. This time 

Mayhugh allotted twelve tracts of land -- nine tracts to Hopis and 
three to Navajos. The Navajos were allotted the Moenkopi Wash 

holdings prchased by Itz-ze-tee, while the Hopi allotments in- 

cluded disputed lands in Moenkopi Wash and Reservoir Canyon which 

Mormons had earlier taken from the Hopis. In 1897, these allot- 
4 7 

ments were certified by the CIA. 

Portfolio Map # 2  lists the names of the allottees in the 

Wash, and the location of each allotment. The following is a list 

of the Hopi and Navajo allottees certified in 1897 and listed on 

the map. The acreage given to each allotment included all the 

land between Moenkopi Wash's embankments, including the non-arable 
48 

cliffs above the Wash. 

Hopi Allottees (1893) 

Total 

Navajo Allottees (1893) 

70 acres 
67 acres 
60 acres 
60 acres 
66 acres 
67 acres 
67 acres 
72 acres 
72 acres 

601 acres 

87 acres 
40 acres 
40 acres 

Total 167 acres 

This first allotment attempt e3tablishes that Eopis farmed 
! 

acreage at the base of Reservoir Canyon and most of the available 



farm land along Moenkopi Wash east and west of the village, with 

the exception of the three Navajo allotments which abutted the 

Hopi allotments along their western boundary. The Hopi allotments 

included most of the land they had been farmins before Lot Smith 

and other Mormons started encroaching on their land. The Navajo 

allotments were based on land usurped from the Hopis in 1889 by 

Mormons. Charley Itz-ze-tee, one ofthe Navajo allottees, may 
49  

have faced some conflict with the Hopis over this situation. 

Despite Mayhugh's reallotment work, trouble continued be- 
& ;;.: '- : - tween the Hopi a-.d Mormons. Several Mormons strenuously objected kL,.j::L,;;;;.':,;;;.;. >; 
1 .  . . . .  I..!'. 
i'.:, :. -.. C ' , ' . .  .. 

to the Hopi allotments. They felt that they held rights to cer- !, :.....r;~:l';.. ..:, :. . .  
,. - ." ,,;.. 'i . - , . 
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. .r<..  >ti  . . - 
tain tracts of land in Moenkopi Wash and Reservoir Canyon, and ?$;,j +.;: , . ..,,',- ,::..,.:;.:':~. " 

- ,  ; . ' .  apparently were willing to use force to recover this land. Five . . 

months later Lololoma, an Oraibi chief, complained to John Mayhugh 
t 

that: 

the government :lad given land to some of his people 
at Moencopi W a d  and failed to protect them and 
that the Mormons had taken their water and driven 
them off the land allctted to them besides abusing I 
and beating them . . ." 
Ashton Nebeker, who came to Moenkopi in 1893 shortly after 

Lot Smith's death, and Robert Sensbury, another Mormon, claimed 

the former Mormon farming areas in the Moenkopi Wash (the west 

half of claims 9 and 4 ,  and claims 1, 2, and ? on Portfolio Map 

2). The disputed land was west of the red line marked on Port- 
5 1 

folio Map #2. 

Ashton Nebeker forced the Hopi to pay his for the privilege 

I of cultivating their own farms, alleging that the land no longer 
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belonged to the Hopis. This situation continued until 1897, when a 
5 2 

white missionary named William Riley Johnson intervened. 

Johnson arrived in Moenkopi in 1896 and renovated the aban- 

doned spinning mill (see Portfolio Map # 2 )  into his headquarters. 

Later, his son reported the following account of the Hopi-Mormon 
troubles. 

The following spring I18971 disputes arose between 
the Mormons at Tuba City and Hopis at Moencopi with 
respect to fields in the valley below the village 
which the Hopis had been planting for many years 
previous. The Mormons attempted to seize the land 
by force, and assaulted several Indians engaged in 
planting them. My father sent a Navajo messenger 
on horseback to Fort Defiance to ... call in armed 
Navajos [Indian police] to protect the Hopis while 
they planted. The permission was granted, and 
forty Navajos were summoned to stand guard over the 
Hopis. Although the Mormons threatened violence if 
this plan was consummated, they made no trouble 
and the [Hopi] fields were finally planted .... 5 5 
This Hopi-Mormon dispute over the Moenkopi Wash drew Mzjor 

Constant Williams, Acting Agent for the Navajo Agency in Ft. De- 

fiance, to investigate the situation. He confirmed that several 

Mormons had taken from the Hopi the dam and ditches around Moen- 

kopi, and had falsely obtained a decree from local courts awarding 

them, as prior and original appropriators, all the waters of Moen- 

kopi Wash. Major Williams recommended an extension of the 1882 
54  

Reservation to include the entire Tuba City area. 

A year later, the government sent Indian Service Inspector 

James L. McLaughlin to Tuba City/Moenkopi to investigate the situ- 

ation thoroughly and make recr.mendations on extending the 



reservation. Once there, McLaughlin immediately turned to the 

land dispute between the Hopi and Ashton Nebeker (Robert Sensbury's 

claim to Allotment #l was never mentioned). After some discussion, 

the Hopi, the Navajo, and Ashton Nebeker signed an agreement which 

allowed McLaughlin to make the following determinations. McLaugh- 

lin gave Nebeker 160 acres of land north of the village of Moen- 

kopi, and the spinning mill situated in Moenkopi Wash, which 

Nebeker was to remove sometime in the near future. To the Hopi, 

McLaughlin gave the strip of land surrounding Moenkopi Springs, 

and water rights to the springs, although this land was not in- 

cluded in the allotments to the Hopi. He also maintained the Hopi 

claim to the Moenkopi Wash land over that of Ashton Nebeker's 

claim, thereby validating the Hopi allotments in the Moenkopi Wash 
5 5 

made by Maghugh five years earlier. 

However, McLaughlin discovered that five Hopis did not wish 

to retain their original allotments at Moenkopi. In 1893, when 

conflicts with the settlers intensified, these Hopis retreated to 

Oraibi to avoid trouble. They told McLaughlin that "they had 

never asked, or applied, for said allotments and did not want 

them, but intended to remain in Oraibi.. . . " This left Mayhugh's 

allotments 81, 2, 5 ,  7 ,  and 8 temporarily open (see Portfolio Map 

8 2 ) .  There were sixteen Hopi families at Moenkopi at this time, 

and Inspector McLaughlin reassigned these allotments to several of 
56 

these Hopis. 

The Navajo allotments assigned by Mayhugh also needed read- 

justment, for one of the original three Navajo allottees, Hos-tell, 



appeared to have left the area. McLaughlin reallotted the ori- 

ginal three Navajo allotments to five Navajos, two of whom had 

been allotted land by Mayhugh. T. . were Charlie Itz-ze-tee and 

Ish-cla-clol-pah-dan-ne. One Navajo allotment had part of a canal 

system constructed through it. These canals were probably placed 

in operation in 1889, when Mormons constructed a dam across Moen- 

kopi Wash (see Portfolio Maps # 4 ,  5, 6, and 11). McLaughLin also 

readjusted the location and numbering system of the allotments in 

the entire Moenkopi Wash. No mention was made that the Navajo 
57 

allotted land was originally Hopi farming land. 

In the McLaughlin reallotment, the Hopis lost land while 

the Navajos gained land. McLaughlin reduced Hopi acreage from 601 

to 220 arable acres, while Navajo acreage in Moenkopi Wash in- 

creased from 167 to 200 acres. Hopi acreage decreased because 

McLaughlin did not include in the Hopi allotments the non-arable 

tracts that lay near and about the Mormon dam. A list of Hopi and 
58 

Navajo allottees follows: 

Hopi Allottees (1899) 

Frank Sheumptewa 
Pole Hongeva 
Lay-toke-she* 
Yay-she-wah* 
Ah-cow-er-shee* 
Nah-she-le-wee* 
Se-wil-tah-mah 
Lo-mah-quap-te-wah 
Charley Ta-las-me-na-wah* 

20 acres 
20 acres 
20 acres 
20 acres 
20 acres 
20 acres 
20 acres 
20 acres 
20 acres 

* Hopis and Navajos who received allotment assignments from 
Allotting Agent John S. Mayhugh in 1893. 



10. Tah-wah-min-tah-wah* 2 0  acres 
11. Na-she-nim-pte-wah 20 acres 

Total 220 acres 

Navajo Aliottees (1899) 

12. Ga-rnaun-bit-se 
13. Charley Itz-ze-tee* 
14. Hosteen Clitsoey 
15. Shoie Clitsoey 
16. Ish-cla-clol-pah-dan-ne* 

20 acres 
60 acres 
40 acres 
4 0  acres 
4 0  acres 

Total 200 acres 

The lands farmed by the Hopis at this time were watered by 

Moenkopi Wash and by water flowing from Reservoir Canyon. The 

land allotted to the Navajos was watered from nearby springs and 

the Mormon Moenkopi Wash i-rigation system. At this time, no 

other Indians than those listed farmed along this section of Moen- 

kodi Wash. However, Mormon settlers such as David Brinkerhoff and 

Joseph H. Lee continued to farm land west of the Navajo allotments. 

McLaughlin's report recommended that in the future, the government 

purchase this non-Indian irrigated land along with the Mormon 
59 

improvements. 

For the next three years, a process began whereby the gov- 

ernment withdrew the Moenkopi area from the public domain; and 

then negotiated with Mormon settlers for the purchase of their 

lands and improvements. 

On January 8, 1900, by, Executive Order, the Moenkopi Wash 

and the surrounding area west of the 1882 Reservation were 

* Hopis and Navajos who received allotment assignments from 
Allotting Agent John S. Mayhugh in 1893. 



"withdrawn from sale and settlement until further ordered." The 

Executive Order did not spell out whether the area would be at- 

tached to the Navajo or Hopi Reservation and there were differing 
6 0 

opinions on which tribe should benefit. 

Some officials, such as CIA William A. Jones, thought the 

area should be added to the 1882 Hopi Reservation, as had been 

recommended by other officials previously. In April 1900, Jones 

recommended this action for several reasons: 

The area included the village of Moenkopi. 

The area had few permanent Navajo settlers but 
did have roving "bands of Navajos and Paiutes." 

The Hopi on the 1882 Reservation would be 
surrounded three sides if Moenkopi were not 
added to the Hopi Reservation. 

The school site chosen for the Hopi at Tuba 
City was located in the area, and therefore 
should be part of the Hopi Reservation. 

The Fort Defiance agency was too distant to 
govern the area, and therefore the area should 
come under the Hopi agency at Keams Canyon.61 

Hopi Superintendent Charles E. Burton and the Hopis living 

on the 1882 Reservation also believed the area should be added to 

the Hopi Reservation. Burton wrote Commissioner Jones that if the 

Tuba City area were included under the Navajo Reservation, there 

would be difficulties administering it. In addition, he noted 

that many of the Hopis who owned land at Moenkopi were also "resi- 

dents of this reservation [I882 Reservation] and [they] are ex- 

ceedingly anxious that they be brought under the control of this 



Superintendent." Despite these recommendations, the area was not 

officiaily attached to either reservation. 6 2 

In 1903, the Mormon holdings were purchased by the federal 

government for $48,000. Included in the purchase were the farm 

lands held by David arinkerhoff and Joseph H. Lee in Moenkopi Wash 

and farm land in Reservoir Canyon held by Ashton Nebecker. The 

following year, Tuba City officiaily became the jurisdictional 

headquarters for the area. For want of a better designation, it 

was thereafter called the Western Navajo Reservation Agency. 
63 

In the 19301s, Poli Naimkiwa, an 1899 allottee, recalled 

the transaction: 

It was difficult to budge the Mormons. The Moencopi 
petitioned against the Mormons being there, through 
their agent Mr. NeedLam. The Government could not 
move the Mormons without paying for their improve- 
ments on the land. The land was turned over to the 
Hopi. The Mormons wanted it paid for, but the 
Hopis have always considered it theirs, and they 
saw no reason to pay for anything but the improve- 
ments, which was suggested by the Government. After 
the petition, the orchards, the farms, and the 
woolen mill and the settlements on up er Pasture 
Canyon were paid for with $45,000.00. %4 

The official Mormon church ward history blamed Supe nten- 

eent Milton 3. Needham (1901-1904) for influencing the Hopi to 

petition for the ejection of the Mormons from the Tuba City area. 

The L.D.S. ward history account stated that: 

soon after the close of the century complications 
arose between the Saints at Tuba city and the In- 
dians. The settlers had no title to their land 
which had not been surveyed and it seems that cer- 
tain Indian agents influenced the Indians to crowd 



the "Mormons" out, telling them that the land by 
right belonged to them.65 

Whether the local agent influenced tho Hopi to petition for 

the removal of the Mormons, or whether the Hopi did so on their 

own initiative, is unclear. The central fact was that the Hopi, 

not any other Indian tribe, petitioned the government to remove 

the Mormon settlers from their lands. Only Hopis considered their 

rights to the land impaired. They fought to keep possession of 

their land and to regain lands that had been usurped by the grow- 

ing Mormon community at Tuba City. 

E. Moenkopi Wash, 1901-1914 

On August 8, 1901, Milton Needham became the first Western 

Navajo Superintendent. Under his administration the trust patents 

to the Hopi and Navajo allotments were delivered on October 20, 

1902. Later it was discovered that the township survey embracing 

these Indian allotments was erroneous and a new survey was made. 

Allotments with the correct legal descriptions were approved July 
6 6 

23, 1904, and trust patents were reissued May 23, 1905. 

For one year the agency and school was located at Blue 

Canyon, twenty-five miles east of Moenkopi. In May, 1902, Super- 

intendent Needham moved it to Tuba City. Needham's first impres- 

sions of the Moenkopi area indicated that Mormon settlers monopo- 

lized the water from Pasture Canyon and sold the water and rented 

farm land to Hopis and Navajos. On his arrival, he described the 

conditions at Moenkopi. 





soon jumped frcm 150 to 200 Hopis, and according to Neoc!ham, 
6 8 

"others" were continuall-! "moving in." 

Superintendent K2edham described this Oraibi migration 

gattern in his reports. ile stated: 

those [Hopis] that have not been allotted [in Moen- 
kopi] are ones that resided at Moencopi prior to 
the time that the Mormons took the water from them 
(circa mid-189O1s1, which act compelled them to go 
to Oraibi, or some other place in order to find 
land that they might cultivate, some of these had 
returned prior to the purchasing of the Mormon 
claim last November [1902], and were renting from 
the Mormons,... and others when they knew that the - -  
Mormon claims were purchased returned at once, 
thinking that they'd et back the land that they 
formerly cultivated. 63 

The location of the land "rented" or "shared" by the Hopis 

cannot be fully determined. According to the Hopi, one area was 

along Moenkopi Wash, probably on the former Lee farm or farther 

down on the former Brinkerhoff farm. Another "rented" area could 

have been the former Nebeker f a ~ a  in Reservoir Canyon, or the 

former Tanner or Smith places in Pasture Canyon (see chapter on 

Pasture/Reservoir Canyon). Or, the rented land could have been 

located on Mormon farm land just west of Tuba City. Given Hopi 

agricultural acquisitiveness and later Hopi claims to Mormon lands 

down Moenkopi Wash, in Reservoir/Pasture Canyon, and at Tuba City 

when the Mormons left the area, it is likely that the Hopi rented 
7 0 

farm land from the Mormons in all of these areas. 

The Navajo, who were suffering from drought conditions, and 

who rented farm land from the Kormons along Moenkopi Wash Zen to 



twelve miles up the Wash toward Blue Canyon, may have seen the 

Mormon ejection as an opportunity to acquire this and other Mormon 
71 

farm land. - 
When the government bought out the Mormons in November, 

1902, the Hopi thought that they were entitled to the Mormon farms 

in and about Moenkopi, and they briefly struggled with the Navajo 

in the area over the vacant 
7 2 

in the Tuba City area. 

In a 1965 interview, 

Mormon land in the Moenkopi Wash and 

Roger Honahni described the scramble 

for the Mormon land and property, and the distribution of the land 

by the government: 

when they [government] come in and ask the Hopi 
people about these Mormons, where they were sleep- 
ing, of course at that time these Mormons are get- 
ting most good lands so they get in trouble with 
the Hopis. So the Hopis start to ask the govern- 
ment service to move them out and finally it takes 
a time for them to agree to take them cut. So the 
government service bought the property from the 
Mormous and send then out. And at that time the 
government service told the Hopi people if they 
want a house they could go up to Tuba City and 
choose their houses So they did .... So they went 
up there and choose the house and then the Yormons 
went out.... 

Our father as the government'service make agreement 
with the Moencopi people that they could have all 
they [Mormons] had when the Mormons were send off. 
And then we get it, we use it for a while, I remem- 
Irr. My relations father [his uncle] used to have 
a piece of land at Tuba City, which Mormons was 
using. I used to go over there and help Out, work 
thatfield with him. And when the Navajos come in 
and everything is given to the Navajos.... 



[Speaking of the Moenkopi Washl ... it's the same 
thing, the same problem from here on down the field 
by Kerley's [trading post in Moenkapi Wash, see 
Portfolio Map g i ] ,  t.le Mormons used to use all that 
field and they make a share with the Hopis [rented 
ic to the Ropis] and the Hopis used to nave a field 
down in that part. I used to go down there and 
work with my father and some others, and when the 
Navajos take control they all was given to the 
Na~ajos.'~ 

In the 193O1s, Poli Naimkiwa (one of Moenkopi's earliest 

residents), gave a similar but more detailed account of what hap- 

pened when the Mormons vacated the area: 

When the Mormons left we were asked by the govern- 
ment to choose the houses of the Mormons we wished 
to have. The government came to us ana asked us to 

vote on taking over the Mormon land. We all raised 
our hands for it, but we now see it was no gift to 
us, and all of it has been given over to the 
Navajo. All the Mormon farms had been givsi~ to the 
Hopi, and four men went over and selected the best 
farms. After one man, Siwiestewa, had taken over a 
farm, a small family of Navajo living by, pulled up 
all the fence posts around the fields for firewood. 
Seeing the trouble taat w s  for us with the Navajo, 
who began herding sheep in the fields, the four 
Hopi men who took Mormon farms did not cultivate 
the fields the first year.74 

From Superintendent Needham's report and the oral accounts 

of Roger Hcinahni and Poli Naimkiwa, one can csnclude that the 

Hopis believed that they were to receive the former farms and 

homes of the Mormons, once the Mormons departed. If the govern- 
ment had allowed this, it would have redressed the loss of abori- 

ginal ~ o p l  lanu ; ,  : '+ i c: also clear that Hopis rented 

farm land from the Mormons farther down the Wash from their 1899 



allotment plots and in the vicinity of Tuba City, and that Hopis 

assumed that these lands would be given to them, 

kiowever, the federal government had other plans for the 

1ar.d. The government retained the rights to most of the Mormon 

farms and used the land to support a government Indian school it 

glanned to transfer from Blue canyon to Tuba City. In the end, 

the Hopis were left with only the land allotted to them in 1899 by 

Inspector McLauqhlin. 

Fortunately, at this time, the aopi wsre able to make good 

use of their allotments because their plots were well located 

along Moenkopi Wash. The Navajo allotted land was not so well 

situated. In 1903, the Mormon dam to the east of the Navajo allot- 

ments was destroyed by a 'lood (see Portfolio Maps #4 and #S) and 

the Navajo allotted land was rendered unproductive. Government 

plans to use the reserved land west of the Navajo allotments (the 

Lee and Brinkerhoff farms) for a government farm also became in- 

cperative. 

Zn 1903, Milton 3. Needham described the problems with the 

dam : 

[4/19/06 (sic)] I have had the dam put in four 
different times this Spring and have succeeded in 
getting all of the land retained as a school farm 
watered and something cuer 100 acres for the In- 
dians, and the Indiaxs are now &reparing to plant 
the same; alreac?y 33 Navajos and 10 Moquis obtained 
land.. . 
[12/31/031 The dan in the Moenkopi Wash went out 
for part of November 1902, and was put in until we 
began to take possession the 1st of March 1903, 
thu- leaving the farming lands for four months 



without any water. From March 2cd to November 5, 
1903, the dam was washed out by high water ten 
times. We consequently had to put the dam in 
e1=-;en different times between March 2nd a. . Novem- 
ber 5 t h ,  1903.... 7 5 

The old Mormon dam washed out again the following year, and 

was not repaired. Until the dam was repaired, all plans to make 

the government land and the Navajo allotted land productive were 

impossible. The Hapi and the Navajo allotment information is 
7 6 

plotted on Portfolio Maps # 3  (1899), #5 (1909), and 86 (1911). 

The future government farm lay west of the Navajo allot- 

ments and was a combination of the Joseph A. Lee and David Brink- 

erhoff farms. In 1905, according to Superintende~t Mathew M. 

Murphy, who succeeded Milton Needham as superintendent, the gov- 

ernment. farm in Moenkopi Wash included: 

240 acres reserved [land]; this land is about 3 
miles [south] from Tuba and is irrigated by water 
that comes down Moencopi Wash, and is augmented by 
+ stream from Reservoir Canyon. 77 

Superintendent Murphy thought that the government school 

located in Tuba City would not need the reserved government land 

in the Moenkopi Wash or the small area of government land in Re- 

servoir Canyon, which he believed should be turned over to the 

Indians. 

The Mormons cultivated not to exceed 60 acres with 
this spring [at Tuba City], but I believe I can 
cultivate 160 acres in favorable seasons. This 
would be sufficie~t for school purposes and would 
release all the land in Eoservoir Canyon and the 
Moencopi Wash for allotment to the ~ n d i a n s . ~ ~  



The government never allotted these areas, but rather "assigned" 

the land to the Hopi and the Navajo. 

For a time, the government farm in Moenkopi Wish, as well 

as the Navajo allotments to the east of it, were unreliable for 

agricultural purposes. Uncontrolled seasonal flooding plagued 

these farms for many years. The old Mormon dam depicted on Port- 

folio Map # 5 ,  which was obliterated by 3 flcod in 1903, was not 

reconstructed for some time thereafter, supposedly because the 

undertaking was "too much for th2 Indians." Without proper con- 

trol and storage of these flood waters, the government land in the 

Moenkopi Wash and the five Navajo allotments to the east of it 

were not very productive. 
7 9 

Shortly after the initial migration to Moenkopi, another 

wave of Oraibi Hopi moved to Moenkopi to seek new farm land. In 

1905-1906, some 800 acres, one-third of the best farm land near 

the village of Oraibi on Third Mesa, was lost to a severe erosion 

pattern which dissected Oraibi Wash (see chapter on 1882 Reserva- 

tion). This destruction of critical Third Mesa farm land caused 

additional Oraibi Hopis to migrate to Moenkopi -- a development 
which put increased denand on available agricultural land in Moen- 

80 
kopi Wash. 

Superintendent Murphy promised these Hopis and others, as 

well as Navajos, "assignedu land in the Moenkopi Wash once a new 

dam was constructed. However, Murphy could not keep the dam in 

The whereabouts of the Hopi and Navajo farm "assignments" 

can not be fully determined. In 1907, Superintendent Murphy noted 



that the Hopis were farming their 220  acres of allotted land. At 

this time, he also "assigned" an additional 165 acres to Hopis 

using water from Reservoir Canyon. This "assigned" land could 

have included acreage within the government farm below the old 

Mormon dam, which Murphy was trying to keep intact. More likely, 

the "assigned" Hopi land was probably along an area of unallotted 

land between the Hopi allotments and the Navajo allotments. 

Superintendent of the Tuba City jurisdiction, he commented on the 

Hopi and Navajo agricultural situations in this manner: 

The Indians of Moencopi Village are as prosperous, 
and have made as much progress in the last three 
years, as any Indians of which I have any knowl- 
edge: they have raised good crops each year; their 
surplus has commanded good prices ... It has been my 
intention, at 'he proper time, to recommend to your 
office [CIA] that the water in the springs at the 
village, and all the water in Reservoir Canyon, be 
apportioned to the lands owned by the Hopis .... 
On the other hand, the Navajos have been told that 
they would get the land in the Wash below the Hopis' 
land, they are waiting the action of the government 
in regard to the dam. . . 8 2  

From Murphy's comments, it is apparent that the Hopi were agricul- 

turally prodc-tive at this time, producing surplus crops for sale. 

Stephen Janus took over the superintendency of the Western 

Navajo Reservation from Murphy in November 1907. At that time he 

reported tlat the Moenkopi Wash alfalfa fields and orchards pur- 

chased from the Mormon settlers had not been irrigated since 
83 

August 1905. 
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. By March 1908, Janus had built a new dam west of the old 

Mormon dam site, and began irrigating the fields purchased from 

the Mormons. By May, Janus was delivering water to Indians who 

had cleared and planted some of the land below the new dam site. 

However, a large portion of the former Mormon Moenkopi Wash farms 

remained covered with brush and greasewood, and the borders and 

ditches of the irrigation system were unmaintained. At this time, 
84 

the former Brinkerhoff farm was not being farmed. 

The dam site constructed by Janus, and later ones con- 

structed :hat season by Irrigation Service personnel, were wiped 

out by seasonal flooding, Before all the government land could be 

made truly productive, this seasonal flooding problem had to be 

resolved. From 1908 to 1914, many earthen dams were put into 

place to control flooding in the Moenkopi Wash. But almost yearly, 

these dams gave out. Annually, the government farm in the Wash 

and 300 acres "assigned" to both Hopi and other Indians were either 

washed away totally or partly destroyed. Many letters in the Tuba 

City Agency correspondence attested to this pro6lem. However, 

despite the circumstances, the Hopi maintained their allotted farm 

land in the Wash and "assigned" lands in Moenkopi Wash and else- 
8 5 

where. 

During this period, Hopis entering the area from the parent 

village of Oraibi were forced to find land in these agricultural 

areas. To accommodate the needs of the new Hopi immigrants, the 

Washington office considered plans to reallot lands to the Moenkopi 

Indians. It planned to give each family five acres of agricultural 



land and a section of qrazing land, and to issue them sheep and 
86 

goats. 

This reallotment process took place between 1908 and 1911. 

Superintentendent Janus wished to pressure the eleven original 

Hopi allottees in the village of Moenkopi to subdivide their twenty- 

acre original allotments into five-acre allotments. The eleven 

Hopis who had trust patents to their public domain allotments were 

eventually persuaded to give them up and take new allotments on 

the same basis. They and other Hopis wished to select their new 

allotments in a string along Moenkopi Wash all the way to the 1882 

Reservation, and to the end of Pasture/Reservoir Canyon. However, 

they were forced to abandon that idea because Navajo settlements 

intervened between them and the main Hopis mesas to the east. In 

the end, this reallotment attempt was halted by the government 

because necessary congressional authority was lacking for such a 

program. All reallotments in the Moenkopi area were cancelled in 

1911. 8 7 

Meanwhile, the population of the Moenkopi area continued to 

increase because of a steady migration of Hopi from Oraibi. For 

instance, in 1910, Frank Jenkins (a.k.a. Kewanoitewa) and Sewanimp- 

tewa from Oraibi, representing 40 other Hopis, tried to relinquish 

their allotted land on the 1882 Reservation for land at Moenave 

(see chapter on Moenave). The government denied their request, 

preventing Hopis from openly moving to the Western Navajo Reserva- 
88 

tion. 



By 1914, Moenkopi village faced increasing population/farm 

land difficulties. Herbert H. Gregory, a geographer, reported 

that the Hopi population at Moenkopi had: 

increased by migration from less favored localities 
until in 1914, 210 to 225 members of this tribe 
made their home on the Oasis. In addition to these 
permanent settlers many of their relatives reside 
at Moenkopi during the growing season ... each mar- 
riage of a Moenkopi resident with a man or woman 
from the Tusayan villages [main Hopi villages] 
usually results in the founding of a new home on 
the Tuba Oasis.... With their excellent fields of 
corn, wheat, melons, squashes, and fruit, and their 
carefully tended flocks, the Hopis of the Tuba 
Oasis are essentially self-supporting.89 

Superintendent William T. Sullivan described the Hopis to 

his superiors in a similar manner. He wrote CIA Cato Sells that 

Moenkopi Hopi were: 

a very thrifty, industrious class of Indians and 
they are busy for most of the year either farming 
for themselves or hauling freight for the govern- 
ment. There is a rather large village of Hopi 
Indians located in the Moenkopi Wash on this reser- 
vation about three miles from the Agency at Tuba. 
About 10 families of these Indians came into this 
part of the country perhaps fifty years ago and 
settled on good lands in the river bottom, these 
were allotted their lands in severalty 10 years ago 
and patents were issued to them. Since that time 
little by little, one at a time, Hopi Indians have 
come over from Oraibi, 50 miles distant, and taken 
up the good corn lands in the Wash until now we 
have a village of about 250 people.90 

He urgently requested that a new dam be put across Moenkopi Wash 

so be could put Hopis returning from boarding school on "good farm 
91 

land acd make them prosperous and contented." 
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At the same time, Moenkopi relatives at Oraibi were exper- 

iencing environmental problems with their farm lands. They tried 

to use farm land in the Dinnebito and Oraibi Washes, but Navajos 

continually frustrated their attempts. Superintendent of Irriga- 

tion H . F .  Robinson described how Hopi econoric growth had been 

stunted by Navajo encroachments into the 1882 Reservation, and 

blamed the government for allowing Navajos to occupy land around 

wells there. He wrote: 

Unless the Department will step in and force the 
Navajos back, the Hopi will not be able to better 
their condition in any way, for they cannot hope to 
increase their cultivation and their main depen- 
dence will of nscessity be upon their flocks.92 

Robinson proposed a plan to draw the Navajo away from the main 

Hopi villages on the 1882 Reservation by developing water resources 
9 3 

outside the 1882 Reservation. 

Under Walter Runke's administration (1914-1920), Sullivan's 

recommendation for a new diversion dam was fulfilled. In the fall 

of 1914, the U.S. Irrigation Service constructed a concrete dam in 

Moenkopi Wash to replace the old earthen dams, which were season- 

ally washed away. The dam resolved the flood problem, and opened 

up new agricultural land. However, as' will be seen, practically 

all the additional Moenkopi Rash agricultural land made available 

by the dam went to the Hopi and it substantially changed the char- 
9 4 

acter of agricultural development in the area. 

The construction of a new concrete dam brought an immediate 

influx of Hopi to Moenkopi from Third Mesa, and resulted in the 



expansion of Hopi farm lands in Moenkopi Wash. In October 1914, 

shortly aEter the dam was constructed, Superintendent Runke noti- 

fied his superiors in Washington of a continual Hopi migration 

from Oraibi, the parent village to Moenkopi. He wrote: 

The Hopis are farming quite a large tract of land 
in the vicinity of their village Moencopie near 
here and have been adding to the area farmed year 
to year, altho (sic) the area farmed is limited 
with respect to the pop. of the village which is 
now in the neighborhood of three hundred and over. 
It must be remembered that we have had a steady 
influx of Hopis from the Moqui Reservation from the 
older and less fortunate villages located thereon 
where means of livelihood from agriculture are not 
as favorable as they are here in ~oenco~ie.'~ 

F. Moenkopi Wash, 1915-1928 

In his annual report for 1915, Walter Runke noted that the 

government school farm proper was comprised of approximately 240 

acres, which altogether were not in good shape. For many years 

the Moenkopi Wash school farm had gone unattended because of amual 

flooding and irregular Indian help. In the past, despite these 

problems, some of the school farm produced forage, some acreage 

was rented to a local white missionary, and parts of the rest were 

"assigned" to Indians to farm. In 1914, 100 acres of the eastern 

portion of the farm was in alfalfa for forage for the agency work 

stock and small dairy herd; the rest was weed-infested and in need 

of leveling and having the ditches rebuilt so it could be again 
9 6 

irrigated and properly farmed. 

With so much work to be done on the farm, Walter Runke made 

two proposals. He proposed the construction of a horse barn and 



dairy barn near the forage on the eastern end of this farm. This 

left the western end of the Moenkopi Wash farm open for farming, 

which Runke proposed leasing to the Indians. Runke's ;?stif i ra- 

tion for leasing this land was that the Tuba City Boarding School 
9 7 

seemed able to supported itself through its own 100-acre farm. 

Runke must have made his intentions known to the Indians 

soon thereafter. In March 1916, two months after his proposal, 

Poli Naimkiwa (grandson of Chief Tuba) went to Runke and requested 

land on which to grow hay. In response, Runke gave him permission 

and encouraged other Hopi to lease government farm land, stating 

that: 

a good portion of the Wash farm at the present time 
is being farmed by reservation Indians including 
Bopis. I have made it a practice thus far not to 
charge an Indian any rental whatsoever for the use 
of this land as an encouragement to them to farm 
it. Besides this I have additional acres that 
still can be farmed but is not being farmed for the 
reason that the Indians do not wish to go to the 
trouble of clearing it up and putting it in a state 
of zultiv&tion. 9 8 

By the f ollcving year (l917), Superintendent Runke decided 

that the government  early only needed the Moenkopi Wash acreage 

used for grazing the Tuba City Boarding School dairy cows. Runke 

decided to lease a portion of the western area of government farm 

land to the Hopi, apparently because the Navajo were not inter- 

ested in farming there, and he could not reach a lease agreement 

with a Lee Brinkerhoff, whose father, David Brinkerhoff, had owned 
99 

pari of the farm at one time. 



dairy barn near the forage on the eastern end of this farm. This 

left the western end of the Moenkopi Wash farm open for farming, 

which Runke proposed leasing to the Indians. Runke's justifica- 

tion for leasing this land was that the Tuba City Boarding School 
9 7 

seemed able to supported itself through its own 100-acre farm. 

Runke must have made his intentions known to the Indians 

soon thereafter. In March 1916, two months after his proposal, 

Poli Naimkiwa (grandson of Chief Tuba) went to Runke and requested 

land on which to grow hay. In response, Runke gave him permission 

and encouraged other Hopi to lease government farm land, stating 

that: 

a good portion of the Wash farm at the present time 
is being farmed by reservation Indians including 
Hopis. I have made it a practice thus far not to 
charge an Indian any rental whatsoever for the use 
of this land as an encouragement to them to farm 
it. Besides this I have additional acres that 
still can be farmed but is not being farmed for the 
reason that the Indians do not wish to go to the 
trouble of clearing it up and putting it in a state 
~f ~ultivation.~~ 

By the following year (1917), Superintendent Runke decided 

that the government clearly only needed the Moenkopi Wash acreage 

used for grazing the Tuba City Boarding School dairy-cows. Runke 

decided to lease a portion of the western area of government farm 

land to the Hopi, apparently because the Navajo were not inter- 

ested in farming there, and he could not reach a lease agreement 

with a Lee Brinkerhoff, whose father, David Brinkerhoff, had owned 

part of the farm at one time. 
99 
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"whiternan" -- a sharecropping arrangement. The Hopis accepted ,. G .. . .i... ..c:.,: .>, ,a,. "- .. :. !:.., - : 

(compiled from the property census statistics) shows the extent of 

dopi agriculture and how it expanded during the Runke administra- 

Hopi Agriculture 

Corn acres 
Wheat acres 
Alfafa acres 
Orchard acres 
Garden acres 

- 57 - 



to the west of the new concrete diversion dam, ar.d the alfalfa 

fields of the governrient farm. One highly probable Hopi "leased" 

farm site was the old Brinkerhoff farm down the Wash from the ner+ 

diversion dam (see Portfolio Maps f4 and fll). In the past, part 

of this farm land could have been included in the land that Super- 

intendent Murphy "assigned" the Hopis in 1905, but which had been 

continually washed out because of uncontrolled flcoding. With the 

new concrete dam in place, the Brinkerhoff property was made irri-, 

ga,ble again. 

Thr number and the identity 

canno' be fully determined either, 

tion. However, by analyzing the 

years 1915 to 1917 by individuals, 

Popi showed an increase. in farming 
102 

from 1915 to 1917. They were: 

of Hopis who leased this land 

given the available documenta- 

Hopi property census for the 

one can deducs that seventeen 

acreage of three acres or more 

- -. - 
.17&-. 

Hopi Farmers acres - 
Gasyoma 
Lontatewasma 
Lomahepteva , Logan 
Numkena, Sam 
Numkena , Earl 
Nuwayestewa, George 
Nah-she-nimpte-wah 
Pavonyawma 
Quache, Gilbert 
Se.~eneamptewa 
Sewil-tah-mah 
Sleptewa, James 
Yawangotawa (Sami) 
Telasvyona, Hecry 
Tenochoenewa,. Jackson - 
ruwangoitewa, charley 
Tgveyestewa 

Total 125.16 

acres - 
8.00 
16.25 
3.00 
8.00 
6.50 
5.55 
15.16 
1.00 
6.00 
5.50 
3.00 
5. so 
13.00 
6.00 
10.00 
13.00 
9.00 



It is likely that these individuals were the "enterprising" Bopis 

Superintendent Runke spoke about in his report. Together, from 

1915 t3 1917, they leased almost one hundred additional acres of 

farm land in the Moenkopi Wash from the government. As will be 

seen, these seventeen Hopis continued to "lsase" this land until 

sometime around 1934. 

To summarize at this point, by 1917, the 3opi farmed in 

three areas in the Moenkopi Wash. These areas were: 

1. Acreage allotted to them in 1899 (see Port- 
folio Map #3). 

2. Unallotted land between the Hopi allotments 
and the Navajo allotments, which may have keen 
"assigned" to them (see Portfolio Maps $3 and 
$12). 

3. Approximately onc hundred acres of land leased 
from the government scmewhere west of the 
concrete diversion dam, and the government 
alfalfa fields, probably the former Brinker- 
hoff Earn (see Portfolio Maps t 4  and tll, for 
the location of the Brinkerhoff farm). 

In 1917, in zddition to these three area:, the Hopi prob- 

ably farmed part of the original Navajo allotment area. Prior to 

1917, Navajo allottees either abandoned part of their original 

allotment area (Navajo allotment 53), or the land was leased to 

Hopis, or the land was purchased by the Hopi. One Navajo claimed 

they abandoned it because the Hopi refused to give them irrigation 

water from Reservoir Canyon. Other Navajos alleged that the ori- 

ginal arrangement between Hopis and the Navajo ailottee was more 

in the nature of a lease than a sale. However, Hopis claimed that 

they purchased the Navajo allotted land for $500.00 and sundry 



groceries. John Jenkins (Walter Lewis' father) supposedly traded 

merchandise to Shoie Yazzie Johnson for his allotment in 1907- 

1908, but did not secure approval from the government. This 

"abandoned, 'I "leased, 'I or "purchased" land did not include the 

tract belonging to Charlie Itz-ze-tee. Apparently, Itz-ze-tee's 

land was watered from nearby springs and therefore did not depend 

on water from Moenkopi Wash or Reservoir Canyon. His land re- 
103 

mained in Navajo hands into the 1930's. 

It is likely that some of this land was actually purchased 

by Hopis, while the rest was abandoned either because of insuffi- 

cient water, or for other reasons. By 1931, Hopis farmed all the 

allotted Navajo land with the exception of sixty acres allotted to 

Itz-ze-tee. By 1940, Navajo allotments 51, 52, 53, and 54 in T. 
104 

32N, R. 11E were abandoned totally and farmed by Hopis. 

Sometime during or after Runke's administration (1914- 

1920), approximately 260 acres of land was officially set aside as 

the government school and agency farm by the federal government. 

The Hopi continued to lease government farm land west of this 

official go\?tnment farm in the Moenkopi Wash, exclusive of other 

Indian tribes, until around 1921-1924. At that time, additional 

work was done by the federal government on the sluice gate, the 

wasteway, and on the main and lateral canals leading from thr 

diversion dam. These improvements opened additional farm land. 

After this improvement, Navajos began to lease farm land in the 

Wash somewhere west of the government dairy farm, probably 



alongside the seventeen Hopi who continued to lease land from the 
105 

government. 

However, these newly opened lands were not groductively 

farmed by the Navajo. In 1928, Superintendent C.L. Walk,?r con- 

sidered the Navajo farms unproductive, and threzLened thak if the 

Navajos did not clean up their farms down below the government 

farm he would move them out and give the land to better farmers -- 
the Hopi. 

Ironically, the Hopi objected to Walker's attitude. Frank 

Seumptewa told Walker: 

he should let the Navajos know first before their 
fields were taken away from then and given to some- 
one else, for if this was done it would cause 
trouble between the Navajos and the Hopis, and we 
had no desire to start any trouble of any kind, 
either with him or the Navajos, and that the Hopis 
would not take the Navajo land enless [sic] it was 
satisfactory with the Navajos. I told Walker that 
if he did not wish irrigation water wasted he should 
have the Navajos clean up the farm and be careful 
with the water. 106 

At this time, Superintendent Walker did not turn over the Nzvajo 

land to the Hopi. 

G. Moenkopi Wash, 1929-1934 

After 1928, generalized reports made by government investi- 

gators of the Hopi-Navajo disputes which occurred in the early 

1230's give little added information concerning Hopi farming in 

the Moenkopi Wash. Eecause the disputes between the Hopi and the 

Navajo centered around grazing conflicts, these reports contain 

littie specific detail on Hopi and Navajo farming. 



For instance, in his 1930 report on the Yopi-Navajo con- 

flict, B.G.  Button described the Moerikopi Wash area in chis man- 

ner : 

There are 375 Hopi Indians located at Moencopi on 
the Western Navajo Reservation, and for years they 
have farmed about 200 acres of irrigate? land [be- 
iow Moenkopi Village]. Just below this [in the 
Moenkopi Wash], we find about 200 acres under irri- 
gation that is used for the Agency and Sc5ool farm, 
and adjacent to this there are about 200 acres 
farmed by the Navajos. Also 19 Hopi farmers are 
located here. The Sopis, like those of the Hopi 
Reservation, are very intensive farmers and farming 

107 has been and still is their main industry. 

The nineteen Hopis noted by Hutton included the seventeen 

Hopis who leased farm land from Superintendent Runke in 1917, and 

who farmed near or adjacent to the government school and agency 

farm. In the mid-1930ts, when the Soil Conservation Service 

(S.C.S. ) mapped farm plots and owners in the Wash, these individ- 

ual Hopis appear in the same general area. 

H.H. Fiske, a government inspector, also reported that 

aopis were farming in that specific area of the Moenkopi Wash: 

It is not the purpose to attempt to indicate the 
lines to be employed in a segregation of the Hopis 
occupying the Moencopi country, but the Moencopi 
Wash for an easterly boundary, taking in the lands 
now cultivated by them to the west [of the govern- 
ment farm], and confining them within reasonable 
north and south limitations, would seem a logical 
division.lo8 

H.J. Hagerman, Special Commissioner to the Navajo Indians, 

made equally vague comments on the extent of Hopi farming in the 

Moenkopi Wash: 



The Navajos say that the Moencopis [Hopis] have 
practically all the irrigable land and nearly all 
the water in this section, and are anxious to have 
the Moencopis! constant expansion checked.lo9 

It is true that the Hopi were expanding their agricultural produc- 

tion: they wished to farm any available farm land, including the 

government farm itself. But they did not wish to farm land used 
110 

by Navajos without prior consent. 

In 1930, crop reports for the Moenkopi Wash area below the 

diversion dam indicated that Hopi and Navajo farxed approximately 

350 acres (which included Navajo allotted land), and that the 

government farm occupied 260 acres in the Wash. At this time, an - .  
Indian Bureau official named Stover compar2d the two tribes' agri- 

cultural success: 

The Navajo is rapidly seeing the advantage of farm- 
ing, even tho the acreage is small, especially in 
this secticn where the success of the Hopi farmer 
is very evident .lll 

Tuba City Superintendent Walker also commented on Navajo 

farming in 1931: 

Navajos are stockmen and spend'most of their time 
following their herds from place to place in search 
of better grazing lands. They have small patches 
of corn, alfalfa, melons and other crops, but these 
usually do not exceed more than three or four acres 
in extent. It is estimated that the total value of 
agricultural crops produced by Navajos on the Western 
Navajo jurisdiction would not exceed $10,000 .... 
Many employ the crudest methods known in farming. 
Their production could be greatly increased and 
their existance made much more comfortable through 
the teaching and the adoption of more modern 
methods. 'I2 



From Hutton's, Fiske's, Hagerman's, Stover's and Walker's 

statements, it Is apparent that at least nineteen Hopi success- 

fully farmed their part of the available govsrment land below the 

diversion dam, while the Navajo in that area seemed not to be as 

successful. 

In 1934, acreage farmed by Hopis in Moenkopi Wash increased 

significantly. In late 1933, a small irrigation project was begun 

in Moenkopi Wash {Farm Project 239) by the Hopi with the assis- 

tance of Joe O'Neil, the Tuba City Agency farmer. Together, they 

constructed two flumes over Moenkopi Wash, using road culverts and 

an old cable. The government furnished the labor of a blacksmith 

for a few days, but the Hopi did the remainder of the work. At 

the same time, they also constructed an underpass to irrigate land 

north of the Cameron-Moenkopi road, which rafi through Kerley Val- 

ley, north of the government dairy farm. These improvements added 

200 acres of new irrigated farm land. This new acreage was located 

in two areas. The flumes added an additional 160 acres of irri- 

gated farm land on the south side of Moenkopi Wash, just south of 

the government dairy farm. The underpass added an additional 40 

acres of farm land to the area north of the government farm. 

These improvements were completed by March 211 1934. After the 

inprovements were completed, the Hopi planted crops in both these 

areas in the spring of 1934, and a good harvest was recorded at 
113 

the end of the year. 

Twenty-three Hopi took advantage of these improvements. 

Ten of them had leased land west and adjacent to the government 



farm since 1917. The following Hopis farmed either the new acre- 

age created by these improvements, or were farming leased govern- 

ment land near or adjacent to the government dairy farm. Going 

from east to wsst on the south side of Moenkopi Wash and then west 

to east on the north side of Moenkopi Wash (see Portfolio Map g 8 )  
114 

they were: 

Hopi Farmers Plot No. Acreage 

Lomatuwaima* 13 .0  ? 

Talasvuyawma 14.0 ? 

Quachi, Gilbert* 
Seumptewa, Frank 

Numkena, Sam* 3.1 3 

Hoosava, Jackson, Sr. 3.2 
Pavonyawma* 

Acawsi, Elmo 3.3 
Siykuyva 

Nasitoyniwa, Roy 3.4 3 

Pongyanoitewa 3.5 4 

Gilbert, Bryan 3.6 
Tuveyestewa, Paul* 3.8 
Sovohni, Guy 
Johnson, Clay A. 
Tuchawina, Roy 
Lehongva (Tenochoenewa, 
Jackson) * 

* Hopi who leased land in the Wash under Supt. Runke in 1917. 
See list on pages 59-59. 



9 o ~ i  Farmers Plot No. 

Nuvayestewa, Glenn 1.7 a-h** 
Nuvayescewa, George* 
Talasvuyawma 
Nasinom=ewa, John 
Qoyaheptewa, Rodger 

(Sikakuku) 
Qoyangyamtewa 
Jurton, Gail 
Siwiheptewa, Jimmy 

(Sivoshoya)* 
Lomatuwaima 

Tuwangoitewa* and 1.8 
Tumoosi 

Karsyakza (Gaseoma)* 
aumihongiwma 

Saviypi (Pongyawayma, 1.6 
owner ) 

Tsavatawa, Harold 
Numkena, Louis 
Numkena, Ecrl* 

the same as those that A.G. Hutton, in 1930, reported farming 

adjacent to or near the government agency school farm and Navajo 

farm land. 

The above list of Hopi farm plots was derived from the work 

of the S.C.S. in the Moenkopi area. In the mid-19308s, the S.C.S. 
$'43w&y%~~ ,. ; 

prepared agronomy reports for each of the eighteen Land Hanagement *&&+~~:; =- ,- I ..,".. ". .> ... .. - 

Units (L.M.U.), vhich were organized to encompass the entire Navajo 

* Hopi who leased land in the Wasn under Supt. Runke in 1917. 
See list on paaes 59-59. - - 
** Note: this plot was typed as 17 on the documentation. Re- 
search indicates that it should have been typed 1.7. Noce that 
the majority of plot 1.7 was farmed by Navajos, and the boundary 
markings on Psrtfolio Map t 8  are arbitrary at this point. The 
above is a list of Hopi who were farming on plot 1.7 

j 
.- .? 

d 
- 



and Hopi Reservations. Moenkopi Wash was located within ii 
5 

t 3 .  An agronomy report and an engineering report were also; 

pared for L.M.U. t 3 .  Both of these describe the major ag 
.A 

tural projects in the vicinity, including water sourcesiand a 

age under cultivation. 

During 1936 and 1937, Gordon Page and a Hopi named 
.,'.. 

Losriavitu gathered most of the S.C.S. farming data pertaining to& 
. ,.;a 

Hopis. Page and Lomavitu listed all the Hopi farming areas in ..$a- 
:::* 

' . ., .) 
Moenkopi Wash, Reservoir/?asture Canyon, and elsewhere. In their :.@$g 
reports, they linked specific plots of land in the Moenkopi Wash 

!.r!';.?+if., '. . . ';-?,.$/ 
. , z,. 

with actual individual Hopi and Navajo farmers. They then ?lotted . .  . - . e  

their data on maps. The list of Bopis farming in and around the 
' " , i  

i 
government dairy fzrm, provided on the previous pages, was derived i ! 
from Page's research, data lists, and maps. 1 

In December, 1939, Gordon Page gathered together much of ! 
i 
I 

the S.C.S. data on the Indians living within and without the 1882 

Reservation into one report, commonly known as the Report of the 
I 
I 

Human Dependency Survey. In it, Gordon Page numbere? each farm 1 

plot on a map (see Portfolio Map # 8 )  and drew up a list, naming I 
I 

whether a plot was fallow at the time' of survey, or to whom the 

Hopi occupant was related in Moenkopi village. 

His information from both of these data collections fol- 

lows. It has been reorganized in numerical order by plot number, 

whether the plot was above or below the concrete diversion dam, 

the Hopi occupants of the plots. He also added any additional 

knowledge about the farm plot his research uncovered, such as 
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1 and the lists for 1936 and 1937 have been compiled together, elim- !. 
inating all $!yllcation. The spelling of each Hopi's name is noc 

standardized, and errors in spelling have not been corrected. 

Moenkopi Wash Field Plots Below the Diversion Dam 

Remarks 

(Pongyawayma owner) 

Farms part of c's 
field 
[unknown Hopis] 

4 acres 
6 acres 
5 acres 
5 acres 
5 acres 

5 acres 

Hopi Plot 

1.6a 
L.6b 
.L.Cc 
1.6d 

1.6e & f 

1.7a 
1.7b 
1.7~ 
1.7d 
1.7e 

1.7f 
1.7f 
1.79 

1.7h 

1.8a 
1.8b 
1 . 8 ~  
1.8d 

? 

1.9 

3a-c 

3.0 

3.1 
3.2a 
3.2b 
3.2~ 

Hopi Occupant 

Saviypi 
Tsavatawa, Harold 
Numkena, Louis 
Numkena , Earl 

Nuvayestewa, Glenn 
Nuvayestewa, George 
Talasvuyawma 
Nasinomtewa, John 
Qoyaheptewa, Rodger 

(Sikakuku) 
Qoyangyamtewa 
Burton, Gail 
Siwiheptewa, Jimmy 

(Sivoshoya) 
Lomatuwaima 

Navajo 
Tuwangoitewa and Tumoosi 
Karsyawma 
Humihongiwma 

Navajo 

Seumpteva, Frank 

Quachi, Gilbert 

Numkena, Sam 
Hoosava, Jackson Sr. 
Pavonyawma 
Seumptewa, Frank 
Accawsi, Elmer 
Palaquayo, Wesley 

Nasitoynewa, Ray 

(Gaseoma ) 

[Also probably Pole 
Payestewa] 

(Siykuyva) . 



Hopi Plot H o ~ i  Occupant 

3.5 Pongyangoitewa 

Remarks 

3.6a Gilbert, Bryan 
3.6b Uncertain; inquire 

Empty 

Tuveyestewa, Paul 
Sovohni, Guy 
Johnson, Clay 

Tuchawina, Roy 
Tuch~v:;la, Jackson 

(Guy Naseoma?) 
Farmed by Kahe in 1936 
Empty 

(Lehongva) 

Pavonyawma 
Tuveyestewa 
Honanie, Rodger 
Johnson, Fred 
Numkena, Sam 
Johnson, Clay 
Karsyesva (deceased) 

Karsyesva 

Talasvuyawma 

Lomatuwaima 

(John Jenkins?) Oper- 
ated by his sons 

Moenkopi Wash Field Plots Above the Diversion Dam 

Hopi Plot Hopi Occupant Remarks 

11.0 Quyamgyamtewa, Big Burton 

12.0 Humihongiwma 

12.3a Lomawayma, William Tewa 
12.3b Payestewa, Poli 

12.63 Lomaquaptewa 
12.60 Nasilewi (deceased) 
12.6~ Accawsi (deceased) 
12.6d Siwiltima (deceased) 

12.7 Talasmoinewa, Charlie 

Supplanted Nasinomtewa 

(Tsoomti ) 

Operated by her sons 
Operated by his sons 
Operated by his sons 



Hopi Plot 

12.8a 
12.8b 
12.8~ 
12.8d 
12.8e 
12.8f 

12.9 

12.10 

12.11a-c 

12.11a 
12.11a 
12.11b 
12.11~ 
12.11d 
12.11e 12.11f 

12.12 

13.10 

Tuwanomtewa, Frank 
Nasinomtewa, John 
Talasvuya'ma 
Tuchawina, Jackson 
Nas iyawma 
Karsyawma 

Navajo 

Navajo 

Honanie, Rodger 
Honanie, Roland 
Ponavawayma, Philip 
rayestewa, Poli 
Siwiyestewa 
Nasinomtewa, John 
Jonnson, Fred 

Navajo 

Taleshoma, John 
Tolas 
Sakwhongsi 

Remarks 

(Lehongva) 

( Gaseoma ) 

(empfy) [Probably a 
Navajo named Billie 
Sawyer. ] 

West half of plot 

East half of plot 

Tuveyestewa, owner 

(Three plots at the 
far east end of the 
Wash. ) 

This list of individual Hopi field plots in and about Moen- 

kopi Wash can be directly linked to Gordon Page's map "Tuba City 

Agricultural Holdings" (Portfolio Map $8), compiled in February, 

i937 from information gathered in 1936-1937. Page's map has been 

appropriately colored to indlcate whether Hopi, Navajo or the 

government farmed specific areas. 

As one can see on Portfolio Map $8, many areas of ownership 

cannot be fully determined given Page's lists and the 1937 S.C.S. 

nap. In 1934, some of these plots may still have been "leased" by 

the government to Indians, much as the government had leased land 

to the Yopis in 1917. 



In early 1934 the Hopis opened up an additional two hundred 

acres of land below the diversion dam for farming. Thereafter, 

some of them either voluntarily stopped leasing land adjacenc to 

the Moenkopi Wash government farm in order to take up the new 

acreage, which lay north of the government dairy farm and south of 

the Moenkopi Wash streambed, or were forced to do so by the gov- 

ernment. Whichever was the case, the size of the government farm 

changed at this iime. A Navajo Service Engineering Report for 

L.M.U. #? '- i . - 137) stated that the government farm was com- 

pr  iser: . . .  I- nf land (marked in green on Portfolio Mar 

8 ) .  T h , s  was a -,-An of 80 acres or so since 1930. The size cf 

the government farm could have increased if the farm acreage leas2d 

to Bopis since Runke's administration were added to the acreage of 
116 

the government farm -- after the Hopis stopped leasing it. 
The Navajo Service Engineering Xeport for L.M.U. f 3  (circa 

1937) also stated that Hopis farmed 82 acres below the dam, which 

was the new acreage gained by the construction of the flumes across 

Moenkopi Wash. By adding the acreage of Hopi plots south of the 

Moenkopi Wash streambed and west of the government farm linked to 

Page's list, ar. amount approximately equal to 82 acres 1s derived. 

' L .  The following list of Hopi plots with acreage figures  demonstrate^::.,;::^.^^, 



Plot No. 

3.2 
3.3 
3.4 - 
3.5 
3.6 
3.8 
13.0 
14.0 

Acreage 

Total 85 + ? 

In addition to the Hopi acreage in this section of Moenkopi 

Wash thus far described, there were several Hopi "dry" farm plots 

a few miles distant from Moenkopi village along the eastern por- 

tion of the Moenkopi Wash. 

C~vernment officials had long noted .that Hopis were excel- 

Lent dry-farmers. One of the earliest Hopi Superintendents, Theo- 

dore G. Lemon, reported in 1906 that Hopis were: 

the dry farming expert of the world, and has been 
for untold ages. The land of his nativity fur- 
nishes ideal conditions for the prcduction of cer- 
tain crops by dry ferming and the ages have taught 
him what crops to plant and where to'find the con- 
ditions. 118 

However, until 1934, government officials were unaware of 

how many Hopi "dry" farming areas existed, and where they were 

located. In early 1934, when the Indian Bureau sponsored an aerial 

photographic survey of the Moenkopi area, the many scattered Hopi 

dry-farm  lots around the reservation were noted for the first 

time. The aerial photographs and followup field survey revealed 

that Hopis dry-farmed on Mo2nkopi P.i.?teau ne:r Moenkopi village 

and along Moenkopi Wash east of the Moenkopi-Oraibi road. The 



S.C.S. agronomy survey for L.M.U. t3, based on the 1934 aerial 

photography, noted four Hopi dry-farm areas in these two regions 

(see Portfolio Map #9). Three of fear farms in these two areas 

were identified by the agronomy survey as Hopi-owned and their 

owners were listed. The S.C.S. data did not list the Hopi owne: 

or owners of the fourth plot. The follor;.?g list of Hopi plots 
119 

with acreage figures demonstrates this point. 

Plot No. Hopi Occupant Acreaae 

2.0 ? 2 
2 0 Burton Kaye 3 
21 Ray Tewa 2 
30 Edvin Kay 6 - 

Total 2 0 

The data on Portfolio Maps #8 and #9, and the markings on 

them, represent the last stage of aopi fsrming history in the 

Moenkopi Wash area and environs prior to and including 1934. 

In addition to the historical evidence, Dr. Allan Ainsworth's 

report based on interviews with Hopis confirms that the many Hopi 

farmers cited in this report were actually farming in Moenkopi 

Wash. Many of the same Hopi farmers, according to Ainsworth's 

report, were tilling at the followinc places in and around Moen- 

kopi wash: Balatuyka, Kerley Valley, Masauu, Moenkopi area, Moen- 
120 

kopi Wash, Old Hopi Bridge, Wukopsi, and Wu-pa-ki. 

In summary, the historical documents examined show that 

Hopis exclusively farmed in the area surrounding Moenkopi Pueblo 

in Spanish times, and continued to exclusiv~ly farm there until 

1875. At that time, Mormon settlers were welcoaed into the area 

by the Hopi. With the permission 02 the Zopi, the settlers farmed 



along Moenkopi Wash. Two years later, they removed themse17es a 

few miles north to Tuba City, where several Hopis joined :hez. 

Conflicts soon began between Hopis and Mormons over the available 

farm land at Tuba City, and the Hopis were forced out. Less 

a decade later, the settlers laid claim to Hopi l a r d  in !tcenks?L 

Wash and elsewhere, and the Hopis lost land in Moenkopi tJzs:?. 

Throughout these disputes, the Hopi maintained control of a large 

section of Moenkopi Wash below their village. 

From 1879 to 1892, Moenkopi Hopis protesred their trezz=c= 

at the hands of the Mormons to federal officials. In 1892-93, =o 

protect the Hopi, the government allotted their Moenkopi Wash l m d  

below their village to them and land west of there to s e ~ e r c i  

Navajo Indians who bought the land from Mormons. These Navajo 

allotments were located on land usurped from the Eogi by the Yo=- 

mons . 
Mormon-Hopi land troubles continued until 1899, when a 

permanent settlement was arranged. The land in Moenkopi Wash w a s  , _ -&&A 
1 ' 

reallotted to both Ropis and Navajos. In the settlement, 

gained back some land which had been taken from then afte 

last allotment. However, they failed to recover Tuba Clty 

lost to the Mormons, nor did they reacquire land lost to the. 

mons, which the latter sold to Navajos. This land was 

allotted and reallotted to Navajos. 

~t the turn of the century, the federal government bd 
':i plans to purchase the interests of the Mormons. In 1903, the, 
*q 

government completed the purchase of the Mormon property at ~ u h  - 



City, Moenkopi Wash, and elsewhere. The Hopi thought the land was 

being ~urchased to be returned to them, but they were disappointed. 

The federal government assumed control of the former Mormon farm 

lanc? in the area, and the Hopi received only the land they were 

allotted in 1899. Eventually, patents to farm land in Moenkopi 

Wash were delivered to eleven Hopis and five Navajos. 

Nevertheless, the 220 acres of' Hopi allotted land below 

Moenkopi village proved productive. They maintained their owner- 

ship of this patented land from 1903 to 1934. On the other hand, 

the Navajo allotted land was not as productive because of uncon- 

trolled flooding along Moenkopi Wash and/or the lack of sufficient 

irrigation water. Eventually some of the Navajo allotted land was 

either abandoned, leased, or purchased by Hopis from the Navajo 

patentees. Only one Navajo patentee, Charlie Itz-ze-tee and his 

relatives, maintained an allotment property in Moenkopi Wash, 

using this island of Navajo allotted land from 1892 to 1934. In 

1934, the Itz-ze-tee land was the only allotted land being farmed 

by the Navajo in Moenkopi Wash east oE the government farm. 

When the government bought out the Mormon settlers in 1903, 

it also assumed control of all the farm land west of the Hopi and 

Navajo allotments. Part of this land was used for a government 

dairy for the Tuba City boarding school. The surplus land the 

government acquired in the 1903 transaction eventually was "as- 

signed" or "leased" to both Hopi and Navajo Indians. 

The Hopi took full advantage of the government policy to 

lease land, especially after 1915, when a concrete diversion dam 



was built to control the flooding in the Wash. Between 1917 and 

1932, the Hopi "leased" or were "assigned" farm land north of the 

Mosnkopi Wash streambed and west of the government farm, land 

marked on Portfolio Map # 8 .  by yellow (Hopi) and striped yellow 

(possibly Hopi). However, in 1934, several Bopis stopped leasin5 

farm land west of the government farm, and moved south of the 

Moenkopi Wash streambed to exclusively farm new acreage created by 

improvements to the Moenkopi Wash irrigation systen. 
The Navajo did not take full economic advantage of 'the 

government leasing program even after 1922-1924, when additional 

improvements were made on the irrigation system in the Wash- The 

areas of land the Navajo probably used prior to and including 1934 

are marked on Portfolio Map #8 in orange (known Navajo) and in 

striped orange (possibly Navajo). 

In addition to the Hopi land in the main sections of the 

Moenkopi Wash, the Hopi also dry-farmed on Moenkopi Plateau, and 

along Moenkopi Wash east of the Moenkopi-Oraibi road. 

On June 13, 1934, when the Arizona Boundary Act was passed, 

the agricultural situation in Moenkopi was as portrayed by Port- 

folio Maps 88 and #9. The Hopi farmed all the land marked in 

yellow; and possibly farmed the areas marked by yellow stripes. 

The Navajo operated all the land marked in orange, and possibly 

operated the farm land marked by orange stripes. The federal 

government maintained control of the land marked in green as a 

government dairy farm. 
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111. Pasture/Rese.rvoir Canyon 

The Pasturs/Reservoir Canyon area was the second major Hopi 

farming area outside the 1882 Reservation. ?asture/R~servoir 

Canyon is a tributary drainage area of Moenkopi Wash. It lies 

just east of Moenkopi village and Tuba City and extends approxi- 

mately five miles north of Moenkopi Wash. 

As the name suggests, Pasture/Reservoir Canyon is comprised 

of two areas. Pasture Canyon, the upper region, once served as 

pasture for the Tuba City boarding school. Prior to 1934, the 

lower Pasture Canyon area was marshy and was not used as farmland. 

South of this marshy area began Reservoir Canyon, named fc: three 

reservoirs (constructed by Mormon settlers) which caught and stored 

the southward flow of spring water before it entered Moenkopi 

Xash. From the lowest reservoir, about one mile north of Moenkopi 

Wash, the water left the canyon area and meandered slowly through 

relatively open flat country, passing east of Moenkopi Village to 

the Wash. 

Pasture/Reservoir Canyon's history prior to Mormon settle- 

ment parallels neighboring Moenkopi Wash. Oraibi Hopis farmed 

both areas since Spanish times. The Bopi pueblo sighted by Span- 

ish explorers, such as Juan de Onate (1604), lay near the mouth of 

Pasture/Reservoir Canyon, either where the present village of 

Moenkopi is located or a mile or so northeast in Reservoir Canyon 

itself. By the time Padre Francisco Garces passed through the 

area in 1776, the pueblo was half-ruined. However, Garces noted 
1 

that the Oraibis were farming in Moenkopi Wash. 



Garces did not investigate nearby Pasture/Reservoir Canyon, 

bat the Escalante-Dominguez expedition later passed through the 

canyon. This area was unexplored territory and the expedition was 

looking for the Cosnina (Bavasupai) Indians. Traveling from Pres- 

ton Mesa to Pasture Canyon, they encountered Oraibi farms in the 

canyon, which they mistook for those of the Cosninas. Their jour- 

nal noted the following: 

We continued southeast, and having gone three- 
fourths of a league, we entered a canyon in which 
four springs of good water rise. We traveled along 
it half a league to the southeast and arrived at a 
small farm and some ranchos of the Cosninas, which 
were very beautiful and well arranged. This farm 
is irrigated by the four springs mentioned and two 
other large ones which rise near it. This year the 
Cosninas planted maize, beans, calabashes, water 
melons and cantaloupes on it. When we arrived they 
had already gethered the harvest, and judging from 
the refuse or remains which we saw of everything, 
it was abundant, especially the beans, For if we 
had stopped here we could have gathered half a 
fanega of them. The farm was surrounded by peach 
trees, and besides several huts made of branches, 
there was a little house very well made of stone 
and mud. In it were the baskets, jars, and other 
utensils of these Indians. Judging from the tracks, 
they had been absent for several days, perhaps to 
seek pinon nuts in the high sierra close by toward 
the south-southwest . 

The "beautiful" and "well arranged" Carms, the pattern of November 

hzrvesting to return to Oraibi, and the architecture of the dwell- 

ings indicate that Escalante and Dominguez had encountered an 

Oraibi summer farming area. Early Mormon missionaries, such as 

Thales Haskell, witnessed the same activity in the 1860's. 



Both Hopis and Navajos related that the Hopi were farming 

in the Pasture/Reservoir Canyon area prior to Mormon settlement in 

1875. Frank Tewanimptewa (a.k.a. Frank Tewa), who moved to Moen- 

kopi as a twelve-year-old boy, stated that Oraibi Ropis had trav- 

eled to "what is now Moenkopi and Pasture Canyon" for many years 
3 

before he moved there in the 1870's. 

Tewanimptewa told anthropologist Gordon MacGregor: 

These things I have learned in my boyhood days. At 
that time there was no Tuba City [pre-Mormon set- 
tlement]. There was brush and grass and a spring 
running all the time. In Pasture Canyon, which 
runs north from Moencopi, water was running, but it 
had no outlet then. It was only in lower Pasture 
Canyon that the Hopis cultivated the land. Before 
my time the Oraibi Hopi had lived and used the land 
for many years.4 

.- . ,, Early Navajo and non-Indian pioneers to the region also '. 
remembered that Hopis were the original farmers there.  or. in- 
stance, Navajo Jack, who entered the area in 1879, believed that 

"Oraibas [sic] used the little stream that forms the reservoirs 
5 

long before the Mormons did." 

Edgar Stone, an early white trader at Moenkopi, also was of 

the same opinion. In 1888, he wrote to government officials: 

They [Mormons] claim that there were then [I8771 no 
Indian settlements, but if you will investigate as 
I have done you will find that the land was farmed 
and occupied during the season of planting and 
harvest as far back as the memory of man runneth 
and beyond that timem6 
Sometime in the late 188O8s, Mormon colonizers Joseph Tan- 

ner and Lot Smith appropriated from the Hopi the land in Pasture/ 



Reservoir Canyon and developed the canyon's water resources. They 

built houses beneath and above the sheer red-stoned wails of Pas- 

ture/Reservoir Canyon and dammed the waters. -Portfolio Map #11 

(1903) shows the location of their properties in what was known 
7 

then as Tanner Creek. 

Before Mormons entered the region, Pasture/Reservoir Can- 

yon's water system provided water only to Hopi farms in upper 

Reservoir Canyon. There was no outlet to Moenkopi Wash. The 

settlers opened an irrigation ditch to Moenkopi Wash several miles 

to the south. They developed three reservoirs or lakes in what is 

now appropriately called Reservoir Canyon. Their intention was 

probably to drain their property in upper Pasture Canyon so they 

could farm and/or graze livestock there. In addition, the reser- 

voirs provided a reliable reserve of water for Mormon farms in 

lower Reservoir Canyon and along Moenkopi Wash. Though these 

homesteaders developed the water system to a capacity greater than 

the Bopis had previously, they clearly had appropriated land and 

water which had been used by Hopis for centuries prior to that 

time . 
By the early 1890's, all the reservoirs were in place. The 

water they stored was used by both Mormons and Hopis. The Indians 

farmed in the lower part of Reservoir Canyon, and may have rented 

land in xpper Reservoir Canyon from Smith and Tanner. In exchange 
8 

for the water, Hopis were charged money or labor. 

The northernmost reservoir (#1: T32N, RUE-15, NW and NE 

quadrants), created largely by wind-blown sand, covered about ten 



acres and was situated between the Tanner and Smith farms. An 

irrigation ditch ran south from this reservoir through Smith's 

place to the next reservoir ( #2 :  T32NI RllE-15, SW quadrant), 

which contained approximately six acres of water behind a natural 

sand-hill dam. Hopis farmed in the area between these two reser- 

voirs in upper Reservoir Canyon. The latter drifting sand hill 

constantly threatened to close off the canyon and the flow of 

water. South of this sand dune area lay the last reservoir ( # 3 :  

T32ti, RllE-21, NE and SE quadrants), created by a dam constructed 

between canyon walls. In 1908, it covered approximately 15 acres. 

In 1916, a dam 350 feet long and five feet high stored enough 

water so that 75 acre-feet could be drawn off during the growing 

season. From this point, the flow of water seeped southward, 

meandering through relatively open country following the natural 
9 

course of the terrain until it reached Moenkopi Wash. 

From the mid-1870's to 1903, Hopis continuously farmed in 

lower Reservoir Canyon close to their village. Mark Quashara 

remembered that at the time he moved from Oraibi to Moenkopi in 

1893, "Hopis were using the water from Pasture Canyon reservoir 
10 

which had been constructed by the Mormons." 

Sometime during the Mormon period, an agreement was struck 

between Hopis and settlers for using the Pasture/Reservoir Canyon 

irrigation system. In the 1 9 6 0 ' ~ ~  Stanley Ronahni, Sr. recounted 

the arrangement between the two groups: 

It is my understanding from the Hopis' side that 
the Mormons had permitted the Hopis to use the. 



lands in Pasture Canyon with the understanding that 
those aopis that were or would make use of the land 
should keep the ditches in repairs. And that the 
ditches would be maintained to keep the water flow- 
ing down to the main reservoirs. '' 

Furthermore, in another letter, Honahni stated: 

Now, this is the Hopis' side as it is being told 
and understood. When the Mormons were in this 
area, they were utilizing the water from the can- 
yon. But being unable to keep the water ditches in 
good repairs they offered some of the Bopis if they 
would mintain these ditches and use some of the 
lands for farming. The idea was merely a privilege 
to farm in that area provided you maintsin the 
irrigation ditches in repair. Later on the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs maintained the same attitude on 
that area and also told the people that if at any 
time any stretch of irrigation ditch had been ne- 
glected some one else can move in with the same 
understanding of maintaining the ditch lines.'* 

Before government officials took over the area, there was a 

brief struggle between Hopis and Navajos over upper Pasture Can- 

yon -- land which Mormons had appropriated from the Hopi and occu- 
pied until 1903. The Hopi had felt that the land belonged to 

them, and that the government moved the Mormons out so the land 

could be returned to the Hopi. In the 19308s, Poli Naimkiwa told 

Gordon MacGregor what happened: 

George Siwiestewa...went to upper Pasture Canyon to 
plant on the land that was fenced in [possibly part 
of Lot Smith's farm]. As soon as the Navajo saw 
good crops on the land, they moved in and took the 
land. The Agent may have helped to move them in. 
It has beer. a fight ever since, and the Hopi have 
been kept in the lower part of Pastdre Canyon where 
they have always farmed. The one farmer, George 
Siwiestewa, lost his land, but the Navajo have only 



looked upon this good land as pasture. Other Hopi 
have gone up with George Siwiestewa to farm, but 
have been driven out. Now, the government has come 
In and fenced this land off for dairy dry cows.13 

Tillman Hadley, a Navajo, recounted what happened in Pas- 

ture Canyon when the first superintendent arrived at the Tuba City 

Agency. 

At that time Reservoir Canyon was only a pasture of 
government horses and team. A little farming was 
done by the Hopis at the lower end of the pasture. 
Usually the Hopis were kicking about Navajos coming 
into their cornfields and stealing watermelons. 
The Navajos came to water their sheep and horses. 
The Hopis kept coming to the agent to complain and 
asking the agent to protect them. They gave them a 
little piece of land to use. There was no deed or 
permit except for gardening, not for the water, 
however. l4 

When the government assumed control over the Mormon prop- 

erty in Pasture Canyon, it retained the property for pasturing 

school cattle and raising potatoes. However, the federal govern- 

ment ultimately maintained the agreement that the Hopi and the 

. Mormons had worked out concerning Pasture/Reservoir Canyon farm- 
15 

land and water. 

In return for using the flow of water from Pasture/Reservoir 

Canyon, according to one government official, Hopis were: 

requlred to watch the reservoir and keep it in 
repair; later, each year, when their crops have 
needed mDre water, I nave let the Hopis use the 
water stored in the reservoir, for which they did a 
small amount of labor; I have required this iabor 
in return for the water, to impress upon the In- 

p-"":~,-* : " \ 7 , - dians that the water belonged to the Government and % , FT@ k -  " 1 ' I 
that it would be necessary to use it properly and 
to distribute it fairly .... 16 



Eiopis used the water on farm lands in upper Reservoir Can- 

yon and on their allotted lands in lower Reservoir Canyon near 

their village (see allotment history of Moenkopi Wash in the pre- 

vious chapter for details). Mathew M. Murphy, the second Western 

Navajo superintendent, recognized that the Hopi used che majority 

of Pasture/Reservoir Canyon. Nine months after arriving, he 

recommended that the Hopis be assigned land sections 33 (the locz- 

tion of their village and Moenkopi Wash below), 28 (immediaiely 

north of the village), and part of 21 (including land intended for 

them in Reservoir Canyon). He also proposed that the area be 

fenced, in time, so that the Navajos would not encroach upon their 

territory. Two years later, in 1907, Superintendent Murphy stated 

that it was his intention to recommend to the Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs that the "water in the springs at the village 

[Moenkopi] and all the water in Reservoir Canyon be apportioned to 
17 

the lands owned by the Hopis." 

Shortly after this latter recommendation, the federal gov- 

ernment took two actions which affected Xopi farming in the area. 

First, it began a program to reallot the land. Mathew M. Murphy 

was appointed allotting agent and devised a plan to allot all the 

agricultural land in Reservoir/Pasture Canyon to the Hopis. Bow- 

ever, for various reasons, including lack of appropriations, this 
18 

proposed reallotment was never approved. 

Second, the government began improving the reservoir system 

in Pasture/Reservoir Canyon. It is likely that the Hopi contri- 

buted all the labor for the rprovements. In 1908, two of the old 



dams ( t 2  and 4 3 )  were raised in order to increase the reservoirs' 

capacity from 30 to 350 acre-feet f water. However, dri£ting 

sands south of the middle reservoir threatened to cut the channel 

of water from there to the Hopi farms below in lower Reservoir 

Canyon and Moenkopi Wash. To remedy the situation, the Hopi con- 

structed a stone culvert 700 feet long to carry the flow of water 
19 

through this sand obstruction. 

For a time, the stone culvert solved the drifting sand hill 

problem, although farming in the area was difficult. Regarding 

the drifting sands, Uwaikwiota, a Moenkopi traditionalist, stated: 

I remember when I was working one of our fields 
over in Pasture Canyon an Agricultural agent came 
down and looked at the sand dunes drifting over the 
fields. Every so many years the sand drifts in 
that way and covers everything. You can't plant, 
and that field is lost until maybe a few years 
later the sand blows away, goes somewhere else.... 
People have fields at different places; and when 
the sand moves in on one field they let it be and 
do their farming in the other fields. 2 0 

from 1909 to 1926, the Hopi continued to farm above the 

middle reservoir ( X 2 )  in upper Reservoir Canyon and throughout 

lower Reservoir Canyon near their village, and also maintained the 

reservoirs and ditches in Pasture/Reservoir Canyon. Water from 

the canyon was used by them to irrigate their lands in Moenkopi 

Wash, as well as in Pasture/Reservoir canyon. In return, the 
2 1 

federal government did not interfere with Hopi farming. 

In the late 1 9 3 0 ' ~ ~  Roger Honahni of Moenkopi told C.E. 

Rachford about Hopi community work in Pasture/Reservoir Canyon: 



The Hopi of Moencopi have not accepted things from 
the government wichout helping and givinq time and 
money for their community's welfare. I have kept a 
writtc? record since 1922 of the time and donation 
given and the people who gave them. It has been a 
written record because the White man ?slues a writ- 
ten record. This may be of some help t c  show that 
Koencopi has worked for its common good ..... We 
have developed springs and kept up our irrigation 
ditches. 22 

Honahni listed for Rachford samples of the community work performed 

by Hopis in Pasture/Reservoir Canyon prior to 1926: 

1923 January 16, 40 men, cleaning and repairing 
ditch. 

January 23, 56 men donated money fcr cement. 

1924 March 14, 20 men, worked on reservoir 
NO. I.... 

1925 March 17, 20 men cleaned ditch -- Pasture 
Canyon .... 23 

According to Honahni's record book, the Moenkopi Hopi con- 

tributed labor on the irrigation system from 1923 to after 1934. 

For the period January 16-28, 1923, his records listed sixty Hopis 

donating work on Reservoir No. 2, and forty-six Bopis donating 
2 4 

money for cement and their trucks for Reservoir No. 2. 

While Hopis continued to farm in upper and lower Reservoir 

Canyon from 1903 to 1934, the federal government maintained its 

dairy cattle pasture in Pasture Canyon for the boarAing school. 

in addition, prior to 1908, government officials estai-lished a 

garden plot 

There is no 

larly either 

in Reservoir Canyon for the Moenkopi Day School. 

indication in the records that any other Indians regu- 

farmed or grazed in Pasture Canyon or in any part of 

- 98 - 



Reservoir Canyon between 1903 and 1934, or helped in maintaining 

the irrigation system. 

In 1926, the Hopi-built stone conduit collapsed under the 

weight of a large drifting sand hill. H.F. Robinsor? and other 

Indian Service Irrigation Division personnel were called to repair 

the broken culvert. However, the Hopi refused to let them work on 

the project. They were afraid that if they accepted government 

aid they would lose their water rights in Pasture/Reservoir Can- 

yon. H.F. Robinson described the situation to CIA Charles H. 

Burke: 

Mr. aurns located the difficulty and wished to 
re?air it, but it was necessary for the Indians to 
donate most of the labor. The Indians were suspi- 
cious and thought that if any work was done on this 
which the government or the white man participated 
in that it might be the opening wedge to take this 
water from them. They stated-that as they would 
have to do the work that they would do it without 
help, and be sure no one would have any claim on 
the water. *' 
The Hopi were trying to follow their 1903 verbal agresment 

with Superintendent Murphy, which required the Hopis to watch the 

reservoirs and keep them in repair in exchange for water for their 

crops. They were also afraid that government officials planned to 

divert the water to the government boarding school at Tuba City. 
26 

Robinson assured the Hopi that this latter rumor was false. 

He and the iocal superintendent assured them that the government 

zecognized that the water in Pasture/Reservoir Canyon was exclu- 

sivell- reserved for Hopis. The Hopis accepted some materials from 



the government, such as a corrugated pipe, after the government 

assured them that Hopi water rights woulC not be impaired by the 
2 7 

transact ion. 

Once the repairs on the conduit were made, Hopis had no 

further trouble with the water system. From 1926 to 1934, Hopis 

maintained the irrigation system in Pasture/Reservoir Canyon and 

continued to farm both upper Reservoir Canyon and all available 

farmland in lower Reservoir Canyon. Roger Honahni's personal 

record book on Hopi community work on the irrigation system, along 

with his testimony to C.E. Rachford, confirmed this. According to 

these sources, Hopis continuously worked on the system during 

these years: 

1927 February 29 50 men worked on reservoir 3 . . .  . 

1930 April 10 28 men worked on ditch up Reser- 
voir Canyon. 

1930 April 11 28 men worked on ditch up Reser- 
voir Canyon. 

1931 November 18 5 men worked on ditch in Reser- 
voir Canyon. 

1932 April 23 33 men worked in Reservoir Can- 
yon. 2 8 

In 1936, the S.C.S. began its survey in the Moenkopi area, 

which included Pasture/Reservoir Canyon. Data for the S.C.S. 

agronomy reports were arranged by specific projects. The area in 

question was called the Pasture Canyon project and included Pas- 

ture Canyon, Reservoir Canyon and about 100 acres of farm land 

along Moenkopi k7ash irrigated with water flcwing from Pasture/ 



Reservoir Canyon. The S.C.S. data indicate that there were ap- 

proximately 235 acres of actual farm land in the Pasture Canyon 

project. In addition, the S.C.S. data broke down thee acreage into 
29 

Hopi, Navajo, and government acreages. 

An oral S.C.S. agronomy report described the farm land in 

the following way: 

Now speaking of drainage water in Pasture Canyon, 
'he water from this source is used principally by 
the Xopi farmers. They have approximately 196 
acres. The Navajos use about 14 acres, and there 
are about 25 acres government owned. The govern- 
ment land, in this Canyon is located near the head 
of the Canyon, ... Most of the area has high 
water. It is proposed to put in drainage ditches 
to delete [sic (deplete?)] the water and run it 
into the reservoirs. By doing this, the land will 
be <rained sufficiently to raise fruit and garden 
crops. Below the government land, a large sand 
dune is moving into the Canyon. This should be 
fenced, and reduce the damage of the sand dune. 30 

The S.C.S. breakdown of farm land irrigated by Pasture/ 

Reservoir Canyon waters was explained in other S.C.S. reports and 

documents. The government held a 25-acre area of meadow land at 

the head of Pasture Canyon. This land was probably part of Smith's 

and Tanner's property in Pasture Canyon and was listed as farm 
3 1 

plot 17 on Portfolio Map t 9 .  

The fourteen acres of Navajo farm land mentioned in the 

S.C.S. Pasture Canyon project data was the land that remained from 

the original Nhrajo allotments in the Moenkopi Wash. This land 

was actually irrigated from nearby springs, not from Pasture Can- 

yon. The Navajo land was above Moenkopi Wash diversion dam on 



Portfolio Map $8 colored in solid orange. Various S.C.S. reports 

broke this Navajo farm area into the following plots and acre- 
.)? 
I) L 

ages : 

Farm Plot No. Occupant Acreage 

12.9 
12.10 
12. llabc 
12.12 

Billie Sawyer 4 
Navajo 7 

.a. 

Navajo 6 
Navajo 3 - 

Total Acres 14 

The S.C.S. records also broke down the 196 acres of Hopi 

farmland irrigated by the Pasture/Reservoir Canyon system. These 
3 3 

Hopi farm plots can be located on Portfolio Maps 98 and $9. 

Farm Plot 

12 

12.1 

12.2a 
12.2b 

12.4 

12.5a 
12.5b 
12.5~ 

12.5d 

12.5e 

12.6a 

12.6b 
12.6~ 
12.6d 

12.7 

Pasture ar.d Reservoir Canyon Field Plots 

Owner Remarks Acreage 

Humihongiwa 

Seumptewa Supplanted Nasinomtewa 

Nuvayestewa, George 
Lorna tuwairna 

Unknown Hopis Unknown location 

Nasilewi 
Tuwangoitewa, Sami 
Quashuru, Maggie (Talashongqa) (First 
(deceased) wife of Mark Quashuru) 
School Plot Tenanted by Hopi 

(Kwanveima) 
Quashuru, Mark (Husband of Maggie 

above ) 

Lomawayma, William ( Tsoomt i ) 
Teva 
Nasilewi (deceased) (Operated by sons) 
Accawsi (deceased) (Operated by sons) 
Siwiltima (deceased) (Operated by sons) 

Talasmoinewa, Charlie 



Farm Plot 

12.8a 

12.8b 
12.8~ 
12.8d 
12.8e 
12.8f 

12.11a 
12.11a 

12.11b 
12.11.2 
12.11d 
12.11e 
12.11f 

12.13a 

12.13b 
12.13~ 
12.13d 
12.13e 
12.13f 
12.139 
12.13h 

14 

15 

16 

17 

17.1 

17.2 

18 

19.0 

28.0 

Owner 

Tuwanomtewa, Frank 

Nasinomtewa, John 
Talaswyawma 
Tuchawina, Jackson 
Nasiyawma 
Karsyawma 

Zonahnie, Rodger 
Honahnie, Roland 

Pongyawayma, Philip 
Payestewa, Poli 
Siwiyestewa 
Nasinomtewa, John 
Johnson, Fred 

Pavonyawma 

Tuveyestewa 
Eonanie, Rodger 
Johnson, Fred 
Numkena. Sam 
Johnson, Clay 
Karsyesva (deceased) 
Karsyesva 

Seyestewa, Poles 

Unknown Hopi? 

Unknown Hopi? 

U.S.I.S. Gov't farm 

Unknown Ho?i? 

Unknown 

Siwiheptewa, Jimmy 

Numkena, Sam 

. .  , 

Remarks Acreaqe 

18.0 

( 2 8  acres total 1/2 
irrigated from Pasture 
Canyon) 

(Lehongva) 

(Gaseoma ) 

(East Half of plot 12 
acres, but only 5 acres 
irrigated from Pasture 
Canyon) 

Tuveyestewa, owner 

(35 acres total, 1/2 
irrigated from Pasture 
Canyon) 

(John Jenkins?) 
Operated by sons 

(25 acres) 

(Not recommended for 
farming by gov't) 

(Sivoshoya) 

[Rodger Kaye?] 



29.0a Qoyaheptewa [Henry Dallas?] 2.0 - 29.Ob Sikawayma 

Acres accounted 193.0 
Acres unaccounted 3.0 

4 
B g 

Total acres: 196.0 &% 

L p a ?  

Dr. Allan Ainsworth, based on oral interviews with Hopisr b *r 

3 4 
listed the following Hopi farmers in Pasture/Reservoir Canyon: 

Hopi Farmer Houi Farmer 

Burton, Gail - Family* 
Charley, Irving - Family 
Dallas, Logan - Family* 
Dallas, Ward* 
Duwanimptewa, Frank 
Elmer, Antone - Family 
Fredericks, Ellis 
Gilbert, aryant -Family 
Xonahni, Fred 

I 
! 

i30nannir Roland - Family** 
i Honahni, Stanley - Family 

Honeyestewa, Luther - Family 
Bongeva, Ezra 
Humetewa, Elizabeth - Family 

Kahee, Fredericks 
Kansaswood, Lee 
Kaye, Forrest - family 
Keyope, Harry, Sr. 
Nahoitewa, Roland 
Nasenumptewa, John & Frank** 
Nasetoynewa 
Nuvayestewa, George** 
Pavinyouma, Kenneth** 
Sakiestewa, Albert - Family 
Siwiyestewa** 
Tewanimptewa - Family 
Tsavatewa, Harold - Family 
Tuchawena, Amelia - Family* 

It is clear from the history of the Pasture/Reservoir Can- 

! yon area from the Spanish period to 1934, and from the data and 

! maps gathered and produced by the S.C.S. in the i930tsr that Hopis 
1 exclusively farmed the area. After the federal government assumed 

control of the area in 1903 until 1934 znd even thereafter, Ropis 

voluntarily maintained the irrigation system in the Pasture/Reser- 
i 
1 voir Canyons to support their agricultural lands. They considered 

I * May be related to Bopi listed in S.C.S. records. 
c: 

* *  Appear in S.C.S. records. 5) 



the water from the springs at the head of Pasture Canyon as exclu- 

sively theirs. 

When government officials in the late 1930's attempted to 

divide the Hopi and Navajo lands in the Moenkopi area, Hopis made 

several pleas to government officials to turn over to them the 25- 

acre government pasture in upper Pasture Canyon -- the only land 
in Pasture Canyon which Hopis did not farm. They felt they de- 

served the land because for years they had maintained the Pasture/ 

Reservoir Canyon irrigation system without aid from the federal 

government, and they pointed this out to officials. 

For instance, in the late 19301s, Poli Naimkiwa (a.k.a. 

Hungeva) told anthropologist Gordon MacGregor that upper Pasture 

Canyon was a fertile farming area and a sacred area to the Hopis. 

This Canyon has always been a Hopi shrine. We use 
its water in the upper canyon for mixing paints for 
prayer sticks. We wish it for this reason and 
because it is very fertile land that could be under 
cultivation and not wasted as pasturage [referring 
to the government pasture there]. 

[He continued] 

We have asked for this land for many years since it 
was first offered to us [I9031 with no results or 
Government interest shown by any reply. 35 

Gordon MacGregor was convinced that Hopis needed the area. In his 

report he stated: 

Pasture Canyon running into Moencopi Village from 
the north is needed for Hopi agriculture. The 
water and land in the upper portion is now used by 
the Tuba City Government agencies at.Tuba City, or 
turned over to pasture land.36 



A year later, Roger Honahni and Poli Naimkiwa made a simi- 

lar piea to the investigators in the 'c.E. Xchf ord investigation.. 

Xonanni told Rachford hov Hopis developed springs and kept up 

irrigation ditches in the area, and submitted a community work 

list of Hopis showing work performed throughout the 1920's and 

1930's. 
37 

Poli Naimkiwa told Rachford that: 

Through this canyon comes all the water for farm- 
ing, both for the Hopi and for the government farm 
below in Moencopi Wash. Pasture Canyon farmland 
extends seven miles up, way past Castle Butte. We 
want all this land, for several [Hopis] now in the 
village have no land to farm, and we shall need 
more with an increase in population. We look to 
land as the source of life,- and have not enough. 
Unless an agreement is made with the Navajo and our 
farm and range lands set aside for us we shall have 
to look for another means of living. 38 

Frank Tewanemptewa explained to C.E. Rachford the religious signi- 

ficance of Pasture Canyon to the Hopis: 

the various points of the canyon have four differ- 
ent names: The first name at the lower end was 
known as Ivamoquah; the next point was known as 
Sand Point -- actually the sand drifted in there 
and blocked the water from up the canyon; the next 
is called Saulako, named after the Katchina, which 
has also been used as a very important shrine for 
the Hopis; the next place is called Youvakpo (cave 
in the ground) .39 

The Hopi requests to Rachford, based upon their prior use, 

possession and occupancy of the iand were noted in his report and 

on his investigation map with the circled number one (see Port- 

folio Map #13). 



In summarv, the arable land in Pasture./Reservoir Canyon was 

farmed by Hopis exclusive of any other Indian tribe. from Spanish 

times to some time after 1934. The only area of land that Hopis 

did not initially farm (although they used it for other purposes) 

was upper Pasture Canyon. In the 18801s, Mormon settlers appro- 

priated the land and water from the Hopi. From the 1880's to 

1903, they used various sections of Pasture/Reservoir Canyon, and 

developed some of the canyon's water storage potential. Neverthe- 

less, they allowed Hopis to farm there and use the water. 

In 1903, the federal gove'r'nment bought out the Mormons and 

in turn, gave certain land and water privileges to the Hopi. keep- 

ing only a 25-acre tract of pasture in the upper Canyon for the 

Tuba City Boarding School. The federal government controlled this 

small area from 1903 to 1934. The rest of Pasture Canyon and all 

of Reservoir Canyon was farmed by the Hopi in 1934, as it had been 

for hundreds of years. 
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IV. Moenave 

Moenave was the third important Hopi agricultural area 

~ ~ z s i d e  the i882 Xeservation. It is located approximately eight 

miles west of the village of Moenkopi. An irrigated Zopi farming 

area, like the Canyon and the Wash, Moenave was part of a series 

cf Hopi farming operations which, before white settlement, in- 

cludel Dinnebito Wash, Coal M.:.ne Mesa, ~oenkopi Wash, and Pasture/ 

Reservoir Canyon. 

Prior to the arrival of Mormon settlers in the 18701s, 

Oraibi Hopis farmed at Xoenave, using the seeps and springs along 

the cliffs above, much as they did in Moenkopi Wash. Earl Numkena, 

a former resident of the Moenave area, reported that prior to 

Mormon settlement his uncles had once farmed in the Moenave area. 

According to Numkena "a Long time ago, my uncles used to live 
I 

there ~Moenave]. They raised some crops, including cotton." 

In 1860, a few Navajos came to the Moenave area. In that 

year, Jacob Hamblin encountered Navajos, probably fleeing an Amer- 

ican military expedition led by Col. E.R.S. Canby. During the 

encounter, the Navajos killed a Mormon missionary named George A. 

Smith, Jr. After the military pressure let up, they probably 

returned to their homes east of Black :less. Three years later, 

Navajos from Pueblo Colorado Wash (east >f the 1882 Reservation) 

fled to the Moenave region, this time before the forces of Colonel 

Kit Carson. On his third scouting expedition, Carson attacked a 

small Navajo group in the vicinity of Moenave and along lower 



Moenkopi Wash in the direction of Coconino Basin, driving them 

2 
across the Little Colorado River. 

Other Navajos entered Moenave sometime during the period 

1864-1868. Seven Navajos were temporarily living at Oraibi when 

other Navajos were taken to Ft. Sumner. Hard feelings developed 

between them and the Bopis, so they were forced :o move. They 

fled to the Moenave-Tuba City area. Be thleen Dal Cheenee ("Re 

has wild horses" a.k.a "Wild Mustang," later named "Musher" by the 

Mormons) was one of the Navajos. Musher (who was married to a 

Hopi woman) farmed at Tuba City, while the others farmed at Te-se- 

A-kin (Moenave). Reportedly, the Navajos still farmed at Moenave 

when Jacob Hamblin arrived in 1873. Hamblin or some other Mormpa 
3 

forced these refugee Navajos to leave the Moenave area. 

At this time, Hopis were also farming at Moenave. Roger 

Honahni, a long-time resident of the Moenkopi area, gave the fol- 

lowing oral account of how the Hopi farmers were pushed off their 

farmland by the newly arrived settlers. 

At the time when Mormons were around here, there's 
some of these aopis use to farm down at Moenave and 
the man was called Jacob Hamblin, used to have a 
home over there, has a house there. And these 
iiopis used to have fields over there, but when 
Jacob Hamblin try to control every bit of it, he 
take these Hopi out, drive them out. And so in 
around 1900, Jacob Hanblin was around there before 
1903 before they drive him out. And so it woulq be 
before that time before he drive the Hopis out. 

, .. 
Honahni's statement indicates that Hopis were farming at Moenave 

earlier than 1873. 

- -. ... . 



After improving the irrigation System there, the Mormon 

homesteaders were able to maintain approximately thirty-five acres 

of orchards and vineyards in terraced plots near the springs. In 

the process, the Hopi were excluded From their traditional farming 

area. The Mormon settlers xcupied the arca from 1873 to 1903, 
5 

when the government bought the Mormon holdings. 

After the Mormons left, there was a brief struggle for the 

land with the Navajos. According to Harold Colton's report on 

Bopi boundaries, after the abandonment of Moenave by the Mormons, 

Prank Tewanemtewa and Numkina brothers made abortive efforts to 

plant fields there, using the old irrigation works. However, they 

were run out by Navajos. Instead of allowing the Hopis to return 

to their former Moenave farms, the government allowed Navajos to 

use the area. According to Navajos, Milton J. Needham, the first 

government agent, extended to one "Big Hat Charlie" the right to 

use the lands at Moenave "as long as they lived." Shortly after 

1903, several Navajo families began "cultivating a little corn and 

melons in their native way, and gathering the fruit from the Mor- 

mon orchards" at Moenave. These Navajo seasonally used the area 
6 

during the summers. 

The orchards, fields, and houses left behind by the Mormon 

settlers soon fell into disrepair. In 1906, they had 10 acres in 

cultivation, and in 1910, t h s  Tuba City Superintendent noted that: 

There is also important work to be done at Moenave 
and vicinity where a great deal of wzter is now 
going to waste ... A t  present, there are only a few 
acres under cultivation but this area can. easily be 



increased to 20 or 30 acres by the proper develop- 
ment of water.' 

The Mormon improvenents under the tenure of the Navajo had deteri- 

orated to practically nothing by 1910. 

At the same time, the Hopi at Oraibi were experiencin~ 

severe difficulties in farming ! dse of the dissection of Oraibi 

Wash (see chapter on 1882 Reservationj. Some of the Hopis at 

OraiSi approached government officials for permission to enter the 

Moenave area. Hopi Superintendent Borton H. Miller wrote Washing- 

ton about the situation and stated: 

Sewanimptewa and Frank Jenkins, two Oraibi men, 
claiming to represent forty persons, have asked me 
to explain to tt* office that they have relinquished 
their clan claims to allotments in the Oraibi valley 
because there is no available water supply near 
their fields.... They say there is a good place 
about 4 miles west of Tuba, which formerly belonged 
to the Mormons, but was bought by the government 
some years ago, where they'd like to have their 
aLlotments. 

Xowever, Tuba City Superintendent Claren.2 R. Jeffries 

denied them permission to enter Moenave. A paraphrasing of Super- 

intendent Jeffrics' response to the Oraibi request summarized the 

situation in the following manner. 

Cn Sewanimptewa and F. Jenkins desire t.o move to 
Moen. [Moen~opi] or to Moenave; discouraged on the 
basis 1) they are from the Hopi Reservation; 2) a 
couple of Navajo families already in occupation of 
Moenave; 3) the gp-~'t planning a water development 
at Moenave to lochce some more Navajo families.' 



The ;avernment attempc to reinvigorate the Moenave settlement 

failed. The Moenave lands remained idle throughout 1912-1913 and 

were not successfully farmed until Hopi Indians began to farm 

there once again. 

In 1914, Earl Numkena from Moenkopi went to the new Super- 

intendent, Walter Runke, asking for permission to farm once again 

at Moenave. Numkena's uncles had farmed at Moenave prior to Mor- 
10 

mon settlement there. 

According to Numkena: R 
And I went out to Moenave to look over the place. 
There was no farm nor sign of farms when I went 
down to look over it. A11 types of brushes were 
growing around. There was all kind of brushes 
there (sewaptcol* and sevapcole). After I observed 
things down there and came back I went to the Tuba 
City Agency to talk to Mr. Runke at Tuba City 
Agency--I talked to him. Now, I ask him to send me 
down to Moenave. I wonder he can send me down to 
Moenave?. ..After I pleaded with him he agreed that 
he would send me down there. All right, when you 
go down there you clear the place there, cl r the 
field off and make a farm. Now then you build 
yourself a check dam, now you fix this up. All 
right, I went down there and looked over the place 
and found a place where I can put this dam when I 
start working there. I was at the same time work 
on the farm. After I clear the place, I was put 
the fence around it. I must have fenced 20 acres. 
Then I start raising peaches, ap les, and grapes. 
And then I ~uilt myself a nouse. ?1 

In 1939, Earl Numkena gave a remarkably similar account to C.E. 

Rachford, an investigator into the Hopi-Navajo disputes. 

I was the one who lived there and established my 
home after the Mormons left this country. We went 
into Moenave in i910. The area described as Moenave 





Numkena brother (unidentified) (perhaps Nacitotowenewa, 
with his wife and children?) 
Naseytenewa 
Two unknown 3opis from Oraibi 

In 1921, a dispute occurred between the Yopis at Moenave 

and Navajos in the vicinity. There are differing Navajo and Hopi 

versions as to what happened, but it appears that the Navajo pro- 

tested the Hopi presence at Moenave to Charles Ellis, the tempo- 

rary agent at Tuba City. Zllis apparently required the Hopis to 

accept a price for their Moenave land in cattle and vacate the 
15 

land. 

The following abbreviated account of the Hopi-Navajo dis- 

pute was given to C.E. Rachford in 1939 by Earl Numkena. 

After we got everything in as a farmer would want, 
a small group of Navajos protested to Mr. Ellis 
[Charles S. Ellis, special agent in charge of Tuba 
City Agency for three months in 19211, who was a 
supervisor at the time. Mr. Ellis came and told us 
that we had no right to establish ourselves and 
farm this area. That was very strict orders from 
Washington prohibiting Hopis to farm there; there- 
fore, we were forced to take our belongings and 
return to this village .... I did not know just why 
this man had been brought over by the Navajos to 
move or force us out, after we establish ourselves 
according to proper homestead laws. 16 

Later, Numkena elaborated: 

-, Now, naturally, as they always do, the Navajos told 
me that it was a Navajo Reservation. This is al- 
ways their weapon. And they have repeatedly in- 
sisted that I must get out from the Moenave.... 
Then I told them that I don't believe I will leave 
the place. I have put in many years of hard work, 
I have a home there. After I made this statement, 
Mr. Ellis told me this -- ycu will have to get 



out. Mr. Ellis toid me that Tuba City and Moonave 
is on the Navajo Reservation. It is a part oi the 
Navajo Reservation. You must get out from there. 

! Then I told them if this the case I might as well E 
get out.'' & .h l 

Other Xopis, such as Roger Eonahni, Xarry Piestewa and Philip 
I 18 $:,% 

laias, verified the essentials of Numkena's statements. pi 
3 

After the Navajo assumed the farm land, biszsry repeated b2 Fys-. . . . . - .  ?.,, &$;$2;. $-$&.. ' :: . .:' - ". , :?. 

f 
icself. The Navajos allowed the subjugated land and structures at 2B?:rl$gt . ' . . , p.bp r,-..r-. ; . ' . 
Xoenave to fall into a state of dilapidation. In 1925, C.E. Faris, ; : ' 8. . - . ;*&, . p, q;- I-.. :%PA>. : .: a government investigator, visited the area and made a report on c:, ..!+,$' , -  

$ii$*: ,;. . , : 
< ,  ;.- 0-& - . , the condition of affairs in connection with an application by a p.s,+; . ,. . . . . . 
* y- ;;;;;;j ' . , ,. i,.3sdp>; '. . ' : 

church mission to locate there. He found that only one Navajo had ,,+st:. :-I.. . ,- 1...t,;;,qitp :- .. i* :.;&* .. .. ,- , . '' 
$.,,,,.?'it:" - ' pJ,i3>py:' : - ; ' ' ' , a permanent hogan in the area and that several Navajo families had ; , .~ , 

summer hogans there. Excerpts from his report follow. 

On Saturday, January tenth, I visited the Moen Ave 
springs .... Trees started by the Mormon people 
indicate lack of care and fruit trees of their 1 ,  r planting and those of more recent culture would 
give higher yield with better care.... There is 
but one substantial dirt and pole hogan on the 
withdrawn area [for the mission] and that the 
Superintendent and missionary claim was consrructed 

1.' ' after the withdrawal of the land.... The real 
summer hogans, of which there were several, are 
made of five or six tepee poles or similar support, 
thatched with reeds and brush the value of which 
dies with the season. To talk to the Indians of 
the purchase sr removal and re-erection of the 
summer hogans is ridiculous and incredible.... In 
summary it may be stated that on the basis of pro- 
duction reported and stock watered it is believed 
thit not less than thirty per cent of the available 
water of the Moen Ave Springs have been used from 
year to year in growing season.... Names of the 
family heads of ,Indian[sl making use of the Moen 
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Ave tract from year to year for two decades is 
given in the report and they were verbally assigned 
to the tract for as long as they should live by a 
former agent. 19 

In 1934, the Moenave area was in such poor condition that 

the S.C.S. decided to place it under the protection of the federal 

government as the Moenave Demonstration Area. Government officials 

fenced off and set aside the land around Moenave for conservation 

reasons and to demonstrate to Indians how the land should be 
20 

farmed and properly managed for grazing livestock. 

In mid-1934, an area of land around Moenave was fenced and 

officially designated as the Moenave Demonstration Area (see Port- 

folio Maps #! and #14). It was set aside for both the Hopi and 

Navajo Indians, although federal officials in the past iad arbi- 

trarily removed Hopis from Moenave, a traditional Hopi agricul- 
T' 

tural area. The official reasons for selecting the area for 

demonstration status, as stated in an S.C.S. report, were four- 
21 

fold: 

1. it presented one of the greatest opportunities 
on the Reservation for the demonstration of 
proper methods of land subjugation.. 

2.  it is so located as to be accessible to a 
large number of people both Hopi and Navajo. 

3. it is badly eroded by wind and water. 

4. By utilizing water which was being lost or 
improperly used, it has been possible to bring 
under cultivation land otherwise of little 
value and thus supplement the meager li~ing of 
both Hopis and Navajos with land made suitable 
for growing excellent crops of almost any 
nature.... 



These references indicate that when it was created in 1934, the 

federal government intended that the Hopi, 2s well as the Navajo, 

enjoy the benefits of the Moenave Demonstration Area. 

In summary, Oraibi Hopis farmed at Moenave in their tradi- 

tional manner prior to the arrival of the first white settlers in 

the 1870's. Between 1860 and 1864, Navajo refugees from Canby's 

and Carson's campaigns encamped and farmed there for a time. In 

the early 18708s, Mormon settlers eventually caused Hopis and 

Pjavajos t~ temporarily relinquish their farms at Moenave. The 

settlers developed Moenave into a substantial farming enterprise. 

When the federal government bought out Mormon improvements in 

1903, it also assumed control of the Moenave area. When the Hopis 

tried to reclaim the area, they were forced out by rival Navajos 

and the Tuba City Agency. The government attempted to settle 

Navajos in the area, but the Navajos allowed the land to go idle. 

The Hopi were nor. given similar encouragement. Prior to 

1914, the Hopi petitioned the government to allow them to move to 

Xoenave and farm there. Their applications were rejected uncil 

1914. In that year a group of Bopis secured official permission 

to move back into the Moenave area, where their relatives had 

farmed prior to the arrival of Mormon settlers. From 1914 to 

1921, they reoccupied the Moenave area and made it once again a 

productive agricultural area. However, their success was sharply 

halted in 1921, when at the behes~ of local Navajos, the federal 

government required them to move from their Moenave farmlands for 

unstated reasons. 
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The earliest recoilection of Hopi farming in the Coal Mine 

Xesa vicinity comes from the memory of Pole Payestewa, a long-time 

resident of Oraibi. In sealing v. Jones, Pole Payestewa (a.k.a. 

Polepayestewa) tel'ified that Hopis long ago had farmed below Coal 

Kine Mesa in Coal Canyon: 

There were some farms along Ha-Ho-No-Geh Canyon and 
Coal Canyon. We used to bring in coal from a can- 
yon nearby called Coal Canyon and there were some 
ruins there. We also dug coal out of Blue Canyon. 
When we sa y 'we' in this statement, I mean the Hopi 
of Oraibi. 

Pole Payestewa's undated information was plotted and numbered on 

Plaintiff's Exhibit 242, as pink area number five (see Pcrtfolio 

Map #15, Section A). 

It was not until the early 19301s, when a government move- 

ment was underway to separate Hopi and Navajo territory, that 

detailed information on Hopi dry-farming appeared in government 

records. Additional data about Hopi farming and grazing on Coal 

Mine Mesa became available in the mid-1930's from the Soil Conser- 

vation Service (S.C.S.) studies of the area. The S.C.S. data 

indicate that Hopis dry-farmed on Coal Mine Mesa as early as 1925. 

According to the reports, Hopis maintained a farming presence at 

Coal Mine Mesa continuously thereafter. 

In 1936, a Navajo Service Report on Land Management Unit 

(L.M.U.) 3 described farming techniques on Coal Mine Mesa: 

The farming in this area [Coal Mine Mesa] is of an 
entirely different nature than that found in and at 
Tuba City and Moenave. The owners are dependent 
entirely upon flood water to produce their crops. 





. ,  . . 

Schedule No. Hopi Owner Field remarks 

of Moenkopi in the valley, 90. 
Q 71, F6 (see Pcrtfolio Mags 
&;, and 10). 

John Tala~hc~yiuaa x 2 acres? 
x 3 acres? 
x 1 acres? 
x At various ?laces, North- 
west of Coal Mine (see Port- 
folio Maps #8 and #lo). 

This incomplete schedule list indicates that Hopis farmed in sev- 

eral different locations on Coal Mine Mesa, ead that they farmed a 

total acreage of at least approximately 10.5'acres. 

However. Gordon Page, in his 1939 Buman Dependency Report, 

used all of the consumption group schedule data and his report 

located at least thirteen Hopi farm =dots on Coal Mine Mesa. Six 

of these farm plots were grouped together as farm plot $6 (see 

Portfolio Map #lo). The others were geographically located in 

relation to this farm plot. Farm plot s6 was lacaced above High- 

way 264, approximately ten miles southeast of the village of Moen- 

kopi. The other Hopi farm plots were west of and below Highway 
6 

264. Page's report stated: 

Plots near coal mine, 10 miles east of Moencopi. 
north of highway: numbered Q71F6 [Quad 71, Fie12 61 

+ a: Lomalehtsiwma 
b. Sikalehtsiwma (Honahni ) 
c. Honahni, Boland 
d. Honanni, Rodger 
e. Lomatuwaima, Horace (Ponqyaveima) tenant 
f. empty To be used by Honahni, 

Sr . 



. .  , . 

Fields 3bove and adjoining No, Q71F6 [Field # 
unknown, possibly 3, 4 ,  S or 311 

a.  Dallas, Henry (Sikawayma) 
b. Dallas, Robert (Puhuyawmaj 
c. Talasvuyawma 
d. Quashura, Mark (Kwanveima) 

Field above Q71F6, upper fence [Field + unknown, 
possibly 221 

a. Quyaveima, Forrest (Kaye?) owner 

West of and below highway (264), below Field No. 
Q71F6 [Field t unknown, possibly 2 or 241 

a. Karsyawma (Gaseoma) 
b. Johnson, Clay 

[Note that Page's report does not account for con- 
sumption schedule #258  of John Talashoyiwma, who had 
three 'farm plots northwest of the Coal Mine. 
Talastoyiwma's fields were probably field numbers 7, 
8 and 9 on P~rtfolio Map t10.1 

Gordon Page's list, used along with Portf3lio Map #lor 

gives a great deal of detail about Hopi farming' in the area. 

Further infarmation on the amount of Hopi zsreage can be garnered 

report listed acreage data for each of the field plots in Quad 

71. The following is a summary of the above data for Coal Mine 

Mesa. I have added information on possible Hopi ownership of 
7. 

these farm plots. 

Tract No. Present Crops Acreage (Possible Cwners) 

2 Corn 35, Idle 90 125 Karsyawma (Gaseoma) or 
Clay Johnson 

8 3 Idlo Dallas, Henry (Sikawayma) 
Dallas, Robert (Puhuyawma) 
Talasvuyawma 
Quashura, Hark (Kwanveira) 



Tracr No. Present Cro~s Acreage 

3 10 idle, 4 orch. 14 

5 Idle 

6 Idle 

7 Idle 2 

8 Corn 1 

9 Corn, squash, 1 
melons ' 

2 2 Idle 2 

2 4 Idle 8 

31 Corn, squash, 10 
idle 

(Possible Owners) 

Dallas, Henry (Sikawayma) 
Dallas, Robert (Puhcyawma) 
Talasvuyawma 
Quashura, Mark (Kwanveina) 

Dallas, Henry (Sikawayma) 
Dallas, Robert (Puhuyawma 
Talasvuyawma 
Quashura, Mark (Kwanveima 

a. Lcmalehtsiwma 
b. Sikalehtsiwma 

(Honahni ) 
c. Honahni, Roland 
d. Honahni. Rodger 
e. Lom?tuwaima, 3orace 

(Pongyaveima) tenant 
f. empty To be used by 

Honahni, Sr. 

Talashoyiwma, John 

Talashoyiwma, John 

Taiashoyiwma, John 

Quyaveima, Forrest (Kaye?) 
owner 

Karsyawma (Gaseoma) or 
Clay Johnson 

Dallas, Henry (Sikawayma) 
Dallas, Robert (Puhuyawma) 
Talasvuyakma 
Quashura, Mark (Kwanveima) 

(Total possible Hopi "dry" farm acreage = 247 acres.) 

In addition to the S.C.S. data and maps, an? Gordon Page's 

report indicating almost 250 acres of Hopi fields on Coal Mine 

Mesa, Hopis also described and personally showed investigators the 

Xopi agricultural areas on Coal Mine Mesa. 



In the 1930's, Roger Honahni told Dr. Harold Colton that: 

On and about the mesas between Moencopi and the 

Zonahni's comment that twenty Xopi farmed in the vicinity of Coal 
r 

f 
Mine Mesa agrees with the data presented so far, xhich acco yts I 
for at least fourteen Hopi who dry-farmed on Coal Mine Mesa. \ \  i I 

i 
In 1939, C.E. Rachford, while investigating the boundaries i 

.,,.. & "~:,,z :: :. : ..- - .. , . . , 
of the aopi and Navajo, gathered much the same information from ,,..,;;;;: ,':: - . - - 

;,.. ..._' .. ... - . .I 

Frank Tewanimptewa (a.k.a. Frank Tewa). Prior to the meeting, 

Rachford was given a tour of the Hopi farms on Coal Mine Mesa, and 

personally saw them and other small farming area- in the vicinity. 
... . . 

Afterwards, at a later meeting with Rachford, Frank Tewanimptewa 

stated that: 

This morning we cock another trip over the Moencopi 
Tlateau, pointing cut our grazing area. Due to the 
Inclement weather and the lack of roads we could 
not show all the points that we would like to, but 
only pointing out a few places what we could get 
to, namely the north rim of Coal Nine Canyon, where 
the original stock of the Hopis used to graze into 
the country of Blue Canyon and Red Lake; the dry 
farms that are in cultivation up to this date. All 
the farms that we have seen this morning are Hopi 
farms.... We passed on to Coal Mine Canyon. I 
pointed out to Mr. Rachford and told him that at 
one time my father had established a farm down this 
valley and at the Dinnebito valley.' 

C.E. Rachford noted on his Hopi-Navajo boundary map (Portfolio Map 

#13), the Hopi farming on Coal Mine Mesa with the circled numbered 

f 3ur. 

./.>. ' ::. : ." 1,;;;; .t;>.~,s 
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In aidition to the record presented, Dr. Allan Ainsworth's 

interviews with Eopis indicated that many Sopis were farming on 

Coal Mine Mesa. The following is a summary of his data for that 

Silagody Family Kewanvoyouna, Xerman 
Dallas, Robert - Family* Kewanwycewa, Zunice - Family 
Gaseoma* Koi-yungyumptewa 
Gilbert, Bryan - Family Koyangumptewa 
Holmes, Ernest Loma, Logan 
Xolmes, Willard Lomaheptewa - Family 
Honahni, Clifford - Family Lomale tseoma 
Honahni, Fred Nasetoynewa, Ray - Family 
Honahni, Roland - Family* Numkena, Lewis, Sr.* 
Honahni, Roger - Family* Nuvayestewa, George 
Honahni, Stanley Quache, Gilbert 
Honeyestewa, Luther and Edward Quazuru, Mark* 
Honeyumptewa, Rita Family Sehyawma Brothers 
IIongeva, Ezra Sikahongyouma 
Humehongouma Siwingyouma, Glen 
Humetewa, Alex - Famiiy Talahytewa - Family 
Johnson, Clay* Talashoma, John* 
Joseph, Harold Talasintewa 
Kaye, Edwin - Family Tallas, John 
Kaye, Forrest* Tewa, Jackson 
Kaye, George Tewa, Milo 
Kayongyyumptewa, aig Burton Tsavatewa, Sarold 

In summary, the evidence and data produced by the Soil 

Conservation Service in the mid-1930's demonstrates that the Hopi 

dry-farmed close to 250 acres of land on Coal Mine Mesa prior to 

1934. This is consistent with other available information. For 

centuries,. Oraibi Hopi may have passed through this farming terri- 

tory to reach other summer farming areas along the western araibi 
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Coal Mine Mesa Notes 

3ominquez Escaiance Sournal: Their Exoedition chrouah 
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VI. Little Colorado River 

The fifth and last aopi farming area outside the 1882 Be- 

servation was along the central basin of the Little Colorado River, 

into which Dinnebito, Oraibi, Polacca and Jeddito Washes drain. 

This area was not used by the Hopi for farming in 1934, but it w a s  

farmed by Hopi and ancestral Hopi in the past. The area was con- 

sidered by the Yopi to be part of their territory, and efforts co 

use the area for farming were made as late as 1878. 

Ancestors to present-day Hopi clans lived and farmed in the 

central Little Colorado River basin during the Pueblo IV period, 

approximately 1300 to 1600 A.D. Near the end of that period, they 

migrated northward to the main Hopi villages because a "climatic 

change of some sort made settled agricultural life more difficult 

or impossible" in the Litcle Colorado River basin. Environmental 

conditions on the main mesas of ths Colorado Tlateau were nore 
L 

favorable for agriculture at this time. 

Xigrating cla~. groups who sought to join the Hoai on che 

mesas were asked by the residents what they could contribute =o 

tribal welfare. Florence H. Ellis, noted Bogi scholar, pointed 

out that the: 

accepted answer (and this the price for che new 
lands, springs, and associations) was a ceremony 
which, upon demonstration, appealed to the aopi 
nucleus as "practical" in achieving the end 
claimed. These ceremonies then became the most 
important of the perpetuel civic duties, or taxes, 
of that joining group. The ceremonies required 
materials which had to be provided by that group or 



by associated units. and such msterials had to be 
,:bta~ned from specific places (sometimes not avaii- 
able elsewhere) .... Specific evidence of locacion 
of shrines and of spots from which religious mace- 
rial has been obtained for centuries warrant ser- 
ious consideration in the claims of such a group.2 

When these new clan groups from the Littie Colorado River 

settlements were assimilated into Hopi society, they brought with 

them their claims to this area of the Little Colorado Biver as a 

heritage, and the area was then incorporated into Hopi religious 

and territorial systems. Ruins at Homolovi and at Chevlon, both 

near ginslow, Arizona, supply evidence indicating that Bopi ances- 

tors farmed between Xolbrook and Winslow, and that the region 

supported a large concentration of Hopi peoples. Hopi cl'n his- 

tories recorded by A.  M. Stephen indicate that this area was part 

of their heritage, 2nd in 1904, when the archaeologist Zesse 

Walter Fewkes invescigatea che Homolovi and Chevlon sites, nis 

Xopi informants recognized these ruins as Hopi sites. 3 

Drought conditions were often cyclical in this part of the 

Southwest, and Bopis may nave returned to the area to farm from 

time to time. Since Hopis traditionally took every advantage of 

available water sources, one would expect that at times Hcpis 

would have used the area as an "outlying" Jopi scmmer farming 

area. Oraibi Hopis freely used an area for farming stretching 

forty miies to Moenkopi Wash as a summer farming area. They may 

well have used the Little Colorado River basin in a similar manner. \, 

After the Great Tueblo Revolt in 1680, in "apprehension of 

Spanish punishment," Bopis fortified themselves on the mesa tops 



near their villages for protection. According to Ellis, "all the 

smailer agricultural settlements were abandoned at this period ... 
excepting at one or two places on the Noenkopi Wash." Threats 

from the Spanish, and later from hostile Indian tribes, probably 

prevented any sustained Hopi effort to farm the area which the 

Nevertheless, Hopis kept intruding hostile tribes out of f&Xgf!.. - 
: b 

their southern territory. In 1911, one observer of the Hopi stated 

that: 

it is my understanding ... that the Hopis, while 
living in mortal dread of raids from hostile tribes, 
were able to keep the settlements of these hostile 
people about a distance of a night's march from the 
villaqes. This would be about 40 to 50 miles [the 
distance from the mesa: to the Little Colorado 
River] as the Hopi is 2artjcularly noted for his 
running of long distances.' 

In the late 18701sr the arrival of Mormon settlers into the 

central Little Cuhrado River basin seemed to offer protection to 

the Hopi who wished to farm there. In 1877, Mormon settlers en- 
B% ;,/- .r=- .' : 

couraged Hopis to return to the Little Colorado River basin to @$ .* )a<- . . * 

farm in large numbers. Jnder the protection cf the nearby Yormon 

settlement at Sunset, Hopis tried returning to their traditional 

lands along the Little Colorado River area. Sixty-five iiopis went 

with Mormon settlers to cultivate lands along the river near Sun- 

set -- r jz ly  a short distance from their' ancestral villages at 

~omolovi and Chevlon. By year's end, they carried home to their 
6 I 

villages 400 bushels of wheat. ; 



The next year, however, both Mormor. and Hopi farms were 

destroyed by a major flood. In 1878, tt* homesteaders a~andoned 
7 

the land, and without their protection the Hopis also withdrew. 

The Little Colorado River basin remained a potential Eopi 

farming area, and around the turn of the century, when loss of 

voductive acreage inside the 1882 Reservation caused the Hopi to 

look once again to "outlying" farmlands, they began a kind cf re- 

verse migration down the washes tcuard the Little Coiorado basin -- 
cultivating land along Dinnebito, Oraibi, Polacca, and Zeddito 

Washes first. By the early twentieth century, they farmed along 

the lower portions of these washes. However, both the presence of 

Navajos and actions of the government blocked their progress short 
8 

of the river. 





VII. 1882 Reservation 

Withi;. the boundaries of the 1882 Reservation :here are 
-. 
z:ve Hopi farming areas in close proximity tc the border which 

impiy that Hopi land use and occupance patterns crossed this arbi- 

trary boundary. They are: Red Lake, Dinnebito Nash, lower Oraibi 

and Polacca Wash, lower Jeddito Wash, and upper Polacca Wash. On 

numerous occasions, aopis defended their right to use these areas 

when Navajo and government actions threatened to force the aopi 

back within a smaller circle. 

Until the post-1868 period, Hopis successfully defended 

their territory against hostile forces, such as the Spanish, Utes, 

Apaches, and Navajos. After 1868, however, Navajos succeeded in 

encroaching on Hopi territory along the Little Colorado River and 

the lower washes. In the face of crowing hostilities, Bopis with- 

drew from any remote fiood-farming areas they used. In Healinq v. 

Jones, 94-year-old John Lomavaya from First Mesa cold the Court 

about the growing Navajo infiltration of Hopi territory, and why 

gopis ceased farming "outlying" areas. 

The Navajos began to come in from the East and they 
drive us off our farms and take the produce and 
steal our animals and many 05 our people had to go 
back to the mesas.... The reason nobody estab- 
lished away from the Mesas was thac a man goes,down 
to tend his field and sometimes they kill him.- 

However, by the beginning of this century, outlying farm 

land was needed by the Hopi when prolonged runoffs occurred in the 



main washes causing them to erode and dissect. According ro an 

S.C.S. engineering repori: 

In 1898, which was the time of an extremely heavy 
snow over the whoie Navajo Reservation; warm springs 
and some rain brought a prolonged runoff lasting 
for a monch and a half.... By 1908, ten years 
later, a gully had advanced to the Hopi village of 
Oraibi and forced the Hopis to begin looking for 
new fields .... By 1912, a continuous and ever 
deepening channel was confining all ordinary :lows 
and only the largest floods overflowed [the chan- 
nel] between Oraibi and Tolani [Lakes, oil che 
southern 18E? Reservation border!. About this 
tine, most, all fields in the valley of the Oraibi 
were abandoned completely and a migration of the 
Hopi farmers occurred.* 

Oraibi Hopis lost approximately one-third of their best farm 

lands. Facing starvation, Second and Third Mesa Hopis searched 

for new farm land. Some Hopis went to tioenkopi; others tried 

going to Moenave; still others moved down the washes, following 

the alluvial flood plain toward the Little C~iorado River. The 

search for cultivable fields was natural for the Hopi. Over cen- 

turies of accupation of the region, they had faced changing cycli- 
3 

cal climatic and environmental conditions many times. 

However, Hopi attempts to find "new" farm land along the 

lower reaches of the washes .:?ere frustrated by the resistance of 

recently arrived Navajos -- although Hopis continued to seasonally 
graze in these areas through 1934. Areas of inter-tribal conflict 

occurred in the following areas: Dinnebito-Sand Springs, Shonto, 

Tolani Lakes, Red Lake, south of Tovar Mesa, Comar Springs, and 

upper Polacca Wash. The followins summaries describe the process: 
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. . . . 

ito Wash 

Frznk Tewanimptewa: ' 
"At the time when Oraibi was trying to settle its 
people out on its land, a small group settled at a 
spring called Dine [See Portfolio Map #16 -- Dinne- 
Sito Springs] .... But after the Hopi had half 
constructed their houses at Dine Spring, the :Javajos 
attacked them, forcing the Hopis to return to Oraibi 
for protection. A later attempt at settlement here 
and other places had the same result." 

Richard Yoywytew.7.: 

"I have also seen Plaintiff's Exhibit 242  [Port- 
folio Map #151. My father tried to farm in the 
area around Sand Springs [pink area no. 2 on Port- - 
folio Map #15, Section A] but when he started to 
build his house the Navajos came in and tore it 
down and chased him ouc. Like other 3opis, my 
father tried to get down off the Mesa 2nd farm out 
on the reservation, but the Navajos woula~~'+ let 
him .... iie tried to start the farm near Shanto in 
1900 or thereabouts. The main reason why the peo- 
ple in Oraibi can't spread out is because the 
Navajos give them too much trouble. My father's 
name was Socklongnewa. He left Sand Springs about 
1908. " 

Ray Seyumptewa: ti 

"Down the Dinnebito below Hotevilla, the Hopis have 
long had a grazing area based on Monokovi Spring 
[Muencovi Springs, Tortfolio Map $15, Section A, 
and Portfolio Map $161 which lies about four miles 
northeast of Dinnebito Trading Post. Johnson 
[Tuwalestewa?, who is still allve, built a house 
there in 1907 or 1908, but was driven out by the 
Navajo. In 1895, Frank Tewanimptewa, who is still 
alive, ran sheep in that area." 

Johnson Tuwalestewa (a. k .a. K.T. Johnson) :' 
"At old farm site 3 on the exhibit map [pink area 
no. 3 on Portfolio !tap #15, Section A] other Hopi 
Indians and I tried to establish a settlement but 
when I broke my leg and was unable to stay there 
for a short period of time, ay house was torn down 
to the ground. All of the other buildings and 
crops that we had there were ruined. I went Sack . 

Gj . . .. . - ---- 
0" p 



after I had recovered from my broken leg and found 
a group of Navajos ...." 

Oraibi and.Lower Polacca Washes 

Zdward Nequatewqa : 

"Down the Oraibi Wash in 1890, Nakwavantewa of 
Shipaulovi had a farm above the cotton tree near 
Monument Point [near the southwest corner of the 
1882 Reservation, see Portfolio Map #16]. There 
were other farms nearby also...." 

"Down Polacca Wash between Coyote Springs and Xed 
Lake [southernmost area of Polacca Wash and outside 1 i .  the 1882 Reservation] a big party of men planted in 

L 1910. They were promptly run out by the Navajo ...." 
"In 1915, a man named Sakkuvaya of Bakabi and Frank 
Masaquatewa of Shipaulovi had farms near Red Lake. 
All this farm land and..grazing land below Shonto 
(Masipa Spring) has been taken by Navajo...." 1. '. . i -  David Talawif tewa: 

"When I was a boy about 12 years old, my father and 
I and some of my father's friends, tried to farm in 
the area south of the blue farm marked 1 [one] on 
Plaintiff's Exhibit 242 [see Portfolio Map t15, 
Section B]. Our farm was in the vicinity of the 
Executive Order line. We were unable to continue 
farming there because the Navajos drove us off that 
area telling us we should not farm there. Those 
who were with my father at that time were Naquaven- 
tewa [Nequacewa?], Nashiletstewa, Quoithashima, and 
my father's name was Lomangnakioma." 

Johnson ~uwales tewa:1° 

"1 have seen the plaintiff's Exhibit 242 [Portfolio 
Map #15j. I personally saw Sakivaya farm at 1 
[one] cn the map [Portfolio .up tlS, Section A ] .  I 
don't know why he left. He has two sons who may 
know. Burton lives in Bacabi and Waldo lives in 
Winslow. " 

Lower Jeddito Wash 

Albert yeva:ll 
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"Comah Springs [Comar Sgrings] has long been a Bopi 
frontier post. SevezaL actempts have been made to 
establish a settlement there, but the Navajos have 
broken up every attempt. Charlie Avayo, Vinton 
Naha's uncle, buiit a house but the Navajcs Jrove 
him out." 

"Suta who had been grazing his stock near Comah 
Spring was encouraged by Supt. Daniels [1919-19231 
in 1920 or '21 to build a house and plant fields. 
When the crops came up the Navajos drove their 
stock across his fields, so he left and never fin- 
ished the house. " 

Edward Nequatewa: l2 

"3/4 mile northwest of Comah Spring five Hopis from 
Shipaulovi and Misnongnovi have fields. Hale Sika- 
k ~ k u  has a house." 

George Cochise: l3 

"I have seen Plaintiff's Exhibit 242 [Portfolio Map 
t15, Section Bl. I used to farm in area pink 17 
with Albert Naha. When Albert died [1920], the 
farm went co Albert's heirs. Vinton Naha took over 
the farm and I left to go back to Polacca...." 

"When Albert and I were farming in the area pink 
17, we used to have a lot of trouble with the 
Navajos who would come in and kill our cattle and 
horses. They would also damage our corn fields. 
Other Hopi who farmed there were Cheskani and 
Wupataka. This was a long time ago that they were 
there. Ye also have put up dams and developed 
springs in that area, but the Navajos try to claim 
them. " 

Upper Polacca Wash 

Francis 0vah: i4 

"I have seen Plaintiff's Exhibit 242 [Portfolio Map 
a15 (Section C)]. My father began to farm jusz 
south of Cow Springs [not on Portfolio Map t15j in 
the 1800's. My father just had his home built when 
Navajos came in and tore it down. After that tap- 
pened, my father moved to Smoke Signal [north side 
3f Low Mountain] where he siarted to build another 
house and to farm. The Navajos came in and tore 
that down too.... Then he moved to the Upper 



Artesian Well, just south of area pink 16 on the 
map. There my father met aicks Cheeda, Irwin 
Pabanale, and others. They built their house 
there. They couidn't start farming because the 
Navajos came in and tore their house down. The 
ruins of that house are still there." 

Albert Yeva:15 

"In 1916, encouraged by.Leo Crane, the superinten- 
dent [Hopi Superintendent from 1911 to i9181, George 
Lomyestewa built a qood house and ~ianted trees. 
While he was away t6e Navajos, broke his windows, 
and destroyed his farm." 

In addition to facing troubles with Navajos, Hopis also 

suffered from the vicissitudes of government policy regarding Hopi 

farming within their domain. At times, the federal gove%ment 

neglected to protect Hopi territory against Navajo incursions, and 

in fact u2wittingly aided the Navafo's cause. Fcr instance, gov- 

ernment agents prevented Hopis from farming outside the 1882 Re- 
16 

servation in lower Dinnebito Wash, blocked Hopi farming in lower 
17 

Oraibi and Jeddito Wash for a tine, and almost gave away the 
18 

northwest corner of the 1882 Reservation to the Navajos. 

The government also took gositive actions. With the en- 

couragement of superintendents such as Leo Crane, Hopis were able 

=o expand into the lower washes far from the mesas. By the 1920's, 

Hopis had gradually moved back down the washes, but were not given 

sufficient protection. Dr. Harold Colton described the process. 

During the first decades of the 20th century, the 
Hopi Superintendents made it a policy to encourage 
the Hopi to settie on the outlying farms. Xhen the 
aopi fields were ruined or their houses looted, 
individual Navajos were sometimes punished, but not 
enough protection was given to make the Hopis feel 



secure, so most of those attemots to use the outly- 
ing farm lands were failures.19 

By 1928, government officials changed their minds about 

encouraging Hopi expansion, apparently because the policy was 

considered too successful. 

The Bopis have spread out so much and we have 
located so many far afield and at such distances 
from their mesas in new territories, that addi- 
tional friction and misunderstanding has developed, 
and more determined opposition from the Navajos has 
been encountered. This we are unable to control 
under present conditions, where there is an absence 
of definite boundaries. 

The Hopis are spreading out more o=ch year from the 
Mesa villages and the more we encourage this mi 
protect them in this matter, the more they expect 
and the more they complain about the Navajos. In 
other words, our successful policy to get Hopis out 
into the valleys brings more determined opposition 
from the Navajos and more courage to the Hopis. 2 0 

Clearly, by 1934 Xopis had expanded far from the mesas and were 

farming in many areas near the boundary of the 1882 Reservation. 

Hopis frequently traveled between their villages (including 

Moenkopi) and farming destinations along the 1882 Reservation 

border. Xany of these sahe Hopi farmers were also livestock owners, 

whose livestock either permanently or seasonally grazed in the 

1934 area. While hrrning near the i882 boundary, aopi land uses 

(such as grazing livestock, gathering plants or materials, etc.) 

could easily spill over the artificial 1882 Reservation boundary 

line. 



The foilowing sections summarize the history of each farm- 

ing region, and list Bopis farming them in i934 and before. It is 

based on historical data derived from various documents, and also 

includes information from Dr. Allan Ainsworth's interviews with 

Bopis. 

Red Lake 

See Portfolio Maps f13, #15 (Section A )  and #17. 

Eopi frcm Oraibi and Moenkopi traditionally dry-farmed an 

area of land stretching along the western edge of Black Mesa from 

Red Lake to as far north as Cow Springs. Hopis from Moenkopi were 
21 

given official permission to farm at Red Lake in 1930. In the 

mid-1930ts, when the government surveyed these outlying dry-farming 

areas for the first time, chey discovered that ac least eight Hopi 
22 

from Moenkopi were. farming in the Red Lake vicinity. Dr. Az.ns- 

vorth's iaterviews indicate that a greater number of Hopis were 
23 

farming at this location in 1934. aopis frequently traveled 

between Moenkopi and Red Lake to farm. Along the way, they grazed 

livesiock and gathered plants, establishing a frequent Sopi land 

use pattern between these two areas. The following EIopis farmed 
2 4 

at Red Lake in 1934: 



Holmes, Willard*,*** Numkena, Wiiliam-Family**,*** 
~umete~a, Zames-Family**,.*** Nuvayeszewa, George*,**,*** 
Kaye, Edwin*,*** Piestewa, Poli*,**,*** 
Kaye, Forrest**,*** Sakiestewa, Albert-family**,*** 
Kewanheptewa (Kaye), Edwin*,**,*** Sakiestewa, Robert-Family** 
Moore, Brnest-~amily**,*** Sukoyvaya** 
Numkena, Lewis-pamily**,*** Tallas, Herman-Family** 
Numkena, Paul* Tallas, Joseph* 
Numkena, Sam, Sr.-Family*,**,*** Talasintewax* 

Tewa, .Tackson*,**,*** 

Upper Dinnebito Wash 

See Portfolio Maps #lo, 13 and $15 (Section A ) .  

Hopis farmed along upper Dinnebito Wash from before white 
25  

contact until 1934. The upper Dinnebito Wash area was the be- . '.. ., ,., - - ' 
ginning point of a Hopi area of dry-farming that stretched as far $.&$ ,- - . 

~2% , - , 

Pclingyutewa Polingoumpleny Farm 106 
Poliyaumtewa Tanolkyouma 

Honowa, Patrick 

Aloiguam, Silas Joyungova, Silas Farm 4 1  

- .  z - -' . - -  . .  _ " .- -. . 
-l 
G) 
-l 
P 

* Hopis who appear in the documents. 

** aopis who appear in Ainsworth interviews 

* * *  Hopi livestock owners who also grazed cattle outside 1882 
zeservation. See Anthony Godfrey, First, Second, Third Xesa and 
Moenkopi Livestock Grazing Outside the 1882 Reservation (February 
1988)~ chapters on Third Mesa and Moenkopi Village. 



Harvev Xeevema List 

Sacksyesva 
Yuvangyumptewa (Tuvantewa)* 
Talasyestewa 

Coochkwaptewa 

Waitaima, Benjamin* 

Kuwanvema 
Tawaniptewa 

Keevema, Henry 

Albert, Earl* 
Albert, Walter* 

Lomhoiyima, Simon 

Pongyesva, Jack 
Puhukma 

Gordon Page List farm d 

Sakyesva, Harry Farm 105 
Sak yesva 

Polingyeoma, Simon Farm 97 
(Polingyumtewa)* 
Pongayesva, Jack 
Lomanoyeouma 

~ocheoma, Joel 
Tevalyumptewa 

Qotsquamptewa Farm ii? 

Whytewa, Benjamin* ?arm 101 
Seewehog, ~ourna 

Kewanvema 
Dawanemptewa 

Farm 406 

---------- Farm # ?  

Albert, Earl* 
Albert, Walter 

Farm 3;; 

Lower Dinnebito, Oraibi and Polacca Washes I 
?& ;";.-;..- - 

-, &p- , " - See Tortfolio Maps 613 and 815 (Sections A and B). 

The lower Dinnebito Wash lies within aopi traditional ter- 

ritory and was no doubt farmed by Hopis in the past. With the 

arrival of Navajos in the post-1868 period, Bopis farmed nearer to 

Third Mesa. Because of changing environmental conditions at the 

turn of the century, Hopis turned to lower Dinnebito Wash to farm 

3nce again. They petitioned the government to allot =hem farm 
2 7 

land in Township 27, west of the 1882 Reservation. They also ..... ..... . 

wished to build a village to the east at Dinnebito Springs. 

* Hopi livescock owners who also grazed cattle outside 1882 Re- 
servation. See Anthony Godfrey, First, Second, Third Mesa and 
Moenkopi Livestock Grazinq Outside the 1882 Reservation (February 
~ 9 8 8 ) ~  chapter on Third Mesa. 
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xowever, the government ignored these Yopi requests. For a cime, 

they were able to farm in the iower Dinnebito Wash, in areas near 

if not beyond the bouncary line of the 1882 Reservation. 3ut 

Navajo depredations, in conjunction with the unilateral a-ction cf 

LeUpp Superintendent Charles H. Dickson sometime around 1914, 
29 

forced Hopis to stop farming in the lower DinnebL 7 to Wash. 

The lower Oraibi and Polacca Wash area was also within Hopi 

traditional territorial claims. They followed the flood plain 

area of the Oraibi and Polacca Washes as it shifted with changing 

environmental conditions. Navajo encroachment in the post-1868 

period reduced their farming in this area, but Hopis were still 

farming in these areas in 1890. 

Around 1895, the shifting erosion patterns of Oraibi Wash 

forced Second and Third Mesa Hopis to return to this farming ter- 

ritory in numbers. From 1890 to 1915, they farmed in Oraibi and 

Polacca Washes near or below the 1882 Reservation line, as far 
3 0 

south as Red Lake and south of Tovar Mesa. When Hopis farmed in 

this southern area, they were repeatedly attacked by neighboring 

Navajos. The federal government would not or could not protect 
3 1 

the Hopis from these attacks. 

In the early 1920s, with enough encouragement and grotec- 

tion from the federal government, Hopis farmed in greater numbers 

along the flood plain of lowet Oraibi Wash. 3y 1930,--Navajos 

abandoned the Oraibi Wash country for the Leupp country. BY 1934, 

the 9opi occupied and farmed in the lower' Oraibi-Polacca Wash 

country as far south as Tolani Lakes and the southern border of 
3 2 

the 1882 Reservation. 



~ a s a ~ i a  tewa 
Nakwaventenwa la.k.a. -~ - 

Naquaventewa) 
Nashiletstewa Shi~aulovi 
Nequatewa ~otevilla- 
Quoithashima Shipaulovi 
Sakkuvaya (a.k.a. Sakivaya) Eakabi 
Socklongnewa Oraibi 
Talawiftewa. David Mishononovi 
Tuwalestewa, Johnson 

- - - - -. - - - a--- - 
New Oraibi 

Lower Jeddita Wash 

See Portfolio Maps #13, #15 (Section B), 518 and 519. 

Sopis probably started farming lower Zeddito Wash around 
34 

1300, when the area became suitable for extensive farming. They 

continued co use this par: cf their domain anti1 some time after 

1934. During the years 1300-1934, Hopis were required to either 

withdraw from lower Jeddito Wash, or to use its agricultural po- 

tential sparingly for periods of =ime because cf changing environ- 

mental conditions and because of hostilities by non-Indians and 

Indians alike. 

Around 1900, Jopis began to farm there again on a nore 
3 5 

permanent basis. Facing a reduction of farm land in upper Jed- 

dito Wash due to an epicycle of erosion which moved the mocch of 

Jeddito Wash farther and farther southward, Hopis turned to their 

"outland area" in lower Jeddito Wash to farm. At first with the 
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early 19301s, Bopis cultivated farm land in lower Jeddito Fash -- 
a few miles north of the southern boundary of the 1882 Reserva- 

tion. By 1934, several Hopis were living, farming, and grazing 

their livestock at Comar Springs near the southern border of the 

i882 Reservation, despite the protests of government officials. 

Quad. Farm No. Acres Owners Remarks 
2 : , : ,  

"J. . - 

6 0 2 5 23 Se Qui* - This family has been 
here for 18 years. 
(Note: Hugh Sequi, Se 
Qui's son, testified in 
the Healing v.  Jones 
case, that his family 
"has farmed in the 
Jeddito Valley since 
1916. They have grown 
beans, corn, water- 
melon, pumpkin, 
potatoes and fruit 
trees.... When my 
parents moved to the 
Jeddito Valley there 
was only one Navajo 
family there. The 
others came in about 
ten or fifteen years 

5 Charley Naha* 
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. . .  . . . . 
7 .  -. 

Quad- Farm No. Acres Owners Remarks 

15 4 7 3 Tom aa He Flood irrigated. aogi 
Morris Senaili and Navajo owned. This 
Asdzan Tsini old Hogi was here fl rsc 
A1 Kedesbe Second Mesa man awns 
Denegoh wife just about 3 acres. 
Tsh tso Xediny 

(Hopi) 

15 5 0 13 Hosteen Be'sh Flood irrigated. About 
Hopi (unknown) 13 acres is owned. 

(Note: reports and 
schedules did not lisc 
the name of the Hopi.) 

9 ? Tah Nes Zah Ne Flood irrigated. 160 
Say Na Buni Sopi. There are headmen 
Yazzie and about 27 renters. 

Bi Dah Gal Nezzie Some of the renters 
Largest owner helped with the fences. 
(original owner) (Note: names on this 

farm plot may be Navajo 
names for Hopis.) 

15 3 and 4 ? Hale Sekakuku* 
Jerry Poleuyocma* 
Manco Mclean* 
Grant* 
Harly Quotewa* 
Forrest 
Nuvahoyeoma* 

Laban Quomunewa 
Theodore Patela 
Nilton Pakurza 
Don Atukuku 
Milton Archie 
Quomala* 

Sipaulovi 
Sipaulovi 
Musangnovi 
Musangnovi 
Musangnovi 
Musangnovi 

Musangnovi 
Musangnovi 
Kusangnovi 
Chomopovi 
Chomopovi 

(Note: Edward Nequatewa 
of Hotevilla told Dr. 
Harold Colton :hat 3/4 
of a mile northwes: zf 
Comar Springs, five 
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Quad. Farm No. Acres - 

15 4 5 80 

Owners 

Plinney A&=' 
Don Attoe Ku KuO 
Wesley Ponsoma 
Men go 
Rudolph Tu La 
Usea 

Granti Te Na 
Wesva 

Csnrad Kel Ho Uma 
Roscoe Pole Wi 
Tewa 

Lesley Nomte 
Chester Dennis 

Hale's place 
Ma Soc Wa Tewa 

Remarks 

Hopis from Shipanlovi 
and Mishongnovi nave 
fieles and that Hale 
Sikakuku has a house 
there. ) 

See kis3d study sheet 

O original owners here 
6-8 years ago 

90th from 2nd Hesa. 
Flood irrigated. 2 
tracts on the northside 
of the Jeddito. 

Upper Polacca Wash 

See Portfolio Maps $13 and $15 (Section C). 

Upper Polacca Wash all the way to Cow Spring2 was a tradi- 

tional First Mesa Hopi farming area. By the late 1800's. Navajo 

encroachment required Hopis temporarily to stop farming in the Cow 
3 9 

Springs area and other nearby areas for their personal safety. 

In the 19101s, several First Mesa L 2 i s  returned to use it for 

farming and grazing, and to receive allotments in Poiacca Wash as 
4 0 

far northeast as the northwesi quadrant of T29N-20E. In the 

early 1920's they stopped farming at the north end of Polacca Wash 
41 

because of continued Navajo interference. In 1931, Tom Pavatea, 





i882 Reservation Notes 

Zealinq v. Jones, P 1  :iff's Zx. No. 329. 

Yopi Exhibit 4 5 ~ ,  Allen Starn, Land Manaqement U c i ~  5 and 
Tolani Lakes, ~ p ;  13-B, and 13C. For an accurate description 
of the alluvial &lood piain of Oraibi Wash emptying into the 
Tolani Lakes and how it was farmed by indians, see Report on 
Outstanding Soil and Water Conservztion Achievements in the 
Navajo District, December 1, 1936, pp. 10-11. 

Maitland Bradfield, The Changing Pattern of Hopi Agriculture 
(London: Royai Anthropoiogicai Institute, 1971), pp. 22-32 
and 37: John T. Back, The Changing Enviroment of the Hopi 
Indians of Arizona (Cambridge, .Yassachusetts: Peabody MUSem. 
19421, pp. 74-78; Zopi Exhibit 314, Gordon 3. Page, "Xopi 
Land Management Unit: Scsi-Navajo Boundary Report -- Report 
of the Human Cependency Survey," (December, 1939), p. 65; 2nd 
Hopi Exhibit 456, Allen Stamrn, Land Management Unit 5 and 
Tolani Lakes, pp. 13-B, and 13-C. See also chapters on Moen- 
kopi Wash and Moenave. 

Hopi Exhibit 205, Gordon MacGregor to John Collier, August 6, 
1938, p. 5. The areas of attempted settlement that Tewanimp- 
tewa referred =o in his account were probably those areas 
marked on Portfolio Map tlS (Section A) as pl ink areas num- 
bered 2, 3 .  or A :  These areas were only a short *istar?ce 
from the 1882 border, and show that a definite Hobi presence 
was there in 1900. Many, if nct all of these Navaj~s, were 
recent arrivals to the area. In 1898, they were driven by 
white cattlemen from the Coconino Basin scuchwest of the 
Little Colorado River across the river to the Dinnebito Wash. 
S.M. Srosius to Secretary of the Interior, October i7, 1898 
with enclosures Exhibits A-S. 

Healing v. Jones, Plaintiff's Ex. No. 364. 

i-Iopi Zxhibit 459, Bar~ld S. Colton, "Report on Hopi 9oundaryrW 
September 1939, pp. 7-8. 

Zealinq v. Zones, Testimony of K.T. Johnson. 

Hopi Exhibit 459, Yarold S. Colton, "Report on Hopi Boundary," 
September i939, pp. 8 and 10. 

Healinc v. Jones, Plaintiff's Ex. No. 356. - 
Healing v. Jones, Testimony of K.T. Johnson. 



Sopi Exhibit 459, Harold S. Colton, *Report on Hopi Boundary." 
September 1939, 2 .  iO. . 
Ibid. 

Xeaiing v. Jones, Testimony of George Cochise. 

Seaiinq v. Jones, aopi Testimony Plaintiff's Ex. 337. 

Hopi Exhibit 459, Sarold S. Colton, "Report on Hopi aounda;g," 
September 1939, p. 9. 

In the early twentieth century, Third Mesa Xopis pet'tioned 
for acditionai land. In 1910, the "Corn Clan" at Third Wesa 
(seven families and forty-six persons) headed by Sewanimp- 
tewa, complained to government officials that they needed 
land outside of the 1882 Reservation, and wanted farm land 
allotted to them in the Western Navajo Reservation somewher? 
in Township 27. Frank Jenkins (a.k.a. Kewanoitewa) of the 
Corn Clan stated to government officials: 

For many, many years, our clan and our ances- 
tors have farmed this land [near Oraibi vil- 
lage]. We gave it up voluntarily because of a 
shortage of water. The land is good but water 
is not developed. We gave up this land, 
thinking we would be allowed to take up lands 
a little south of west, probably 15 miles Ero..~ 
Oraibi [southwest of Dinnebito Springs]. The 
Navajo have frequently herded sheep in this 
locality, but none of them continuously. The 
Allotting Agent now tells me that the land we 
have there chosen is not within the Moqui 
Reservazion. This leaves all cf our clan 
out. We nave no land assigned to us, and we 
do not know what to do about it. 

[In regard to allowing aopis to continue to 
use land in Township 27, and in regard to 
allotting this land to the aopis, Jenkins 
stated: 1 

All the land since offered is undesirable and 
not what we want.... Mr. Murphy charges me 
with always wanting land outside the Xeserva- 
tion. This is not true. The Reservacion 
lines are not marked and we cannot tell .... 
Xe have net been offered any land on the Re- 
servation where =here is prospect of water.... 
Tae only reason I can See for us not getting 
ttis good land is that the allotting agent 



"ants i= for the Navajos .... Our aim is now ... to get as good land as possible further 
out, where there is water or where it may be 
obtained. i4e want to make our homes a= the 
big straight cotton wood tree in Township 27, 
which is about 2 niles f:om where johnson and 
Seyoma ( 1 )  want a school for their village ... 

Prior to chis complaint by the Corn Clan, Johnson Tuwalestewz 
and other Hopi petirioned the government to allow chem to 
~uild a village in the Dinnebito Springs area. They wished 
to farn and live in that area. Johnson's group farmed in the 
Dinnebito Springs area after the Corn Clan's attempted return 
to the region. Sorton 3. Miller to unknown person, Decem- 
ber 8, 1910, abszracted by S. Nagata, Keams Canyon Letter- 
books, Roll No. 19, Item 456. See also National Archives, 
Record Group 75, Central Map File, Map CA22, Allotment Map of 
1882 Reservation by Mathew M. Murphy (circa 1908-1910); and 
Hopi Exhibit 205, Gordon MacGregor to John Collier, August 6, 
1938, p. 5 .  

17. Healing v. Jones, Testimony of K.T. Johnson. 

18. For instance, from around 1902 to 1916, government seriously 
considered placing the northern half of the 1882 Reservation 
under the supervision of an agency to be piaced at Marsh 
Pass, and wanted to restrict trading posts in the Red Lake 
area, so they could trade only with Navajo Indians. In 1927, 
the issue was seriously considered again. At that time, 2 . 2 .  
Hagerman, Special Commissioner to the Navajos, alngst arbi- 
trarily gave the northwest section of the 1882 Reservation to 
the Navajo. Be and other government officials decided to 
change the agency boundary between the Tuba City Agency and 
:he Hopi Agency at Keams Canyon. The proposed Bagerman 
jurisdictional boundary placed the Red Lake area and the 
entire northwest corner of the 1882 Hopi Reservation under 
the jurisdiction of Xestern Navajo Superintendent C.L. Walker. 

The Hopi on the 1882 Zxecutive Order Reservation immediately 
and vigorously protested this administrative action. They 
pointed out to government officials that Yopis needed "every 
foot of [their] reservation for farming and stock raising 
purposes." Finally after much protest, the gopi won assur- 
ance from federal officials, that they would not lose any 
land rights in the area which they were currently enjoying. 
There were serious consequences to the transfer of the Red 
Lake area to the Tuba City jurisdiction. It meant that the 
Navajo living in the vicinity shifted their iiving patterns 
more and more toward Tuba City. One consequence was that - - -~ 

they put pressure uDon Hopi farming and grazing territory 
there. Healina v .  ianes, Plaintiff's Exhibit 242, Map of 
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Record Group 75, Central Map File, Map . 
A1'ocment Ma? of 1882 Reservation by Marhew M, lurphy 

(circa 1908-1910). 

26. 20pi Exhibit 459, Harold 5. Colton, "Report on Hopi Boondary,* 
September 1939, p. 8; and Xopi Exhibit 314, Gordon 3. Page. 
"Hopi Land Management Unit: Hopi-Navajo aoundary Report -- 
Peport of the Yuman Dependency Survey," (Decenber, 1939), p. 
17. 

27. Horton Y. Miller to unknown person, December 8. 1910. ab- 
stracted by S. Nagata, Keams Canyon Letterbooks, Roll NO. 19, 
Item 4 5 6 .  See also National Archives, Record Group 75, Cen- 
tral Map file, Map CA22, Allotment ~ a p  of 1882 Reservation by 
Mathew M. Murphy (circa 1908-1910). 

28. Hopi Exhibit 205, Gordon MacGregor to John Collier, August 6, 
1938, p. 5. 

29. Healing v. Jones, Testimony of K.T. Johnson. 

30. Sopi Lxhibit 459, Harold S. Colton, Report on Hopi Boundary,'' 
September 1939, pp. 8 and 10-11; and Healing v. Jones, Plain- 
tiff's Ex. No. 356. 

31. Ibid. 

32. Hopi Exhibit 98, C.E. faris to CIA, May 12, 1928, pp. 7-8; 
Hopi Zxhibit 102, H.H. Fiske to CIA, July 25, 1930, pp. 2-3; 
and Hopi Zxhibit 314, Gordon 9. Page, "Hopi Land Management 
Unit: Hcpi-Navajo Boundary~Report -- Report of :he Human 
Dependency Survey," (~ecember, 1939), p. 65. 

33. Healing v. Jones, Plaintiff's Ex. No. 364;  Hopi Exhibit 459, 
Yaroid S. Colton, "Report on Hopi aoundary," September 1939, 
pp. 7-8 and 10; 2nd Healing v. Zones, Plaintiff's Ex. No. 
356. see also portfolio MaF t1.3. 

3 4 .  John T. Hack, The Changing Environment of the Hopi Indians of 
Arizona (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Peabody Museum, i942), 
p. 7 7 .  

35. Ibid., pp. 74-75. In 1908-1910, Mathew M. Murphy allotted 
six farm assignments to Hopis living in lower Jeddito Wash. 
National Archives, Record Group 75, Central Map File, Map 
CA22, Allotment Map of 1882 Reservation by Mathew M. Murphy 
(circa 1908-1910). 

36. Hopi Exhibit 459, Harold S. Colton, "Report on Hopi Boundary," 
September 1939, pp. 10-11. 
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37. Shortly before 1930, several Hopis moved to Comar Springs 
vhich caused considerable rrouble between rhe two Incian 
tribes. The disputes that arose between the Hopi and Navajo 
caused the federal government to send 8.3. Fiske, an Znaian 
Service inspector, to probe into this conflict and other 
disputes between the tribes. After an unthorough investiga- 
tion of the matter, B.H. Fiske decided against  he Bopi move 
to COmar Springs. Mistakenly, Piske thought that =he spriags 
at Comar had alcays been in the Navajo nanes. Lacking any 
historical background, Fiske based his opinion on 3 1894 
government document presented by a Navajo, which supposedly 
gave the individual Navajo the right to Comar Springs. This 
document has not been located but probably indicated the 
approximate arrival date of the Navajos to the area. 

The Hopis did not move. Instead, they mainrained their resi- 
dence at Comar Springs, and apparently more Hopis moved into 
the area and began to dry-farm in the lower Jeddito Wash 
vicinity. In 1933, three years after Fiske's report, another 
Hopi made a formal application for land at Comar Springs. 
Sowever, Hopi superintendent E.K. Miller denied the applica- 
tion, and instead, tried to restrict any further Hopi move- 
ment into the Comar Springs area. Nevertheless, Hopis re- 
mained and continued to farm less than a mile or so from the 
1882 Reservation line. Xopi Exhibit 102, H.H. Fiske to CIA, 
July 25, 1930, pp. 2-3: and Hopi Supt. E.R. Hiller io CIA 
Charles 3.  Rhoads, Nay 8, 1933 and nap. 

38. Eealing v. Jones, Plaintiff's Ex. No. 35:; 3opi Exhibit 459, 
Haroid S. Colton, "Report on Hopi Boundary," September 1939, 
p. 10: Soil Conservation Service Agrozomy Branch Report, 
L.M.U. 97, July, 1937, p. 15; and Hopi Exhibit 314, Gordon 3. 
Page, "Hopi Land Management Unit: Hopi-Navajo Boundary 
i3eport -- Report of the Human Dependency Survey," (December, 
1939), pp. 17, and 29. 

39. Healing v. Jones, Plaintiff's Ex. 337. 

40. National Archives, Record Group 75, Central Map File, Map 
CA22, Allotment Hap of 1882 Reservation by Mathew M. Murphy 
(circa i908-1910). 

41. Hopi Exhibit 359, Harold S. Colton, "Reporc on Bopi 3oundary," 
September 1339, p. 9. 

42. aealinq v. ;ones, Plaintiff's EX. Nos. 339, 340, and 342: and 
Hopi Exhibit 459, Sarold S. Colton, "Re~ort on Hopi Boundary," 
September 1939, p. 9. See also Hopi Exhibit 399, C.E. Rach- 
ford, "Hopi Testimony on Proposed Boundary Change," %istory 
of soencopi and the Hopi ;.and Claims, December 12, 1939, 
Untitled Map of First Mesa Cattle Ranchers. 
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P COMKISSIONZRS OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 1865-1950 

TERM COMMENCED NAME - 
July 10, 1865 Dennis N. Coolev 

Edward P. smith 
John Q. Smith 

May 4, 1881 Eiram Price 
zh 21, 1885 John D.C. Atkins 
>her 10, 1888 john H. Oberly 

I 
June 10, 1889 Thomas J. Moraan I 

~ p r i l  21, 1933 John Collier 

i March 15, 1945 William A. Brophy 
During 1948-1949 William Zimmernan,  kci in^ CIA 
Aprii 13, 1949 John R. Nichols 
May 8, 1950 Dillion S. Myer 
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AGENTSiSUPERINTENDENTS OF KERMS 
CANYON AGENCY, 1869-1950 

TERM - NAME - 
Captain A.D. Palmer 
W.D. Crothers 
William S. Defrees 
W. B. Truax 
W.H. Danielson 
William B. Mateer 
Jchn 8. Sullivan 
Jesse H. Flemming 
No agent for Hopi 
John B. Bowman (Hopi/Navajo Agent) 
S.S. Peterson 
C.E. Vandever 
David L. Shipley (Sub. Agency) 
Lt. E.A. Plummer (Acting Agent) 
Capt. Constant Williams (Acting 
Agent) 

G.W. Hayzlett 
Charles E. Burton (Acting Agent) 
Theodore G. Lemon 
Xorton H. Miller 
Abraham L. Lawshe 
Leo Crane 
Robert E.L. Daniel 
Edgar K. Miller 
Ernest 8. aammond (Acting Agent) 
William H. Zeh (Acting Administrator) 
Alexander G. Hutton 
Seth Burton Wilson A. Ladd 

James D. Crawford 



AGENTS/SUPERINTENDENTS OF TUBA 
CITY AGENCY, L901-1935 

(Established as a separate agency in 1901) 

TERM COMMENCED NAME - 
August 27, 1901 
December 1, 1904 
November 23, 1907 Stephan Janus 
May 17, 1910 Clarence 3. Jeffries 
September 9, 1912 Claude C. Early (Agent in Charge) 
October 17, 1912 William T. Sullivan 
;uly 7, 1914 Walter Runke 
May 1, 1920 Robert E. Burris 
February 1, 1921 Charles E. Coe (Supervisor in 

. Charge) 
February 23, 1921 Charles L. Ellis (Agent in Charge) 
April 9, 1921 Byron A. Sharp 
April 19, 1923 Adelbert W. Leech (Supervisor in 

Charge) 
June 1, 1923 Harvey K. Meyer 
April 1, 1926 Chescer L. Walker 
February 16, 1933 John E. Balmer 
October 1, 1934 Francis J. Scott 

Absorbed'into Navajo Agency July 1, 1935 
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AGENTS/SUPEE~INTENDENTS OF L E ~ ~ ~  
AGENCY, 1908-1935 

(Established as a separate agency in 1908) 

TERM COMMENCED NAME - 
August 14, 1908 Joseph E. Maxwell 
March 1, 1911 Charles H. Dickson 
October 12.. 1914 Thomas K. Adreon 

. April 1, 1915 Stephen Janus 
April 1, 1924 Harmon P. Marble 
May 1, 1926 William G. Roberts 
July 1, 1927 John G. Hunter 
January 1, 1929 John E. Balmer 
February 16, 1933 Ernest 3. Hammond (Agent in Charge) 
November 11, 1933 Theodore B. Hall 
September 1, 1934 Francis J. Scott 
October 1, 1934 Gordon J. Baber (Senior Clerk) 

William H. Zeh (Acting 
Administrator) 

Absorbed into Navajo Agency July 1, 1935 
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?ORTFOLIO MAp LIST 

1. Edgar Stone Map (1888). 
Exhibit t294. 

2 .  1892 Allotments by Agent Mayhugh. 
File 27-3-2. 

3. 1899 Allotments by Agent McLaughlin. 
File 27-3-4. 

4 .  Sketch of Tuba City and Vicinity (1908). 
File 27-2-5. 

5. Allotments in Moencopi Wash, Surveyor General's Office (1909). 
Map t78. 

6. Blue Line Map of Moencopi Wash Showing Allotments (1911). 
Map 88:. 

7. Blue Print of Moencopi Wash, U.S. Indian Irrigation Service, 
Surveyed by J.L. Mutz (1932). 
Map 885. 

8. Tuba City Agricultural Holdings (1937). 
File 27-2-1. 

9. Soil Conservation Service Map, Land Management Unit (L.M.U.) 
83, West Half (1937). 
Map #52 (partial xerox). 

10. Soil Conservation Service Map, Land Management iJnit (L.M.U.) 
$3, East Half (1937). 
Xap d52 (partial xerox). 

11. Composite Map of Tuba City/Moencopi Area, Based on Map Drawn 
By P. Contzen (1905). Shuichi Nagata, Hodern Transformations 
of Moenkopi Pueblo, p.35. 

12. Yopi Allotment Situation (1921). 
Exhibit t66. 

1 4 .  Moenave Demonstration Area (1935) 
File 26-8-3. 
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United States Indian Department Cash~ook for 
1878, Keams Canyon (compiled by Deborah Hull 
from the Hubbell Trading Post Records at the 
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