MEI'ORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN

THE BURELU OF ITFDILYN AFFAIRS
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF TEE INTERIOR

AND

ff;/ ' THE SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE
o U. S. DEPLRTEENT OF AGRICULTURE

Relative to

Cooperative Erosion-Control and Land-Management /ctivities on
Lands Administered by the Bureau of Indian /[ffairs, for the
Hevajo and Hopi Indians within the Navejo District, Re-
gion Eight, of the Soil Conservation Service.

FOREWORD :

The Havajo area is in an advanced stage of erosion, resulting lorgely

from overgrazing. The Bureau of Indian Affairs as the responsible admini-

strative agency and the Soil Conservation Service as the agency conducting
e extensive erosion control operations in this area, are both concerned with

the restoration of these lands and their meintenance in a productive condi-

tion. The sustained welfare of the Indians on the lands available for their i

use, and the partial protection of the storasge capacity of Lake lead, to

which this area is a heavy silt contributor, are the major considerations,

The task cannot be accomplished by either agency working alone or by

both agencies working separately. It presents an outstanding need for com-

bined attack on a complex land problem affecting the largest remaining block
of Pederal land, occupied by the most -»opulous Indian tribe in the country.
Paralleling this need is a unique opportumity to demonstrate the practicability

of integrated action by two Bureaus in separate Departments, and a long-range
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Furnishing ronge riders or other personnel or scrvices
as available to supplerient thiocc provided by the Bureau
of Indian iffeairs.

Conduct ran-e-managenent deronstraticns on specified areas

within the Favajo reservations.

Carry on such authorized erosion-control and soil and weter

conservation operations c¢s set forth in approved work plans,

Such operctions will include:

&, Erosion control opsrosions on farm lends such as terracing
and leveling vhere necesséry, protection of such farm
lands frem head erosion and gully cutting, protection of
irrizntion distribution systems end planting of suitable
plants for wind and waier crosion control,

Ercsion control on wotersheds where eccnomically justi-

fiable; includin;: the necessary erosion cortrol work be-

low stock tanic spillwoys; construction of desilting de-

vices; construction of fences where necesscry for proper
range manegerent or protection of watershed areas; gully
and head cutting control; weter spreading on ran~e lands
where incroaseé production of ve;otﬁtion cnd decreased
erosion will result; tnd contour furrowing where the nor-
mal vepetotive cover is not effective in the control of
rapid runoff,

Develorment of water where essential to prorer range

mancrement, including drilling or digging wells, de-

velo-ment of sprinss, cnd construction of stock vani:s,
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Furnish technical advice and assistance, in accordance with
existing cooperative apreements with the several bureaus
concgrned, in the formulation of a wildlifc menarement pro-
gram, and in the control of insects, rodents, and predators,
where such work is essential to proper land use.

/ssist in the deveclopment of s forest and woodland managemenf
program which will provide adequate watershed protection, and
at the same time result in a nore officient utilization of
timber resources.

Burcau of Indian Affairs agreos to:

Malle the funds of all Indien Scrvice land-menagoment branchoes
or divisiéns, ineluding Irrigation, Extonsion, Education, For-
estry, Roads, and CCC avoilable to the greatest possible de=
groc for the execution of the approved land-management and
grosion control program.

Obtain proper stocking and range management at the carliost
possible date.

Conduct land-management, land~use administration, and erosion
control work in conformity with the plans referred to in Sec=
tion A-l of this memorandum,

Liccept full administrotive responsibility for lond-managoment
odninistration and essume os rapidly as funds are made aveil-
able the completo financiul‘burdon for such administration.
Furnish, whenever available, offico space and housing facili=~

ties, utilities and servicos appertaining thereto, fo. porsonncl
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progrem serving, with equal force, the Srond recuirements of watershed con-
trol and the special re:uirements of a people strivin~ for permanent subsis-

tence.

The situaticn demands administrative arrangements which will remove

umnecessery bars to efficisrt performance sri ne.mit, within proper legal
and repulatory limits, the creation and functioning of a joint field staff
in ean effective prograom.
OBJEéTIVE:

The develorment of & system of land-manazement and land-use admini-
stration, of which erosion control operations are an integral part, designed
to (1) restore and conserve soi., water, and octher natural resources; (2)

provide for the best permanent use of farm, forest, end rance lands; and (3)

reduce the silt load of the Little Colorado and San Juan Rivers.
In order to reach this objective, the Dureau of Indian iffairs and
the Soil Conservation Service agree to carry out a prorram of action as fol-

lows:

L. The Soil Conservation Service agrees te:

l. Conduct necessary surveys and meke land~-management and opera-
tions plans for each lend-management unit within the aresa
covered by this memorandum, which plans when approved by the
General Superintendent and the Regional Conservator shall be
the basis for the action program.

Vhere livestcck reductions are necessary to soil and water
conservation, to aid in such reductions by:
a. Furnishing the carrying capacity and other data upon

which such reductions should be based,
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b. Furnishine ranpe ridera or other nperscmiel or scrvices
. fay [ EX ¥
as available to supplerent tioze provided by the Bureau

of Indian iffeoirs,

Conduct ranre-management deronstrations on specified areas
within the Favanjo reservations.

Carry on such authorized erosion-control and soil and woter
conservation operetions cs set forth in approved work plans.

Such operotions will include:

&, Erosion control opsrations on farm lands such as terracing

and leveling vhere necesséry, protection of such farm
lands frem head erosion snd gully cutting, protection of
irrigation distribution systoms end plantine of suitable
plonts for wind and water crosion control.

Ercsion control on wctersheds where eccnomically justi-
fiable; includin;; the necessary erosion control work be~
low stock tank spillways; construction of desilting de-
vices; construction of fences where necesscry for ﬁroper

range managerent or protection of watershed areas; gully

and hcad cutting control; woter spreading on ron-e lands

where incrcaseé production of ve;etdtion cnd decreaséd
ercsion will result; cnd contour furrowing where the nor=-
mel vegetative cover is not effective in the control of
rapid runoff,

Develorment of water where essential to prorer range
mancgenent, including drilling or digging wells, de-

velorment of sprinzs, ond construction of stock %
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Furnish technical cdvice and assistance, in accoxdance with
existing cooperative agreements with the several bureaus

concgrned, in the formulatieca of o wildlife meaarement pro~
gram, and in the control of insects, rodczts, and predators,

where such work is essentiel to proper lond uss.

Lssist in the devclopment of e fores®t snd woodland management

oregram which will provide sdequate watershed protection, ard
at the sare tire result in a more efficient utilization of
tinber resources.

Bureau of Indian Affairs agrees to:

¥al-e the funds of all Indian Scrvice land-management branches

™
4

or divisiﬁns, including Irrigation, Extension, Education, For-
estry, Roads, and CCC avniZable to the greatest possible de-
gree for the execution of the anproved land-nanasgerent and
erosion control program.

Obtain proper stocking and range management at the ocarliost
possible date.

Conduct land-management, land-use administration, and erosion
control work in conformity with t“e¢ plans referred to in Sea-
tion A-1 of this memorandum,

secent full administretive responsibility for land-managoment
adninistration and assume os rapidly as funds are nado avail-

able the completec financial burden for such administration.

Furnish, whenever available, offico space and housing facili-

ties, utilities and servicos appertaining thereto, for porsonnol
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nooded in carrying out this program., Reinmbursement for such
utilities oand services will bc covered by specific contracts !
or agreemcnts. '

6. To providc the Soil Conscrvation Service with land for nur-

. " sery purﬁoéos in the viginity" of Shiprock, or olscwhere as
nteded, Such sites necded by the Soil Conservation Service o
“to facilitate tho program will be provided by supplcementery : 5

~

'Ar:.gr:eemont . ' 5

Ce "The Burcau of Indian Affu'irs and ‘the Soil Consorv .:ion Service
mutually agrce to: -

1, Coordinate their efforts in cffoctuating the terms of this

! . ' . - memorandun throu.gh n‘unifiod land~-management organization to

J . “be known as "The Nm?ajo Sorvice', It is wdorstood that all

“‘propcrty of thc"Soil Conscr‘va‘tion Scrvice must be identified
and marked in accordance with Department of Agriculturo regu-
lations.

2. Organize all lend-managerent activities on the basis of o

.locally develbpcd, writton program and work plans which shall

conform to the terms of this ugreen}ent, and os’cablish‘ px"opcr
procedure for its execution.

3e DRestrict work of. an orosion control.nature--such as gully con-
trol and water s'.prea'ding structures, storage and detention
dams, contour furrowing and artificial revogotation measurcs
-~to those o.roe;s on which proner stocking has been ac‘hioved

or is assured o.arly enough to guarantee the contiﬁued life

CV-6417-201 NNO0B653



and effectivencss of sueh work. This rostriction will not

apply to wells, or to fcnees to excludo livestock or limit
grazing to the carrying capacity of the arca fencod. It
will got epply to irripgation diversion structurcs, stock
tanks, or the development end subjugatiou of agricultural
lands cxcept where the basic plans show that proper stock-
ing is an cssential safeguard.

L. Sccure from the Indians tho oquitable contribution in labor,
materials, and cquipment used in construction operations
wﬁich will be beneficial to them, |

5« Koen full and complete current records of all work or con=-
tributions, said rccords to be at all times subjoct to in-

spection by duly authorized rcprescntatives of cach coopera-

ting agency.

6. To preperc, by Juno 1, or as soon thereafter as practicable,

e detniled statoment for the ensuing fiscal yoar, setting

forth the proposed contributions in tochnical scrvices and

materials by both the coopereting agencics,

D. It is further mutually agreed:
l. That land-manngement and administration of the Navajo and
Hopi Indian Reservations, including the maintenanco of stock

woter develomments and other devices neceded in carrying out

the program of crosion control and soil and weter conserva-
tion, are the responsibility of the Burcau of Indien Affairs;

however, becousc of the roccssity for complete corrclation
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betwee.. crosion control and water conservation operaotions
with land-managoment end administrotion, the Soil Conserva-

tion Service will supplemont these lend-management and moin-

tenance activities with applicable {unds and personnel until
the Burcau of Indian Affairs hes obtained the funds and por-
sonnel that will onable it to dispensc with this assistance
without damege to the continuation of the conservation pro-
gram.

2. That fho action program herecin provided for shall be con-
ductecd under specific agreements sctting forth the contribu-

tions to be mado by cach agency.

A Y]
.

That the obligations of the Soil Conservation Service of the

United States Department of Agriculture end those of tha Eureau
of Indian iffeirs, Department of the Interior, are contingent

respectively upon approprictions boing made by Congress fronm

which the expenditures mey legally be made.

L;f That all Federal funds expended in connection with this memo-
randum shall be disbursed in accordance with the fiscal regu-
lations of the United Status Department of igriculture, and
the United States Depertment of the Interior respectively,

This Memorandum of Understanding shall become effective when approved

by. the Secretaries of the Interior and Agriculture, and shall continue in
effect for five years; thereafter it may be rcnewed from year to year by write

ten consent of the cooperating parties, given at least one month before this

Memorandum of Understanding would otherwise expire. It is further provided




that either party may terminate bthis agrecment at any time by giving not less

then two months' notice to the other party, Iimeondments to this agreement may

be made by mutual comsent of both parties.

§_i_§nod: John Collier January 3, 1938
Commissioner of Indian Affairs (Date)

Signed: H. HooBennett December 17, 1937
Chief, Soil Conservation Service (Date)

Approved:

Signed: Harold F. Ickes - January 1, 19638
Sccretary of the Interior (Date)
Approved:

Signed: H. A. Wallace February 18, 1938
Secretery of Agriculture - (Date)
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