
MOENKOPI PROBLEM FIELD WORK - Continued 

Statements of Navajo heira  t o  a l lo tments  occupied by Hopi 
equatters s 

11 October 1967. A t  t h e  Goldtooth residence &Kerlev V a l u ,  
I 

Margaret Goldtooth; The allotment where the peach trees 
are and cross  the wash i u  t h e  one that  belonged to my fa ther .  

Rita Heavyr The Hopisr are on  the al lotment  now, I 
don't know t h e i r  name,  

Lester Sesch i l sa  S don't know their n a m e  either. 

Rita Heavyr We have no agreement with them to uae t h e  
land, They just took over themselvee, We have never spoken 
to them about it. 

Margaret Goldtonths We want It; back, 

Rita Heavy8 Those  of us who are h e r e  now are i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  ge t t ing  it back, We could go over to Window Rock because 
wo really want the land back. Right n w  hunting season ie 
near and that w i l l  interfere, 50 after that 'o  over w i l l .  be 
the bt36t time. Sometime next month, 

Margaret Goldtooth, St would be best for an attorney to 
visit us. If a certain date i s  met, we w i l l  be prepared, 

Rita Heavys We would l ike  the  attorney to come o n  the 
15th' of Novonber, 

Frank Goldtootha T h i s  land problem has been going on . 
right along s i n c e  their father was l i v i n g .  When they were 
still young children their fatho2 took care of them. He 
held a permit for that land. Somehow he put this permit i n .  .....- - 
a safe place and forgot  where he put it  or aomebody else go<s' 
it out of the place he 'kept it. T h e i r  father told them t o  
go ahead and f ix  the  place up for farming, but they were more 
. in teres ted  i n  raising 1Avestock and t h a t ' s  how the farm was 
forgotten.  The bushes grew up, but the lrmigation d i t c h  was 
st i l l  there ,  These Hopis never go,t the  consent of any 
i n t e r s s t e d  party and these three s i t t i n g  here don't know how 
tg go about lit ang they can hardly talk, eepechl ly  t h i s  man 
&ester Seschill%/. When anything ie discussed, he just  
goes t~ sleep, .... 



You a re  going t o  a m e t i n g  where t h i s  will be discussed 
and I hope you bring this up. f myself have l and  too. If 
anybody s t a r t e d  farming there, 1 would go up and t e l l  them t o  
got off because t h i s  land belongs to  me, 

I w i l l  a l s o  add that there used t o  be a n  attorney flrom 
Window Rock who came t o  t h e  Civic Center. Once we went to 
see him about this and he t o l d  m e  t h a t  if I pu t  up $10.00 
t h a t  it will help out  i n  thl,e land matter. I gave him 
$10.00, but the  situation irs s t i l l  t he  same. T h i s  a t to rney  
is  a Navajo and represents  the a t t o r n e y  department. 1 heard 
t h a t  h e  l e f t  Ghat job. DOTE& The money paid i a  probably 
t h e  .probate fee f o r  his wife,.' 

According t o  what t h i s  person t o l d  me,  all. we had to do 
was put up that $10.00 and it  would be done by the l e g a l  
department and I have jus t  been wai t ing .  f o r  everything t o  be 
s t ra ightened out. Thi s  was l a s t  Parch. 

Teddy Goldtootha Bennie Molton i s  not a legit imate heir .  
H e  i c r  not a son of Ats id i  Yazhi. We have Richard George, DNA 
representative a t  Tuba City, working on t h i s  for us. 

3Aoie Johnson moved off the allotment a t  t h e  time of t h e  
Flu.  We plan t o  go farm t h e r e  t h i s  spring,  but  would l i k e  
somebody t o  s t r a i g h t e n  it up for  us ins tead of ge t t ing  into 
an argument with the Hopis ourselves. 

A t  Mark Twai-n's xesidence in Kerlev Vallev. 

I Ihrk Twain: We discussed  t h i s  once with the Goldtooth 
family. According t o  what I understand, Walter Lewis was to 
use t h a t  land again only once more because he  was begging t o  
use t h a t  land again for farming that summer. That  is w h a t  I 
thought  happened and I haven't heard any more after that. 

Mrs. Twain: I d o n ' t  know what it was all about becauee 
. Z  am deaf. 

Brugge: How long ago was it t h a t  Walter tewia aoked to 
use the land one more year? 

Mark Twains I b e l i e v e  it was just this l a s t  spring, X 
d o n ' t  know too much about it, The GolCtooth boy6 are those 



working on  t h j s  more than  anyone e l s e  because they are young 
and able t o  work, but we a r e  t o o  old t o  do hard work. If 
there i s  more informat ion  o n l y  t h e  Goldtooth fami ly  can give  
i t *  

Brugger How d i d  Walter L e w i s  gttt on t h e  land? 

Mark Twain: I don ' t  know about t h a t  because I am from 
a n o t h e r  family.  I j u a t  happened t o  g e t  i n t o  t h i s  fhmily, 

Mro. Twain: O r i g i n a l l y  t h i s  l a n d  was owned by my fat .her  
and after his death t h i s  Walter  Lewis j u s t  happened t o  s t a r t  
fa rming t h e r e ,  There was no agreement o r  s e t t l e m e n t  made 
w i t h  him t o  settle there .  I a m  a l o n e  t r y i n g  t o  yet t h a t  l and  
back, but nobody i n  t h i s  f ami ly  is helping me. W e  went t o  
see a superv iaor  a t  Tuba C i t y ,  a Mr. Goldtooth (3) , where X 
received a check, b u t  t h i s  check is n o t  enough f o r  t h a t  big 
pieca of Land. My boys s a i d  t h a t  money is not enough. I 
have an elder sister l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Black Mountain area, She 
t o o . ' i s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h i s  land back. She went wi th  us  to 
see the superv i so r  a t  Tuba City .  I would like t o  know what 
t h e  result w i l l  be. 

Brugget I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  check was just t o  2ay for t h e  
highway right-of-way through t h e  a l lo tmen t ,  Do you want t h e  
l a n d  back? Is t h e r e  anyone i n  your family t o  farm i t ?  

Mxs. Twain: There are some, b u t  they  d o n ' t  try t o  farm, 
They d o n ' t  understand about  the farming, Whenever you t r y  
t o  t e l l  them anything,  t h e y  j u e t  look around laughing and 
d o n ' t  listen. W e  two a r e  t h e  o n l y  ones t h a t  t r y  to farm. 
There i s  a H a s t i i n  Zhi in  and I have been t e l l i n g  him about 
t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  h e  pays no a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t .  

Mark Twaina According to-what  I heard, when t h i e  nmn 
who o r i g i n a l l y  owned t h e  land was a l ive ,  t h e r e  was a Hopi man 
who was a f r i e n d  of h i s  and he was t h e  f a t h e r  of Walter Lewia 

. and they ware both farming t h e r e  an& aftei Walter Lewis' 
father and my wife's f a t h e r  both  died, Walter Lewis s t a r t e d  
l i v i n g  t h e r e  and c o n t i n u o u ~ l y  farming and now he acts like 
or u s e s  that place as though h e  owns t h e  land  and lase  y e a r  
a d i e c u s s i o n  of t h i s  problem was h e l d  when my wife was t o l d  
thak 8 h e  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h i o  land. I f  t h e r e  io aomeone who 

. 



could d o  t h e  farming i n  h e r  fami ly ,  she can  g o  ahead and 
s t a r t  farming it. T h a t  was t h e  underetanding from t h i s  
meeting. I have eome boys who do. farming h e r e  along t h o  
wash and t h e y  do t h e  farming too. 

Bruggea What do you want: t o  d o  vi th it? farm it, 
r e n t  it or  ell St9 

Mark Twain: Why should we t r y  t o  sell t h a t .  land? 
W e  have no i d e a  or n o  i n t e n t i o n  of s e l l i n g  t h e  land because 
we want t o  ge t  t h e  land back. What we were t o l d  a t  t h e  dim- 
cussiorr w a s  t h a t  she i s  t o  qet  t h e  lend back and hold a 
permit f o r  it and t h e n  she might have some of t h e  boys or 
h e r  b r o t h e r  t h a t  could  do t h e  farming t h e r e  and we s t i l l  
have t h a t  i n  mind, but I never  have sesa her get  eome k i n d  
of a p a p e r  concerning t h i s ,  

J u s t  about  whan w i l l  an attorney come o u t  t h i a  way? , 

Srxgger Told about  t h e  "order  de termining  h e i r o *  and 
proposed meeting wi th  an a t t o r n e y ,  

Mark Twains T h a t ' e  t h e  k i n d  of a d e a l  w e  all have i n  
mind, t o  have t h a t  l a n d  s e t t l e d ,  O f  course  s h e  has two 
o t h e r  b r o t h e r s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Black Mountain area and a n o t h e r  
b r o t h e r  i n  Tuba City, but  h e  was no t  included. R e  has  a 
d i f f e r e n t  f a t h e r .  So we would l i k e  very much t o  have t h i s  
s e t t l e d  i n  some way so  it can be out  of t h e  way and w e  won't 
be t h i n k i n g  about it tm much, 

Brugger W e  have t o  i n t e r v i e w  a l l  of t h e  h a i r s  t o  f i n d  
o u t w h a t  t h e y  want and  w i l l  work t o  s e t t l e  thia, If  t h e  BIA 
doesn ' t  do  it, t h e  T r i b e  w i l l  h e l p  and a lawyer w i l l  come o u t ,  

Mark Twaina These two b r o t h e r s  of hers i n  Black Mountain 
both probably  have a b i g  f a m i l y  as s h e  has. It ie t h e  same 
t h i n g  w i t h  t h e  Goldtooth fami ly ,  They are c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d ,  
X myself have a p i e c e  of l and  of qr' own which I have had e v e r  
s i n c e  I wae a boy, b u t  t h e r e  is no d i s p u t e  over  t h a t .  We 
would l i k e  f o r  you t o  f i x  it i n  euch a way t h a t  it won't be 
a problem. I f  you c a n  g e t  t h o s e  t w o  b ro the re  of here  down 
hore, maybe t h e y  can t e l l  you what they think of thdr problem 
themselves,  

Bruggea Where do they live? 



Mark Twain: That ' e  r i g h t  i n  t h e  a r e a  where the road 
t u r n s  t o  Betatakin.  They l i v e  i n  t h a t  area. The o l d  man 
died r i g h t  i n  that area oomewhere, 

A t  t h e  Cameron Tradins Posk. 

Mary Tracyt I am a daughter  of A t s i d i  Yazhi. There 
wsre t h r e e  of ue, The other daugh t s r  is over there. 
f x n d i c a t i n g  a woman sitting nearbyJ 

Bruggea Explained what we were doing, 

. Mary Tracy: a[ wonder if t h a t  l a n d  h a s  been set 
what  oldt tooth was t a l k i n g  about. They said t h i n  land w i l l  
be  divided among us  and I have r e c e i v e d  a lat ter  eaying f 
was entitled to a s h a r e  of the l a n d ,  

Bruggea Explained the i n h e r i t a n c e  and asked about t h a  
le t ter .  

Mary Tracya The letter from Window Rock says there 
were t h r e e  of us c h i l d r e n  of Atsidi Yazhi e n t i t l e d  t o  t h i s  
land and we answered t h i s  ' le t ter  concerning t h a t ,  Have the 
Goldtooth children s e t t l e d  this? 

Bruggea They p l a n  t o  farm there thile spring. 

Mary Tracy: I don ' t  know just how b i g  a farm belonged 
t o  our f a t h e r ,  b u t  I j u s t  heard t h e r e  was land t h e r e  t h a t  
belonged t o  him t h a t  we are e n t i t l e d  to. S t h i n k  I ought t o  
g e t  a l i t t l e  piece of it a t  l e a s t  t o  farm. 

Also, t h e r e  is another  man around here today, Clay 
Bigman, who works for  t h e  s t o r e ,  

My sister N e t t i e  l i v e s  i n  the Black F a l l s  ares, There  
is a road right t o  her p l a c e ,  It turns  off just as you cross 
the boundary fence from the Leupp highway, just by the latst 
butte toward k u p p .  S t  leads t o  a n o t h e r  camp and you can get  
i n fo rmat ion  from t h e r e  from H a s t i i n  Dahilini .  

My b r o t h e r  Bennie Nolton l ives  weat of Gray Hauntain, 
I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  ]where. He works somewhere f u r t h e r  went 
and would be at home on Sunday only, H e  is  working Lor a 
whi te  man. 



- 6- ' . . -  

Clay Bigman: I l ive about 8 mile e a s t  of: t h e  t r u c k  
checking s t a t i o n  by t h e  a i r p o r t ,  I get my mail a t  Cameron, 
I want t o  get t h a t  land back, I have been trying for 25 

May Huskona 5 hear that: X am p a r t  owner of the a l l o t -  
ment. I never  knew there was l and  that I wae e n t i t l e d  to 
u n t i l  people were talking about it. Most of the time I 
have been l i v i n g  h e r e  a t  Cameron, 

Bxugge: What do you want t o  do abou t  t h e  land? 

May Huskon: One of t h e  Mrs. Goldtooths   aid t h a t  she 
w i l l  have moet of t h e  land, eo X don't have any i n t e r e s t  
i n  it. I d o n ' t  make any claim, 

Brugget A s  far as you are  concerned, whatever the 
Goldtooth family does 4s O . K . 3  

E l s i e  Huskonr I know a l i t t l e  about t h i s .  This man 
who owned t h i s  farm must have been farming a long time ago 
and rif ter t h a t  . t h e  Hopis took over. 

Brugget Told about the "order determining  heisan 

Elsie Huskonr T never  received a copy, Pleaee send me 
one addressed  t o  t h e  t r a d i n g  p o s t  a t  Cameron. 

Brugget What is your i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  land? 

E l s i e  Huskonz We d i scussed  t h i s  problem with t h e  Gold- 
t o o t h  family, wi th  bo th  wives, and the decision was made t h a t  

farm, so we c a n  farm t h a t  land,  

I n  case  a d e f i n i t e  date l o  met fotfa:mseting, w i l l  a 
notice bo eent? 

Brugger We will mail ou t  n o t i c e s .  



We spent the rest of t h e  day t r y i n g  t o  locate Nettie 
Smith and finally found a hogan presumed ts be herrr, but no 
one was a t  home, 

32 October _1967* A t  Mav Johnson's hocran n c a . u h e  ~etatakin 
iuncti on. 

May J o h n ~ o n t  I am t h e  youngest c h i l d  of Shoic~ johnson. 

Mr .  Johnaonr I heard about the discuesrion of t h i s  farm 
last year ,  I am not e n t i t l e d  t o  t h a t ,  but n y  wife is, s o  I 
t o l d  t h e  people concerned t o  hurry t h e  mat te r  s o  i t  can bo 
settled i n  a way so it can be u s e f u l  to them. Lee Johnson is 
oldest and ia t h e  one o l d  enough and h a s  a sitronge:r mind than  
these  othersa s o  he  ohould go ahead and hurry t h e  inatter up 
t o  s t r a i g h t e n  it out ,  O f  course X myself anr taking care of 
my wife and c h i l d r e n  here a t  t h i s  place and usually I go 03s 
f o r  work at var ious  places, but  now I a m  tak ing  care of my 
mother's l ives tock ,  We would l ike t o  see t h i s  s e t t l e d  f o r  ' 

them, If t h e r e  ie any chance of g e t t i n g  a p iece  of  t h i s  
land,  I w i l l  work it. I would Pike t o  get a pieco of land i n  
t h e  Tuba C i t y  area, 

If there i s  a definite da te  set f o r  an a t t o rney  t o  cone 
t o  Tuba city, we would l i k e  t o  be no t i f i ed .  We get our m a i l  
a t  Cow Springe Trading Post, 

We usua l ly  move on t o p  of t he  mountain i n  winter. It 
would be Best t o  no t i fy  us by mail, That's about t h e  size 
of it on our side and thank you f o r  handling t h i s  case, 



want t o  repossess t h e  farm. They s h o u l d . h a v e  g o t t e n  together 
l a s t  6pring t o  ~ t r a i g h t e n  it up so t h a t  it could be use fu l .  
If posaible, .somebody should work on i t  r o -  we can s t r a i g h t e n  
i t  out. 

We would bo th  l ike  t o  be a t  the  meeting with the a t t o r n e y .  

Amy Johnson8 Agrees. 

Albert Johnaont Since you're in land i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  f 
have another m a t t e r  i n  mind a l s o ,  There ia an area where 1 
have a claim, but X don ' t  know t h e  exact size.  P know t h e  
l o c a t i a n  of it. I would like h e l p  from Land f n v e s t i g a t i o n  
Department t o  re-survey t h f  8 p i e c e  sf land,  

It is t h e  same alhotment, T h e r e  are two  pieces of land, 
one below t h e  other. The one t h e  Hopi is farming o n  i s  t h o  
b igger  piece. The other i a  above and As small .  $: an an heir 
i n  two a l l o t m e n t s e  _/Check i n t o  thisr. f think he Pa mistaken, 
but needs checkinlt/ 

$ 

You can not i fy  us 02 t h e  meeting by addressing our m a i l  
t o  "Navajo Gospel Plisrdon Ora ibf ,  Arizona." 

$ 

On t h e  East Fork of the ~ i 6 , n e b i . t ~ ~  

James Johnsont I am here working on HITP, 
t 

If I turned my s h a r e  of t h e  allotment over 90 the other 
heirs, would 1 receive anyth ing  for it3 

According t o  my understanding, it would be best t o  
repossese the  l and  and then decide how t o  ahare it, I just  
work here ,  X t  is about 20 miles to the w e ~ t  of my home, 

I w i l l  a t  l e a s t  take. a share of it when tho d i s t r i b u t i n g  
of the land corns. 51 would like t o  have a#ece of land. 

I get my mail a t  t h e  Navajo Gospel Missiono 



I was unable t o  contact  any o t h e r  h e i r s  t o  these two 
a l lo tments ,  bu t  th ink t h a t  t h e  above shows their desireo.  
Further  in terviews on general land use were obtained, bu t  
an  add i t iona l  in te rv iew with Frank Goldtooth b e b w  gives a 
b i t  more regarding t h e  al lotments,  

b3 October 1967. 

Vis i t ed  Homer Bancroft a t  h i s  hogan j u s t  south of tho 
junction of  Navajo Routes 1 and 3 t o  ob ta in  f u r t h e r  d a t a  
regarding h i s  range use, 

Homer Bancroft: We use t he  l ands  f o r  grazing from where 
my mother's house is a l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  r e se rvo i r  here. 
A l o t  c f  t imes  when the re  is r a i n  on t h e  mountain w e  have 
wa t ex  in t h e  wash t h a t  i s  t o o  nuddg; f o r  t h e  livegitock t o  
drink. We use t h e  land along the  wash almost down t o  t h e  
Koenkopi bridge,  

Then, too,  1 am using a grazing a r e a  at: t h e  p resen t  time 
across  t h e  wash on t h e  upper mesa j u s t  w e s t  of Tillman 
Hadley's old house, 

During t h e  time my f a t h e r  was a l i v e  we used a l l  t h a t  
a r e a  fo r  grazing,  bu t  now Mark Begay aeeme t o  be taking a l l '  
t h i s  a rea  f o r  h i s  people of the Coal Mine Mesa Chapter area, 
s o  n w  I have taken my l ives tock  back up there t o  graze, 
My fa the r  had a l e g a l  right: f o r  use  of t h a t  a r e a  and h e  held 
a paper wi th  h i s  name on it f o r  the use of t h a t  area,  

There were only 3 people who had a r i g h t f i i l  use of t h a t  
a r ea ,  They were Tsey i 'n i i  Tsoh, Joe Noteeth and George 
Bancroft. Joe  Noteeth died about 10 yea r s  ago. He h a s  a 
daughter who l i v e s  i n  Kerlley Valley, but  I don ' t  know he r  
name, 

5. am a member of the Tub's City Chapter. 

X use  t h e  v a l l e y  bottom as f a r  down ae T a ' b n i ' f i h i ,  a 
spr ing  j u s t  a l i t t l e  above t h e  Hopi farm. My father t o l d  
m e  t h a t  below t h a t  was Hopi Land, I use a n  area around 
Tsedi jool  below t h e  rim and alomatimes my ca t t le  go on t o p  
of the rim. Now my mother in west of Tuba C i t y  where t n e r e  
is a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  feed than where weca uaual ly  l ive .  Thio 
is ju s t  a temporary agreement with the people there.  



My mother knows more about t h i s ,  but  she io a t  Sigai  
Dez'aahe ("White Point") among t h e  sand dunes. You can't 
get t h e r e  i n  t h i e  car. 

We nex t  attempted t o  l o c a t e  B i l l y  Bryant ,  but without  
success .  Ta lks  wi th  o t h e r  Navajos convinced me, however, 
t h a t  t h e  "boundary markor" mentioned by h i s  wife iu no more 
t h a n  a s e c t i o n  cornor  from t h e  old kturvey t h a t  used l imes tone  
posts f o r  markeru. 

At, a s i n g  i n  Ker ley  Valley we encountered Al f red  & h i ,  
a l o c a i  Paiute, whom I interviewed. H e  rapoke i n  Navajo and 
William Yeilowhair had no difficulty i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g ,  

Alfred Lehio The P a i u t e s  have been l i v i n g  here.  Nobody 
remembers how long, b u t  X would roughly say about 200 years. 
back, even before t h e  Navajoo or w h i t e s  moved here. Some 
older people d i e d  i n  t h i s  area. 

There are two kinds of Utes who speak d i f f e r e n t  languages, 
J u s t  l i k e  the  Navajos and Apaches, t h e y  a lmost  speak t h e  same 
language. It is  t h e  same w i t h  t h e  U t e s  and Paiu tes .  These 
U t e s  l i v e  on the nor th  side of t h e  San Juan  River. 

My father's father l i v e d  h e r e  and a l s o  my father. Hy 
f a k h e r o s  father was &hi. Z myself was r a i s e d  a t  Navajo 
Mauntain. L have a Navajo census number, but don ' t  have it 
w i t h  me now. 

X knew Lehl. H e  died of old  age n o t  very long ago. He 
never was a leader. There were three g e n e r a t i o n s  of Paiutes .  
A l l  d ied  r i g h t  i n  this Tuba C i t y  area. - 

X was once interviewed by a w h i t e  man, &e here showed 
us a paper with the name and address8 Richard Light, U.S. 
Off ice of Eduta t ion ,  400 Maryland Ave., S, w., Washington, 
D, C., 20202J I a l s o  sent a letter to him a t  h i s  request. 

These t h r e e  people who d ied  h e r e  are a8 follows. The 
f i r s t  wds Googhaane. That  is a P a i u t e  name meaning eomething 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  food. Long ago when there was t, hunger (famine), 
h e  ga thered  together aome kind of food and ware to tak@ care 



of t h i s  food and d i s t r i b u t e  i t  t o  poople who needed it* 
That 's  how he got t h i s  name, He d ied  in t h e  Tuba City  
area. H e  wzs brought up t h i s  e ide og Navajo b u n t a i n  a t  
Ch'aayahe Lin t h e  Navajo Canyon area'. A t  t h a t  time no 
Navajos were here. There were no Xopfs e i the r ,  Tha-;only 
place they l ived then wea at Old Oraibe and there were just 
a f e w  of them. 

The second was Naa msho' 1 Dotx' i z h i  ~ ' ~ l u e  Reptile, * 
i .e. ,  t h e  col lared l i z a r g .  My grandfather to ld  me of him. 
M e  must have been t h e  u n c l e  of Baa'dawei. Baa'dawei was 
living here a f t e r  Naa'sho'i Dotz'izhi, He was probably a 

. b ro the r  ~f Googhaane, but not a clan brother ,  j u s t  a 
re la t ion .  H e  got hie name because the people suspected him 
of eating the  l i zard  ca l l ed  Naagsho'i D o s ' i z h i .  H e  war= 
also suspected of eating G i l a  Monsters /Navajo -  inl leu, 
That's how he  got t h i s  lizard name. During his l i f e t ima  
there were sri l l  no Navajos i n  this-area, D o t e r  T h i s  name 
is i n  t h e  Navajo lan$uage, howevsrJ The first Navajos 
cam t o  t h i s  area just a little before the Mormons moved 
to Tuba City, The fir& Navajo t o  come t o  t h i a  area was 
Atsidi. 

When t h e  Navajos came t o  t h i s  area they had some sheep 
and horses and t h e  Paiutes had none, so they traded t h e i r  

I k&ds t o  the Navajos fo r  ghegp and horses, So you 
Laddressing t h e  i n t e r p r e t e d  might be (descended from) one 
of the people that was so ld  t o  t h e  Navajos. 

Ch'aayahe was the  t h i r d  old man, Naa'sho' i  Dotz'izhi 
was probably h i s  uncle. He rntrst have d i e d  after the  Navajos 
cam to this area. 

There was no war between the Navajos and Paiutes t h a t  
X heard of, but the Paiutes were af ra id  of t h e  Navajos ynd 
so they usually hid around i n  t h e  canyons and i n  t h e  moun- 
tains where they cou.ld not be found and where they could find 
focd to eat from the plants. 

Long ago there  were no Navajos around this area. 
N e i t h e r  d i d  any Mexicans come over this area. L t  was only 
heard t h a t  mo~tly Mexicans were over on t h e  eastern side 
where the Navajos were a180 living, So there was nothing 
happened ruch us war8 i n  this area a t  t k n t  tfm. 



A t  t h a t  t ime when Paiutes were l i v i n g  h e r e ,  i n  t h e  
spring t ime they went up t o  Dennenhotso t o  f i n d  food. A t  
Dennehotero is or plant t h a t  .grows i n  t h e  spring time and it: 
i s  almost like oats.  'These  Paiuten w e u l d  go t o  t h a t  place 
to gather that p l a n t ,  On t h e i r  way t h e y  uwed t o  opend t h s  
night a t  s %.ittls s p r i n g  a t  Pa;:shta. L~oonnva.t 18 what t h a t  
p l a c c  i s  c a l l e d  in Paiute .  The next day they vsauld go on t o  
Dennehotsa. There were no Navajos there then.  A t  t h a t  
t h e  there were probably cr few Navajoe i n  the s a l ~ t o r n  area, 

According t o  t h e  stories,  not w r y  long ago it was 
heard t h a t  t h e  Navajo6 had done something wrong and for 

. t h a t  reason they were talcen t o  F o r t  G~um.rer, T h e m  were no 
~ 0 l d i e r 8  or cavalry t h a t  came t o  t h i s  area and t h a t ' s  why 
no Paiute was taken t o  Port Suiimer. They o n l y  took people 
from the '  Window Rock area. Some of the Navajos oocaped 
and cane al.1 t h e  way t o  t h e  Colurado River j u a t  w e s t  o f  
here and s t a r t e d  making t h e i r  homes t h e r e  with some oheep 
and t h a t ' s  where the P a i u t e s  were getting t h e i r  meat, from 
t h e  Navim josl on thct Colorado Riwr, That place i o  where 
t h e  L i t t l e  Cotcnrac!~ and CoY.orado Rivers meet, It ie t h e  
p l a c e  c a l l e d  As:hii.h, . 

After t h e  return from F ~ k t  Sumner thcme people moved 
t o  Lower Moenavo and soma of  the famil-les a l e  st:ill l i v i n g  
t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e i r  g r e a t  g randparen t s  a r e  the people t h a t  
lived a t  Ashiih, 

The ;Hopis came i n  jusz r a c e n t l y  to Moenkopi, They 
must have started off from t h e i r  home on Third Mesa i n  t h e  
morning t o  p l a n t  co t ton .  Th\ey worked during t h e  day and 
returnetr i n  the evening. P don"t know f o r  sure when t h e y  
s t a r t e d ,  hut I believe t h e y  B t r x t r 4  planting c o t t o n  t h e r e  
before the Navajos arrived in t h 1  h: area. 

We next s topped  t o  inform prank Goldtooth of the 
m e t i n g  with the Sommis~ioner. 

Frank Goldtootht I w i l l  try t o  be at  the meting 
in Flags ta f f  and w 5 l l  tell my lsonn ahout it. 

. . 



rhe Hopis moved o n t o  t h i s  a l l o t t e d  land with a 
temporary agreement, Thoy were t o  g ive  t h e  Navajo ownero 
h a l f  of each crop,  A Hopi t o l d  me about it. 

When a whi te  man owns a p i e c e  of l a n d  and has  a permit  
for it, it remains h i s  even when I?,.- doaen ' t  u s e  it and i f  he  
dies, it belongs t o  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  That's t h e  way it is wi th  
t h i s  land, .If we c a n  se t t le  t h i e  a l lo tmen t  s i t u a t i o n ,  we 
are going  t o  farm the re .  We will p u t  up a good fence ,  j u s t  
l i k e  t h e  one we have here  on  our  l and  assignment,  and d o  it 
o u r s e l v e s ,  not  a ~ k i n g  t h e  Bureau o r  t h e  T r i b e  t o  h e l p ,  T h i s  
may oeem l i k e  a smal l  p i e c e  of land,  b u t  it ie important  t o  
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The Hopis on  our a l l o t m e n t  a r e  j u s t  young fe l lows.  
They h a v e n t t  t aken  care of i t  as a farm shou ld  be ca red  for ,  
They d i d  not  c u t  t h e  brush u n t i l  about  two y e a r e  ago when. 
t h i s  q u e s t i o n  came up. The Hopi on t h e  o t h e r  a l lo tmen t ,  
Daatelkaad DotJ!'izhi Biye' ,  d i d n ' t  pu t  up that l i t t le  ramada 
melon s t a n d  u n t i l  about  two yearo ago a l s o .  He has h i s  own 
s t o r e  I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  

There are some p i e c e s  of land up by the v i l l a g e  l y i n g  
i d l e .  That  i s  where those  Hopis should farm, What would 
happen i f  X went up t h e r e  and s t a r t e d  farming? 

A t  t h e  Tuba Citv Civic Cen te r .  

Emmett Tso (husband-of Fay Bagodi TBOE a -My r a n g e  
ex tends  from t h a t  farm Dancro f  t 's upper ~ a r d  c o r t h  t o  2 
camp near  t h e  turn-off from the highway /Nava jo  Route-#urn 
The camp by t h e  sand dune i s  mine too.  LSee page 7 P d  WeyiT- 
have a hogan and a c o r r a l  t h e r e .  It extends  across t h e  
Moerikopi Wash past t h e  j u n c t i o n  of Coal-Canyon Waeh and t h e  : 

Moenkepi and up . t h a t  ridge t o  t h e  f i x s t  windmill .  

My sister-in-law ~ E l a n c h e  ~ e h 2  zanges h e r  etock south 
of t h e  waah through t h e  xough coun t ry  below the rim. 

If t h e  Commissioner of Ind ian  A f f a i r s .  givea t h a t  land  
to t h e  Hopis there i n  going t o  be t r o u b l e .  There!.has been 



t a l k  of it already. There w i l l  be f i g h t i n g  wi th  the Hopis 
j u s t  l i k e  between t h e  n i g g e r s  and t h o  whites.  They ohould 
j u s t  g i v e  t h e  Hopla one square m i l e  only. , 

X want t o  be at' t h e  meeting. Can you g i v e  me a letter 
t o  my boss  so t h a t  I can  g e t  t h e  day o f f?  

D o  you t h i n k  the Navajos have e chance i n  t h i s ?  

I assured  him t h a t  I d i d  t h i n k  80 or X wouldn't  be 
working on it, 

At; Tillman Hadlev's dauqhter 's apartment. 

Til lman Xadley: Too many Navajos don ' t  r e a l i z e  t h e  
oer iousnese  of t h i s .  They know t h e  l and  is t h e i r s  and they, 
t h i n k  i f  t h e y  j u s t  go a long  a s  usual t h a t  noth ing  w i l l  
happen, w h i l e  t h e  Hapis a r e  working a l l  t h e  time t o  t r y  to 
get t h e  land. 

A t  Frances T i s i n n i e '  s nasaq. 

Frank Whiterocki ru'obody a c t u a l l y  saw Roger Honanie 
c a r r y  t h a t  rock  there. H e  must have done t h a t  whi l e  nobody 
was home. I no t i ced  t h i s  rock back over  west o r  northwest  of 
he re ,  b u t  t h a n  I d i d n ' t  see it t h a r e  any more and J u s t  about 
3 yea ra  ago I no t i ced  t h a t  it was over here. We are j u s t  
s u s p e c t i n g  t h a t  h e  i s  t h e  one. We d i d n ' t  f i n d  any t r a c k s  t o  
show d e f i n i t e l y  t h a t  he  d id  it. 

We also v i s i t e d  Tony B i l l y ' e  place.  X i s  daughter  
informed us  t h a t  h e  and Henry B i l l y  had gone t o  t h e  San 
Franc i sco  Peaks to  g a t h e r  he rbs  f o r  a s i n g  to b o ' h e l d  i n  
two days. The ceremony w i l l  s t i l l  be i n  p r o g r e s s  when the  
meeting i s  t o  be h e l d  i n  F l a g b t a f f ,  b u t  she  w i l l  t e l l  them 
and perhape somebody from the fami ly  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d .  

ye next  drove t o  Joe D. Begay' e place .  Hi. daughter  
i n f o r m 8  u s  t h a t  h e  had gone t o  a s i n g  a t  Joe C. Begay'o p l a c e  
on t h e  Dinnebi to  Wash, b u t  w i l l  be back and she w i l l  t e l l  him 
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other Hop'is, nana sf whom have opearatrd if, for  asay considerable 



about  t h e  meeting. 

On t h e  r e t u r n  t r ip  t o  Tuba C i t y ,  W i l l i a m  Yellowhair,  Sx., 
who was wcrking wi th  me a s  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  s a i d  t h a t  he is t h e  
s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Coal Mine Mesa Chapter and t h a t  he w i l l  b r i n g  
up t h e  ma t t e r  of t h e  meeting a t  F l a g s t a f f  a t  t h e i r  chap te r  
meeting Sunday. He says  t h a t  Herber t  Zonnie and t h e  o t h e r  
f amiliee near  t h e  rodeo-grounds a t t e n d  t h e  c h a p t e r  meetings 
q u i t e  r e g u l a r l y .  

Ilo a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  Walter Lewis used t o  run a store i n  
Moenkopi V i l l a g e ,  b u t  h e  finally went broke due to excess ive  
dr inking.  S ince  t h e n  h a  h a s  l eased  the store t o  v a r i o u s  
o t h e r  Bopis,  none of whom have opera ted  it f o r  any c o n s i d e r a b l e  
pe r iod  o f  time. 

Hisce l laneous  observat ions:  

Work i n  cont inuing  on t h e  community c e n t e r  i n  Upper 
Moenkopi. Two bu i ld ings  are under c o n s t r u c t i o k ~  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t h e  o t h e r  a p p a r e n t l y  a p r i v a t e  house, 

Walter Lewis is i r r i g a t i n g  on t h e  Shoie Johnson al lot-  
ment, a p p a r e n t l y  p repar ing  t h e  ground f o r  n e x t  opring or f o r  
win te r  wheat. 

14 October 1967. 

V i s i t e d  Ben Benal ly  a t  his home on t h e  e a s t  a i d e  o f  t h e  
Moenkopi Wash at t h e  Lower Moenkopi P r o j e c t *  having been 
informed t h a t  t h e  hogans on Ward T e r r a c e  a r e  his .  

Ben Benallyx I have t h r e e  p l a c e s  r i g h t  i n  that a r e a .  
One i s  a l i t t l e  nor th  of Ma'ii D z i i l  by a g r a v e l  p i t  and - 
t h e  one you asked about Lsouth  of M a ' i i  D z i i l ,  see p. llu 
and one n e a r  Tondigish. The g r a v e l  p i t  i s  nor th  of Ma'ii 
D z i i l .  ALL t h e  p l a c e s  are on t h a t  ledge  to  t h a t  p o i n t  you 
see t h e r e  and on south.  W e  use  t h a t - a r e a ' s  l o t .  W e  a l e o  
are us ing  t h e  range a t  t h e  p l a c e  I am s t a y i n g  wi th  t h e  sheep 
now, s o  w e  nrs depending on t h i s  e a s t e r n  s i d e  nowt The water  
we are using rune o u t  from Tondigieh. The people  on t o p  use 
t h a t  .too. There a r e  s e v e r a l  of us who gathervaround t h a t  
water  f o r  our l ives tock .  

I believe t h o  Hopi= are mostly after the water t h a t  



comes out of t h e  ground a long  t h e  rim from Tondigish and 
south  and pxobably t h e  so i l  t o o ,  which i s  good f o r  farming, 
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Another man t h a t  uses t h a t  a r e a  l ives  r i g h t  below u s  
here t r a ,  There a r e  quite a Pew people  who u s e  that  place.  
Soma even come up from Gray Mountain, It is used most ly  i n  
s p r i n g  and summer, 

Another who u s e s  t h a t  area is Navajo Pete f i i n e s h o t i  
sanifl who l i v e s  r i g h t  below. Be i s  the man who w i l l  really 
be i n t e r e s t e d ,  but  r i g h t  now he is up on Gray l b u n t a i n ,  
Also Ross Williams who livee r i g h t  below t h e  highway bridge 
D . S .  8 9 .  There i e  a l s o  another  f imily t h a t  l i v e s  f u r t h e r  
on t h a t  a l so  h a s  a hogan up on t h e  ledge, but 1 don ' t  know 
t h e i r  names. 

There are a l s o  more people jus t  t h i s  s i d e  of Cameron , 

who would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  going t o  t h i s  meeting. 

1 have used t h a t  range for a long  time, in f a c t  as far 
back as I can remember. M y  parents a l s o  used the land from 
when I can remember, My mother io still living and now livee 
i n  Xerley Valley. M y  uncle,  named Skacy, is up on top, 
Ny g r a n d f a t h e r  used t o  have a farm n l i t t l e  ways up a l o n g  
this wash b e f o r e  t h i s  irrigation was made. Be depended on 
t h e  r a i n s  for  h i s  farming, H e  died of o l d  age just a l i t t l e  
ways from where t h o s e  trees are and he is b u r i e d  t h e r e  
because he t o l d  us to bury him there because ho d i d n ' t  want 
t o  be moved anywhere because t h i s  i s  h i s  land. H e  was t h e  
b r o t h e r  of my grandfa ther  and of t h e  Todich'ii'nii Clan. 

My mother i~ Baa'. She probably  uses h e r  hus5andbci 
name, Na ' n i n a a d i  Biye ' , 

My f a t h e r  d ied  northwest of Shadow Mountain, We, have 
been us ing  t h i s  land since the time h e  w a s  alive. We are 
here h a r v e s t i n g  now. 

I am 58 years o l d ,  

Those p e c p l e  that farm i n  Ker ley  Va l l ey  are included 
bocauae t h a t  ie included i n  t h e  claim t h e  Hopie made, 


