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Commissioner of Indien Affairs,

o jxorthe.rn Nevajo Agency
s -~ Shiprook, New Mexico
May 3, 1933
TN T e

Weshington, D. C.
Deur Mr, Commissloner:

The question of ra%e eort.;o% has been reeciving very serious
oonsideration fo me sime ln tho Revajo gountry. It 48 wel]l .
- ¥nown that most of the Ravajo odbuntry 1s overgrazed. There has
-‘bben much d&iscussion sbout reducing the amount of stook on the
“‘range. ¥o definite egreement wes reached in this donnection
here until Februsry 20, 1933 when at & general meeting of Chap-
ter offiocers the propoaition of castrating their billsygoats
was presented &nd afgreed to ty a large majority of the ofricers.

This method of reducing stock on the reservation dces not deprive

the Nevajo people of thc use of any of the stock that they now

have but 68 there will be no further breeding of goets their
numbers will be quiockly and parmenantly reduced. Those who have

.. 8 large number of .goatis will +{rade their meat for sheop with

‘$hose Indiens who have no goets. By the time tho apats have ©
ﬂisappearod +hers will be a mush detter distridutiah of ‘the *
*“ sheep endl the Nevéjos will Mve dorived & double danefit of
having 7olisved the overgrazed conditlon on theisr reservation
aadwell as equalizing the raiizc revenues 15 the individual
Indians,

In some distriots the Indiasns are golng ahezd volunterily with
the wark of ocasgtration &and I em of the orinion thet 81l distriots
will follow their example, I feel that this move 1is most impor-
t 48 8 range oontrol messars and I hope, MHr. comminalwer, :
t ¢+ the method will have your upproval. . »
"
Please 1e’s we have your views ip this oonnection.

Yery sincerely,

E. R. MeCray
Suparintendent
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