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In preparing our budgot for canstruction or new s.rrigutioz\ pmjoetn
or exteniing 0ld onos, knowledge of the Service policy is important. I8
is oloear that the Irrigatior Division cah furnish a system and operate 4
4%t but from there its functionm would appoar to end.fhe placing of eone |
suners of water, whether Indian or whits, is more of a social and 2eonomic -
mattar not under our eontrol and on which we can ast only in an sdvisory
manner, In that capacity I am drawing attention $o certaiz ideas which
vitally concern the direction whick future requests for appropriationo
will taks,

By Governor Hagerman's request I sat with him in tho Navajo conferenso,
My opening statement was somswhat as fonous

~The Irrigation Diﬂaion atanda :eady to aearoh tor and edd additional
watoring places on the Novajo Reservation.” However, from a altudy '
before the conference it appears that whatever we do or don's &0 in
water supply will arfect the economic condition very alightly., Theree
fore I draw your attention to the opinioa of the forest expers, Xr,
Zoh, that the averaze number of acres raguired for one sheep is 30
acroes and the proper number ¢n the ressrvetion is 400,000, The consus
of sheep and goats shows 1,300,000 animalas I therefore present 1o
the conference & proposlfion to utilize one or all of three reserva-
tions where the irrigated land s now supplied wiih water but without
consumera, Thesa are the I'{ine River Project of the Southern Ute
Reaservation, 4,000 acrea} the Colorado River Project near Parkar,
4,000 acres and the San Carloa rroject, 30,000 sores. My, Zeéh fne-
Qicates thet any of thess irrigeted areas can maintain as foeders

8 sheep por acre, Therefore a sheep population of about 200,000

fs feasible and particularly importunt as it would prepare them far
the market and sooure & higher price for the animals. The Forest
Service maintains two lanocs betwsen tbe Navajo country and the Salt
River Valley. The lane to Colorado kiver is across desert but probadbly
vater gould be obtained following the Lanta ¥e railroads The Pine
River rroject, I am told, is considered by the Navajos thsmcelves

to be their ground and kr. Neuffer states that he has inquiries from
tine to time from Navajos as to when thoy will be glvon hay and arass
landu on that project.

I have discunsed thie 1nform11y with Service orrioialn in the Ofﬁae
and an acting st Governor Hagorman's request to do what we can to relievo
ths situation, The reaction secms to be that the idea of mixing Inlianse
of differsnt reservations will lead to riots. Also the possibility of
exchanging the individusl property and sheop which 45 ths act of the indivijual
Indian 15 mentioned. We do not consider that the difficulties are serious.
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- I have come %o the notion that the use of a corporation form for these - -
interchanges can be worked out, I have the authority of the Broakins _f‘ P
report suzgesting the same thing., I am suggesting the corporate form - .
‘ ln tha pro;mod und-up or tho Pala Rnarvauon ror tho oomnmlty proputr. SN
S This Kavajo aituauon 1nuatz-atoa a gonernl propcaition. ‘nm-o A
are projests such &p the Yakima in which daily Indian estates are sold . =
to vhite men and on the othor hand extensions of the projeot are deing
made becausw of the accident of Indian allotments at scme distance. It
L8 very clear to me that it is cheaper to rsarrenge the lndtan holdua
than to carry water $o absurd distances,

In other words my suggestion is thdt the Birectors of the various
divisions should unite in z policy of allotment and reallotment amd .
bring in the Land Division which is of the utmost importanse in this ooBs A
‘ neotion, The poolinz of all the facilities of the Irrigation Diviefon :
:nga:in; the social and wolraro requimontn of the. wm u vhat I lmu '
*
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