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MEI'ORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWELN

THE BUREAU OF IUDIfN AFFAIRS
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF TEE INTERIOR

AND

THE SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE
U. S. DEPLRTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Relative to
Cooperative Erosion-Control and Lard-Management fctivities on
Lands Administered by the Bureau of Indian /ffairs, for the

Nevajo and Hopi Indians within the Navajo District, Re-
gion Eight, of the Soil Conservation Service.

FOREWORD :

The ilavajo iree is in an advanced stage of erosion, resulting largely
from overgrazing. The Bureau of Indian Affairs as the responsible admini-
strative agency and the Soil Conservation Service as the agency conducting
extensive erosion control operations in this area, are both concerned with
the restoration of these lands and their maintenance in & productive condi-
tion. The sustained welfere of the Indians on the lands aveilaoble for their
use, and the partial protection of the storege capacity of Lake lead, to
which this area is a heavy silt contributur, are the major considerations.

The task cannot be accomplished by either agency working alone or by
both agencies working separately. It presents an outstanding need for com=
bined attack on a complex land problem affectiug the largest remaining block

of Federal land, occupied by the most —opulous Indiean tribe in the country.

Paralleling this need is a unique opportmity to demcnstrate the practicability

of integrated action by two Bureaus in separate Dcpartments, and a long-range
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program serving, with equal force, the bdrond reouiremen’s of wetershed con=-
trol and the specinl rejuirements of a people striving for permanent subsic-
. tence.

The situaticn demends administrative arrangements which will remove
unnecessary bars to efficiert performance sri pe.mit, within proper legal
‘and regulatory limits, the creation and functioning of a joint field staff
in an effective program.

OBJECTIVE:

The develorment of & system of land-manczement and land-use admini-
stration, of which erosion control operations are an interral part, designed
to (1) restore and conserve soj., water, and other natural rosources; (2)
prévide for the 5est permanent use of farm, forest, and ranze lands; and (3)
reduce the ~ilt load of the Little Colorado and San Juan Rivers.,

In order to reech this objective, the Bureau of Indian Affeirs and
the Soil Conservation Service agree to carry out a progran of action as fol-
lows:

L. The Soil Conservation Service agrees to:

1, Conduct necessary surveys snd meke land-managemsnt and opera-
tions plans for each land-management unit within the area
covered by this memorandum, which plans when apvroved by the
General Superintendent and the Regional Conservator shall be

the basis for the action program.

2, ‘lhere livestcck reductions are necessary to soil and water

conservabion, to aid in such reductions by:

Y

a, Purnishing the carrying canacity and other datu upon

which such reductions should be bosed,
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Furnishing range riders or other personael or services
as available to supplenent those provided by the Bureau

of Indian fiffairs.

3. Conduct rence-management doronstrations on specified areas

8.

b

L_“

within the Navejo reservations.,

L. Carry on such authorized erosion-control and soil and weter
conservation operations c¢s set forth in approved work plans.
Such operations will incluvde:

Erosion control opzrotions on farm lends such as terracing

and leveling where necessary, protection of such farm
lends frcm head erosion and gully cutting, protection of
irrization distribution systems end planting of suitable
plonts for wind and waicr crosion control.

Erosion control on wctersheds where eccnomically justi-
fisble; includin;; the necessary erosion control work be-
low stock tank spillwnys; construction of desilting de-
vices; construction of fences where necesscry for proper
range mansserent or protection of watershed areas; pully
and head cutting control; weter spreading on rance lands
where incroased production of vezetntion and decreased
erosion will result; rnd contour furrowing where the nor-
mal vegetetive cover is not effective in the’com;rol of
rapid runoff,

Development of wrnter where cssentisl to prorer range
mancgerent, including drilling or digging wells, de-

velopment of sprinss, =1d construction of stoek tanks,
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Furnish technionl advice gnd assistance, in accordance with

existing cooperative agresments with the seyeral bureaus

~ocongerned, in the formulation of a wildlife mona~ement pro-

gram, and in the control of inseets, rodents, and predators,
where such work is essentiel to proper lond useg

Z.8sist in the development of a forest end woodland managenent
program which will provide adequate watershed protoction, end
at tho éamo tire result in a more¢ eofficient utilizetion of
timber resources,

Burcau of Indian Affairs agrees to:

Nale the funds of all Indien Sorvigo landrnanaconent branches
or divisio'ns, including Irrigation, Extension, Education, For-
estry, Roads, and CCC available to the prcatest possible de-
groo for the execution of the approved 1and~mann5qmont and
crosion control program,

Obtain proper stocking and range mannogement at the carlicst
possible dnte,

Conduc & lend-mannyoment, land~use administration, and craosion
conlrol work in soaformity with the plans referved to in Sce~

tion Lh~) of this :meprorandum,

1
TR

fecept full administretive responsibility for land=maragenent
adninistretion and cssume os rapidly as funds are made avail-
eble the complete financial burden for such administration,

Furnish, whenever available, officc space and housing facili-

ties, utilities and servicos apperbairing

thereto, for nersonnal




C.

nocded in carrying out this program. Reimbursement for such
utilities and services will be covored by spocific contracts
or agroements. .

To provide the Soil Conscrvation Service with land for nur-

.sery purposcs in the vicinity of Shiprock, 6;' elscwhere as

.nceded. Such cites necded by the Soil Conservation Service

to facllitate tho program will bo provided by supplomenteary -

cireomont.

The Burcau of Indisn Affairs and the Soil Consorvation Service .

1.
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mutually agrce to:

Coordinate their efforts in offectuating the tcrms of this

nenorandum thfough 0 uni:fied land-monagement organization to
be known as "The Navajo éorvioe".’., It is wndorstood that all
pronerty of the Soil Conscrvation Sorvico mus’p-bc identified
and marked in accordance ‘with Department of Agriculture regu-
lations,

Organize all landfmnnagcmcnt activitics on tho basis of o
locally developed, written program and work plens which shall
conform to the terms of this orreement, and cstablish proper
procedurc for its eoxecution, .

Restrict w<;rk of an orosion ¢ontrol naturo-=such as gully con=
trol and water spreading ;truc tures, storage and detcntion
dams, contour furrowing ana artificial revogectation measurcs

+~to those arcas on which nroser stocking has been achieved

or 3is assured oarly cnough bo guarantce tho continued life
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and effectivenoss of such work. This rostriction will not
apply to wells, or to fcrsos to oxcludo livestock or limit
grazing to .ho corrying capecity of the arca foncod. It
will pot apply to irrigation diversion structurcs, stock
tanks, or the dovclopment end subjugation of agridultural
lands cxcept whero the basic plans show that proper stock-
ing is en cssential safeguard.

L. Socurc from the Indians tho equitable contribution in lebor,

materials, and oquipﬁont used in construction operations

which will bec beneficiol to them,

5.. Koep full and complete current rocords of all work or con=-

- ' ‘tributions, said rccords to be at all times subject to in-
spcction by duly authorizecd represcntatives of each coopera=-
ting agency.

6. To properc, by Junc 1, or as sooﬁ thereafter ns practicable,
e dotailed statemont for the ensuing fiscal ycar, setting

forth the proposed contributions in tochniceanl sorvicos and

.
{

matcrials by both tho coopcrcting agencies.,

P. It is Pfurther mutually agreed:
1., Thet land-management and administration of the Navajo and
Hopi Indian Reservations, inciuding the maintenence of stock

watcr develorments and other devicos noeded in carrying out

the program of crosion sontrerl and soil and wnber conserve-

tion, are the rosponsibilitv of the Burenu of Indian Affairs:
2 o ']

howecver, beeause of the necessity for completo correlation

nrges
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botwoen crosion contrc .nd wator consorvation operations
with land-monagoment and cdministration, the Soii Consorva-
tion Sorvico will supplomont those lend-management and main-
tenanco activities with appliccblo funds and porson;zol until
tho Burccu of Indian Affairs hes obtained the funds and per-
sonnel that will omfvlo it to dispensc with th.: anssistunce
without damnge to the continuation of tho conservetion pro-
grame

. : 2. Thrat tho actiom progrom herein provided for shall be con-

ductcd under specific agrcomcnts sctting forth the contribu=-

tions to be mado by cach agency.

3 ‘That the obligations of the Soil Conservation Service of the
United Stotes Department of Agriculture and those of the Bureau

o - of 'Ind;,an {ffairs, Depariment of the Interior, are contingent

: respectively upon appropriations boing made by Congress fromr

which the expenditures mray legally be made.

L. That all Federal funds expended in connection with this memo-
randum shall be disbursed in accordance with the fiscal regu=-
lations of the United States Department of ,pricvlture, and

the United States Depnrtment of the Intirior respectively,

Tais Memorandum of Understanding shall become effective when approved

by the Secretaries of the Interior and Agriculture, and shall continue in

effect for five years; thoreafter it may be renewed from yenr to year by write

ten consent of the coopersting parties, siven ab least one mon“h before this

Memorandun of Understanding would otharwise expice. [t is further provided
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that either pr -ty may terminate this sgreement at any time by giving not less
than two months' notice to the other pé.rty. Imendments to this agreement may
be made by mutual consent of both parties.
Signed: John Collier January 3, 1938
Commissioner of Indian Affairs . (Date)
_Signed: H. H..Bcnnett December 17, 1937
Chief, Soil Comservetion Service (Date)
Approved:
Signed: Harold F. Ickes Januery 1l, 1938
Secretary of the Interior (Date)
- Approved: - '
Signed: H. h. Wallace - February 108, 1938
Secretary of Agriculture (Date)
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