
OUTLINE OF Z!El3TINGS NAVAJO TRIBAL COUNCIL -. 
Fort Wingate 1933 to  Fort Defiance 1936 

Dr. Bennett presented soil-conservation program proposed 
for  the Navajo Assemation and proposed that  an area be se t  aside 
fo r  experimental purposes, Mexican Springs. 

Mr. Neuffer discussed water development work proposed f o r  
the reservation under the Public Works Administration program. 
Stated you would t r y  t o  build 500 reservoirs, 250 springs, 200 
deep weU.a, 

3esolut ion unanimously adopted f o r  t he  establishment of 
an erosiofi-cor?trol ewerimental station. Location yet  t o  be 
selected. 

Jake Morgan proposed that  if t he  Southern Navajo did not 
accept t h i s  experimental s ta t ion t o  give it t o  the Northern Na- 
vajo. I 



Tuba City, October 30-31, November 1. 1933 

Chabian opened meeting, indicating need f o r  range-management 
control and stated that  the Navajos should take the  in i t ia t ive ,  

C d s s i o n e r  s ta tes  emergency conservation and the  program 
outlined would continue. 

Nedfer  indicates $9@,000 t o  be spent on new irr igation 
developments . 

Cammissioner states: We hope t o  create about 15,000 new 
acres of land. Ne are  going to go the limit on employing Navajo 
Indians. 1' 

During the next 2 years Soi l  Conservation Service w i l l  spend 
$1,250,000. 

$1,000,000 appropriated by Public Works f o r  erosion-control 
work throughout the Navajo area f o r  year 1933-34. $800,000 w i l l  go 
.in wages t o  Navajo Indians. Seventy new day schools w i l l .  be bu i l t  
at  a cost of more than $2,000,000. 

Canmissioner then outlined the need for  erosion control, 
n I f  you are  going t o  recapture your damaged land, you are going t o  
have t o  cu t  domn the number of sheep and you w i l l  have t o  cut down 
the  number of your goats, The Government has authority t o  limit 
your herds and put the ent i re  force of the Federal l a w  back of i ts  
orders, but the Government doesn't want t o  do that ,  in the case of 
the  Navajos and the Pueblos. We are not going to use compulsion 
on you even though it might look l ike  we should. You must cut down 
your sheep by at l ea s t  200,000 head and you- goats by a t  least 
200,000 head and permanently hold your goats t o  a t o t a l  of 70,000 
t o  80,000 head," 

Henry Taliman, delegate f ram Southern Navajo s ta tes  : Itunder 
no consideration w i l l  t he  Navajos favor reduct ion of t he i r  livestock. It 

Emphasis need fo r  erosion control, Suggests that Navajos go off the  
reservation and lease land, 

Chee Dodge discusses the price offered fo r  sheep. Objects 
tha t  $1 t o  @.50 f o r  ewes i s  not enough. ltIf you give Indians a 
fair price, you w i l l  get a b'g sale, but if your price is low you 
w i l l  get only culls from the  herd. You w i l l  not be reducing our 
sheep a t  all,!' 

Zeh s ta tes  emergency re l ief  w i l l  be glad t o  pay f u l l  market 
price, market price f o r  ewes is 14 cents per pound. 



Tuba City ( ~ o n t  hued) 

Comr'ssioner outlines the number of sheep t o  be bought: 
Northern Napd jo, 20,000; Southern, 32,000; Eastern, 15,000; - 
Western, 15,000; Hopi-Keams, 10,000; hupp, 8,OCO; t o t a l  100,000. 

Resolution unanimously passed t h i u h g  C d s s i o n e s  of 
Indian Affairs f o r  what he had done f o r  them. 

Note: A s  a resu l t  of the agreenent made a t  the Tuba City meeting 
and signed at Fort Defiance, 86,000 sheep were sold  (14,000 uncier 
the quota set fo r  the  various subdivisions. . % 



Port, Defiance , hiarch 12-13-, 1934 

The principal top ic  was range control and t he  r e d u d i a n  in 
the nlrnber of go&s oa t h i  resemrd.on. 

. . 

M r .  Stewar t  assured the  Navajo delegates t h a t  in h i s  opin- 
'ion the  boundqw b i l l  and continued land improvement xould not be 
r e a l h e d  u n l e s s  range control  we,-e effected. 

Fred Nelson, ~ e l e g a t e  from Hopi, s t a t ed  t h a t  wage incane 
which had been introduced on the  reservation and which had been 
given the  Navajos did  not  replace the sheep and goats. 

Cammissioner Col l ie r  reminisced on his statanlent made at 
Tuba City concerning the necessity of disposing of 200,000 sheep 
and 230,000 goats. A r e s o l u t i m  was introduced which s t a t ed  t h a t  
it was imperative that  t h e  boundary b i l l  be enacted at the e a r l i e s t  
possible datoj t h a t  erosion and range control should be continued 
and further that stock reductior, as e x p l a b d  by t h e  Commissioner 
and his s t a f f  s h o ~ l d  take place. Further t h s t  council delegates 
should return t o  i n e i r  homes in ordsr t n  0 : ~ l a i n  t o  t h e i r  pecrpls 
what had been agraed a t  t h e  meeting so t ha t  they could devise mays 
2nd means of affect ing t@e goat-reduct ion plan. An anendment was 
passed providing t h a t  any family having 100 o r  less sheep should bb 
exempt f r a n  any reduction. Further t h a t  in f locks  numbering l e s s  
than 100, the majority of which might be goats, t h a t  these gozts 
would be purchased from the  small owners and t h a t  sheep would be 
given by the large ovmers t o  these mall owners releasing goats and 
t h e  large owners would dispose of the goats s o  acquired. This 
reso lu t ion  was unanimously adopted. This p a r t  of reduction was never 
carried out. 



C~ormpoint , April 9-ll, 1934 - 

The chairman introduced t h e  goat-reduction question. 

Todestina Cheschillie opposes the  resolution adopted at 
Fort Defiance, S ta t e s  we don% want t o  sell our goats. We are 
r?5t a s k b g  anyone t o  buy our goats, Further t h a t  t h e  people in 
this L i s t r i c t  are  not  i n  favor  of the  plans t h a t  have been put  
before t hem (them meaning t h e  tribal council) . He s t a t e s  fur ther  
tha t  the people generally a r e  opposed t o  goat reduction. 

L f a v s  Kanuho, present act ing chairman of t h e  t r i b a l  coun- 
c i l ,  suggested tha t  one of the  methods outlined at t h e  Fort Defi- 
ance meeting bo car r ied  out: Namely t h a t  t h e  money mould be 
loaned t h e  trj'xl ~ ~ u n c i . 1  and charged t o  oil. roya l t ies ,  This money 
t o  be used t , ~  j3urchase goats,. 

In t h i s  meeting Mr. Er ic  Johnson, range examiner, explained 
t o  the  Indims t h e  necessity f o r  continued reduction and s ta ted  
tha t  it was apparent, from range surveys which had besn made, the  
number of breeding ewes which could be kept on the  reservation 
would approximate ,!+00,000 units . 

Henry Taliman suggested tha t  a count be rde  flock by 
flock and t h a t  t h e  dipping record not be accepted. 

Jake Morgan then stated: ''It seeas unfa i r  f o r  the people 
t o  back dovrn on the  resolutions passed a t  Fort Defiance, W. 
T a l k  indicates tha t  t h e  Navajos were not honest enough t o  
bring in t h e i r  sheep t o  be dipped. He fur ther  suggested an 
approval of the reduction and acceptance of t h e  dipping records 
as being accurate." Re: lution was unanhously adopted by which 
the  Navajos agreed t o  carry out the resolution made a t  Fort Defi- 
ance. 



Keams Cenyon, July 10-32-, 1934 

It was agreed by the tribal council tha t  they would accept 
t h e  contract which had been arranged by the Secretary of Agriculture 
and the  Commissioner of Indian Affairs, whereby t he  Secretary of 
Agriculture nould buy frun the Navajos 150,000 goats and up t o  50,000 
sheep. A provision was included i n  this agreement whereby the  Nava- 
jos  were t o  castrate  all goats during the term of t M s  agreement, 
except those which were t o  be used f o r  the  p rbd~c t ion  of a milch 
goat s train.  T h i s  re solution was unaniiaout:ly approved, but never 
carried out. 

Additional water developments and dipping va t s  were dis- 
cussed and requested by t h e  Navajos. (TWO hundred and forty weUs 
have been d r i l l ed  and 20 additional dipping vats  constructed; 
148,000 goats and 50,000 sheep were sold). 

Washington, - April 12, 1932 

Various methods: of establishing base preference r ights  sfere 
discussed. Chee Dodge stated t ha t  people would not accept any k e e -  
ment whereby they would be forced t o  pay grazing privileges. 

I n  the f a l l  of 1935, $250,000 was encumbered by Federal 
Rnergency Relief Administration for purchase of sheep and goats f o r  
re l ief  slaughter. Navajos sold only 26,000 head. 



For t  Defiance, January 25, 1936 

In  the interim between t h e  meeting held at Keams July 1, 
1935, a gradual opposition had been c rys t a l l i z ing  on t h e  reservation 
opposing the adoption of  range regulations. The opposition was cen- 
t e r e d  on ' the S o i l  Conservation Service. This came about because the 
Indians f e l t  t h a t  the S o i l  Conservation Service was suggesting most 
of the  reduction and t h a t  i f  t h e  S o i l  Conservation were forced off 
t h e  reservation no fu r the r  reductions would be requestud. In order 
t o  meet these cr i t ic isms and t o  define Indian Service pol icies ,  t h s  
Commissioner met with t h e  t r i b a l  council  January 25, 1936. 

1, C d s s i o n e r  stated t h a t  Secretar ies  I c ~ e s  and Tiallace 
were in complete agreement and uni ty  a b ~ u t  the u a t t e r s  concerning 
grazing and x n g e  regulations which i s  t h e  law f o r  t h e  Navajo Tribe. 

2, Pointed c u t  t h a t  t h e  Navcjo range-control programs have 
been and a r e  Indian S e n i c e  and In ter ior  Department programs. 

3. Pointed out that t h e  conservation policy of  the pihole 
Government is this: That wherever the Govemnent controls any 
land  t h a t  i s  used f o r  grazing then  the amount of stock has t o  b e  
kept down t o  t h e  number'that wiU, not destroy t h e  land but w i l l  
al low the  grass t o  grow. 

4. Pointed out t h i s  pol icy  of conservation wcn ~d continue 
regardless of possible administrative changes and indicated t h a t  the 
two departments of the Government working on t h s  reservztion mere i n  
cmple te  accord aid were essent ial ly  one service. That the Soil. 
Conservation Service is on the reservat ion a t  t he  request of t h e  
I n t e r i o r  Department and not as a r i v a l  duplicate service. 



Resolution Adopted by the  Navajo T r i b a l  Council a t  Fort Wingate, N. M e x .  
July 7 & 8 ,  lm 

WERFdU it is generally h o r n  tha t  tho var ims  processes of soil, 
erosion have become extremely serious i n  many parts of the  
Navajo country, and that  unless sound plans f o r  the con- 
t r o l  of this erosion a r e  developed and carried into prae- 
t i c e  without further delay, the greater portion of the 
reservation s o i l  w i l l  be damaged beyond repair: There- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED BY TKE NAVAJO TRII3AL COUNCIL I N  COUNCIL ASSE?i!BU3D, t h a t  
the plan of the Government t o  t e s t  out on suitable areas 
every practical  method f o r  arresting, reducing, or otherwise 
checking the destruction of land by erosion be, and i s  here- 
by approved; be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Governlent be, and i s  hereby, allowed t o  select, 
a representative area or  local i ty  within the  reservation 
f o r  the establishme,it and ope ration of an erosion-control 
station, provided that the consent of the people living 
on or having control  over the proposed area o r  locali ty 
be f i r s t  obtyhed. 



Resolutions Drafted by the Navajo C i n c i l  in Session, Tuba City, Ariz. 
November 1, 1932 

WEREAS the members of the Navajo Tribal Counts have heard and care- 
f u l l y  considered t h e  program of hprovements submitted by t h e  
Ccmnissioner of Indian Affairs: and 

\THEXWX we have found that  t h i s  program will be of great benefi t  t o  
all tho  Ikvsjo people and help them make a be t te r  l i v i n g  on 
this reservation: Therefor0 be it 

RESOLVED, t h a t  we strongly approve of t h e  proposed h d  purchases and 
edens ions  and urgently request Congress t o  pass the  necessary 
laws and appropriate t h e  funds necessw,! t o  carry out t h i s  
procam; be it fu r the r  

BOLVED, T!lat we approve of t h e  C d s s i o n e r ( s  plzn t o  give t h e  en- 
t i r e  Navajo Nation ont administrative head and t o  extend t h e  
benefi t  of t h e  Indian Oflice services  t o  t h e  remote p a r t s  of 
t h e  reservation now badly r,eglected; be it further  

RESOLVED, That we h e a r t i l ~  approve of t h e  project t o  bui ld 70 day- 
schools in our country, thus not only giving a l l  our children 
a chance t o  get an education vithoui being separated from 
t h e i r  families , but a l s o  extending hezi+,h and hcme+zaking 
services t o  every pa r t  of t h e  land; be it t d ~ h a r  

WOLVED, That we e q r e s s  our hearty th&s t ~ \  t h e  Government fo r  the 
great  help given the  Navajos through the m.ergency Conserva- 
t ion Work which has heiped our young men t o  earn wages even 
whon they were facing pover',~ and d i s t r e s s  bemuse ouk sheep, 
our wool, and our blanl~ets  brought u s  almost nothing and our 
crops have been very .?oar; be it fur ther  

RESOLVED, That ma thank the  : ndian Commissioner f o r  ge t t ing  us a l a rge  
appropriation with ivh:'ch t o  bui ld  i r r iga t ion  works t h a t  wi l l  
enable 3,000 Navajo f ~ m i l i e s  t o  plant crops on 5 newly isri- 
gated acres fo r  each f.amily; be it fur ther  

RESOLVED, 'l'hat we hear t i ly  ? p r o v e  of t h e  Indim. C m i s s i o n e r t s  po l i cy  
t o  build t h e  new sc,~clols, t h e  roads, aild i r r iga t ion  works 
through the  labor of' 7ur men and t o  have them work under the  
d i r ec t  ion of Navajo f c~emen whenever possible; and be it f u r t h e r  

RESOLVED, That me approve of th, .  great  program whereby the  Government 
will spend more than a m. l l i o n  dol lars  t o  s top  the washing 
away of "IT SOU and bfi i ik back the grass. We promise the 
Gcvernnent i.; - '- . 8 4  a s  'stance of the Navejo people in 
t h i s  g n a t  r;i.dr. rDcda.ng t o  sa1.s our hameland from destruction 
through eros lm,  and we w i l l  s -hnit t o  all of our people t h a t  
p a r t  of t h e  erosion-control prob,-am which has t o  do with eve- 
grazing and stock reduction, urging our people t o  fol low the 
counsel of the  wise men who urge t h i s  step. We a l so  approve 
of t h e  Government 1s plan t o  es tab l i sh  more erosion-control and 
range-management experiuental areas  like the  one at Xexiwin 
Springs, and recammend t h a i  o w  people cooperate with the, 
Gavernment in t h e  establishment of these areas. 



I 
WERiW the Navajo Tr iba l  Council has heard and carefully consj-ciered the 
program of futum employment of Navajo Indians on reservation improve- 
ment m r k  and especially is  impressed with and is appreciative of the 
proposed reservation boundary extension, which involves a t o t a l  appro- 
priat ion of approximately $1,000,000; Theref ore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Navajo Council agrees t ha t  i 3 s  imperative t h a t  the  
boundary b i l l s  be enacted a t  the ear lie;.^ possible date, an.d 
i n  order that  Congress may be, assured t h a i  tile Navajo people 
roalize t ha t  i n  appreciation of the  large grants of f r e e  or 
gratuity money involved therein; be it f uther 

RESOLVED, That the  Navajo Tribal Council. agrees that  erosion control 
and range control should be carried on az explained by 'che 
Cammissioner and his s t a f f ,  an;, further,  that stock reduction 
as  explained 5y the C011~~3.ssioner and his staff should ~ttike 
place, with tht\ understmding tha t  t k e  Council delegates will 
return t o  t he i r  weop1.e i n  order t o  explain the proposals so t h a t  
the Navajo people may consider the  matter a d  devise ways and 
means of effecting consummation of the stock, o r  goat, seduc- 
tion plan. 

Amendment: Pravided that  any family having 100 sheep o r  less number 
sha l l  be sxempt from any redudxion; but this provision shall not 
apply t o  those having a t o t a l  head of 100, a majority of w h i c h  are 
goats. In such cases the goats shal l  be purcbr~sed and in reburn sheep 
of equal value shall also be purchased from large stock ovmers and 
given t o  the fmi ly  whose t o t a l  head was 100, but who se l l s  his 
goats. Provided further, that  large stock owners shall  s e l l  such 
gosts so purchased from small herds. 



Extract from Kinutes , Nwa j o  Tribal Council, Cromnpoint , April 9-E, 1934 

nThe executive n igh t  session was closed t o  all whites except 
Mr. Stewart, and was attended by prac t ica l ly  a l l  t h e  assembled In- 
diarzs, The g0a.t reduction program was t h e  only matter taken up at 
this session and various ways and meam were discussed r e l a t i v e  t o  
ra i s ing  t h e  necessary funds to  purchase t h e  150,000 g w t s  agreed t o  
by the  council  at  t h e  For t  Defiance meeting. It mas f.ina.JJ.y con-' 
cluded and agreed by the council, which passed a reso1ut:ion t o  t h e  
e f f ec t  t h a t  t h e  Commissioner of Indian Affairs was authc,rized t o  
take  such s teps  as may be  necessaq  looking toward ob tab ing  a re- 
imbursable loan from the  Government in  t h e  amount of $225,000 w i t h  
which t o  purchase t h e  goats . This amourit of money t o  be reimbursed t h e  
Gapernment from future t r i b a l  o i l  royalt:ies. 

This proposal van abondoned when it was found o i l  royalties 
money was not availabls f o r  t h i s  purpose. Later it developed t h a t  
t h i s  stock could be purchesed w i t h  Federal %srgency Relief Adminis- 
t r a t ion  funds . 


