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In order t h a t  r e  may adepa te ly  coxsider t h e  quostions 
of 1.-vestock reductioc, it i s  oecessery t h a t  we study t h e  fac tors  
vihich hew on the  u t i l i z a t i o n  of Kavajo ranzo e n d  ~ a s t  e f f o r t s  i n  stock 
reduction, 

Old accounts indicate  that as f a r  back as 1630 the  Havnjos 
had a few sheep, which they rm in  conjunction c i t h  t h e i r  farming. I n  
tb.3 early ::art of the 19 th  century t h e i r  f locks were describod as  of f i n e  
c-uslity, :,::roducir-6 high grade wool. In 1666 t he  Xavajo Tribe, which 
included o?:,roxiinately 10,000 ?eopld, v;c.s returned f rou ,pt. S~unner t o  
t h e  Eavnjt. Reservation, nkich w.s then about t h r e e  and a half mill ion acres 
i n  extent (though the Xavsjos were free t o  ropm over E much la rger  ares) .  
A t  t ha t  t i n e  Chdy were issued n2proximately ; )00 sheep and i.:oaf s.  During 
t h e  intervsning :;eriod t o  1940 t h e  huxm ~ o p u l a t i o n  of the  Reservation has 
increased t o  a h o s t  50,000 porsors, the area of the Reservation has increased 
t o  alnost s ixteen mill ion acres, end t h e  l ivestock has incre~.sed t o  t h e  
present e s t i m t e d  range load of 632 000 sheep uni ts .  The ?nci.eases i n  popu- 
latior,, l ivestock e.ud Beservction rrsa  have not been proportional, t h e  
increase in populetion m d  part icular ly l ivestock, be ins  f a r  i n  advance of 
t h e  incresse i n  area. 

At the rresent  t ime indicnt5 r c s  goin t  t o  a continuing increase 
i r _  population and  a p r o b ~ b l e  h a l t  i n  the  accpis i t ion of s.dditicna1 land f o ~  
Xeservation ~ .eeds .  



PAST ATTEITl'S AT REDUCTICN - 

With t h e  increase  i n  nwnbers of sheap, herds becoxe conce t r c t e d  around 
t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  fm ava i l sb lo  7::aters so  t h e t  t h e  range hecam sevorely 
depleted i n  t h e s e  l o c a l  areas .  By 1893 t h e  problem had becom s o  
se r ious  t kt C o ~ ~ r e s  s f i n a l l y  voted on appropr ie t ion f o r  t h e  d e v e l o ~ r ~ ~ e n t  
of tp:ater resources, mnrking t h o  f i r s t  r.ffi .cial r ecogni t ion  o f  t h e  de- 
s i r a b i l i t y  of propcr l ives tock  d i s t r i b u t i o n  on t h e  l ava jo  R e s e m t i o n .  

During t h o  L e u p ~  adminis t re t  i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  c f  t h e  2Ot h century, 
concurrently ;-:l th n n a t  ion-vride conscrvs.tion movement, t h e r c  vras some 
f u r t h e r  sffc;t not only n i ' o ~  t h e  de~elopment of add i t iona l  v:attrrs, but  f o r  
~ o r i t r o l  of frzrir .g.  'his a:orerne~:t died out c f t e r  n few gears .  Fron t ime 
t o  t ime  t h s x  xore repor t s  advocating corkrol  of land use, physical  deter-  
i o r a t i o n  of l m d s  m d  eccnomic deter iorLt  ion  of peo;!le would sure ly  r e s u l t .  

Cne o f  tb most imnortznt r epor t s  was subni t ted  i n  1930 by i i i l l i a n  3. Zeh, 
Indian S e r ~ r i c e  ?ores te r ,  pointi l ig out tht t h e r e  was a d i s t i n c t  tendency 
tm:ard the d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  range, upon which thousmds of Indians tmre 
dependiriz f o r  ~ r 3 s o n t  m d  f u+  :. a l ivolihood.  T-e recoimendcd th3.k f u l l  
r e c o p i t i o n  50 ~ i v o n  t he  imporknce and se r iousness  of e x i s t i n g  condi t ions  
e n d  th.t a l l  f u tu r e  land p l m s  be based v.pon a  worko.ble and sounc? foundation 
so  t h a t  115th u n c e a s i n ~  e f f o r t  each a c t i v i t y  srculd point  tcn::ard t h e  des i red 
goal. Zeh proposed a p l e n  of procedure divided i n t o  t ~ ? o  pnr t s :  (1) a c t i v i -  
t i e s  nhicF w i l l  provide r e s u l t s  i n  a c o q e r a t i v e l y  shor t  time, includin$ 
rocient control ,  wa te r  develop!ne~t, e t c ;  and (2)  educat i o r  i n  Froper nlethods 
of hnndlinz l i ~ e s t o c k ,  r~hich-~;.iould not  shoc r e s u l t s  ns rap id ly .  


