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N A V A J O  S E R V I C E  
Window Bock, Arizona 

February 10, 1939 

~ O B I I l J D U M  FOB THE NAVAJO BERVISE C ~ I ~  

FROM: J. Ha Provinse 

SUBJECT8 Small Farm Problem on the Reservation 

The attached memorandum statement prepared by Mr. ICimbaU. rsioes a 
question which has be= discussed frequently by Xavajo Servioe person- 
nel. No well defined policy seems t o  have come from these  disoutrsions, 
however, and I f e e l  t h i s  should b e  given consideration by the  Committee 
a t  an early date. 

Tnere i s  avai lable  f o r  t h e  Reservation dafm of t h e  type presented by 
Mr. gimbal1 on Dis t r i c t  4, showing by d i s t r i c t s  t h e  number of srnail 
t rac ts .  This number i s  impreasioe and from an e r o ~ i o n  standpoint 
t hese  farms const i tute  one of the most ser ious hazards on the Reserva- 
t ion. The costs  of rehabi l i ta t ing many of these small farms my i n  
many cases seem excessive, but t h e  work 80 f a r  car r ied  on i n  Dis t r ic t  4 
iz!dicates a range i n  cost of $25 t o  $150 an acre. These oosts include 
colilplete treatment, including the building of new fences and eroaion 
control structures,  They a l s o  include t h e  one-third Indian contribu- 
t i o n  of labor. 

If the  set-up of the I r r i g a t i t n  Division i s  such as t o  .make 'it d i f f i c u l t  
t o  divert  i t s  work fmm the  largdr developmmts, might it not  be pos- 
s i b l e  t o  work these small farm impiiovemnts into a comprehensive CCC-ID 
program, distriot by d i s t r i c t ?  

With the s tock water development program now slackening sanemat, it and 
the mil farm development program might be carr ied on concurrently 
under integrated plans. 12 and when ouch work is projected, consideration 
should be given to t h e  inclusior, i n  the program, ao f a r  a s  practicable, 
of proper farm and rango management practices. Such a program would re- 
quire  additional technical  ausistance i n  Agr.onouy f o r  the Reservation. 

I am plaoing t h i s  on tne agenda f o r  disoussion a t  the  next ~ a v a j o  Ser- 
vice Committee meeting. 

John H, Provinse 
Reservation Division Assis tant  
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