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Undoubtedly the oldest as well as the most emtensive of the prelistoris
Indian agriculture on the North American continent took plece within the Basin
of the Colorado River, | I
| Many .l"l;li!ll of a prehistoric ciiiiisa.fiozi bassd upon agrioulture are found
in the San Jiwn River Basin, No cioncendants of thsse people remain in the
Batin, but the Navgjo Indians have since made use of many of the ancient farm
areas, Aunthorities believe that the Navajo Indians came to the 3an Juan
River Valley in the late 15th or early 16th century and made use of its watnra
for agricultural purposes. Statements from aged Navajo Indians indicate that
these Indiane cultinted lands on both sides of the Sax Juan River as far
upsfream as the mouth of the Navajo River, as well as lands on ths tributaries
of the San Juan below the Navajo River,

More rescent developments by the Indlan Service includes the Hogback Projec
begun in 1894, t%e Fruitland Project, the Many Farms Project and many small..

Qnes,

Tho présaixt and proposed developments of areas and water uses by states

are as followss

ZONAt On the Navajo Reservation within the atate of Arizona are abo
45 small irrigation developments, aggregating 13,740 acres, Twenty of these
units, totaling about 5;000 acres, llie within_ the Littlo Colorado River wate
shad; and 25 unita; with an area of aboub 8,740 acres, are within the Sas Jv
River Basin, It is plsnned to provide irrigation facilities for an additio
31,530 acres, which will make the ultimate irzigable area within Arizons &
ximately 45,270 acres, about 23,265 scres of which will be in the Litf'l"/;

River watershed, and 22,005 acres in the San Juau watershed, The water

prof

13 secured by direct diversion from miscellaneous streams and the
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. ¢ diversion 1s estimated at 68,700 acre fost, of which 25,000 scre foet are e
from tributaries of the Little Colorado River, and 43,700 acre fest frcm BN

R \
tributaries of the 3an Juan, The averags anmal, diversion requirauent for the \\ \
ultinate area is estinated ab 226,350 noro feet, of which 116,325 asve Leot | )

will be from the Little Colorado River watershed and 110,025 usre fest from the

San Juan watershed.

Shiprock Projects Within the Navajo Resorvation in New Mexico, in the

vioinity of Shiprock, is a reasonably compast arez of potentially irrigable iand, L
somprising at least 70,000 acres, Irrigation ef this avea would require the |

construction of a ptorage reservoir on the Sen Juan, together with a sanal and

(-»m\ . laterzl system, ‘'fho Bureau of Realamation has studied the possibility of aons-
\ 1 tructing a 125,00 acre feat storage dam, on the San Jusn River near the Qolow

rado-New Mexico sta%e line, together with a diversion dam near Blanco and &

—

gravity conduit extending abouf 75 miles, to the land., . pumplng 1ift of about
100 feet would be required to irrigate part of the area which lies above the
b sondult location, The Indizn Service is astudying this pian and possible modifi~

+  oations £ it, The average annnal diversion requiremont for this project, regard-

less of the plan adoptad, would be approsimately 350,000 aors fest.

Monument Rogks Prolechy Within the Navajo Ressrvation, north of the San Juan
River, in a roasonably compact area of potentially irrigable land which is included
in the proposed development of the Animas-wlats Project pmpcud by ‘he Bursan
of Reclanation. This potentlially irrigable area totals 25,500 asres, It is
estimated that the average annual diversion requirement would amount to 127,300
acre feat, Detail surveye are r&quired in order to define the area and prepare

sost astimates, The cost of such surveys is estimated at $10,000.
¥ischllanecus $mall Projectst Within the Navajo Ressrvation in New Mexd go
are about 30 small irrigation developments, and several additional small projects
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sre proposed for development; The present irrigated area aggregates 12,000
aores, and the proposed additional developments total'lo;500 acros, making g
total aggregate area of 22,500 acres. The water supply is secured from the
8an Juan River and mni_\grons rdscellansous stroams tributary to the San Juan
River, fhe presdnt’i.vara’.go annual wiTevnion is 60'000 acre feet, and the
average anmial diversion roquirmont for the nltinte irrigatls avea is ostimated
at 112,500 acre fest. The dovalopmont cost o.f the:o ml) projocts, including
subjugating the land, is eotimated at about 32,000,000, although additional
surveys are required to define the M'md propare accurate cost estimates,
The cost of such additional studieés will be .approximately $10,000,
YIA: In Utah are four small projects on which ars now irrigated 455 acres
and which will ultimately be expanded to inciude 1,320 acres of irrigated land,
SUIMARY NAVAJOt 7The nesd for the full and early development of &ll feasible
irrigation projects on the Navajo Reservation is acute. 'With'in«the Navajo
Ragervation in Arirzona and New Mexico thors sre appraximtély 30,000 ‘acTve now

provided with irrigation facilities, Some of the many separate developmants .

are maraly £1lcod water projects, and are of litile values durf!ng yoars of extreme
drought, Addit.onal storage is required to provide & dependable water supply.
Additional subjugation work also needs to be done in order to conserve water
and make it possible for the Indlanas to carry on farming operations, With the
full development of all feasible irrigation units on the Kavajo in Arizona and
Nex Mexico, and Utah including the Momment Rocks area; the Shiprosk area, and
the miscellanecus 'amall project®, there would he a total of approximately
160,000 acres of irrigabls land avallnble for use by inese Indians, The estimated
cost of the new developments, including the subjugation of the land, is $27,000,000
or an average of about $200 per acre, for the new acreage. |

Living on and adjacent to the reservation are apprbzd.matol,y 52,000 Navajo
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7 about 11,000 faxilies, It is the obligaticn of the goveérnment to provide

‘ .

} thess people with resources sufficient for them to attaln esoncmic independens.
N st a Pmonabl' lta.ndé;rd'of 11\5'1'1:13" The ;Sroao'nt ‘varrying capacity of the grasing
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Indians, practically all of whom.ars full bloods. This population comprises

range zvailsble to then is oatimated at 611,000 aheop units, This would pormit
the grazing of approximately 70 sheep per Iami:Ly, wharoa.e at 1oast 400 ah«p pa
family are required to provido a ‘minimm standard of living. Assuming that 3,000
ot these Indisn families will find thelr way inte industry or otherxise sscure
their living off the rourva.tion, there rcma.in 8,,000 families to be xn'ovidod for.
With the rangs land divided equally they eould ieh have ‘not to m”d about 75

sheep per family. With the full development of all potentially 1rrigablc lands

totaling 160,000 aores, it would be poaaiblo to assign an average of shout 20 -
asres of irrigable land to each of the 8,000 !amiliea, in additfon to which each
family could grare an gverage of 75 shesp, This would not solve the total
sconomie problam of the Navajo, but it wonld riise their ﬁoéo‘nt standard of

14ving econsiderably, Many of tl>se Indie 3 ars in the armed services and m.ny ";'{j _
»‘““*k | mOre are engaged in war work, When the war is over and the..preae'nt war work | ‘u‘_\_'_ .
. w(} | '_ opportunities do not axist, these peojale must mmtably roturn to the reservation, |
Unless deiailed plans can be developad and sonstruction work started on these ; /.

proposed irrigation develormients immediately ifter cessation of hostilities, the
conditions en this rescrvation Wil be such as to require the expenditure of

large sums for reliaf or "mads work", This alternative must be avoided, 2
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