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I havo dlsoussed with Comiscioner Collier tho needs and pogude
bllities of irrigation development for the Nawajouve .The major pivjest
upon the San Juan Riwer, including ‘rans-mountsain diveraion for the
Yemnefit of the Rio Orande Valley, is on a costegoale too great for Qe
present yourss But there &s another group ef projects, aach one of
- ~ them partly Muilt already, whose oompletion would go far %o solve ths
: Xavajos! probm, and the cost of which would de nthar nodest, .

| BT . Within the reserwation iteelf, an oxpcndihxro ot %09‘000 windd
Lo T keing 6,000 sores wader irrigation, inorsaning the Nawjos! presmi

| S — erigated area by f£ifty per oonte The coat of npproximtcly 468 an

4 aore would imolude the "subluration” (leveling) of the lands Bubsisee
L ence farns for 800 families would be provided, and the Navajos would
L neet their own oosts of implements and housinge This wvery economioal
E S regult would be odbiained through msrely somplating the pu."mlly fine-
N A 1ahed Iruitland, Hogheok, and Many Farms projeotse

Outside of the reservation is the partially campleted Colorudo
River project at Parkor, Arigons. Here, 100,000 seres will be newly ,
irrigatods The lands delong to the Colorado River tribe, but thad !
{ribs will mllow the Rawajos, and other Indiens whose lands are inndee -
quate, to aolonize the projeots As many as 50,000 irrigated sores cam

bs pupplisd %o the Eavajoss :

The further amownt needed to eomplete this projeoct is 47,800,000,
of which, however, only $690,000 more is required for the fiscal year
1942 and 41,100,000 for the figoal year 19043, At this rats of apvro‘
priation, 6,000 4rrigated mores oould be made avallable for da
in the calendar year 1943, end each year thorsafter an addd
aoreage up to 10.000 agres oould bc btrought i.nm uses

I the projeots vhich 1 hore dnoribo are made pouiblo by the
Congress, the orisis wiioch the Navajos are faclng oan be mets In
offoot, their land«=base will have been oxpanded through irrigatioa
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in an omova’ equalling the eoomamio yleld of ten million additional
sores of gresing lande ‘

7hs Ravajos? income, Commissionsr Colller ¢slls me, ws in 1040
aearly 40 per cent greater than in 1033, But tw Yawajo pepulation
hsd fnoreased by 18 per cent since 1933, and & half-million dollars
of the 1940 inoome represented wages for defense construction at the
Yort viingate Army Post and s, accordingly, a tazporary incomse The
sitvation of this largest Indien tribe is indeed grawe Irrigation
development parallels soll oonservation as the dominant need and is,
in faot, the anly way to salvation, :

You will be interested, I beliswe, in a deomment which I em
snclosings It 46 & report By the Amsricen Assoolstion on Indian
Mfalrs, Incs, on Findsmentals of the Navajo Probleme It is brief,
yet cceplotes, and Lt is acourates

Eincerely yours,

(81gned) NAROLD Lo ICKES
Secrstary of the Interior.
Enclosure 2645609
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