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Professor Randolph C, Domnes
Departn:nt of History
Univeraity of Toledo
Toledo, Ohio
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Dear Fyofeasor Downeat

1 have your letter of August 16 regarding the praliminary draft of
your Havajo lieports I huve also rvcelived the ileport and have read it
with a grost deal of intersst, It seess {0 ms you havu suscesded in
toelling & difficult story 4n a vory interesting mennor, The following
goxusnts ara of fored for your consideration in preparing tho final drafts

On page 1 of the Introduction you diszuss the genersl smituation among
iy studfes indicate that approximately 56,000 Kavaje have -
presontly avajlable rescurces cuffislent to support at a mire subsistence
lovel only about one=half their nusber, with the result that practically
the entire tribe 4s sxdsting st a level only elightly aboro astual starve-
ticn, Incoms statinstics indicate that the sneusl Favejo incomd per famdly
varies from below {100 to over §2,000, dut my oxn oberrvation leads me to
beliova thut the stundard of living between the %100 aversze unnual incoms
group and the 2,000 averspe annual income group is less than $500, Ihia
is begause the Lavajo theory and practice ia for thoss who have, to shars
with those who have note Thie trsit Ls truc of Indiuns generally, but is
perheaps outstanidng among the Navajos Therefore, among thess psopls the
average annusl incowe for the group may be cenaidersd sowmowhere olose Lo
the average annual incocs per family, mhen the totul sverape docs not much
axcoed a bare subsistence lsvel,

On pages 36 to AO you diacuss ¢olonization un tho lNavajo Rezorvation,
You point out that the progruss in getting the Favajos to utilize irrigated
lund has been msager to datus Thot 12 corrsct, You also point cut that a
considerable nuabar of the sxell socalled irrigation developments are merely
flood wator projects which are of little or ne walue to tho Navajo exaept
during periods of relatively heavy rainfalls, That is aleo corrvct, There
is ono other reudon, nowever, why the lavujo have not made u bstter record
in {rrigetion, and although it S water under the bridge, 1 think 1t is
tuportant in uny considersiicn of what the Havajo aight do with Arrigated
land in tha future.

In 1927 to 1930 when nany of the irrigation developaents were started,
the lavajos wers promised that those who wished te settls on the proposed
Srripeted land would be assigned 20 acres per faally provided theoy agreed to
roduco their shesp and goatz to about 50 to 75 heads This many of them
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apread verbally to do 48 they realized at thut time that their ranges wors
overstockad, hon the time eame, however, to asaign the irrigable land,
cur policy had ghanged and the Indians wore thun told that they could have
enly 1C acres inptead of 20, and that they would be allowed to graze no
shesp insteud of 50 to 75,

- 2 say this 18 water under $he bridge begause our prosent policy 4n
this regard s to considor 250 sheep per farily 8 minimum peguiresent for
the fanily dopending wholly on shsep, and to sousider ons acre of Class )
frrigatod land equivalsnt to 6=1/4 sheep mnits, It is our present plan
to assisn driigated lund 4n uceordsnee with thia genoral foruuls, under
which an assismmont of 40 acros would bu xude a fow withoul ary sheep;
20 acres of irrigated land to a family which would bs permitted to grase
124 sheep, and 1C aores to 8 fondly which would be peradtted to grase
aboub 190 mhesp. Thess figures will cf ocourse vary scme, dopanding upon
tho class of land and its location, and ospecially its elaevalion.

#e ars now engugad in making an intonaive study of ol irrigatien
posnibilitiss on the Ravelo,-and hope L6 have @ well rounded plan for
dovolopment worked up within a yesre In this study we shall include
cortain flood watsr devalopments, but rather than eynsider them irrigation
units, wo will probably desirnate them ag range isprovencnts, on the theory
that whatever benefit thoy are to the Mevajos would merely bo one of augment—

iny the range.

I belleve Lhe sbove are the only comments I huve on your propesed report,
I think you have dene an exsallent Job snd 1 hopo your finul draft may be com-
plated soone @ shall meed all of the suppert possible to sell the ldea of
large scale Srrigation developments on the Navajo to the Congreas, which holds

the purse stringe,

Einocerely yours,

SIGNED

As L. Hathen
Chief Inzineer

¢

CV-6417-201

' NN003345



