
CARROLL HUDSON 
DEPUTY COYMIIIIONER 

OFFICE OF 

state pitutb ~omirtissioner 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 

J ~ n e  14, 1934. 

M r ,  Jas. G. Hunter, Supt., 
Southern Navajo Agency, 
Fort Defiance , Arizona. 

Dear Sir :  

On September 8th, 1932, t h i s  Department received a l e t t e r  from you 
r e l a t i ve  t o  our l e t t e r  of h l y  22nd, i n  which we advised you t h a t  upon in-  
ves t iga t ion  t h i s  Department had found tha t  a l l  of the land i n  Township 19  
North, Rawes 28, 29 and 30 East, and Tomshiy 20 North, Range 28 East, i n  
which area there  is i n  excess of eighteen sect ions  of S t a t e  land, was being 
used without payment of r e n t a l  by an Indian named Silversmith, who has re -  
ceived the f u l l  benefit  of t h i s  grazing l and  fo r  sometime. 

We also advised you t h a t  a t  t h a t  time there  were nearly two hun- 
dred Indian horses seen i n  one herd by ous men near  Sanders and tha t  these 
horses,  and other stock, vrera grazing a l l  of Township 2 1  North, Ranges 28, 
29, 30 and 31 East, a s  well as  Townships 22 and 23 North, Ranges 29, 30 
and 31 East. 

You advised us i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  t h a t  i t  mas your plan t o  d e  a 
thorough invest igat ion of t h e  range conditions i n  t h i s  l o c a l i t y  and t h a t  
t h i s  Department mould be no t i f i ed  of the information disclosed. We a re  
now advised tha t  t h e  United S ta tes  Indian Service i s  a t  t h e  present t i m e  
leasing t h e  ra i l road  land i n  these several townships from the Sante. Fe 
Pac i f ic  Railroad Company f o r  the Navajo Indians, i n  which townships the 
S t a t e  has school lands which we a r e  unable t o  lease  t o  other  p a r t i e s  due 
t o  the f a c t  tha t  t he  ra i l road  land is leased by tho Indians, W e  believe 
it is  only falr t h a t  the 1- lian service should l ea se  the S t a t e  l ~ n d s  i n  
these  townships so tha t  the  Indians receiving the henefit  frm such lands 
would be paying the  same r e n t a l  as paid t o  the S t a t e  by other  c a t t l e  
and sheep men i n  t he  various p a r t s  of the  State.  

m i 1 1  you kindly give this mattes your consideration and advise 
t h i s  Department regardin& same. 
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