
Fort luinmte, Jt3.y 7. 1932 

Dr , Dennett presented mil-consemat ion progrm~ proposed 
for the Navajo Resemtion and proposed thut an area be sat aside 
for qerimmtal p q o s e s ,  llexican Sprinfis, 

Ur. ?euffer discussed water development work propoeed for 
the reservax,fon under the Public Pi0*8 Adminiatration progron, 
Stated you would try t o  build $29 rasenoirs ,  250 springs, 200 
deep -. 

Besolut ion t q ~ i n o u s l y  tadopted far the e&ablishment of 
an erosion-control exporJlsentel station, k c a t  ion yet t o  be 
selected. 

Jake Morgan proposed that if the Southern EJaraJo did not 
acoept thia expsriElbnta1 rstation t o  give it t o  the Northern Ntr-  
t a j o .  



~Chabgcan oponod meothg,  indicating need for range-managw.ent 
cmtrol and ata4nd that t h e  Navajo8 should take the in i t ia t im.  

Gmdssioner atates exergency caneervaLion and the prcypm 
outlined would aontinuo. 

Neuffer hdicaterr $943,000 to  be spent on new irrigation 
depelopmant 8. 

Caniseioner d a t e s :  W e  hope t o  create about l!ibOO(i new 
acres of lmd. Ra are going to go tile l i m i t  .?n enploying Navajo 
Indiana. 

Dwhg the next 2 rears S o n  Concomation Service will spend 
~1,250,000, 

CcEuniasioner then otit l h e d  t h e  need for orosiori control, 
"If yau are g o b 4  to  rsaapture your aamged land, you are 60Lq t o  
have to cut'donn the nmber of sheep and you w E l  b.ve to cut dwm 
the  mk~i.. of your goats. The Governlent has authority t o  Ilu~Lt 
your herds and put the entbm force of t h e  Federal. l a w  back of its 
orders, but the Gmrmmt doesn't #ant t o  do that, in the cage of 
the 1Jnvn,408 and the I'ueblos, 17;e are not go- to use caapuloion 
on pou o v a  thou& it n!.,~ht look like we should, You m u s t  a t  d m  
your sheep by gt leaot  200,000 heaci and r o w  goats by at least 
20(),0(#) hcsd and por~ienently hold your goats t o  a total of 10,000 
to 80,000 head," 

Henry T a l h a n ,  delegete f r m  Southern Navajo ststes t Wnderr 
no considertition nil1 the Mavajos favor redtiction of t h e i r  
Upbasia noed for orosion control. S u g p ~ t s  that  Rava,jos go off the 

. re~erv;~tion and lease land, 
0 

Chee Dodge discusees the, pr ice  offamd for shegp, Object8 
jl 

' 

$1 $0 $3.. 30 for ewe8 ia not enough. If you gim 3 n d h  
s 
t 

' price, you w i l l  get a bf g sale, but i f  your prim, ia low you 
a& -t on ly  c u l l a  from $he herd, You w i l l  not ba ~~dw;Peng ,mw i 
she* all.% 

Zsh etatea ernergencry i v l i e f  w i l l  be g?.zd t o  pay ft?jJ. market 
pric., market price for ewes i s  1i cento per pound, 



Resolution unanimouoly passed th- Cmiridaslonsr of  
Indian Affairs for what he had done f o r  thsn. 

Note: As a remilt of the agme~,sra't mda kt the Tuba City xaeotiryk 
and signad at Fort Dsfianco, 86,000 eheep m a  sold (14,OW Mdff 
the quota set for t h o  various subr?iv;leione. 



.. . 
:t* Tho principal t op i c  ma range contrul and the mducticm in 

tha mambep af goat8 on the resenation, 

Yr, Stewart u a u r e d  the Nan30 delegates that in his o p b  
ion the boundarg bill and aontinued l a n d  ixqroyment would not be 
reallzed unleoo mnge control mare affected, 

Fmd Oklson, Aelegc\te ilrm bpi., stated that mge incm.a 
which had bean introduced on tlie r e s s ~ r i t l ~ n  and whicl; hod been 
given tho  Navajos did not replkce the sheep and eoats. 

Comiaaiontw Collier ren~inieusd on h i s  atn.talient ~acfe 8t 
l'ube City c o n c e m h ~  the necessity of d i p o s h g  of 200,000 shoep 
and 230,000 goata, A maolution was intmduced which stated t h a t  
it uae imperative that the boundmy b i l l  be snactod at tho etirlieat 
poaoibla data!$ t h a t  erosion 'and r m p  control should be continued 
and further that stock reduct ion as e x p W  d by the C~uliliusionor 
and his staff should h k e  place, Further t h t t  council aelegetm 
ahould re turn  to their hones I n  order to explxin t o  their people 
what had been ugreed at t h o  mot-  so that they could devise ~ r < r s  
and liuans of d f o c t i r ~  the pit-mcfuction plrin, A? armxkcat hiss . 
ptased providirig that any Cmlly having 100 or l e m  sheep shoxld be 
ex- fran any reduction. F'urther t h a t  i n  f1oci:s nmbricr less 
than 100, the mjori ty  of which laiphC be goats, t h ~ t  these gwts 
would be purchaeed frm Che smll mrLero and that  sheep woad be 
given by the large owners t o  thaeo ar..all omem relet=aing goats anri 
the larce miera  rrould dispose of t h e  goats 80 acquired, This 
raaolution m a  unani~miuly adoptad, This prt of reduction me never 
carried out. 



Tho c h a h m  introduced tho pet-mductbn question. 
1. 

Todeatina Cheschillie opposes the resolution adoptad at 
Fort Dofiance. States we don't w+r t o  sell our goats, Ko are 
not ;ra!:hg anyone t o  buy our goatu. Further tht the people ir. 
t h i e  didriat a m  not i n  favor of t h e  plans t h ~ t  have beon put 
bfom them (the~ii  ncuniqr t h e  tribal council). lie ststas further 
thaL t h e  people f=onerally ale ~; ,~)ooec!  to goat roducti.on, 

Marcus Kmuho, prosant acthi3 cldn--sn of the tribe1 cob?- 
cil, suggested C b t  orle of t h e  i:,ethods oi lt l ined at tho  Fort llef i- 
muo meeting be arriod ou2r Hardy that tho fioney m u l d  be 
loaned the tribal oouncil and churpd t o  oil royJties, This xoncjT 
t o  be ueed t o  purchase goats. 

In this olesting Er. Jiric Johnson, raqo eurtliner, axplaincd 
to the Indime the  necsfiaity for continuod reduction and otated 
that it was apptrent , f rarr, ranq;e surveys nhich had bee& L-,tdc, t!lc 
number of breading ewes ~ h i c h  could b k q t  cm t h e  rcsarv...tlon 
vmld qqmaxhste 400,000 uaita. 

Henqr Tdiman srgqeated t kt a count be id . e  flock LJ 
flock and that  the dippjnt. record not t>s acce$ed. 

Jake Morgan then atated: "It seam unfair for the  poopla: 
to back down an the reaolutiona passed at F o r t  Ikf iance. Lr, 
Talhm indicates th&t the U~v&308 wrrre not honest e n o ~ l i  t o  
briw i n  their sheep t o  be ciippod. He fuz%har sugpstet! an 
approyd- of t h e  reduction and acceptance of tho  dippirq records 
aa being accurate.r Resolution was urmlr .0~~1~ adopted by w t ~ i d i  

the NevaJoa w e a d  t o  carry out the resolution u.ade st Fort 1)ilfi- 
m c e  . 
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he Kepmr, Cany 10-l2-, 1934 "7 -. * on, July 

I 

It n. w e d  the tribal oouncil that t h q  r ~ & d  u w p t  
tha oontrttct which b d  b a n  w n n p d  by the Secrehrg of A g T i c u l t w e  
and the Caioaiamioner of Indian Affairs, rrhemby the 3 e c r e t a ~  of 
Agriuulture would buy frau the NavaJos 150,000 e a t s  and up t o  w,000 
rhesp. A pruvfsion ma included in this agmru~ent d m e b y  the Nava- 
30s mre t o  eautmte all goata durin(! the te rn  of this a ~ e z e n t ,  
except those which were t o  be used for the production of a d l c h  
goat strain. This resolution was ~ m L a o u s l y  approved, bdt nnsver 
amried ah. 

Addit,ional water  develop~~enta enc! dippine vat8 ware dia- 
cussed and requestad by the  NavaJos. (Tuo hundred and forby wells 
lmve beon drilled and 20 additionel dippinp: vats aonstmcted; 
14S,003 amts m d  50 ,OM allso;) wera so ld) .  

Variotle i';eti lods of estkbUshirlg b e e  pref arence r ichtr j  uero 
discuueaci. Chee Dodge stated that paople uould not hccept any agree- 
r~mt P;fleroby they muld be forced t o  pay grazine privSleflos. 

In the fal l  of 1935, $250,000 was ancunbered kf lbderal 
ijIllergency &lief A&thistraticn for purahaee of sharp arid gotits fop 
relief alaughtw, Navajos mold only 26,000 head. 



. "  . 
.\ . . 

In the interim between the meet- held at Keama July 1, 
1935, a gradual opposition had been oryetalliehg on the reaervntian 
opposing the  iuioption of rango regulotionr;, The opposition was can- 
tered cn the S o i l  Coneemation Service. Thia cone about because the 
X n d h  fe l t  that the 3o;U Conserwtion Service uao s u ~ g e e t N  moat 
of the reduotian and that if the Soil Conesrrction vmre forced off 
t h e  reoerrction uo furthex -aductione would be requested. In order 
to met these criticism a . ~  t o  define Indian Service policies, th 
Casnt~iesioner u e t  with the tribal ccruzlcil J m ~ 2 v  25, 1936, 

1, Cmdssioner atated t h s t  Secretaries Ickes and Yiellaca 
wepa in c q l e t e  agroment and unity abotit tho c a t t a r s  concerrhg 
grazing and range regulations which is t h e  lam for t h o  Navajo Tribe, 

. 2. Pointed out tMt the Navajo ranga-corltrol pro,Wrcs h m  
been md cre Indian Sordce and Intorior 3o;~artc;mt program, 

3. Pointed out that the conaomtion policy of the whole 
Oovernolent is this t That whtsmver the (iovsnumt controlo  an:; 
land that ki LeeC for c;-azirlg tllorl tlx ruromt of stock hae t o  be 
kept dorm to the nwbor t h ~ l t  i:U1 not d e s t r o ~  t h e  l a n d  but ~3.11 
allow the grcas  t o  grow. 

4. Pointed out t h i s  policy of cmserviitici~ ~ ~ u l d  cor ; tk i -a  
regardless of po~lsible administrrit.ive clmng!m and indlczted t h a t  the  
two de:..rtrmnto of the Go~crri~ent  w o r l ; t g  on the r~sarvatiori wore i r ;  
cmplete ~ c c o r d  m d  imre ecsentially one scrvtce. That t he  5011 
Cowervation Service io on the rotrervation r;.t the r e q w s t  or' t h e  
Interior ire+rt~..ont arid not 63 a rivid duplicate aexvice . 



. . . . ?  Rerobtion Adopted by the Navajo Tribal Council at F& -$a, N.  ax. 
v 7 & 8 ,  1932 

4;' . . .., ,..,.*, :;;t . , 
:" ' 

RBXREAS it is pnerally known that the various proceesse of soil 
.a erosion have becme utremdy serious in many parta of the 

&vajo aounltry, and that unlese eound plans for the con- 
trol of this oroeion are developed and c m i a d  into pme- 
t i w  without further delay, the greater portion of the 
meelltat ion a o U  w i l l  bu dac~aged beyond repairt  Them- 
fore, be it 

IWOLVED B THE HAVAJO TRIBAL COUNCIL 3D3 COUNCIL ASSEL'BLU, that 
the plan of the I)ovment to t e s t  out ori suitable amas 
every prac t iod   leth hod for arresting, reducing, or ottiemiso 
oheckdng the destruction of land b,. erosion be, and i a  here- 
by approved; be it fu.rther 

mOLVBD, Tha t  the Ooverrslent be, end is hereby, ellowed to select 
e representative Erea or locali ty within  t h e  resendion 
for the estaU.iahment a d  operirtion of an erosion-control 
 tati ion, provided that the consent, of the people living 
on or hwing control wer the pmpoaed area or locitlity 
be first obtained. 



WEilEAS the  member8 of t he  Navajo Tribal Council have hoard and cwo- 
fully conaidered the p r o p m  of hprovei~onta submitted by t h e  
C d e e i o n s r  of Indian nff a irs  t and 

W H E W 8  rrs have found t ha t  this progrm be of great benefit to 
all the Narajo people and help t h m  make a be t t e r  l iv ing on 
this r e  aervat ion a Theref ore be it 

RESOLVED, t h a t  we strongly approve of the prapoeed land purohases and 
extensions and urgently requeet C o n p a s  t o  pass the necoasary 
lam and appropriate the furlcis necsssary to c ~ u ~ y  out th i s  
progmua; be it further 

RESOLVED, That wo approve of the  Cawmissioner'a p h  t o  give t h e  en- 
tire Navajo Ration one ndniiniatrative head and to extend the 
benefit of t h e  Indian Office services Lo the mute p h s  of 
t h e  reeervation now badly negloctod;  be^ it further 

RESOLVED, T h ~ t  tm, hearti ly  approve of the project t o  build 70 
rohools .h our country, thuer not only giving all our children 
h chance t o  get an educ~tion nithout being separated frm 
the i r  f d e o ,  but a l e0  extending hoalth and hm.e-r:;&dng 
service8 t o  every part of the  land; bc it further 

R?!!OLW, That  we q r e e e  our hearty thanks t o  the Govcmui~nt for the 
p a a t  help ~ i v e n  t h e  Kavajos throw11 the kere;enc,v Coneerva- 
tion Work which has helped our YOWliY rim t o  earn w u @ ~  evon 
when they were facing povortg and dietreos beciiuss our sheep, 
our wool, and our b1nnl:ets b m u e h t  ur, olmoot nothing and our 
craps h ~ v e  been wry poor; be it further 

RESOLVED, That we thank tho Indian Comiosiones for gettin& us n l a r p  
appropriction w i t h  which t o  build i rr igat ion works that or i l l  
enable 3,000 Ni~vnjo f arfiliaa t o  plant crops on 5 newly ~XTL 
&ed ncras for  etch fauily; ba it further 

REOmL;D, T h t  we hembi ly  approve of the Indirn Cmibsi0ner18 policy 
to b u i l d  t h e  new schools, tho roads, tirid irr igat ion works 
through tho lcbor of our men end t o  hnvo t h w  work under t h e  
direation of Navajo f omton whenever possible; and be it further 

WOLVED, That m upprovo of t h e  g r e ~ t  promar: nhe?ebj+ the OaPenrcant 
w i l l  spend rxore than a clillion doUllrs t o  stop t h e  washing 
&my of our soil and bring back the p a s s .  'Go pmdse t h e  

the help and ussitstance of the Navajo people L? 
thie great urndertaldng t o  s w e  o u r  ha;,eland from dertruction 
through eroeion, and we will a u U t  t o  nll- of our p q h  that 
p a r t  of the emdon-control psogru. which haS t o  do with over- 
g r a t i n g  and stock reduction, urging our people t o  follow the 

-7 

oounoel of the %lee rnen who urp tliiO step. T?e abo & p p r m  
of tho Guver;klsnt,~ plan t o  eutablidi more & r a b i b n - ~ Q n t r o l  tnd 
rangmianagarnent axper*in~ental areas lute the onc at Nexican 
Sprhqe ,  md rocmend tht our people cooperate wi th  the 
Omer~ttsnt i n  the  establitihent of these 



I,..: . . 
4 . . - .  . .I.&' ,, . . . 

. t', . -  . %, - '  

Resolution. Uavajo Tribal Council. Adopted a t  Fort hf Lnor. : Maroh 12-13.1934 
< . .  . .. . . . .... i 

I 

mWS the WaraJo Trim Council hes heard and carefully con3iderad the a 
7- t .  

program of future employment of Navajo Indians on r e ~ e m t i o n  hprove- 
,, / 

mant mrlc and especially is hprassed with and is appreciative of tho 
proposed reservation bounderg extension, which involves a total appro- 
prioti.cn of appraxinntely $l.,000,000; Therefore, be It lf 'I"" ' - ; 

RESOLVED, That the Navdo CouncU a@es that it i a  bperative that. the 
bound- b i l l s  be enacted at the earliest poesible date, and 
in order that Congmes uar be assured t h a t  the 2kvajo people 
realize that in appreoiatim of the  large grant8 of free or 
natuity stroney involved therein; bo it futher 

T h a t  tJle Navajo Tribal Council apeeo t h ~ t  erosion control 
and r w  control should bo mrried on as axp:.nhed by the 
Carnissioncr and his  staff, snd, furthor, t h ~ t  stock reduation 
aa eqlained by the Ccumiaoioner and h i s  stiiff should take 
place, w i t h  tho understanding that ths Council d e l e ~ a t s a  w i l l  
roturn t o  t1;air  pocpla i n  o d o r  t o  oxplah  the propwals so t h a t  
the Navajo people hay considsr t h e  natter m d  devise nays and 
measia of effecting consuim.tion of the etocl;, or p a t ,  re&&- 
t h  pl*., 

Arnendmgltt Prwided that any fmUy having 100 sheep or leso number 
shall be e m p t  frm any reduction; but t h i a  provision a h d l  not 
apply t o  thoae h ~ i ~ b  a total head of 100, a mjor i ty  of which am 
goats, In mch caaes the goate ~ h d l  be purchased and in return sheep 
of equal volue sh;iU. dlno be purcksed f m  Isrge stock owner8 and 
given t o  the fanily whose total head rmo 100, but who s o u s  his 

-4 coats. Pruvided further, that leqp dock m e r s  a b P l  d l  ouoh 
gwta eo purchased fracl mill hords, 
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jt, T h e  exeautive night easrrion was closed t o  all whites excqt 
Lir. Stewrt, and wrca attended by practicaw a l l  tho asambled Zn- 
dieas. The goat reduotion p~ogram was the only m t t c r  taken up e t  
this seesion and vurious mya and noana were disoussed relotivo to 
raieing the necesmqy fun& t o  purchaae the 150,000 goata agreed t o  
bg the aouncil a t  the Fort Defianrp nesting, It was f inal ly  con- 
cluded and w e d  by the council, which paasec! a resolution t o  t h e  
effect that  the ComdaarS.oner of Indian Aff~irs :ma suthorired k, 
take w o h  steps aa m y  be necessary looking toward. obtaining a m- 
imbursebla loan fran the Govenrcent In the mount of $225,000 with 
whiuh t o  purohaere %ha g a t e .  2W.a amount of money t o  be mhburosd the 
Qolpsm-ent f r a  future t r i b a l  o i l  mytilt ieu 

This pmpoaal ::.as abondoned when it was f m l d  05.1 royaltien 
lnonsg was not nvailnbla for thia puvosc,  Lator it developed thrlt 
t h i a  atoak aould be purchased wi th  Federal karpncy  Relief 4dr.his- 3 tration funds. 


