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DSPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
INTIAY FIELD SERVICE

Bouthern Navajo Agenoy,
Fort Dofience, Arisoena
June 12, 1951,

i

Mre He Co Noulfer, Bupervising Engineer,
Fifth Irrigation Distriet
Albugwerqua, Ne M.

Doar Mr. Neuffer;

A St days ago Mre Zeh of the Fomstry office, and Mr. Womack
of the Irrigation Servics, visited this agency and discucsed with
me tho problems of water development md range control. Spsoial
attontion was given by us in dotermining the type of develomaut
which should be wmdertalen in considoeration of our nsaeds and funds.

: I an of the opinion that the construoticn of reservoirs will
be very practicable, provided that these reservoirs are deep, and
that proper spillways are builte. Zhoy ;must be deep eancugh, and
have sufficient eapaoity to last from one ssason to ths next. The
sonstruotion of such dams would, in my opinion, necesgitate the

use of tractors rather thean Indisn teema. The type of resarvoir.
whioh oould be built with Indian teams would be of such texporary
and unosrtain waluo as to be practioslly worthless. The amll
teams, sven tho beat of them, cammot pull dirt to ths top of a high
dana. If the purpose of tho expsnditure of cur monoy was to furmigh
employment to Indians, this type of oonstruction would probably be
advisable. However, as I understand it, the purposes is to develop
permansnt wator, and if this is donms heavy ¢  dpment will Do re-
quired. I do not beliewe that the Indiana genorally will object to
the use of trastors, for they realize that the matter of great im-
portance is to develop water, and not furnis! employment.

Thars will, no doubt, be locations where Indian tearms scan be
used to 1ome extent. Thore will also be opportunity to employ
quite & muber of Navejos in the riprappirg werk roquired, and also
in digging the shallow wells throughout the territory developed.

Rather than spend the money in shallow reservoirs bullt by
Nuvnjes, I think 4t would be highly advisable to purchase navessary
equipment for drilling desp wells, and expend the avalilable funds
in oarrying on <ich a program of work. However, our problem is to
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make the greutest possible area of renge lands available for wse
in the shortesat possible time, and 4n view of limitod funds 4¢
appears that goastrusting deep reservoirs md dgring shallow wells

would be the adrisable plan to follow at this tines Whenever
weter g doveloped g0 as o make tho differsnt seoiions of the
range av-ilable I s quite eeriain that wory 1itil> diffioulty
will be enoountered in regulating the movement of stook over the
rmge. The Indians, through their Chapter cgmnizations, are very
dofinitely realising the need of concerted snd dmmediato sstiom 4n

this matter, . 1 i

1% i3 believed that the greatest nssd for watsr development
on this jJurisdiction exists in the southwastern svetion, wnd 4t is
ths plen, as devalopod by Hr, Zeh, Mr. Womack and mysolf, to con-
eentrate cur efforts in developing sdequate water through that
country during ths first year's warks

Yory truly yours, ‘
(sgd.) JOHN G. HUNIER

John G, tfunte:s,
JOi-FREH Superintendent.
003 Mr, He Je Hagerman, . '
jr. ®m, He Zeh,

Mr. Ay Ho Homaok.
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