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HOPI INDIAN RESERVATION

The Hopl Reservation 1s a part of the large

. Nava jo Jurisdiction. It is bounded on the north and west

by the Western NavajJo, on the east by the southern Nava]o
and on the south by the Leupp jurisdiection and state, pri-
vate and railroad lands, The total area 1s approximstely
£ 1/4 million acres. .

This reservation roughly divides itself into two
range types, the low land or grass area and the grass supe
porting conifer area on Black MNesa. The grass arca 1s ap-
proximately one r:1f of the total surface area, the hale
ance 1s largely scattered juniper and pinion which supports
good grass but as the elevatlion gets higher to the north
and east the pinion gets heavier and consequently the grass
doesg 2ot flourish, In the N, E. portlon of the Reservae
tion are several small ereas of yellow pine. This plne 18
very short and scettecred and does not occur in a sufficiente-
ly lerge body to be merchantable., The pinlon and juniper
£ind good use in fencing materisl, fuel and constrintlion
material for the hogans., Along the south portion of the
reservation are numérous mesa= which are largely covered
with pinion and Jjuniper. Contrary to common bellef the
Indiens graze thelr etock in the low land curlng the sume
mer. and move into the mesas and highe: elevations in the
winter, This 18 due to the faot that there is no water
in the higher altitudes until ths snow appears. ILikewlse
the Indian finds shelter and fuel in the higher elevation
which 1s rather scarce on the prairie.

The whole reglon dralrs In ‘a south westerly
direction. The principal Frainage courseg are the fole -
lowling washess Peshblto Vash, Jadito ¥ash, Polacca Wash,
Oraibl Wash, Dennebito Wr.h and the Moencopi Wash, All
these washes head in the K., E. portion of the Reservae

tion and form large valleys which cut through the Black

Hesa, - = -

-

< oy,

' There are fal.'ly good roads entering the Resei'-
vation from Holbrook, Wi.\slow, and Flagstaff, These have
a8 thelr destination Keams Canyon, Polaceca or Oraibl.

L There 4s & road . ending from Keams Canybn to
Gonado and Gar.o *o the Za°t and Tuba City to the west,
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Numerous mproved trails give aogess to the more isolanted

trading post scattered over the Reservation., The astatoe-
ment made about the roads on the Western Navalc and the
Whole Kavajo Rerarvation also holds good on the Hopls
The naed for good roads is apparent everywhere aud to
anyoody traversling this vast reglon,.

The grass area :ln the aouthern and south weatern
portlon of this reservatlion looks better than sty area @f

- 11ke slze anywhere on the Navaejo Reservation. The grass

looks good and there sesms to be sufficlent fsed to cerry
the atock through the winter. The northern snd northeoaate
ern portlon doss not look qulfe 80 gzood and in particular
the valleys formed by the varlous washes named above,
Naturally this part of the Reservation ls considerably

rougher and more unproductive than the low lands to the

Nevertheless the harmful detriwmental conditions
created by overgragzing are not only damwgiing the nortnern
area but also the southern area of the Hopl Reservatlon,

Erosion ia taking heavy toll of the grazing areas
in the Black lMese reglon. Due to the topography of the
country comparatively small areas are good notentlal prase
ranges. These are found in the valleys through whlch the
washes run. oince the best grass usually 1s found In these
valleys we fina there overgrazed condltions in the worst
forms. A3 a resuit of this overgrazing, destructive eros=
jon will become more apparent each year cutting dahd washing
eway much of the valleys and destroying the same tor use
as ranges Likewise an examination of many of these valleys
reveal the faot that weeds are largely supplanting the use=
ful grasses, thereby perceptibly cutiting down the carrylng
capacity of the avallable range areass

Tt 15 estimated that between 5% and 10% of the
total acreage 18 in waste land and inaccessible areas.

‘These areas ars found along the slopes of the Mesas, in

the washea and densily wooded ﬂlOPGBn.

There are & total of 123,721 aheep and goats @1

the HOP1. 26.5% of this amount are goats, m total of 32,795

goats, leeving a balance of 90,026 sheep, The general apo
pearance ¢of the bands of sheep and goats riseubles those of
¢ other reservations within the Navajo region and many or
.  Tlocks show results of introducing good bucks, The.
BC. *nfestationz due to a very actlve intereat of the Sups
eriatindent ia thls mattc;, 13 fax' 1eS° prevalent on thﬂ
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Hopl than on sany other admini.trative division of the Have
ajo Reservation. The infestation by bands was only 3% and
by count 7% as compared to 16 and 21% on some of the other
‘Jurisdictions. There are 5 very well constructed Vats

' : serving the Indlans for sheep dipping and with the addition
! of one ¢r possibly two vats this Reservation will be falre
f 1y well equipped especielly if only one dipping will be
required after the scab 1s controlled, The Jadito Vat was
overworked which directly reflects on the condition of the
range in the vieilnity, R0«25,000 sheep to any vat. for one
dipping should be all that aeed to be required. To double
that amount will work too great & hardship on the ttock
and tho range as well, The range in the vicinlty does not
suffer from overgrazing as much es it £oes 'rom the trompw
ing of ton many hoofs,

1 The estimated number of cattle owned by both
) Navajo and Hopl 1s 6,500 head., Of this amount & little
; more thar_x 50% 18 owned by the Hopl,

The *>tal number of horses on the Hopl is not
definitely kno 1 but an estimate places thelr number at
approximately ..., 000 head. MNost of these are of very
little value.

The solution of the problems as to erosion and
overgrazing on the Hopl 1s very simllar to that aiglicable'
to the VWestern Navajo and the Navajo Reserv.tlon genere

- a1l and will not be mentioned here as 1t woald simply be @&
repetition of what has been sald about the Western Navajo,.

In one respect, the Hopl 1s different from the
Yestern Navajo in thav iu has a larger Hopl Population
than the samo., The Hopl are practically concentrated 4n
the central past of the Hopl Reservatlon in villages on
top of the mesa, In all, the Hopl occupy not more than
‘approximately 600,000 Acres of the whole 2 1/2 millfion.
The balance of the territory 1ls all utlilized by Navajo.
The total Hopi population on the Hopl Reservation is 2,238
Hopi and the population of the Havajo is 4,030 Navejo,.
This i1s practically 1/8 of the total Navajo population.
The Hopi are not a nomadie people end natuvrally do not
spread out over the country as much as the Navngo. The
sheep and goats as well as thelr horses anl cattle appear
zery much ¢
lo0.
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However, due to the general traits and charaoteristics
of the Hopi it 18 apt to be a more difficult problem to
teach them new grazing methode than the Navajo.

There are two men available for stockwork.

One is located at Hotevilla and one et Kesms Canyons Due
to the work st the dipping vat and the large amount of
police duty which falls to the lot of the stockmen lesa
than one mans time can be charged ageinst stock work. The
great need of additional stock men and the deplorgble fact
that due to lack of adequate personnel, the superintendent
has to make police mon out of theilr stockmen, has been teken
up in the general report on the Navajo and will not be re=

peated here,

Mr. Miller Superintendent on the Hopi Indian Ree
servation, pointed out very cleerly to the wrlter that with
the large I‘L.VB.JO populsation on h. furlsdloetion, not one
stockman was avallable to work ano.. thems

During a recent local Navsjo Councll meeting, the
heed men voted:to ask the Indian Offlce for three more stock=
men. The great need for competent men to do good work among

. the Navajo and to help in the proper utlilization and managoe

nent of the range 1s apparent everywhore.

The matter of water development holds Just as ife
portant & position on the Hopl as it does on the Western
Navajo.

~———

' The needs for the ccming year have been estimated
et $20,000 for the development of new tanks and the repair

. and maintenance of o0ld plants,

In addition to the @20 OOO needed which 1s to be
expendéd for the use of the Navajo an'additidnal’yf,C00 i
required for maintenance and repalr of water plants on tere
ritory directly occupiled by lopl Indlans, _

Drilled Artesian Wells : 4
Drilled VWells with Windmills 33
Dug Wells o 18
Troughs o - 2B L
Catch basing S § IR
S8torage Ragarvdiea - = : 10 -
Springs developed j. R - S
- et 13837
S e A T MR 2 B0

The water developed to date consists ot' the follov-
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A1l water development on the Hopi should be nccording
to recommendations made in the general report covering

the Navajo Juriedictiona

Due to the fact that = henvy anowstom brought
a1l f£ield work to an end a few deys after starting the work
on the Hopl, it was not posalble to obtain sufficlent data
on the number of Torage aores and actual carrying eapacity
of the Reservation as & whole., ‘

For the same reason as mentioned above, no come
plete data 1s avallable as far as rodent control 18 cone
cerned but inaemuach as the Hopl is surrounded by infested
sreas there are no doubt areas of more or less serious
rodent infestation all through the reservation. Several
such areas were noted along the washes cutting through

Black liesa.

" It 1s thorefore belloved that the general rodent
1nfes'catlon Justifiea the application of the recommsndations
nade for the Navajo Country relative to rodent ersdication,
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