
D E P A R m  OF ThTE INTERIOR, 

. UNITXI! STATES INDIAN SZRVICE, 
Sub3 ec t : 

Contro l  of water  sitpply 
for Indiana by Gooe rn- 
ment and i s s u e  of sheep Tuba, Arizona, 
and goats  t o  Moencopi 
Indims . May 4 ,  1908. 

The Hon. Commis8ioner o f  Indian Mfaf r a ,  

Washington, D,C. 

Sir: 

X X X X X X X X 

The water supply for the l a n d s  now under c ~ l t i v a t i c ) n  

must come from a s p r i n g  n e a r  the v i l l a g e  and from sp r inge  in 

Reservoir  Canon noioth of t h e  v i l l e e .  None of th is  water i s  

included i n  any al lotment .  Eeservoir Canon comprierea about 

250 acres o f  land w i t h i n  i t s  w a l l s ;  I would auggest t h a t  this 

Canon be d e c l a r e d  a Reserve; that t h a  r e s e r v o i r  now t h e r e  be 

improved m d  en lwged ,  s o  i t  would accumul~te the f l o w  o f  the 

s t ream for s i x  montha, i f  necessary; t h a t  a canal be cons t ruc ted  

from t h e  r e a a r v o i r  t o  the Hopi f i e l d s  below; t h a t  t h e  250 acree 

of land w i t h i n  t h e  Canon he p l a n t e d  t o  f o r e s t  trees auch as 

s o f t  maple, mulberry, b lack  l o c u s t ,  homey l o c u s t ,  p o p l a r ,  

balm of Gile&d, e t c .  

The canon i 8  sub- i r r iga ted  and would pro&ics 30,000 

trees without loss of water t o  the f i e l d e  as e v a p o r a t i ~ ~  would be 

checked; i n  10 years t hese  t r e e a  would be worth from $1.00 -to  

$2, each; t h e  young t r e e s  could be sold t o  Ind ians  f o r  trans- 

planting on t h e i r  a l lo tmenta ;  o the r  t r e e s  would yield fence p o s t s ,  



whioh would also sell readily, as the reservation i s  nearly 

destitute of  poet timber; a competent man could be placed i n  

charge of t h i ~  reserve; i n  addition t o  caring for the t r e e s  he 

could d i s t r i b u t e  t h e i r  water t o  the Hopis; the water being on a 

Government Reserve and under Government control and distribution,  

each Indian would g e t  hia j u e t  proportion; a t  the same time the 

man i n  charge of  the water could enforce rsgulatione that  would 

prevent the waste of water, and which wo,uld require the Indians 

t o  put their lands i n  propey condition, f o r  the economic use of  

water , 

These Hopi Indians know nothing whatever about the 

proper u s e  o f  water; and i n  this they do not d i f f e r  from other 

Indiana or even from many white farmers who attempt to farmby 

i r r i g a t i o n .  
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Very respectfully,  

Matthew M. Murphy, 

S p c l .  P l l o t l . i n g  Agent. 


