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“Reetern Navajo DEPARTMENT OF T ° INTERIOR
.reservstion.

. can not be obtained elsewhere on the re; serva

]

UNITED STATES INDi. .« SERVICE

Moencpi Wash farm X '
and irrigation. Port Defisnce, Arizona,

October 16, 1918.

The Commiseioner of Indisn Affairs,

Weshington, D. C. . .

Sir: _
The Moencori Wésh ferm ie edout tvo and & hulf miiés :[.’rom't‘he

school, &nd is conducted for the duel pwpose of msintensce of the

school and agency, and for demons‘tration"p';lrposes.
26 whet few Indisns who -

I wae told -thet

is in evidence &s to the latter\ purpose,
now. engage in ferming yprectice thelr o0ld mthods, ,
Indisne who were employed on the ferm andrho were there Ijqqﬁired
to plant in modern method would go home &b plant their own erons

in the o0ld Indien way. We must expact, hm‘ver, that in time the;}

will yield to improved methods if sveh prosmore productivé. It

ie gquite probable one feason for them not jdng:ing is that there is

. no one working with them in their owvm Term®rk to insist on them

using better methods. The demonstrat i'on‘ ne2 be followed up by

efforts of farmers werking with the Indiens.’

As & meintenance project the farm i&{out bfeakirig even,
] . L : - T

s best one can determine. tere it rwma &8 a::'ive.te enterpriéé'*it

sould be made to pay, but run &B & 2Cve arnmentxdertaking the cosf '

naturally rung high. But 1nasmuch &8 freed leoduced thpre Whicn

‘bhus neoevsitatmg

imnorting from the rgilrosd at great expense ;«-. farm should be '
i
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; maintained es & goﬁernment enterprise until ‘the Indiaﬁs,qan bg.ix
brought to pruduce sufficient feed to snpply ell. deman&s;

4 diversion dem was built across the Jash a few years ago

erd & cenal dug at considerable expense. These were expected

to rrovide water for the farm, and also for some Indian femilies

livinz below: the ferm, probably two hundred acres, as beet I coulu

* learn. A portion of the dem hae been we3hed away (the second time

as I understood) and the water is now diverted at con31de;abla-_

expense. A4S it now is water 18 obteined for the ferm only.

I recommend ‘hat the dam be replaced in time for mext

yeer's work, end thet every effort be vut forth to get Indians to

cultivate #l11 lends aveileble under the projecf. To accomplish

this some one of the farmers should be required to give specisl

ettention fo it, end indu:ze the Indiahs to plant and cultivate the

Termer could do much with the Horj Indisne who cul-
It will

same

lends. The

tivete the lends just &b ove the %racte referred to above.

require greet retience eand percistency to get the Indians fo do

these things, but thet such cen be done is ouite possible, in my

Judgement.
Et_various rlaces in the yicinity'of the'Tnba'sahOOI afe'

found spriags of excellent weter~ and of such guentity es to reclaim
en .
meny acres of land. There seems to be impervicus strata of rock

that arrests the downward percol&tion of the weter, causihg'it to

breek out at low rointes, forming these Qpringsa The echool form .

and mrchardéareeunnlied in Thic may, us well as water for domestic

i

use, end from others 1he ﬂopi Indlans get water foz tbeir lands.
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While meny of these s_qrrings ere being utilized, it is certein
Some are not, or only clightly so. Tihether these springs ere foupd
at distent points I em unablie to say, if st they are & source of ‘
immense weélth to th&t rert of the country. yhiurever thig water can
';)e arplied cn good e0il ite wvalue is, concervetive srceking, onse
hﬁnéred dolhirs rer ecre, &s i‘ruifs, vezetebles end alfelfe cen be
growvn in grett glunience. With &lfelfs s;t *25 to 50 per ton, end
vegetebles 1 proportion, the value of the water com hetrdly be egti-
meted. o ilueirete the rossibilities end forecast vhet should be

done une instnce will be named,

s ebovt six  wnilee from the

e

Tre lowuvi rrouy of s-rinTs
gchool. It we sn cLl& Lornon gettlement, end their old fields énd
creherds &ere yu te be seen, and seversl old buildinze. . fow
vevejo Ferwilie mls thel thedr prizeirel home, euliiveting & little
corr &nd melomin their nedive vey, &nd zathering the fruit fren
the ¢ld ilormen reherds. It gives evidence of no effort on ‘uhé
rert of the geyrmient 1o inrrove conditiore, or %o cven meintein
vhet the Lormozateblicled.

ag bestre could estimete there iz excsllent weter for 100
to 170 ecres ofEnd, &nd very good e0il wan be hud sboul & hell mile
below the ov'erging of ike srrinrys. The Indiensstill wce this
weter in & ratrecrude wey. For “ke moeil ;Ht it is uced on lenés
tod hish vy, whi ere too.susceptible to erosion, ihe grrde being

cxcergive: £As tleail de very sendy, to try Yo cerry the water to

the choicer lendfdthcer dovnu sreat waste would result throush

CNBAT750T
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operetion.

,:'“‘i/‘ ce o . 4.

ssepage, if the open ditch system is mede use of. -

What should be Wone? The first thing %o be dqn_e‘ vis__to» de-

will reclaim. A tract to include this acreage should then be se-
lected, covering the best lands, such as will reguire ‘the iéast
weter, and cut this traect upr into 10-rcre farms, Thé water shdu.ld
then be conducted to this tract through concrste pipes oxr q’ghér _ |

impervious conduits, thet no loss may result, end distributedéin

like masnner, the survey and distributing system being so mede a8

to use the water on the lsnd sctuelly under ocultivation and none

wasted on roadweys, etc.
By the time the water is ready for distribution these ten-

eerv tracts should be tentatively essigned to families, with & view

of such b.couing the mein, or rermenent home of such family., Five

acres, or two familles to the ten-acre tract would be sufficient

for the home, orchard, garder and corn and vegetable tracts, bu-

would allow nothing for alfalfe.

geres to the farily, for thet reason, and the further resson that

such femilies will need rely meinly of their flocks and herds, &ad

in case of there being, eay,120 acres, the commnity would be too

lerge for the grazing ares tributary.
Supervisors Feairs and Charles were with me When this '

traet wag viewed,

dey school just as soon &as the plens ouulined gbove can be 'out intoj“

vortion of the yeer, but conditions are not yet ripe for the déy

. 4

8ohool work. I, therefore, e&rnestly recommend that ac‘bioﬁ .1‘)3"

I em inclined to the plen _of_ tea

termine the zmount of water s&wveilable, then the acreage this water

end they eelected it as uhe future locatlon of a

There sre & number of Indian femilies there now a_large |
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the Indiens will meke very slight use of them.

"

5.
taken to re-estsblish the Yoencori dem, as set forth sbove, an&
to utilize the waters of the Moenevi syrings, end such other
springs#’a's mey be found. But when thié :Ls done it will be abso-.
lucvely necessary for fermers to be assigned to work with ths
Indiens thet the reclemetion projects may be utilized, It is not
sufficient that these projects be put in, for if not followed up

1 know 1% will be olaimed thet the indiene are nomsdic
and do not remein there long enough to build homes and utilize
the lends es I heve ovtlined. Neither would any one else live thers
ae things now sre, eud neither will the Indians do things 1if the
reservation force tekes no interest in getting'fhem to do soO. Bu"t'
with proper inducemént end under vroper menagewent they will oe-
cury all the lends {'ha{ cen be reclaimed.

It is being arrenged thet farmers will be established
over thie reservetion by districte, which is & ‘great -step forward.

I ehall soon prevere & generel outline of work to give direction

to the asetivitics of these men, but one of the first things to be
done from & purely farming roint of view ie to locate ell pcesible
water euvplies vhere irrication csn be mede yossible, if in the
nature of living weter, suckh a5 epringe, the netursl flow should

be meeeured, 1lend looked up where the water cen be uced, end full
reports msde of ell suek locetions. Theee should inclu’de the In-
dien populetion tributery, end sny uther useful information. If |

it is roseible to do so the Indimnsshould be induced to put in

reclamation projects of their owy.

. . . . . ‘;)“ )
Carbon copy to the Very respectfully, Wi .4,_22‘
Supt. W . . o . —_—

D estel‘n iJ&VﬁJO 50]—1001. SuI’PTViPGT‘ cf F&ij_ng,
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