
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE 

Western Uhva jo Indian  Agency, 
Tuba Ci ty ,  nr izona ,  January 14,  1920. 

Llr. Ii. B. iiobinson, 
Supervis ing  Bngineer , Indian Service ,  
hlbuqueryus,  Wew Mexico. 

Dear Zr. 3obinson:- 

t i o n  of t h e  i7ash ?arm i n  t h e  iJoencopi v a l l e y  ne<.Lr here.  From 
year t o  year  i t  seems t h a t  the  wash stream i s  rn,~.e f r equen t ly  
a f f e c t e d  by sudden and severe  f r e s h e t s .  This cond i t ion  makes 
it a t  those  times o f  the year impossible t o  keep our  e a r t h  dam 
on t h e  cement and f u r t h e r  about the  t ime t h a t  the water i n  t h e  
s t ream has s u f f i c i e n t l y  c l e a r e d  from sediment so t h a t  we can 
use it i n  our d i t ches  and we do put i n  our e a r t h  dam tht; t ime 
i s  r i p e  f o r  another f r e s h e t .  . I t  i s  a l s o  very r i s k y  t r y i n g  t o  
maintain our dam i n  during t h e  f r e s h e t  times of t h e  year f o r  
as you know t h e  l e a s t  l i t t l e  f r e s h e t  c a r r i e s  such a g r e a t  amount 

p 9 of s i l t  t h a t  i f  % h i s  i s  permit ted t o  rm i n t o  our d i t c h e s  a t  
-." a l l  our d i t c h e s  a r e  immediately f i l l e d  f u l l  o f  mu$- or  s i l t .  You 

knov,v t h c  upner par% o f  our main canal  makes a deep c u t  i n  the  
e u r t h  ~ n d  when t h i s  cut f i l l s  up with s i l t  and soupy mud it is 
next t o  impossible t o  c l ean  it out e i t h e r  by washing or by ex- 
cavat ion,  the  l a t t e r ,  can only be done a f t e r  t.he mud has d r i ed  
up. i.iuch or  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h i s  excavat ion work must be done 
by hand on account of the  depth o f  t h e  cut .  

?he ebove descr ibed  condi t icn  rnnkes t h e  rais- 
ing o f  c rops  not only  d i f f i c u l t  but v e r y  u n c e r t r i n  a s  well .  I 
am looking f o r  a  retnedy f o r  t h e  condi t ion.  ?he f r e s h e t s  i n  t h e  
Loencopi u s u a l l y  come a l s o  i n  mid-summer when even a few days 
without water for t h e  crops means b i g  losses .  In  t h e  case o f  
a nexi ~ e ~ d i n g  of a l f a l f a  and g r a i n  c rops ,  no water i n  miL-season 
mebns a b s o l u t e  loss. 

It occurs  t o  me t h a t  were we f l i t t e d  up  with 
a good purni~ing o u t f i b  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  proper s t y l e  o f  pump 
and g r s o l i n e  engine- for  opercltion during t h e  f r e s h e t  season t o  
supplement t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  system now i n  use t h a t  such an o u f i t  
would prove ver; p r o f i t a b l e ,  indeed, md it ~ o u l d  be but a s h o r t  
time before  n o t  only  operu t ion  expense would be pa id  f o r  bu a l s o  
c o s t  of i n s t a l l a t i o n  by t h e  inc rease  amount o f  forage  we would be 
a b l e  t o  r a i s e  on our hgency 'dash Farm. 

You have no doubt fa11 d a t a  conoerning condi- 
t i o n s  h e r e , i n  the r ecords  o f  your o f f i c e  and I be l i eve  you w i l l  

,.e+ 

c3 agree wit-h me t h a t  our cond i t ions  shoulc? be remedied. Will you 
t h e r e f o r e  k ind ly  give me the  b e n e f i t  o f  your knowledge in 
such mut te r s ,  and i f  my sugges t ion  f o r  the i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a 

You, o f  course,  a r e  conversant t o  some e x t e n t  
with the d i f f i m l t i e s  which we have t o  oontend n.''~h i n  i r r i g a -  



pumping plant meets with your approval, i n  the premises, to 
up the matter of neaessary authority with the Indian Offioe 
and take s t e p s  t o  have suoh a plant i n s t a l l e d  here. Coniti- 
t i ons  are suoh tha t  we must have r e l i e f  i n  this matter, if 
we are t o  make a success of our Wash Agency Farm. 

It will be important t h a t  something be done in  time 
s o  t h a t  o u r  coming cropping season beginning i n  t h e  aping 
w i l l  be assured of success, 

Hoping to hear f r o m  you a t  an early date. 

Very truly yours, 

superintendent. 


