NOVEMBER 28, 1622.

Kr. Frenk G. Brandon, Speoiuz Supervisor,
United Stiates Indian Servige,
Fort Defiance, Arisona.

My dear Sir:

Herewith find irrigation dats, relative to the
varfoua pro jests upon which work has been done in the
Nava jo Researvailion for irrigation. As oan readily bde
seen, the amount.of irrigation work snnd the area that
we can put under canal at the present time is very small
oonsldering the largs numbher of ndians and the very
largze area over which they rangs.

vater conditions are 20 meagre, howsver, that
we cannot expsct to do a great deal in the line of '
irrigation. .»8 you knox the lndiens are scatterad over
this arza, the average number rer square mile bdeling
very sanll. hlg 18 necessary because of the faegt that
concitinons for llving are sush that the land will only
gupvort & stall smowmb—ef popilation. All the interast
of the Indisns are 1n sheep and cettle and thay asmst
scatter out over the country in order to find graszing.

For this reason 1t i{s very difficult to get
the Indlans to congregate closely together as 13 neo~-
essary on an irrigation projsct, for the reason that {4
will teke them @ long distsnce from their “nlf’ cngfhe
amount of land given them on any projest is limited to
ten aocrse a2 & usual thing. Therefore the Indimns d¢ uot
flock into the irrigation prolacts as one would think
they would when their need for land and watex is taken
1nt: oonsideration, nndthe deaire of the Indians for ferm
land,

It can thergfore be sesn that in ordsr to
make the irrigation projects suocessful and at the game
benefit the Indians, 46 we had hoped to do, specisl ef-
forts mst be made to get them to come ln and oultivatd
tho IMQ_ﬂ. ’ '
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fith a projeact of several thousand aares,
divided into ten acre tracts, meny more Indisns will
need to be brought in then are oocupvins Jands upon .
whlch the project is bullt or closely 2djoining thereto,
and unless sufficient inducement can be nade to get
them to come in, they will remain in thalr grasiag
districts and try to be content with the meugrs living
they can get throvgh their floeks, rather than to split
their livinz between two sections of country widely
separated.

Ir sufficient inducement can be offered
them, or they Gan be shown the sdvantage of coming in
and settling on the ground; there is no question tut
what the projeots can be asttled up to the great tenofit
of ths Inclans and at the sams time would enscourage
Congress to glve us additicnal funds for enlarging
the scope of ihe work in this country.

1 have tried to impeesg upor. the Indian Office
tha fact tnet, especinily irn the 3an Jusn besin, snd
thls holids true ln the entirs Colorado Rlver dJdralnage,
that ne met mke vse of the land and water before
Congressional setion 18 taken in the Colorado Riwver
Baslin looking to tie divislon of the water betwesen the
seven 3tates through whlch thisc river and i1ts tritutaries
run. Should Coungress uecide that all of thls water,
whicn ts not sufflcieat Lo ifrrlgate all the avallable
land In the seven states, be glven to the flirst persone
w0 malve beneflciul use, ‘rres;rsctive of shather they
are Indlan or white psople, It can readily be seen
that the rights of the indians to the water shall be
taken from them.

Under the present laws, the existence of the
rights of the Incfuns to tiic water for thelr lands,
cannot be questioned, vut it i{s belleved that ty inslud-
ing the matter in a specicl bill, which might pass
Congrees, these rights ccrld te taken away Irem them.

Thus, i1t seems that such projestz as thoe
Fokoho, the extension »f the ilogback pppjeci, iua Jthers
which might be built should be constructed ».¢ ag ear'ly
a date as possible so that there will be no question
as to the rights of the Indians to this water, ~

It {8 bslieved that the information given
in tabloid form on the follosing pages covers everything
of interest that has been done by this service in the
Navajo Country. '
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In connection with the walsr supply on the
Navajo Reservation, I would call your attention to
the Seven State Compact, 80 called, which was si gned
at Santa fe on thse 24th instant. This 18 the ecom-
pact for the distribution end divislon of the water
of the Coloraco River and ites tridbutaries.

As tue 3en Jusn River, ont of the tributariss of
the Colorado runs through the Navajo Raservation, and
these Indians ara acependsnt on this river for their irrigatlion
weter for the Hogback project and the planned Pokoho project
and as jt is physlwally possible to put in a large pro-
ject and geter many thousand acres of additional land
this compact le of interest.

It would seem that they have safeguarded the
Indlan righte, for Article 7 is &8s follows:

"Nothing in this compact shall be construed
as affecting the obligations of the United
States of rmerica to Indian tribes,”

It would appear that it is now up to the Indien
Office to outline its poliay with refarsnce te all of
the Indian linds in the Jolorado Irainage, 80 that in
any division agreements as between the states the rights
the cdsoms of the government will bs recognised in the
form enc¢ in the amounts deslired. '

1t would seam, however, that the drawing of
this compact is not the end, for it is now neccesary
in eorder to make this cnmpact binding and obligatory
to hava 1t retified by the legislature of each of the
sigmatory states ard by the Congress of the Onited
States. it would seem that 1f one state legiela-
ture yefuses o~ neglects to ratify Lt that 1t is of
no effect.

1 see by the press dispatches that Geocrgs H., Max-
well, executive director of tne Hational Reclamatlion
agsoclation ie opening & campeign in Arizona sgainst
the compact as being unfair to irlzona, end announges
that @ campalgn against it will commence immediately,
and that he will speak in every towsn and village of
any iwmportance in the <tate in order (o defeat its
ratification by firizona,.

governor-slect 5. (i, P, Eunt has wirsd Seoretary

Hoover, statling that 1n his opinion that Arizona could
not ratify the compact for tro years.

Very truly, F. W, 1972

Supervising Engineor,




