LAND CLASITZ 10 ATION
By H. L. Thomes
™e soils of Land Wansgenent uUnit Ly have been zrouped

scoording to range adaptation into five land clesses. Land
class "A" consists of eoils iaving saceliewt qualitios for the
produotion of mative vegetstion, They are deap, permsuble,
slightly eroded, and have g low alinli content. land olase
"B sonsists of soils havin: similer characteristics wa olass
*A"; but they are less permcublae, uoderntely eroded, and
nay hl'n only a moderate water~holding cepacity. Class "B"
land 18 rated as "pood" from the standpeint of vange adaptation,

but for resscns Just mentioned is less productive then olass

“A", Neither of these land claasses wuld interfere with & range B
improvemenut progrsa. On the other hand, native vegetation 4

growing on these soils would probably respond quickly to a

land mansgement progrem. (Sce land class map for epecifie
location of 80ils classed as "A" aud "B” reange land.)
Land olasa "C" coneists of coils huvingz & rair or

relatively low productive espacity of netive vegetation, Low

rroductive ospaoity might be the result of a natural osuse,
such as, (1) a low abmordtive or wter-holding capscity, (2)

® rough broken or stomy condition, the result of unormal go-

ologic eroaion, (3) & high alkali combent affeoting the type

of native vegetations or, (i) the productive ompacity might
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be low az a result of severe accelerated erozion esused by

mis-use of the land, Land clase "D" land, exoept that it mey

be more sevorely sroded, more rough broken and stoay, or it

may have a ipher alkali content, limiting not only the type,
but the smount of native vegetati:x, is samewhat si-ilar to

Land class "C" soils, Tte scils pleced in these land classes

ars rated as "feir” end "peor", respectively, fiwom the standpoint

of range edeptation,

Claas "C" and “i" lands ocoupy all the northern half

of this uxnii and e rignifiocent gortion of the oentral amd

weostern sectiongc. Yor the moet part this is rough atony and
broken lend wiih a thellow or intermittert 3oil oover, charaoe

teristic of desp, rvized canyons and ateep mountain and mosa

esoerpmonts, A lesd Laproverent propram in this seetion will

be materially roterded, T not seriously ltandiempped, by natural -

s0il facters, lcwever, a siznificant amount of this area ia

clesgsed e "C" or "I" 1a..@ boca.se of rooelerated erosion ceused
by wis-use of the land, I-E ig tids condition that §_1and
maxragenent progran would ain to correct. Froam that point of
view an i-provement progrem is nost urgent. Class "C" land
prebably represents a critien!l stacze of soll erosiony one in
vhiclh erocion is actively reducing the land to ma state of waste
boyon’ the realm of prastiocable reclamation. In moat cases

very little irprovemert is possitle on claes "D¥ land beoause

so much cf it ccceiste of stesp, rouzh stony and broken land

2

without & soll cover,

Clape "E" consists of bare goologio sendstone and shale

or waste land, having ne practioal land use...
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Rough brol;en and rough stony land, located on the
upper portion of Black Meba, comprises ?pproximtoly one~third
of tha unit, Om this steop , rugged topography erosion keeps pace
with, or ¢xcvads snil dovelopmer™, vesulting in a vormelly
2hellaw o tatomitierd 580t covere Thie 2cndition ir indiceted
on the mop »y o sombi:uhion soil symbel 7R (32,7). The challew
8oil cov.r has a rola*ti 2w low productive orueeity, rné the
vezctative vover consinls for teoe wost rart of scattored shrub
and £ oot Sypos. ' leosiio erein cf bore geologio aiale and

ndetone Jootr re’ coc o grexiug vrilue of these types.

Posevtgs - - low 0 o1iel penre productieon these 4ypes lwve
toer roted es U o L,

™™g rate - veler rua-cif srd eonsequert urosion is
gk o ereainives Merigeleiion hy netwrgl resus will suffer
‘e hencicap .1 am iri:m. ttent c0il cover, amd the fuck thes
grasncs rve robe’ly et ela ted o these soil types. I spite

scll erd “ryoopreph’eal ocndltiors, this portion of the

w tE orerrene: Lo the uppoer rerlion of + wetershed for a large
trga 18 of immodfate icro.terco frum the standpoint of con-
¢ .~ t+ion. Natiie vocteticu should be ¢lven every advauteze

po: Lle tc afford protection for the remsining soil cover,

ard Lo thet extert sreat t ¢ vate of wator raectf,
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