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REPORT ON FOPI

BY -

HAROLD S, COLTON, DIRECTOR

MUSEUM OF NORTHERN ARIZONA

.Flagstaff, Arizona

(Ca. Doc. 1639)

I. INTRODUCTION

Cn September the sixth, 1939, I ias visited by a group'of Hopi '

Indians which included Roger Honani, Lewis Numkiﬁa, Thomas Jenkins,

of Moenkopl, and Fred Lomayestewa and Ray Seyumptawa of Oralbi,

They asked me to gather together data that might be presented to

the commission who have been selected to determine the Hopl-Navajo

Vs
B boundary.

On November first I was visited by another group which included

LV
cr

Jorn Talashoma and Roger Honani of Moenkopl and Albert Yeva of Firs

VE LA Besides the men that I have mentioned I also interviewed Viets

Lomaheftewa of Shurgopovi, Edmund Nequatewa of Hotevllla, Henry Keevema

of Hotevilla and Jimmy Kiwanyatewa of Oraibi. To the information

that they have given me on liopl iand tenwre, I have added material

szrnered from the literaiure and from other sources.

¥ E W N KKK

My long contact with the Hopl and Navajo over a period of wanby-

-

8ix years and my interest in these peopi2 has allowed == to tap many

€22_ sources of information. The archaeoclogzical survey oo uncrthern Asizona

shat I started in 1016 makes it possitlies to plot the 2rz2 occupisd

by the Hopi over the last thousand years. The recent occupation oﬁﬁ@
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'the area 1s only the end of a long story. The informacion that I have

gatherad I respectfully place before the commissicn.

XN R

When the first white men arrived in northern Arizona, the Hepl

were living on and about the same mesas on which they are living today.
Archaeologists have traced back thelr hlstory to about 800 A.D. During
the thousand years 600 A.D. to 1600 A.D. the original Hopl apparently
received additional people from the north from around Navajo Mountain
and the Tsegl Canyons area; frém the south along the Little Colorado,

and even increments from tlz east.

Unlike the Rio Crande Puetlos, and Acoma and Zuni, the Hopi réceivéd

no grant of land from the Spanish crown; at least nc reference to one

has ev' » been dlscovered or referred to in the Spanish archilves,

Ir. 18Lk9, after the Mexican War, James S. Calhoun was appointed a
special commissioner to deal with land claims under the treaty of
Guadalupe Hldalgo. On account of the hostlle Navajo he never visited the
Hopl country. In 1850, he recommended that the Hopl be given the same
treatment as was accorded the Rio Grande Pueblos and Zunil. Wnder |
common law they could get title to the land because open and notorious’
pogsession of land for 21 years chould give them tit! . (Donaldcson,

Extra Bulletin. 1llth Census of the U.S. The Mopul Pueblo Indians
of Arizona, 1893.)
Living in the midst of the Navajo country, the Hopl na2ver heard

thas a confirmation of their title was necessary nor had %rey any money

o make the claim. Therefore, they hzé no legal tznure to their
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“has lived, for a long'period, a group of Hopi at Mogn'topi, forty miles

1and until the executive order of President Arthur in 1882 set aside

2,472,320 acres or 3860 square miles as the Moqui Indian Reservation.

This wac set acide out of the publile lands of the Unlted States for

| the Fopl and any other Indians the government might wish to place

therz. At that time there were about 2000 Hépls and a few nundred

Navajos in the area. Since then the Hopirs have increased to 3300 and

the Navajo to 36C0, Tnis reservat.on was set up with the idea of gilving
the United States authority-over_the Hopl and to protect them from the.
Navajo (Donaldson, 1893).

Aoout 2/5 of the population ofvthe Reservation is now Hopi and 3/5

is Navajo, and the Navajo have crowded the Hopl Into an area of about

800 souare miles or 500,000 acres, which is about ;/5 of tae Reservation,
zrnd wnich includes much of the poorest land. ‘ ”3
In 1891, an attempt was made to cllot land to the Hopi in 80 acre

niots, but f'or many reasocns, physiographic and etnnographic, this :

effort was abandoned.

Outside of the executive order Moqui Reservation of 1882, there

northwest of Hotevllle. Archaeologists recognfze that Hopl were living

there in a permanent village between 1400 and 1600 A.D. The ruins of
this pueblo lie on the mesa east of thz pres:nt willage.

On June 28, 1776, Father Garces rccords Hopis culiivating their
irrigaved fields at Moenkopl but gilves the impression that they came

thare each summer, for he reports that the pueblo was half in ruinsy

(Coues Vol. II, p. 358)
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In 1911, a very 01d Hopi, named Quavaho, died. His children re-

| (:3 member that he told them that when he was 14 or 15 yearsiold, Palutes
captured the pueblo zbove Moenkopi, destroyed the town and killed all

the people. Two boys escaped who fled to Oraibi. This must have cccurred
between 1830 and .340. (Honani and Numkina)

In the early 1870's Chief Tuba rebuilt the village under the pro-
tection of the Mormons, who had settled at Tuba City. By 1873 Mcenkopi
was well established and has been continuously occupled ever slince.

.. When the western extension of the Navajo Reservation was @stab-
lisheéd in 1804 for Navajo Indians, no mention was made of the iHopil
who had been using certain lands “or several hundred years. Although,

legally the Hopl have no right o be at Mcenkopl as the reservsiion was ;

sa2t agide for Navajo zlone yet long continued use of the land should
give them title. In settling the Hopi-Navajo boundary, moral as well

as legal questions mus- be considered.

363 6 S AWK
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II. NAVAJO PRESSURE ON THE HOPI

From all historic evidence it szems that the Navajos entered Arizona

in the last‘half of the elghteenth century; but thelr grazing area did

not conflict with the Hopi grazing and nunting areas untili akout 1840

or 1850. The United States Army temporarily removed the cressure ir

1863 by transferring most of the Navajo to Fort Sumner in New Mexico.

Szne Navajo, however, fled west and settled in the Little Coleorado Valley.

Yhen the Navajo were returned to their reservation in 1868, they wewz,

¢ several years, too busy getting setiled to expand 1n the dirzcetion
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of the Hopi, and it was not until 1882, after the formation of the Mogui
(:} RgServation that the pressure became acute. -Col. E. A. Carr reported
"from ﬁis Fort Wingate Headquarters, August 22, 1889, thaﬁ in Nov. 1888

he had received orders from the Intefior Department at a complain® ofl
Hertert Welch to send a judicious officer to remove all Navajos trespass-
ing on the Moqui Reservation. A party was sent out but the weather wﬁs
bad, and they only remdved those Navajos who had recently encroaéhed

‘on the Moquis and warned those who had been living there a year not to
fnpoxe on the ﬁoquis. "rhe Momts are mild and inolfensive and shogld

be protected but it 1s for the agent to designate where the Navajos

}% shall settle and then if necessary to call on military assistance to
5 remove them." {Rept. of the Sec. of War. 5lst longress, 1lst. Sess. %
; i
¢, Vol. 1, 1886-1890 Washington, p. 197) . Ex.

2 "From excursions I made into the desert and to the mesas," says
Donaldson in 1893, "I frequently came across large herds of Navajo sheep

and goatS..... far from their own reservation, monopolizing the reeding

i IR

B ~ and watering places of the Moqui." (Donaldson, p. 60, loc. cit.)
E Donaldson also reports that, "The Navajos have made frequent raids

upon this place (Sheep Springs 1 mile north of Hano) with their herds

so that there now acres of peach orchards gone to waste through the

destruction of the terraces and trees. These terraces are ali on the

»E north side, from which direction the Nevajos came....
] eess Moreover, the Navajos are not pleasant neighbors.” (Donaldson,
(D, ioc. eit. p. 60, 1893).

A few years ago I visited an old blind Navajo, Charlie Day, whe had

peen a scout for the U. S. Army. He was living in a hogan beside onet
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of the Tuba City springs. He told me that when he was a’child, before

1863, he was living a few miles east of Keams Canyon, and at that timej}:

there were no Navajo toc the west of their family:

e have a history of over sixty years ol pressure of the MavajJo appro-
priating Hopi lands - for two generations protests have been made but

nethirg has evsr been done about it.

FHXFRXNR®

ITI. ADMINISTRATED LANDS

From 1882 until recently the Navajo and the Hopl on the Hopi Reserva-

tion have been administered by the same Superintendent. For years the

? Hopl nave struggled to have a superintendent for themselves alone and
E to have a.boundary determined, inside of which, there would be no Navajo. ;
< On November 6, 1930 a conferénce of leading Hopl and NavaJjo wzs |

caliled at Flagstaff to negotiate the boundary. It fell through, because E g
] tne Hopl claimed all of northeastern Arizona and at the same time ad- |
E mitted they -had no authority to neéotiate for a smaller area.

A few years later the Soill Conservation Service set aside a district,

based on present day land use, for the exclusive use of the Hopi with

°y' | an area of sbout 800 square miles. This includes most of the cultivated
flelds of the Hopl but not all. Beslides many Hopl graze their stock

] ‘outside the area, . g

Over this.district 2 superintendent was placed.to deal with the :

Hopi alone with headquarters at Keams Canyon. The administration of

g:)‘the Névajo on the Hopl Reservatilon was given tc the Navajec Agency at

Window Rocka
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Several recent efforts to settle the boundary, such as the meeting

<:§ at Yashington, falled because the Hoepi made the boundary a religious

n and still demanded all of northeast Arizona I'rom tne Little
Co1orad0—to the Four Corners, Reallzing that the demands for all of
northeastern Arizona were not likely t£o be granted, many Hopl are
willing to have a boundary, based on land use, determined by a disinter-

ested commission.

W% % W HAR

IV. LAND USE OUTSIDE OF DISTRICT SiX

The Hopi have iIn the past made use of tne land within forty or

ﬁ 38ty miles of their villages for hunting, grazing, agriculture znd Icor

i wood supplles. From time to time they visited religilous shrines, well
Q‘.utside tﬁat area. They first felt NavajJo pressure when the Navzjo ;“
i started using their hunting areas for grazing, destroying tne zame.

9 When the Hopl rirst receilved horses, sheep and goats Trom the
xg Szaniards, in order to protect thelr fields, which lay mostly within ' %‘ @

E ten mlles of the pueblos, and which could not be fenced, thay placed the

live stock far away. Father Garces records that in July 1776, the Oraibi

horses were kept on Howell Mesa part wa, ~tween Moenkobi and Oraibi,
There were no Navajo in the country at that time.

Agriculture was mostly conducted close to the villages, but flelds

i are reported as far away as Monument Point, 24 miles gsouth of Oraibi. '

If we consider the land used by the Hopil outside of District Sit,

’C)fCt golng back further than 1682, we have the following information (fha

aunbers agree with the numbers on the mas):

“a

- | | " FFHSK 9
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A. DMoerlkonl Area

- 1. Hopi have been ilving in the pueblo at Moenkopi continuously
since the 1870'8;'they use the springs for irrigation and have their
fields below the pueblo and in Pasture Canyon. They graze.their flocks

on bcth sides of the Moenkopi Wash.

| 2, After the abandomen:t of Moenave by the Mormons, Ffank Tewanemtewa
and Numkina Bros. made abortive efforts to plant fields, using the old

C irrigation works. They were run out 5y Navajos.

3. Below Red Lake (Tonalea), + mile south ¢ Trading Post Numkin

- Bros., Poli, Joseph Talas, and CGacrge Neveistewa have farms (Honani).

ﬁcenkopi procures 1ts wood from the Wills east of Rad Iake aﬁd norté»of
the Dinnebito, and north of Tuba City (7.K.). |

4, On and about the meaas between Moenkopl and the Dinnebito,
Numkiﬁa reports twenty people now having fields. (Honani).

5. In the Little Colorado,'Hépi run thelr cattle with some Navajo

3 cattle between Cameron and Howell Mesa. They water at the Little Colorado..Q

(Numkina and‘Honani).

6. 14 miles north of Tuba, west of White Mesa, since 1914, two
bands of Hopi sheep have been run. (Numkina and Hdnani);

7. In 1908 and 1909, Big Phillip ran sheep in the regign of Lower
Moenkopi Dam. (Honani).

B. Northwestern Boundary of District Six (Used by Third xesa Hopi, méstly
from Hotevilla).,

8. Down the Dinnebito below Hotevilla, the Hopi have ionz had &

?£> grazing area based on Monokovi Spring which lies about four miles nopih-

east of Dinnebito Trading Post. Johnson, who is still alive bullis g

e
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ﬁt'house there in 1907 or 1908'buﬁ was driven qut by the !"avajo. In 1895
. Frank Tewanemptewa-who'is still alive, ran hils sheep In that area. Walter
and Earl Ventewa use that grazing area.at the preéent time. (Seyumnptewa).
9. Up the Dinnebito Wash, which forms the west boundary of District
Six the Hopl are farming west of the Wash. Beginning at the old crossing
of theTuba City Road, and extending nbrtheast the names of the owners
of the fields in order are as foliows:~ Polingyumtewa, Poliyaumtewa,
Silas Aloiguam, Sécksyeéva, Tuvangyumptewa, Talasyestewa Coochkwaptewa,
Benjamin Waitaima, Kuwanvema, Tawaniptewa; Henry Keevema (His farm was

takeﬁ away from him by the Navajo. Miller, the stockman, tried to helip

him but two other white men on the Navajo side prevalled), Earl ilbert,

\\; Walter Albert, Simon Lomhoiyima, Jack Pongyesva, Puhukma. (Keavasaj.

>"¥ - 10, There are two farms 10 miles up the wash above the bride and

..’also sheep camps of Heward of Bakabi and Jean Navahonema from Hotevilla.
{ 1§ 11. The people of Hotevilla procure their wood for Ifuel and fence
o posts from the hills morth of the Dinnebito Wash. (E.N.).

3. Oraibi Wash (Lanc used by Oraibi and Second Mesa Pueblos).

'S 12. Dowvn the Oraibi wash in 1890, Nakwavantewa of Shipaulovi had
a farm a mile above the cottonwood tree near Monument Point. There were
other farms nearby a1s0. (E.N,).

13. In 1915, a man named Sakkuvaya of Bakabi and Frank Masaquatewa

of Shipaulovi had farms near Red Lake. All this farm land and grazing

land below Shonto (Masipa Spring) has been taken by Navajo. (E.N.}.

.14. Up the Oraibi Wash for 17 miles, the Hopl of Oraibl use tho

Ry

L " 1and for grazing. Komoisstewa (alive) who now lives at Burro Springs

‘was driven out (by Navajos?).

Edwin Carl (alive) buillt a house and P
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sheep camp but was driven out by Soil Conservation Officers, not by

\_J Navajcs. (Seyumptew-~).

15. The Hopi of Oraibi procure their wood fence posts, and fuel

from the hills west of Pinyon. (E.N.).

D. The area north of District Six - Polacca and Wepo Drainage
Systems (Land used mostly by Hano ardWzlpi)

16. A few miles south of Pinyon, Starley Polacca has a home., He

has a farm and grazes stock in that area., Willie and Percy Healing,

Aiong, and Hicks Cheeda also graze stock in that area. (A.Y.).

17. In this region the wood supply is procured for the Second

Mesa Pueblos. (A.Y.).
18. Up the Polacca Wash, Hale Adams, Willie Avatohoya, Tavior

e&* Tahbo,.Nanaskasya, Ohmi, and Tahoe run stock. In 1916, encouraged by  dlq§w

Leo Crane, the Superintendent, Geogge,Lomyestéwa bullt a good house

ar.d planted trees. Whlle he was away the Navajos wrecked the house,

broke his windows, and destroyed his farm. (A.Y.).

| The deserted Hopi house farthest up the wash was buillt by Tom

Pavatea. (Aa.Y.) |

E. ‘The area east of District Six

19. The area between the Polacca Wash and Kesms Vash centering g
on Clenaga Wash has long been a Hopl grazing area. Binzham Dam seems
to be the eastern limit. Kutka, Maipi, Bennett Cooka, and Tom Pavatea use

this area. (A.Y.).

3
o)
4]
jofl

u(} 20. Up the Jeddito, Justin Sanderson, and Sequl graze shee

cattle as far east as Petes Spring. (4.Y.).

coegrat s e R o
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F. The area southeast of Distriet Six (Land used by Walpi and Hano.,)

21. Along the rim of the mesa west of the Jeddito Wash are the
ruins of flve large Hopl Pueblos; Awatovi, Kawailoku, Chakopahu, Nesheptanéa
and Kokopnyama. The Descendents of the people who occupled these pueblos

claim clan farm lands along the Jedditc Wash., Awabtovi was ociupled up

to abcut 1700, the others were abandoned earlier. Sequl has & farm
Just S.W. of the Jeddito Trading Post. {(A.Y.).

;22. From thé‘Wbizg*ggge Valley southwest to Coméh spring Vinbcn
and Charlie Naha, Nell, Archie, and George Cochlse run stock. Alzart

Naha wa3s running stock in this area in 1912, (A.Y.).

e, iR

e, 1
A N

23« Comah Spring has long teen a Hopl frontier post. Several

s
S

o)

o R PSR

il

atcempts have Yeen made to esteblish a settlement there but the Navz)os
~hmave broken up every attempt. Charlie Avayo, Vinto Najos uncle, cilils

a houce but the Navajos drove nim out.

Suia wno nad been grazing ~is stock near Coma Spring was encouragad

oy Supt. Daniels in 1920 or '21 to bulld a house and plant hls fields,

so he left and never finished the house. [4,Y¥.).

3/4 mile northwest of Comah Spring five Hopis from Shipaulovi and

Mishongnovi have fields. Hale Sikakuku has a house. {Z.N.),

G. Area Southwest ofDistric: Six (Land used by Second Mesa, ~ Mis-

; hongnovi and Shipaulovi.)

24, Some people from Mishongnovi'and Shipaulovi, in 1916, estab-
1zsrzd farms south of Tovar Mesa but were driven out by Navajo. (E.N.).

\ﬁg) 25. .Down the Polacca Wash bpetween Coyote Springs a~r =ed Lake,

-a blg party of men planted filelds in 1910. They were :rorotly run

b o

FFHSK 13
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The area down The Oraibi and Dinnedito Washes were discussed In
sections 8, 12, and 13.
During the first decades ¢f the 20th century, the Hopi Superintendents

it a policy to encourags the Hooni vo settie on she cutliying farms.

She Hopi flelds were ruined or thelr nouses looted, individual

Navajos were sometimes punished, out ~ct enough protection was ziven

7 make the Hopi feel secure, sc most of those avtempis to use The

sutlying farm lands were fallures.

l

HH KR H AN

V. CRITERIA FOR MAXING A FAIR DIVISION

I» making a fair division between Navajc lanus and Houi lands -oaral o
3 wel: as iegal values must te consldered.
. ¢ €x.
QL' k=2t 4o do with the trespassing Navajo, llxe the questlion ol I{cpi 294

Snrines, 1s a separate problem from the Hopi-Navajo land uss bourdary

ard sviould not be consldered zt this time.

’é It 1s well to remember that the Hovl Tribe exists only in thne 2yes
Té of tne Indian Bureau and the general public, The Hopl themaglves do not
"E “hinit of themselves 1In terms of a tribe. They owe alilagisnce cnly to

:% the viilage in which they 1iive and, with a couple of exceptions, the

g villages are as Independent of one another as certain Rio Grande Puebloes

}% 712 Santo Domingo, Sia, Cochltl and Acoma which are vound together by

g % izacuage and culture. There is no poiltical unity., It is, therefore,

.f + \-:eossary to deal with each village ssewzrately Walpi, Eans, “4ishnognovi,

% <j;;§ woaulovi, Saungopovi, Orslui, Hote) 1l:, Bakabl and iserzzpl, Tha

k

E ir..:an Bureau after sixty years 27 strasclzs is Just lezin’. o this ract.

é This means, that as far as land use is concerned, additions to Distric%;{

¥
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-13-
Lo - Javian -~ . -
Should be considered not az .. : lumdt ares ocut as adiltions to

graziny laads of each village or mesa: as Firs: Meoa, Sseond

-l
Taird MNesa,

DAY
{i) Continued use of the land for five hundrad resrs should zive

Forls title to Moenkopl, the {ilelds, a grazirg arza, anc wood*hud rlents,

~a¢ YavajJos who have been in there for iess than seventy years nave no

©0 londs so long used by the Hopi. Roughly the Hori area

und Moenkopl should ineclude about 100,000 acres or 150 square miles,

e — ...

on 2 persons ger square mile,

(B) As a basis for a falr dscislon, the land used by the lc-l

tn 1882 shoud ve taken, because this was the time when Navajo srosszare

@*as Just tezinning.

4% Iince two fifths of the legal Moqui Reservation is scns

7 Eo3l, the Hopi should be given at least 2/3 of the land. Tne.

-y

now /% in Disixiet Six. This is particularly important =z the Heoo:i

use effilciently some of the poorest part of the Reservation, and bzcause
they are now entirely surrounded by Navajo land, and will have no chance
for zny future expansion.

(D) The Hopl are provident and grow sufficient corn each year,
to last for two years in case of drought. 7Theay now have inder cultiva-
tion practically all the land thaﬁ can be cult'veted in Tlistrict Six,

Wit that is not sufficlent, as we have seen. 7o provide “or the -

(:}:reasing population they must have more farm land than 23 “e founc

~cide of District Six. Wnen onz looks sver The Hopl courSry one is

ctruc¥ by the great amours -7 ria v &, wut d2: to the w18 el

FFHSK 15"
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with not mor:s than 15 Inches anmaual rain’ail, not 21l s6ils hold s5:77: -

. - . e .
g 3

¢lent molsture teo grow crons, Shus many Yoois aps Fruzeiling o revaln

v oile of arable land outsicde of Distriet Six.

i
"

{%) Tne rresent Listrict 34x has a2bout 4 Hopi per square .ile.
The rast of thé area of the srscutive order Rezervation, and tiw ilavajo
ssarvatlon, as well, have about 2 Navzjo ver squars mile., Ag=in, - 3
1t failr to penalize the Hori by crowding them into a small area teuzuse

TRy are more energetlc and are nxtter farmers Shan the Navajo zind use

cheir land to grester advant~gz? In all fairness the Hopi shoulc o

given zarn area ia whieh there would be but two Hopls per sguare wmni.2,.

™iat weuld Jjustifly adding 500,000 acres to District Six.

oy

y P
"The Hopi haye litvie or none. .

L 4

(G) The Mopi must have sulficient woodlands areas allottad v “na

‘@f,i diff.rcont tewns o supply fire wood and fence posts.
K § ' (H) In drawing a boundary line, watering places must be carefuily
considered.

(I) On the basis of these facts the Hspi should receive about

500,030 acres additional making z2vbout 1,000,000 acres =2 thelr Rwéerva—

(F) un the Navajo Reservation there are sssibilities of sy o ocuiav

oL 9 2

tion or two-fifths of the present

executive order Rsaseiy.tion.

rould be equlvalent tc moving the boundary about sevaa milies on

tns

average beyond the persent boundary of District Six.

minimum dn all falrness tna. ey should =:ceive,
(2

Tnil:z 1s the

€x.
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Dodkat 229 (Mavain)

NATIONAL ARCHIVES. Bure: . of Indian Affairs.
Arizona Superintendency.

Navajo Series V, No. 3

INDIANS IN ARIZONA

Apaches of the Gila

5,000 Souls.

Record Group 75.
Letters Received., File Mark A-1L41/1863 encl.

[April 18, 1863]

Papagos (Pimeria Alta) 7,500 § f
Pimas & Maricopas (Gila) 5,000 5
Cocopas (Mouth Colorado) 3,000 v %?,3
Yumas or Cuchans (Colorado) 3,500 %j .
Yampais (Bill Williams fork) 2,500 M :
Chemehuevis (Colorado) 2,000 " |

| Mojaves ( " ) 5,000 " K. Ex.

- 292

{ Pah-Utes ( " ) 500 T

| Hualpais ( " ) 2,000 "

» Moquis (7 pueblos) 7,000 "

/Nava jos (nomadic) 15,000 "

* ‘  Apaches (mansas) Tucson 100 " K .

58,100 Souls

[Enclosure in a letter from the Governor of Arizona to the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, New York, April 18, 1863, File mark A-111/1863]
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