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Colorado River, and Colorado River (Dart 1989:17; Donkin 1979:61; Doolittle 2000:275, 383; 
Forbes 1911:9; Hewett 1905). These small irrigation systems often including terracing, and are 
frequently compared to the systems still used by the Hopis. Some of the canals reported along 
the Little Colorado River ran several hundred meters and branched out into other canals. 

Archaeological evidence for 
floodwater and sand dune farming on 
and near the Hopi Reservation indicates 
this method has been practiced by the 
Hopis and their ancestors since the 
fourteenth century (Hack 1942:xx, 70). 
The remains of ancient sand dune fields 
in the Jeddito Valley are similar to the 
stone alignments associated with brush 
windbreaks in deflated fields in other 
locations on the Hopi Reservation. 
Floodwater fields leave less of an 
archaeological trace, but their position 
and size can be estimated by knowing the 
geomorphological history of water-
courses. 

The Hopis continue a long 
tradition of agriculture inherited from 
their ancestors, and perfected over 
centuries of practice in the fertile farm 
land surrounding the Hopi villages. 

 
Figure 83.  Sites in the Jeddito Valley, depicted by triangles, where ancient sand dune fields are marked by stone 
alignments. The area to the west of Kawaika-a is on the Hopi Reservation. Source:  Hack (1942:71). 

 
Figure 82.  Ancient sand dune field and area of stone lines near 
the ancient village of Kawaika-a on Antelope Mesa. Source:  
Hack (1942:73). 
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