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farmed in plots less than five acres. The mean field size in the 1960s was 9.7 acres, almost ten 
times the average size of fields in the 1920s (Forde 1931:390). Nonetheless, most of the fields 
remained small, with 50% of the fields less than 5 acres in size, and another 25% of the fields 6 
to 10 acres in size. Analysis of Bradfield’s data reveals that water from tributary water sources 
and run-off from talus slopes has always been used in Hopi agriculture, and that these sources of 
water have increased in importance since the entrenchment of Oraibi Wash.  

 
Figure 70.  North half of Oraibi Valley showing the Hopi field system (see Figure 71 for key). Source:  Bradfield 
(1971:pocket map) 
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