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Hon. Traest 7, BoParlend,

Miited States Jenate. i

Ny daar Jenator ReTeriand: KAf -8 .’9_48

"~ This is to askmowledge your letter of February l} with enclosures
from the Reveread Byron P, Adams of Polaceca, Arizona, together with a
sopy of & letter to fuperintendent James D, Crawford from certain Hopt
Tribal Authorities concerning the abolishment of Orexing Distriet Mo.6
-and requesting Congroess $o define the present bounderies of the Hopd
‘Reservation in acodrdanes with Exesutive Order of December:18, 1888, for
the exclusive use of the Hopi Tride.

The problem of the Eopi Indisns has been of deep consera %0 the Indian
orfice for memy years. It is still one of the pressing problems confronting
‘this service, AS the dase of this problem lies the ugly-fast that the land
base aveilsble for the support of the Hopis and of the Navajos is far too
emall t0 enadle these Indisn trides to make even & bsre susbsistende livali-
hood. Bixty-four years ago some two and one half millfon agres wers set aside
by action of the Prosideny for the $wp $houssnd Hopis end for sueh other
- Indiens as-the-focretary of the Intarior might allow $6 'use the ared, ' This
latter phrase was used because even at that tims hundreds of Muvajo femilies
were mainteining their homes end running their sheep within this so-celled
"Moqui® Reservetion. Two thousand Hopis then used the table land end the area
ed jacent 0 this table land for their remarkable sgriculturel operations, emd
they ren limited nusbars.of cattle sad sheep on the renge which they shared -
with the Navajos. 5inde that time the Hopis have ineressed $o 5,200, erosion
hes dinminished the amount ef egricultural lend they ¢an suscessfully use and
overgrazing hes reduced the productive capacity of the range &vailadle to them,

During the same period the munber of Ravajos, withim and wishout the
Hopi Resarvation, which is entirely surrcunded by the Navajo Reservation, im-
creased from 11,000 in 1868, to more tham 860,000 im 1943. Thie increase in
the Xevajo population was especially marked im certain sreas contiguous to the
Hopl Reservation. As & result of the pressure of the {nereasing Navejo popula-
tion upon its shrinking, svailable rescurces of soil, water snd grass., the
ousher of Mavajos going from their congrested areas iato the Hopi Raservatioa
inoreased from year %0 year sad intense competitica develcoped between the Hopi
stockmen end the Navajo stockmen, just as on the publie domain tke uhregulated
competition for grass betweex users developed constest oconflict¥ which She .
Government endsavored to settle through the operation of the Taular Grasing Act.
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On the Hopi Reservation the ¢
ompetition for the limited amount
:;z:::z‘§Of;ap:;:1§:IaJo:1:;u become fisrcer and mors bitter as b:thoi;zgff.
on out e corresponding increase i
vailable to them. It has been the aim poainiiadbuion
. of this Office to check
additional encroachments b s oot cance
y the more sgressive Navajos u :
pon the Hopi » .
2;2:;3::;0202:::3g:t :2; Exe:::ivo Order eastablishining the “Moqnlg Ro:zg:ution‘
i &N cortain use rights, the extent of )
relation to the Hopli rights has never been a.rinod. ; mhich in thelr

The Fopis would like to have the use of the two apd & half million
acres of the "Moquin Reservation. Ve sympathize with their desire and wish
{t were possible to halp them obtatn this land. This would imvolve at the
least the removal of all of the Navajos from the “Moqui® Reservation. What
should we with the displaced Navajos? There are severql thousand of them.
The NavejoRReservation proper is already overcrowded,. The Hopi problem can-
not be solved without simultaneously solving the problem of the Navajos.
A pertial solution of the problem of both tribes 1ies in the provision of
additional irrigated land on & very large seele. A beginning has been made
so far as the Hopis are concerned by providing irrigated lend on the
Golarado River Reservetion and fifteen Hopi families have already moved to

very productive irrigated land on the Colorado River Reserva ion. We hope

eventuslly to have enough of this Colorado River irrigated lsnd for saverak

hundred Hopl and Navajo families. The long-term Neava. jo rehabilitation
program, 1if authorized and implemented, sho relieve the situation of

"the pressure on the ¥;§6ﬁfaét.5f‘ﬂéth‘ﬁvﬁe”
although the rapid inorbass in the nuwmber
lete solution of the problem in this manner.

1f£ this progran is approved,
tribes shonld be greatly rsduced,
of both tribes may prevent a comp
We wish to essure you that the Indian Service will do its best to medt
the desire of the Hopis within the limitations yleged upon uéfbyJICQal,* !
physical and economic conditions. Your

gingersly yours,
(Sgd) William Zimmermany e
Acting

commissioner.
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