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within half an hour, before the whole column had passed over, it way . |
scarcely fordable. ¢ umes n(lz]seta
Some fine specimens of trap dike are discoverable just afier crossipy. excepé that ¢
the Rio Gulisteo—one of them resembling, as nearly as may be, an artifieij’ arde .agshta
wall; another, the dark-colored remaius of an old pueblo.  About g to thesight—
miles further, we crossed the small affluent of the Rio de Santa Fe, thelsame\ r(ias
which Delgado’s rancho is situaied. Travellers sometimes make thig yel OY:v'.OabprI[
rancho a stopping-place for the night between Santa Fe and Alpy, - :Sent;al nI; .
querque. Sixteen miles more traversed, at half-past three in the afie. inh ’eio(,]r:.e
noon, much to the gratification of the whole party, we reached Santa Fe, a‘i%}&'gen
The road from Algadones to Santa I'e is generally very good, the oxly m}zlz]lsz'on to] ec
exception being a few short steep hills. . e our
The face of the country to-day has presented, with some trifling ey.
ceptions—along the Rio Grande, at Delgado’s, and between Agua Frj
and Santa Fe—one extended barren waste of uncultivable soil.
Santa I'e, Septemnber 26 —The avtillery, under Major Kendrick, reacheg -
this place yesterday; the infantry, under Captain Sykes, to-day. ;
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Characier of the soil Jrom the castern base of the Sierra de Tumecha 1.;?
Chelly, and thence to Santa Fe, by the return 1oute.® i

It may be thought, frem the frequent mentien of good land along the
route sivee we left the eastern base of the Tumecha meuntains, on our  the way along
return trip, that fertility has characterized the country generally throngh - Mr. Richarg
which we have passed since that peried. But, lest so erroneous an im-~ that, in 1827 |
pression may obtain, I think it proper to observe that, for the greater por : mals, he traye
tion of this distance, Me road has threaded the valleys of the country, and- and the valley
therefore the land has presented itself such as 1 hawe described it. Thes whole distance
ceuntry, it is true, has exhibited a greater extent of cultivable soil than ¢ route, furnis)in
that traversed between Santa Fe and the Tumecha mouutains, but yet,” found in this
in comparison with the whole area of surface, it should stilt be cousidered - He informs me
as but a very smdall fractional part, “de Zudi would

The idea I pertinaciously adhered to when in the States, before ever . of its confiyen,
having seen this ccuntry, was, that, besides partaking of the bold charac. southwardly fo))
teristics of the primary formations, rocks confusedly piled upon rocks,! He has fiyp),
deep glens, an occasional cascade, green fertile valleys—the usual accom- - there is a forq o
paninents of such characteristics with us in the States—it was also, like  Which a rayte |
the country of the States, generally fertile, and covered with verdure. But: This route, whj
never did 1 have, nordo I believe anybody can have, a full appreciation &ver, on aceqy,,
of the almost universal barrenness which pervades this country, until they fOrd,only practic
conme out, as 1 did, 1o ¢“search the land,”” and behold with theirown eyes: The Cojoraq,
its general nakedness. The primary mountains present none of that wild,  Vas fordable; by
rocky, diversified, pleasing aspeet which they do in the United States, 750
but, on the contrary, are usually of a rounded form, covered by a dull, © Itis Proper for
lifeless-colored soil, and generally desiitute of any other sylva than pine $Versed with tyy,
and cedar, most frequently of a sparse and dwarfish character.  The sed- #¢Ply cafioneq
imentary rocks, which, centrary to my preconceived notions, are the prev-
alent formations of the country, have a crude, haifade-np appearance,
sometites of a dull buft color, sometimes white, soinetimes red, and sowme

1

*See anfe, thirteenth camp, August 31, for genersl character of the coantry trgversed gas.'qf
the Sierra de Tumecha. ave illtrodu(
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'ver, it was rfimfes-these alternating, and, being.z_ilmos.t universally bare of vegetation,
.exeept that of a sparse,-dwarfish, swkemng-cplored'qsp'ect, cannot be re-
er Crossify; g&rdﬁd as a general thing—at lea‘t, not until familiarity reconciles you
anartificiagb | g:dhesigh t—without a sensation of loathing. The face of the country, for
About si; the:same reason—the general absence of all verdure, and the dead, dull,
nta Fe, o oflow aspect of its soil —has a tendency to create the same disagrecable
make this® | gepsation. 1 desire it, therefore, to be borne in mind that, when 1 have
and  Alb ia the course of my journal spoken of fertile soil, or of beautiful prospects,
the after. J-have spoken relatively—that is,in relation or contrast with the other por-
Santa Fe tions of the country in which these exceptions have occurred, and not in
1, the only ] : pelation to owr more fuvored dvnain in the Slates.
irifling ex-2f . ¢ . Conclusion.
Agua Fri Lot '
Before concluding my joiirnal, 1 think it proper to bring to the notice of
k, reached the department the expediency of having the country examined west of
Ve i the Pueblo of Zuni, for the ascertainment of a wagon-route from the for-
| mer point to the Pueblo de los Angeles, or, failing in this, to San Diego.
"umsecha & The route from Santa Feto Zuni—a distance of two hundred and four
miles—is, with a very slight application of labor, practicable for wagons;
. and the gnide, Carravahal, who has been down the Rio de Zuni to its
| along the | junction with the Colorado of the West, says it conlinues practicable all
s, on oufr; the way along this tributary to the point mentioned. .
ty throu ~ Mr. Richard Campbell, of Santa IPe, since my return, has informed me
Jus an im that;in 1827, with a party of thirty-five men and a number of pack ani-
‘reater po mals, he travelled from New Mexico to San Diego by the way of Zuni
antry, and and-the valley of the Rio de Zuni, and found no difficulty threnghout the
1it. The whote distance. He further states, there is vo question thata good wagon-
e soil than Joute, furnishing the proper quantuin of woeod, water, and grass, can be
s, but . _fopnd in this direction; both to San Diego and the Pueblo de los Angeles.
sousidered Heinforms me, however, that, in order to reach the Rio Colarado, the Rio"
i -de Zuni would have to be diverged from at the falls, within a few miles
efore everzf} ofidts confluence with the Colorado, and a valley running generally
1d chara southwardly followed down fo its junction with the valley of that river.
on rocks,t ¢ Hehas further informed me that above the mouth of the Rio de Zuni
wal accom- here is a ford, called B Vado de los Padres, (the Ford of the Fathers,) to
salso, lik which a route leads from Zuni by the way of the pucblos of the Moquis
re. -This route, which he represents as much shorter than the other, is, how-
ipreciatio ever, on account of the difliculty of crossing the cafion of the river at the

until the ord, only practicable for pack animals. .
own eyes, «.Te Colorado, when he crossed it, near the mouth of the Rio de Zuii,
that wilds Zﬂa fordable; but he is of the opinion that it might not always be found

by a dulk, ot i proper for me, however, in this connexion, to state that I have con-
ing Aersed with two or three trappers, who represent that the Colorado is so
_ @?Qlﬂ.}" eanoned from its mouth upwards as to make a wagon-route in the

; direciion proposed impracticable. These persons, however, have at the

pearance #ame (ime stated that they know nothing personally of the continvous ex-
and soines tehice of this canon, never having been immediately on the ground: their

%Prelgenta\ions, then, should not counterbalance the statement of those
rersed cost hohave,

ave introduced the above representations, to which I might add those

'
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of other persons, corroborative of the Statements of Messrs. Carrayy
Campbell, in order that the department, being advised of the true
the information attainable upon the subject, might take such act
give such instructions in the premises as, in its judgment, it mig
expedient. ;
By reference to the map, it will readily be seen that a route frop
Fe to Pueblo de los Angeles, in the direction snggested, runni
would intermediate between the southern detour of Cook’s route
northern detour of the ‘““Spanish trail}’ route, or, in other words,
as possible, would not only be shorter by probably as much as three hy
miles than either of these routes, but, passing by the pueblos of Lagug
Zuni, and possibly of the Moquis, situated sull further westward
furnish supplies of subsistence and repairs of outfit for certainly the i
hundred, if not three hundred, miles of the way—desiderata certa
to be disregarded.
Respectfully submitted.
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JAMES H. SIMPSON
First Licutenant Corps Topographical Engi

APPENDIX A.

Licutenant Simpson’s report to Licutenant Colonel Washington
connaissance with a view to the establishinent of a post on the by
the Navajo country.

Santa FE, October 10,

Sir: In accordance with orders No. 35, current series, issue
headquarters of department No. 9, requiring me to make a ret
sance of the country in the vicinity of €ebolleta, with a view to
lection of a suitable position for a post in that vieinity, I have th

to report that I have made the reconnaissance required by said¥ I ar
and present the following as the result. °

The point I would suggest as the most suitable one for the lo . F
a post is the small settlement called Cebolletita, situated two and To Lieutenant Colonel J
ter miles to the south of, and in the same valley with, Cebolleta, Coma

.

" *Since the etablishment, of the pc
ot past to Sania Fe by the way o

.WEnLy miles shorter than by the we

the road leading from the Pueblo of Laguna to Cebolleta. My
for this selection are involved in the fellowing considerations:  ~

Tle Navajo nation is the principal one to which the post in que
its military aspects, is to have relation. Coming from the mounta
mediately to the north and back of Cebolleta, (see map,) and pas
Cebolleta and Cebolletita, is an avenue of approach from the:
country 1o the Mexican settlements in that and the neighborin
to the east of it. To the east of the selected point, I was informé
was another or other avenues of approach. To the west, by the"
the valley of the Rio de Sah José aund one of its tributaries, there!
other avenues of descent to be guarded agaiust. Now, as the nuf#
posts to be established is but one, it is obvious that its position sho
such as to affect the greatest possible area of country,aud that in i
prompt and effective manner. This position, evideutly, then, shod
central one. 'This condition is fulfilled in the case in question ¥
ting the post at the place stated—Cebolletita.
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