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Heopi Indien Emplre
Nraibl, Arizana
' lerch 28, 1949

Fresidant
dtve Heuse

Trapiante-n, DL O,

T~ rlin Pragident:

We. the Larelitery Hap! Chieftainy ~f the Hop!l Pueblneg ~f liatevilla,
Shaevnvy, and Mashengnevi humbly rojuesg a word with yeu.

Tooroashly acqualnted with the wisénm and knowledge ~f nur treditirn-
gl - r= -r cevernmert and our religlous orineiplén, sacredly actih~ni-
ool lbeed T T e L, wl, e T L sautnte Lar Jdatdes wad ob-
i.outiang T-r nll the comman people throughcut this land of the Hopd
fre, In recerdance with the fundamental princinles Af life, 1ifa
1r.i . dawn Car us by our Great Spirit, 'lasau' and by nsur
i, va nereby assontled in the Hopl Pueblo of Shunpona~vy en
Lr, 20, and 28 of this year 194% for the purvoso - ok g

e ~ent ol the Tnited States and rthers in ¢ i
e ve 13 otill 1In existance, 1ts trnditinnul I un-
4 I4s relipisng e~rder Intact and practicod, and the Stens

#, un~n which are written the brundariés ~f the ‘opl “mplra are
871" in tha hendy of the Chiefs ~f Oraibl and Hoteville Fucblos.

Flrwly Uelleaving thot the time hag nev coms fap us the highest lreaders
ol cupr resonctlive ruahlen to sresk and te reovamine aurselves,’ aur
Su.L7s a9, ~or roe:rt er.] vresent deeds, tea 1ask to the future and

el sily ail prretant and preassing policles thet are
ronu at the present-time, e met hers.

HEACR SN

v zay 13 feem ~ur hoarts, Vie spesk trutha that are 'tansd up-n
: smcorre iftlon und relielen,  ‘'e speak &s the flirst people in this
lan y-=n ecali A=swten, Rrd e ap+ak tn vAn, A wkitn =nr, the last

R . [ .

- e et - L. . . .
Jeciiing Tiewlon O PO T /
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Pl a Tl TR ¢
Elooand s richt t~ ¥17n, llbterty,.and the pursuit of Happiness. Ard
we are sreaking e 2l. thelacarfann Inllan people. :

Trdoy we, Hapl and white man, r-re face tn face &t the crrosr~1d nf owr

respactive 11fe. At lust aur runis have crnssed and it was frroetnld
ft weuld Le at the mast criticel time in the histary ~f manxing. .
I yhiere penrlo-an c~nfused. “hat we decide now and do hereafter, !

wili te the Cfate ~C ~ur respective people. Becauso we lopi leailors
‘ape {allawing ~ur tredicional instructions we mugt maks our position
clear te yan nnd we expect you to do the same tn us,

Adllew us to menticn snme nf the vital lasues which have arnused us'to
actisn und whlch we recngnized them to be the last desperate mévo »on
t.o part ef thie lecders in Washington, D, C. They are as follovws:

1. From the Land Claims Cnmuission in Washingten, D. ©. & letter re-
quasting us to filo in »~ur claim to land we belleved ve are en-
titled tn befnre the five-year 1limit beginnhing August 13, 1246
13 expired, We ars told that after the five-year limit ip expired
we cunnat file ory clolm.

A 2. —halng told by the Superintendent at Ksams,Canyen ipency ’
abaut leasing of our land to sAme DLl Cof 48 "o drilindor—all s Sywdr

Wa Gre held $o ke Yeclsion ~n vhesher S~ loass ubl rur l8n¢ and o
contrerl nll that goes with Lt ar we may be refused t~ - ru,  ut,

we ware tald If we rafused then these 011l Cempaniss mirht sans

their smart lavryers to Washingten, D. C. for the purpnse of Lo
duniryg .3nome Senatnr3 and Congressmsn to change certain lawa thut
will Yske fway ~ur rignts and authnrity ¢t~ cur land and »lueing

that cutherity in sn-ther department where they will be leasing

out our land at will, '

3. Vie've heard that a $80,000,77 i3 being appropriated for the rur-
pose af carrying out the pravislons »f the Act. lNo. 5.2963 which
read: To pronote the rehatilitation of the Navajn end ilopl
Trives of Indians an3d tha better utilirzation of tho resnurces of
the NaveJs anid lopt Indian Reservation, and for nther purn:-so.
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S ieay we wweb” “hiu 8DOUS TRe-Haover Comm!” ‘lon's propasal to

Congress the lndhghlnﬁ nf & program to cnanE; the country's

400,000 Indians into "full, tax-paying citizena" under state
jurlsdiction,

5. MNow we henrd about the North Atlantic Socurity treaty which
would binithe United States, Canada, and six European nations
to an &lllance in which an attack against nne..wnuld be con-

slinred un attack agalnst all, ,

Now these vital 1ssues coming to us from Washington touches the very -

ocre nf the Hopl 1ife, a peaceful 1ife., By this we know it is time

far us to speak and act, It 1a now time far us as higheat ledders

of nur respective penple to come to a definite understanding of our

poslitions before we go forward into the future and before you émbark

upon ynur new program. We want the peopls sverywhere to know our

stand, the Hopl pegple. It is of utmost importance that we do this
now,

Tha Hupi foom of goverument was eatsblirshed solely upon the celljts
cus and traditional grounds. The divine plan of life in this land”
wes lald down for us by our Great Spirit, Masau'u. This plan cannot
te chanfod, The Hopl 1life is all set according to the fundamental
principlos of life of this divine plan. ‘We can not do otherwlsé but
t3 fellaw this plan. Thera 1s 'no other way for us. ‘e aldn Rnow
that the white people and all othor races everywhere are following
curtain traditisnal and religlousa principles, What hava they done
#'th thom? New we are all tall:ing about the jud%emont day., We all.
are aware ~f that fact because we are rll going to that same polint
nc matter what religion we belleved in. In the light of our Hopl
proptocy it 1s going tn take place here and will be completed in the
fingl Zrpire, Sc¢ for this reasaon we urge you te give thase thoughts
yo.r most caraful consideration and to reexamine your past deeds and
future plans. Agaln we say let us set our house In order now.

This lund is a sacred home of the Hopl people and all the Indian Race
tn thia land. It was given tn the Hopl people the task to guard thias
lanl! not ty farce of arms, not bty killing, not by conflscating of
propertiss ~f nthers, but by humble prayere, by nbedience to rur’
traditional and religlous lnstructions and by being falthful to our
a=gat Spirit Mogautu, “a ars gtill @ soveraign naticn. Cur fleg
st11l flles throraghout our land (our enclent ruins), We have never
atanioned ar scvereignty ts any forelgn power or natlon. We've

bean sci{-geverning peaple lang uvefore any white men came t~ our
snoreys, “hat Great Spirlt mede and planned no power nn earth can
change. .

The boundaries of oup Emplre wore established permanontly and was
written upon Stone Tablets wnich are still wlith us. Another was i
given te his white brother who after emerging of .the first people to
this new lnnd went east with the underatanding that he will return
with hls Storie Teblnat to the Hopls, These Stone Tablets when put
topether and if they egree will prove tn the whole world that this
land !s truly belongs tn the Hopl people and that they are true
brathers, Then the white brother will restcre order und judge all
the people here who have been unfaithful to their traditlonal and
relligious principles and who have miatreated his people.

New, we ask you Mr, President, the Amerloan pegple end jou,.our own
preopls, Amerlcan Indians, to give these words of Aurs your mnst ser-
lous considerations, Let us al]l reexamine ourselves and sea whara
=. bi&nd Lcday, Oteat Spirit, ‘Masau'u has granted us tne Indiuns,
the first right to this land, . This 1s our sacred soil.

Tuduv we ara bolng ceksd to £ile eur land claims in the Land Caiims
Commission in Washington, D, C. We, as hereditary Chieftaina of the

ll~pt Tribe, can not and will not file any claims according to the -

frovisions set up by Land Clalms Commission becauss we have never \
beon conoulted in regards to setting up thess provisiona. Besides
we have ‘already 1aid claim to this whole western hemisphere long be-
fore Columbus's groat, great grandmother was born., We will not ask
»~ white man, who ocame to us recently, for a plece of land that 1is
sady ours. Ve think that white péople shauld be thinking about
7 for a permit to bulld their homes upon our land,

*1 we leasc any part of our land for oll dovelopment &t
™ie land {8 nol for leasing or for sale. This'ls our
“up true “wrother, has not yet arrived, Any prospecting,
'~z enour lpand that is being done ruow ls without
" : " g
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We haove boen told that thers s’ t 0,000,0QO being eppropriated by
the Indian Bureau for the Hopl: und avajo Indlans, i-We have heard of .
other large appropriations beroro bﬂt where all that money géés we
ha 6 nevar been able t& find nut. *'Wo are atill poor, even puorer
beduuse of ths reduction of our land, stook, farma, and it seems ai
though the Indfan Bureau or whoaver la planning now lives for us now
{s ready to roduce us, tha Hopl people, under this new pian, wh{ we
do not need all that money and we do.nat.ppk 'for it.. We are self-
surporting people, We aro not ntarving People starve only when
thev .eglect thelr farma or when they become tod lasy to work, May-
re “ho ladlar Burecu is atarving, muybe a Novajo is -atarving, They
12 neking for it, True, there are ‘the aged, the blind and the
eripsled who need help., So we will not accept any ne¥ thecries that
the Indisn Burvau 1s planning for our }ives under. this new appropri-
ation. Nelther will we abandon our homes'

Now we rannot understand why sinoce ita estlbllahmant the government
of tho Ualted S8ta%es has teken over ever ng we owned elthor by
foren, belibery, trickery, and sometimes gy reskless killing, making
hiags21f vary rioh, and alftor all theee years of ne%a«ct'of tho’
Am:rirrn Indlrns zave the coursge today in ennouneing to the wnild
a =lun viaich will "convert the country's 400,000 Indians into 'f21
trv naylg citizens! urnder state jurladiction.". Ave you évar pui g
to Ye ertfefied witn-all the ‘wealth you bave now bacauso of ud ths
Ity ne? There is aoﬂething terribly wrong wlth youir systam of pov-
ervrort basrvge efSoy ¢ Lhese yaara. we the Irndizna are otlill licke
ing .n fne bonee aad crwats that fall to us from your tables, lave
Jou ‘nrgalica vhe meaning of *hm*knntving Day? . Have the Americcn
paniie, white peogla. forgoiten %Lo treatlies vith the Indinnn, your
dutiag and oc;;eatlona as guardl.na?

New we have haapd ebnat the Atlnrilc spourity treaty which we under-
st 4 will bind *the Ualtad States,. Canudn-and aix other European
ncolsns o ep alliuwnsc 11 which an attack ngainst one would be ocon-
siderad an atiark againat all,

ERN trnd“, a3l loaders want “you and the livi.acan PEEPTE Lo Wil .
that we wi.l syend firmly vpon our traditicrsl uud rellpiove greunds,
&nt Lhab e wx‘k rot Lind eurselves to Aay feraign MEHL Bt *nts

Irim N,lu‘= WIli Wo g6 with you on & wild and recnlssi ecvatare
- Few w)lli load us only to @ total ruin. Cur H(g; yaom ol
“i 13 all sev and ready for unuch ev;ntvallby. Wo. &0 w0 met
8lz o"hev ilch and pewerfu) nailona who havt coeme %e onw sheras,
froa *he Fouly Spsnish Conyulsiudors down to tho pres:ni jolsriment
of *the Uni“md Statss ali or wriost have vaed force 14 tfylng ' to wipe ™
ou’ our exfatence here in cur own hero, We wapt to cola Lo our own
destiny irn our own way. Wo have rno unemy. We vill néithdr shew -
ou. tnwd und arrers tn aavone at tbis tima. Thim 1s cur only wny to
everiasting 11fe and happiness. Our $rndition und religioud truin-
ing [.rbid ua to harm, i1 snd m0¢ost tayens, We, .tcreturé. ob=-
jec*al to our boys baing forsed to be ‘tfuined for war to becurn
nn~levere and destroyers,. It 1s you whe sbould protcot us. Whdt
nawin'wio has taken up arms ever brought peace and huppinons to
his peoplie? -

k]
\

All tke laws under the Conntltutlon of the United. States were made
withot our conadent, knnwledge,.and apprnval, yet we are being foare '
oec %o do ovarybhing that we know are contrlr{ $o our Teliglous

principlas and those prinoiplba of the Constitutions of the

Lr‘.‘;cd 3tales. o — it 1 T i g '-r..w».:—.'tr-ﬁ

& osn yous American pooﬂlo, what bas beonme of zour religion
sradtbicn? Whers do we stand taday?  The tine has now ;
4. el ue as leaders of our peopls to recxxiice iuinaives,
~#3;i rnd our future plans,” The Jadgatenk day wiil Acon ;
“: Lo us make haste and get our houss in urhdr béfore
1t L. “ou :aba. i

New v
1
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We believe Eheso"tb be truths and from éur hearts nnd Tor these
reasons wd, Hopi'Chieftains, urgé yon.ta givé thess thoughts your
most aarnsst crnsiderations,end,'aftér a tharcugh snd careful
consideration *o want to heap fyom.you at your ,earliiest oonvenisnce.
Thll ip our sacred duty to our peopie. We are,

L S . 8incerely yours,

Chief Tnzahnrtewa. . cr
) Village Chiar, Belr Clan, Shungopovy

Basovaya, t.* e
Adviser, Kntohin al.n, s\mgopovy

Andrew Hormequatterm,
Advianr, B3us Bird Clan, Shunsopovy

Chief Sackmasa, " -
Village Crier, Coyotse Clan, lulhongopuy

Chief James Pengayawyha; M
Village ChieZ, Xcirop Clan (fire), Hotsvilla

Chief Dan Katchdngova,

Advisor, Co-vuler, Sun f!lan, Hotevilla

, Ii L iPUETERS .
Thomas Banyacya (formerly Thomas Jenkins), Oraidi

Genrge daaaratie, Shungopovy Herbert Talahaftewa, Shungopovy
Roy Kuchinhongva, Wushonpgnovi

OTHERS
Lewis Tewanina, Antelope Priest, Shungnpnvy
Naquahongva, Mushongnovi
Seyestewa, Mushonpgnovl
Nuvanyinewa, Shupuvlavi .
Andy Seletatewa, Mishongnovi
Taylor Wazzie, Shungopovy: V/,
Glen Josytewa, Shungopovy L.
Wadsworth Hevayoungtewa, Snake Chisf, Shunsopovy
Hamors tewa, Muuhongnovi,y’
Sacklestewa, Huohoncpovith
. Masayesva, Iu-honsnou v/ e
'Qi?'%’-t"""*“"i-.: 8tdrlle- uﬁ?nﬁioiﬁ" hfm“ M‘%-'

Will K. Masw, Mushongnivi * e

Tavamevne'n, 8hungopc ¢ t” ‘/v
‘ Otis Polohonomn. Shungopovy

Pranklin Coochestews, Kawn chiet. shungnpovy
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