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penctrate into the very hoart of their country; and thus a geo-
sraphicul knowledgo has been obtained, which ennnot but be of
the highest valuo in any future military demonstration it may
he necessary to muke.

1t is true tho Navajos may fail to comply with the terms of
the treaty,  But, whether they comply or not, the fact still re-
maing the snme, that u treaty covering the whole ground of their
fealty, (the former covered but a fow points,) as well in the gen-
eral g the particular, was nccessary, in order to satisfy the
public mind, as well ag testify to the wholo world that, should
any future coercion become necessary, it would bo but a just
retribution, and, in o manner, their own act.

In the afternoon, after the treaty wus concluded, (uite a
number of Nuvajo warriors, at lenst v hundred, camo within the
vicinity of the camp to trado with the-troops, seemingly hnppy
that so peaceful a termination had been given to ‘affairs.  They
were generally armed with bows and lances, and carried also
shiclds, Very fow of them had rifles. In'some instances they
were,very handsomely dressed, an uppendage of eagle feathers to
their helmet-shaped cap adding not a little te thchgictm‘esquc-

ness of their appeurance. (For o sketch of a Nuvajo ifveostume.
see Plate 52.).

Their principal articles of traflic consisted of blankets of their

peculiar and superior handiwoik, dressed skins, and peaches.

The blankets, though not purchasable with money, asit is not
used as a tender awmong them, were sold, in some instances, for
the most trifling article of ornament or clothifg j.it being their
manner, if they saw anything about your dress which- they fan-
cied, and wanted to buy, to point to it, and then to the article
for which they were willing to barter it.

There was 2 Moqui Indian present at the council this morning
as a spectator; and a more intelligent, frank-hearted looking
fellow, I have seldom-beheld. (Sec a sketch of him in Plate 51.)
Indeed, it occurred to me that he had all the air and manner of a
" well-bred, vivacious American gentleman; and the only thing
Iudian in his appearance was his complexion.  Iis people, whom
lie represents as living three days’ travel from this place, have
the reputation of being quite intelligent and orderly ; it being one
of the articles of their political as well as religious creed that

* they are at liberty under no circumstances to take human life ;
6
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ull these cuses they are far inferior to our own, in point of bulk
and power. -

Nineteentlh camp, Chelly, September 9.—To-dny, the two chiefs,
Murinno Martinez and Chapnton, the latter the chief of the Sun
Juan Nuvajos—(see his portrait in Plate 60) havo been in, on
the part of the nation, to deliver up some of tho captivos, stock,
and other property required to bo dolivered nccording to the
treaty made by Colonel Nuby ; and nlso to enter into w moro
comprehensive and complete treaty. A large portion of this
property not being immediately availablo, as they said, on nc-
count of the distance whencee it had to be brought, the colonel
commanding, with their consent, appointed a limited period—
thirty days—in which all that yet remained outstanding was to
be delivered up at Jémez.  Tho murderer of a citizen of Jémez
was, ng soon as he could be apprehended, to be turned over to
the governor at Santa I°¢.

The parties then entered into o treaty, by which the govern-
ment of the United States assumed the paternal control it has
been in the habit of exercising over the tribes of Indians within
_or hordering upon its domain; and the Navajo nation, on its
part, through its head chiefs, Martinez and. Chapaton, who re-
presented that what they did was binding on the whole nation,
gave their full and unequivoeal assent to all its terms.  Particu-
lar care was taken, both by the colonel commanding and the
Indian commissioner; to make the chiefs comprehend the full
import of the treaty to which they were invited to give their
assent,  And, to be certain that all was done that could be done
“to insurc this, cach and every officer present was appealed to, to
know whether he considered the treaty had been sufficiently ex-
plained ; to which they all, without exception, responded in the
afirmative. :

All that could be actomplished by the expedition, then, may
‘be considered as having been accomplished. A full and com-
plete treaty has been made with the Navajos, by which they
have put themselves under the jurisdiction and control of the
government of the United States, in the same manner and to the
same extent as the tribes bordering the United States. The por-
tion of the captives and stolen property near enough to be made
available have been given up, and the remainder has been prom-
ised tobe restored within a determinate period. Addtothis, what
is of no inconsiderable value, the troops have been enabled to
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most suitablo for such a state of things—the lodge they now in-
linbit.

In regard to the manulncturo of cotton fubrics, in which, nc-
cording to Gregg, they excel, wo observed no evidences nt nll of
this species of mahuficture among theny, nor any signs of the
domestic culture of the plunt from whicly, rather than from o for-
cign source, they would be most likely to draw the raw material.*

In regard to the manufucture of plumage, or feathor-work,
they certuinly digplay o greater fondness for decorations of this
gort than any Indians wo havo scen; but, though they exhibit
tasto in the selection and disposition of this kind of ornamont
about their persons, I suw no exhibition of it in the way of em-
broidery.

In respect to the population of the Navajo nation, it has been
impossible for me to arrive at anything like an approximation of
it.  Indeed, if the few we havo seen bear a proper proportion to
tho whole munber contained in the country, the extent of this
population has been greatly exaggerated. But I prefer to be-
licve that, as a nation, they live much scattered, and that those
through whose precincts we have passed have studiously avoided
us. All things considered, then, I would estimate the popula-
tion from cight thousand to ten thousand souls: this last number
is Gregg’s estimate.

As regurds their stock, so far as I could observe, and from
what the reclaimed Mexican captive before referred to has told
me, I should say that it consisted mainly of sheep and horses;
mules and cattle forming but an inconsiderable portion of it.
We have as yet, however, not fallen upon a drove of cither of
these animals; which the Mexican explains by saying that they
have, the better to conceal them fromn the troops, been driven
to the mountains, Innumerable signs of sheep, however, have
been seen by us. The horses, though generally better than
those to be scen among the New Mexicans, and capable of long
and rapid journeys under the saddle, are not, in my judgment,
near so fine as what I have seen among the Comanches; and in

* Since writing the above, on inquiry, I learn from Seffor Vigil that
the Navajos (he has been in their country) formerly manufuctured a few
cotton fabries from the raw material, which they were in the habit of im-
porting from Santa Fé and other places ; hut that this species of manufie-
ture lius now almost, if not entirely, ceased,
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nnd in rogard to infidelity on the paxt of their womon, thoir
luws ure snid to bo vory stringent.  I'heso poople, I am inform-
ced, herd stock, grow corn, and live in pueblos, of which there
are, nccording to the Moqui present at this timo, but threo. It
is roported that originally they had a greuter number of towns;
but, onc or more of them becoming guilty of shedding human
blood, they wero on thut account exscinded.  Docs not this articlo
of their ereed, if true, point to a civilized origin? At all ovonts,
thero is nothing in the foatures, manners, and general uppesnr-
unco of the Moqui I have scen to belio such an hypothesis, but,
on tho contrary, a great deal to make it probable.*

Martinez, the principal Navajo chief, brought in a beautiful
wule this morning to present to the colonel commanding. I'he
colonel, howover, with the remark that it was neither customary
nor proper on tho part of public oficers to receive such presents,
graciously declined it.

There having been vagjous contradictory reports among us
relatife to other American troops having visited Chelly besides
Colonel Washington's command, I to-day inquired of Martincz
whether such was the fact. His reply was, that the first Amneri-
can troops that had visited Chelly were those at present there.

The climate of this valley we find much milder during the
night than that we have horotofore experienced since leaving
Jemez. P

Twenticth camp, September 10.—Colonel Washington Jearning
yesterday from Chapaton that Captain Ker was not on his way
to meet him at this place, as he was led at Tunecha, through
information from a chicf, to believe might be the case; and a
report having been received that the Apaches had within a few
days made an attack upon the friendly Pueblo Indians of - Zuiii,
and killed a number of them ; the programme of operations has
accordingly been altered ; and our destination is now Santa I'é,

¥ Tt is proper, however, to state that Sefor Vigil, who has twice visited
these people, says he knows nothing of this peculiar article of their faith.
* 1Le knows, however, thut, though they are a docile people, they once wore
in a defensive war with the Navajos, against whom they used the bow and
arrow. I suspeot, when the exact truth is known with regard to theso
people, it will be found that, though jnclined to a stato of peace, they are
not so disinclined, to war as not, under coercive circumstances, to stand up,
aven ot the risk of bloodshed, to defend their lives and property.
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by tho way of Zufii; the object being to afford this people all
tho nocessary aid which their reported situation demands.

The troops necordingly took up their line of march from
Chelly ut 7 A. M., tho general course for the duy being south-
cnst, For tho first two miles our route lay up the valley of
Chelly, and then turned more castwardly; it at this point com-
mencing the ascent of & cpecics of mdsa, or rather uplund.
- Three miles further, the re.1 approximates within o few yurds
of the Callon of Chelly. To this point tho road is exceedingly
rocky and hilly; but these hills ean in all probability be avoided
by continuing up the valley of Chelly us fur as opposite the point
montioned, and then turning to the left up themésa,  (See map.)
I'he country at the point referred to begins to bo rolling ; serub
pino and a species of spruce, thickly interspersed, constituting
the sylva. Four niles further, o protrusion of trap rock, looking
for all tho world like the square tower of a church, with windows,
could be scen, bearing northeast, some twelve miles off.  Eigh-
teen miles from our last camp, we commenced the ascont of the
Sierra de Laguna, the slope of which wagons would find some
- difficulty in overcoming, unless one more casy could be found—
a thing not at all improbable—or somelabor beexpended. 'The
ascent we found to be two miles long—vwhich accomplished, we
were on & plateau ; a mile more bringing us to our camp-ground

for the night, where we find an abundance of wood,-a sufficiency,

of pasturage; but no water.

The soil to-day has been principally of an arid, argillaccous
character; the serub pine and cedar characterizing this portion
of the route. Since commencing the ascent of thé Sicrra de
Laguna, scrab oak and yellow pine of a large growth hiave been
the sylva. Cuacti have been frequently seen. We crossed a
number of heavy Navajo trails; and signs of large droves of
sheep were observable.  The day’s march has been 20.50 miles.

Twenty-first camp, September 11.—The troops raised camp at
a quarter after 6 A. M., and followed, as yesterday, a well-beaten
trail ; the general course for the day continuing about southeast.
ITaving proceeded two and a half miles, one of the guards sent
in advance yesterday to find water, roturning and informing the
colonel commanaing that there was some in a caiion to the left,
about. five miles off, a detour to the northeast was made by the
troops in order to rcach it. This cailon is said to be a branch
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of tho Cafion de Cholly ; and its banks woro 8o steep as to make
it necegsary for tho animals to bo disburdened of their packs to
onablo them to reunch the water at ity bottom. The supply we
found ample, and it doubgless is constant.

After halting for about an hour, the troops resumed the march,
the remaining portion of the day's route continuing slightly
mory southwardly.

Tor the fivst fourteon and a hulf miles the country is a pino
barren, resembling very much in appourance, and in the urenn-
ccous character of its soil, the pine barrens of Florida, excepting
that the former is more compnct.  For the remuining portion of
the roite, it is o rolling pruirie, variegated with copses of pifton;
the soil being of u reddish color, argillaceous in charncter und
doubtless fertile, if sufliciently watered.  Five miles bofore reach-
ing our present camnp, o mésa esearpment comes in from the left,
and skirts the rond on that side for tho bulance of the way. The
walls of this mésn are probably from three to four hundred feet
in height, Just before reaching cump, & most singular-looking
column appears on the left of the road; resembling, when viewed
near by, n vase ; when remotely, o statuo. 1t is of sandstone
formation, and hasan altitude of from thirty to forty feet. (Sce
sketch in Plate 56.)

Our cump for the night is more pleasant than -usual—a small
pond or lake, bordered by a margin of green luxuriant grass,
heing dircctly in front of us, to gladden our sight; and the
beautiful stratified walls of the Cuafoneito Bonito, down which
we arc to turn to-morrow, adding its beauty to the scenc.
Some ducks, I notice, are constantly hiovering around this spot.

The road to-day has been good. The distance marched is
24.83 miles, Scveral showers of rain have passed around us.

Astronomical observations put this camp in longitude 109°
15" 30",

Twenty-gecond camp, September 12.—Failing, on account of
a hazy atmospliere, to get my usual astronomical obsecrvations
last evening, I suceceded, after the exercise of a great deal of
patience, to get a few barely tolerable ones after midnight.

The command left this oxcellent camp-ground at 7 A. M.;
its general course for the day being a trifle west of south, Im-
mediately on resuming the march, we turned short to the left,
or castwardly, to thread the Caftoncito Bonito, (Beautiful Little
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Culon.) 'This ¢niton, which is about o quartor of a milo in length,
is, on nccount of its high enclosing walls, and the well-defined
churncter of their stratification, benutiful. Thoe wally, which
aro nearly vortical, are probably feom three to four hundred
feet high,  Tho formation is u rod frinblo sandstonoe ; the strati-
fication, which discloses a dip of about ton degrees towurds tho
cast, ny also the line of cloavage, being very distinetly marked.
Tho width of tho caflon is about one hundred feet, o small stream
finding its way through its bottom. This caflon differs from that
of Chelly, in tho faco of its wulls not being so smooth ; in not
presenting as largo unstratifiod masses; and having a talus of
debris at the foot of tho walls. ‘

This cafion passed through, the route turned almost due south ;
following, for the romaining portion of tho day, o succession of
wide, shallow, fortile valloys, which are genernlly bordered on
their castern side by escarpmont walls of u white and red sand-
stono formation,

Just after wo debouched from the Cuftoneito Bonito, a most
singular prospoct of detached turret-like rocks appeared skirting
the valley just referred to on its custern side. And down the
volley, in o more southerly direction, a trap dyko of a striking
character presented itself, o short distance to our front. Tor a
sketeh of this view, sco Plate 57. This dyke, on examination,
I found to present a most intoresting exhibition of igneous action
and vertical protrusion. Its height above the plain is somo threo
or four hundred feet; its breadth, one hundred aund fifty; and
its length, about two hundred yards. Its strike is nearly due
cast. Ilcre can be scen, in the same formation, rocks that have
been once perfectly fused, and then cooled under pressure, the
effect being to make them more dense; rocks that have been
fused, and then cooled under the pressure only of the atmosphere,
the cffect being to make them scoriaccous; and rocks that look
as if they had not been fused, but merely baked. I noticed also
here, in a sort of cave, a large mass of the samo kind of black,
agglutinated, pitchy substance I have already described as hav-
ing been scen, August 24, in the rocks of the Caiion de le Copa.
It was here, as there, intermingled with bits of straw, &c. These
arc the only trap rocks we have scen near our route since we
left our eighteenth camp. .

About nine miles from our last camp, on the route, is Siene-
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