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72 MANNERS AND CUSTOMS.

256. They have a worship of them, but I never saw them worshipping the Great
Spirit.. Their choruses are solemn, and conducted with much decorum.

257. Cradle songs, I know of none. The child is sung to, by the women humming
or making a whistle through the teeth. I do not know that I ever heard a father
sing to a child to put it asleep, or to stop its crying. I have heard the father sing to
them to make them dance, which is about all the singing accorded to children. All.the
sculpturing we see is on some of the war implements and cradles, and some of them
are quite fanciful.”

4. MAN\IERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE MOQUI A\ID
NAVAJO TRIBES OF NEW MEXICO

DR P G S Ten Broeck Assistant Surgeon in the Umted Sta.tes Army, Wh1le
stationed at the most advanced posts in New Mexico, ‘;\est of the Rio Grande, in

1851 and 1852, performed several excursions into the more remote towns and v111a0‘es
of the Moqu1 and Navajo tribes. Five or six months were occupied in these excur-
sions, in which he became deeply interested in their manners and customs, which he
recorded in his journal on the spot, while the impressions created on his mind were
fresh and full. *Hé has, at my request, furnished the following extracts from his
’ joﬁrnal They present these tribes, of whom many false reports have been mrculate :
in a new an ;I_f,mterestlnv light. Their 1chosyncr‘101es are, in many respects, re

The" several bands of the Moqui tribe, of whom we have had the last 1nf01m%t10 y

are shown to be cult "L i

s of the soil, and to raise large flocks of sheep, from: whos’

wool a very. compact‘ a.nd' “a,utlful species of blanket is woven. Yet these sheep are
never shorn untﬂ after death The Indians possess no process of dressing them wh ich s
not. sunply ‘f'm aborlm 1l art; nor of tanning any species of skin, or. converting t info
leather.. - They are _
predatory excursmns, like the more fierce and military Navajoes near them. They
dwell, indeed, Wlthm the terrltorlal area of the latter, w1th whom their lancruacre
denotes an- aﬁimty ‘

These new views of the 10W domestic condition and arts of these tribes, tend to
take away"from the overcharged accounts of Coronado and his contemporaries, w
we promulgated ‘in his expedition to Cibola, in 1542
excitement and description. (Pueblo of Laguna: Plate V.)

‘semi-agricultural and pacific people, not enoaome in wars

an era, indeed, of extr:waoant

“ Dec. 25th, 1851.—1I attended church to-day, and witnessed a curious spectacle.” The,
church is quite a large building of stone, laid up in mud, and is surmounted by
wooden cross. It is long and narrow, and the walls are whitewashed in much th
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-age’ constant war, and to defend themselves against whom they have placed
\d:all the trails leading to the town, pits, ten feet deep, and just large enough to
. a horse, at the Dbottom of which long and sharp-pointed stakes are planted
;eht, and which are covered over with earth and bushes, in so artful a manner that
one would suspect their existence. When Colonel Summner was encamped near
13:31: summer, his command lost several horses and mules by falling into these pits.
Zﬁﬁims have flocks and herds, and they weave, spin, and kuit, like the Lagunians,
*{;h‘e:i_r'painted earthenware is far prettier. Their language is different from that of
any. f-the other Pueblos. They are supposed by some to he descended from the band
“Welsh, which Prince Madoc took with him on a voyage of discovery, in the twelfth
{m'y, and it is said that they weave peculiarly and in the same manner as the
ple of Wales. '
here are among them some albino-looking Indians, with perfectly white hair, light
lue eyes, and a dead white complexion which exposure to the sun does not darken.
heir features are generally Indian. I saw here two eagles In cages; also a number
of fine turkeys, the first I have seen in New Mexico.

~March 31st, 1852.— Between eleven and twelve to-day we arrived at the first towns

of Magui.  All the inhabitants turned out, crowding the streets and house-tops to have
aview of the white men. All the old men pressed forward to shake hands with us,
and we were most hospitably received and conducted to the governor's house, where
‘we were at once feasted upon guavas and a leg of mutton broiled npon the coals.
After the feast we smoked with them, and they then said that we should move our
camp in, and that they would give us a room and plenty of wood for the men, and sell
us'corn for the animals. Accordingly a Magui Indian was despatched with a note to
the sergeant, ordering him to hreak up camp and move into town. The Indian left
on foot at half past twelve P. M., and althougl it took an hour to cateh the mules aud
pack up, the men arrived and were in their quarters hy six P. M. The camp was
* _f"‘ﬂbdut eight and a half miles from the village. He could not have heen more than an
h'(;ml‘ in ‘going there, but they are accustomed to running from their infancy, and have
great bottom. This evening we hought sufficient corn for the mules at $5.00 per
“fanéja, (two and a half bushels,) paying in bayjeta or red cloth, and they are now
enjoyi_ng their first hearty meal for many days. The three villages here are situated
, °“ & strong bluff, about 300 feet high, and from 30 to 150 feet wide, which is approached
by @ trail passable for horses at only one point. This is very steep, and an hour’s
work in throwing down the stones with which it is in many places built up, could
render it utterly inaccessible to horsemen. At all other points they have constructed
f"Otpaths, steps, &c., by which they pass up and down. The side of the rock is not

Perfect]y perpendicular, but after a sheer descent of sixty or seventy feet there are
Pr.Iv.—11
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lédges from five to eight yards wide, on which they have established their sheep—fol&g
The bluff is about 800 yards long, and the towns are some 150 yards apart. Thg
upon the southern point contains fully as many inhabitants as both the others, an
the houses are larger and higher : horses cannot reach it, as the rock is much broke
up between it and the second town. A

The houses are built of stone, laid in mud, (which must have been brought from th
plain below, as there is not a particle of soil upon the rock), and in the same form -
those of the other Pueblos. They are, however, by far the poorest I have seen. Th
stories are but little over six feet high, and scarcely any of the houses can boast .o
doors or windows. The rafters are small poles of pifion, seven feet with centre-pok
and supporting pests/rl’liigljing lengthways through the building. Over these, and a |
right angles with smaﬂei“:enes, poles covered with rushes are placed, and a coating ¢ i
mud over all forms the roof. They are whitewashed inside with white clay. Hangi
by strings from the rafters, I saw some- curious ‘and’ rather horrible little Aztec image

made of wood or clay, and- decorated with paint and feathels, which the rru1de told m

were “saints;” but I have: seen the children playing with them in the most irrevereiit:
manner. The houses.are entered by means of" ladderb, as in the other Pueblos. Th

bluff runs nemrly northiand south, inclining a very little to: the north-west. ~When

quarter of a mile from its foot, it is 1mp0551b1e for a stranger to distinguish the to
as, from the little wood used, there is no smoke perceptible, and the houses look exact]
like the piles of rocks to be seen on any of the neighboring misas; -and I did not know
where the Moqui was until ffully on the top of the ridge and just entering Harro, the &
first town, which is situated on the nor th end YVe are stoppmcr in the mlddle town
here who stated that they had- been trfwelhno “\l,Vlth the- Coy oteros, Who attacked th
.
,Thls P!
took the trail for the Cafion de Chilly: ‘There is a’ mountain, in “the plain south-w
from Moqui, which is covered with perpetual Snow, and called by the Navajoes, Cle
Natary — the chief mountain. :

and killed five Americans of the party; and that JUSt ; other Americans came

<

killed - three Coyoteros, and ran off with much atock.

zu ty, on leaving he

They say that by riding very fast, one can go from here to the river in a day, or
two, by easy marches. The Navajoes say that a large party of Americans have be
living all winter on the river near this mountam one day’s easy ride from here. V
there is great drought in the valley, the Moguis go in procession to a large spring:
the mountain for water, and they affirm that after doing so, they always have ple
of rain. I saw three Payoche Indians to-day. They live on a triangular piec
land, formed by the junction of the San Juan and Colorado of the West, and, I belié;
never come into the settlements to trade. There is no running stream near here,
they obtain all their water from a small spring near the eastern base of the m
tain, or rather bluff. They do not irrigate, nor do they plough, as they have no cat
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e not seen ten horses or mules about the place. The valley is most miserably

ut there are thousands of acresrin it. They plant in the sand.

' 1st.— I was quite sick last night with a most awful headache, and had a chill

evening. I was awakened at midnieht by the Indians, who were singing and

cmg in the Plaza for some hours, doubtless in preparation for to-day. I have been

: 4 to-day with Moquis, ’\’1\"goes, and Payoches, and going now and then to look.

- the-dancing in the Plaza just behind us, which, they tell me, is a religious ceremony
b mg on rain. )

¢ weather to-day lias been very disagreeable, with a cold wind from the south.

have Dbeen undel the Weather we have not yet had our grand talk with the

Amonff the othel‘ Pueblo Indmns the dresses of the perfmmers bemg more qmlnt
ich.~* There were twenty men and as many women, ranged in two: “files. The
dresses of the men were similar to those I have described at Laguna durmg the Christ-
mas! holydays, except that they wear on their heads large pasteboard towers painted
typically, and curiously decorated with feathers; and each man has his face entirely
red by a vizor made of small willows with the bark peeled off, and dyed a deep
brown.” They all carry in their hands gourds filled with small pebbles, which are
rattled to keep time with the dancing. The women all have their hair put up in the
mantier peculiar to virgins; and immediately in the centre, where the hair is parted,
aJong, straight eagle’s feather is fixed, (Plate 7, Fig. 5). They are also adorned with
'turkey and eagle’s feathers, in much the same way as the malinchi of the Lagunians.
- B“tby far the most beautiful part of their dress is a tilma of some three and a half
 feet square, which is thrown over the shoulders, fastened in front, and, hanging down
_rbehlnd reaches half-way below the knee. This tilma is pure white. Its materials I
: Should suppose to be cotton or wool. Its texture is very fine, and it has oie or more
Wl_de borders of heautiful colors, exceedingly well wrought in, and of curious patterns.
TB&"WOmen also wear vizors of willow sticks, which are colored a bright yellow, and
arranged in parallel rows, like Pandean pipes. On each side of the files is placed a
: small boy, who dances or canters up and down the line, and is most accurately modelled
.’ﬂﬁer the popular representation of his Satanic majesty’s imps, (Plate 7, Fig. 4). With
: the -exception of a very short-fringed tunic, reaching just below the hlp joint, and a
broad sash fastened around the waist, the hoy is entirely naked. On his head he wears
‘”hm" like a sugarloaf painted black, which passes over the whole head, and rests
upon his shoulders.  Around the hottom of this, encircling his neck, is a wreath made
vof twigs from the spruce-tree, and on the top are fixed two long feathers which much
R‘Semble Lorns, and are kept in their places by a connecting string. The whole body
18 painted black, relieved hy white rings placed at regular intervals over the wholo
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person. The appearance of these little imps, as they gambolled along the line %
dancers, was most amusing. They had neither a tombe accompaniment, nor a bag
of singers; but the dancers furnished their own music, and a most strange sound
was, resembling very much the noise, on a large scale, of a swarm of blue-bottle ﬂ_]
in an empty hogshead. ’

Each one.was rolling out an aw, aw, aw, aw, in a deep base tone; and the soun
coming through a hollow vizor, produced the effect described. The dance was a
monotonous one, the dancers remaining in the same place, and alternately lifting the
feet, in time to the song and gourds. The only change of position was an occasi
« abbut face.’:"] Whé‘ﬁ the ﬁrst’ came in, two old men, who acted as masters of cé

Vfore-ﬁncrer anomted each dancer on the shoulder. After dancmrr awhile in the mo

above descmbed ‘the ranks were opened, and rugs and blankets bemcr brough
spread upon the ground the virgins squatted on them, while the men kept up a
of mumming- dance in front.” Every third or fourth female had at this time a laf
hollow gourd placed before. her on which rested a grooved piece of wood, shaped I
an old-fashioned Washboard and by drawing the dry shoulder-blade of a sheep rapid
across this, a sound was- produced similar to that of a watchman’s rattle. -After
forming the same dance on each side of the Plaza, they left, to return again in aho
fifteen minutes; and thus they kept it up from sun-rise till dark, when the danci

ceased

" running rftces, When they were afct’tcked by a huge rrr17zly bear (or rather a fello'
the skin of- one), whi
bay and Lﬂled They‘,the " medmtely opened him, and took from out of his bod
quantity of Guavas green corn, &c.; which his bearship had undoubtedly appropri
from the refreshments provided for the clowns. But no sooner had they drsEosed
Bruin, than a new trouble came upon them in the shape of two ugly little imps, ¥
prowling about took every opportunity to annoy them; and when, by dint of g

after a long pursuit, and many hard fights, they-broug

perseverance,- they succeeded in freeing themselves from these misshapen brats
rushed eight or ten most horrible-looking figures (in masks), all armed with wh
which they did not for a moment hesitate to apply most liberally, to any of the o
clowns who were so unlucky as to fall into their clutches. They even tied some ha
and foot, and laid them out in the Plaza. ;

It seemed they were of the same race as the imps, and came to avenge the treatm
they had received at the hands of the clowns; for the “limbs of Satan” retur
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immediately, and took an’ active part in their capture, and in superintending
agella;%;ing operations. Such horrible masks I never saw hefore—noses six inches
o mop{,hs from ear to ear, and great goggle eyes, as big as half a hen’s egg, hanging
stﬁng partly out of the socket. They came and vanished like a dream, and only
ing:;long enough to inflict a signal chastisement on the unfortunate clowns; who,
rer; soon regained their wonted spirits, after their tormentors left; and for the
f<‘jthé day had the field to themselves. '
The simple Indians appeared highly delighted by these performances; and I must
oW hdv_ing had many a hearty laugh at their whimsicalities.
While the dances were going on, large baskets, filled with guavas of different forms
’d.c4cl>lors; roasted ears of corn, bread, meat, and other catables, were hrought in, and
istributed Dby the virgins among all the spectators. The old governor tells me, this
Yenj;;g, that it is contrary to their usages to permit the females to dance; and that
ose whom T supposed to he young virgins, were in fact young men, dressed in female
pparél for the occasion. This is a eustom peculiar to the 3Moquis, I think, for in all
the other Pueblos I visited, the women dance.

Ap}-il 2d.~—Snow fell last night, and 1t has continued all the forenoon. The weather

is,very cold and disagreeable, with a strong south wind blowing. We hired a Navajo
'Tpdiall‘to take our horses over to the other side of the mountain (about six miles) to
gfaze them; and as the weather would not allow us to visit the other four towns, we
seated ourselves down with the governor, and other prineipal men; smoked, and had
our “Dbig talk,” obtaining from them as much information as possible, relative to their
history, customs, origin, religion, crops, &c.
. The principal ruler was present.

This government is hereditary, but does not neccessarily descend to the sons of the
incumbent ; for if the people prefer any other blood-relation, he is chosen.
.. The population of the seven villages, I should estimate at 8000, of which one-half
is found in the first three. They say that of late years, wars and disease have greatly
decreased their numbers. They spoke of fevers and disease, which I suppose to he
phtk{isic and pertussis. They observe no particular burial-rites. They believe in the
existence of a great Father, who lives where {he sun rises, and a great Mother, who
lives where the sun sets. The first is the author of all the evils that befall them — as
war, pestilence, famine, &c.; and the great Mother is the very reverse of this, and from
her are derived the blessings they enjoy— fertilizing showers, &c. In the course
of the “talk,” the principal governor made a speech, in which he said,—“Now we all
know that it is good the Americans have come among us; for our great father, who
lives where the sun rises, is pacified, and our great mother, who lives where the sun
- 8ets, is smiling; and in token of her approbation, sends fertilizing showers (it was
810wing at the time), which will enrich our fields, and enable us to raise the harvest
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whereby we subsist.” They say it generally rains this time of the year. Of t}
origin, they give the following account. '

Many, many years ago, their great Mother brought from her home in the west n
races of men, in the following forms: First, the deer race; Second, the sand rg
Third, the water race; Fourth, the bear race; Fifth, the hare race; Sixth, the prz’f
wolf race; Seventh, the rattlesnake race; Eighth, the tobacco-plant race; Ninth;?
reed-grass race. Having placed them on the spot where their villages now stand
transformed them into men, who built the present Pueblos, and the distinction of r3
is still kept up. One told me he was of the sand race; another the deer
They are firm believers in metempsychosis, and say that when they die, they,_

resolve into their original forms, and become bears, deer, &c., again.
The chief -governor is of the deer race. [Here is the totemic element —8S.]
Shortly after the Pueblos were built, the great mother came in ) person, and broii :

“and a few very large donkeys They have scarcely any horses and - mules as ther
no grass nearer than six miles from. the rock; and their frequent wars with the Na
joes render it almost impossible to keep them.  The sacred fire is hept constal
burning by the old men; and all T could glean from them was, that some great I
fortune would befall their people, if they allowed it to be extinguished. They kn
nothing of Montezuma, and have never had any Spanish or other missionaries am
them. All the seeds they possess were brought from where the morning-star rise
They plant.in May or June, and harvest in October and November.” They do-
plough or irrigate, but put their seeds in the sand, and depend upon the rains for wa
They raise corn, melons, pumpkins, beans, and onions; also a cotton, of which-I-
cured a spemmon, and a species of mongrel tobacco.
They have also a few peach-trees, and are the only Pueblo Indians- who raise cot
V They have no'; small grain of any kind. They say they have known, the Spani;
ever smoe hey .can’ remember. About twenty years ago, a party of about fiff
Amerrcans, the first they ever saw, came over the mountains and took the Zufii tr
. Six years afterwards, another party, with four females, passed through. Their ¢
last year was yery small,and sometimes fails them entirely on account of the: drowy,
For this reason they hoard up their corn, and that sold us was four years old. Roastit
_ears, hanging around the room, are of the same age. ‘ ‘
*Their mode of marriage might well be introduced into the United States wit
Bloomer costume. . Here, instead of the swain asking the hand of the fair one,’
selects the young man who 1is to her fancy, and then her father proposes the mateh
> lucky youth. This proposition is never refused. The prelimina:
being arrancred the young man on his part furnishes two pair of moccasins, two
blankets, two ma_ttrasses,f and two of the sashes used at the feast — while the maid

for her share, provides. an abundance of eatables, when the marriage is celebrated:
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pg and dancing.  Polygamy is unknown among them; but at any time, 1f either
parties become dissatisfied, they can divorce themselves and marry with others,
In case there are children, they are taken care of by their respective

ey please.
dparents. They are a simple, happy, and most hospitable people. The vice of

cation is unknown among them, as they have no kind of fermented liguors.
n a stranger visits one of their houses, the first act is to set {food before him, and
In every village are one or more edifices under
(Plate 6.) They answer {o our
I went into

.

hing is done ““ till he has eaten.”
nd, and you descend a ladder to get into them.
o6 groceries, being a place of general resort for the male population.
o of them — it was stifling hot, and all the light and air came through the scuttle
ve. In the centre was a small square hox of stone, in which was a fire of guava
hes, and around this a few old men were smoking. All around the room were
ians naked to the ¢ breech-clout;” some were engaged in sewing, and others spinning
| knitting. On a hench in the back-ground sat a warrior, most extravagantly

nted, who was undoubtedly undergoing some ordeal—as I was not allowed to

proach him. They knit, weave, and spin, as in the other Pueblos, and besides make

brics of cotton.
"The chief men have pipes made of smooth polished stone, and of a peculiar shape,

hich have been handed down from generation to generation.  (Fig. I, Plate 7.) They
y their pipes were found centuries ago, by their forefathers, at the bottom of tle
water, in a very deep ravine in a mountain to the west, and that they were found

already made in their present form.
‘Their year is reckoned by twelve lunar months.
small sea-shell, ground flat (doubtless procured from California), which, they say, was

brought to them by other Indians who lived over the mountains to the west, and say
Several Navajoes, who were

I saw, to-day, a Navajo chief,

They wear necklaces of a very

they obtain them from three old men who never die.
Present at the conversation, appeared perfectly friendly.
named Cavallada, who has a paper from Governor Calhoun, making him a chief.

The villages of the Moquis are seven in number, (Plate 7), and more nearly corres-
pond to the seven cities of Cibola,' (spoken of hy Mr. Gallatin in his letter to Lieutenant
Emory, U. 8 A, T. L), than any which have yet been discovered.. They are situated

they are upon the bluff. Oraivaz, called” \Iucqums by the
There is

n the same \'aHey
Memcanq is almost due west from the bluff, and about thirty miles distant.
another town at twenty miles W. by S., and two more about S. S. W., and some cight
Of these, the two at the couthmn extremity

or ten miles distant from the first three.
of the bluff are the lar gest, containing probably 2000 inhabitants ; Oraivaz is the second

n size, They all speak the same language except Harno, the most northern town of
the three, swhich has a different language and some customs peculiar to itself. It is,

Vide Mr. Kcrn’s map, ante p. 82.

! Not so.
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should have preserved for so long a period its own language and customs. The oth
Moquis say the inhabitants of this town have a great advantage over them, as th
perfectly understand the common language, and none but the people of Harno und
stand their dialect. It is the smallest town of the three. The dress of the men, wh
abroad, is similar to that of the other Pueblos. When at home, they have a gr
fancy for going in “puris naturalibus” meaning nothing but the breech-clout a

moccasins. If they slip out for a moment, they perhaps throw a blanket over th
shoulders. They dress their hair like the Lagunians. I was much amused with o
fellow who had a Isind of* full dress on, which he had obtained from the Eutaws of t
Great Salt Lake, who were here last fall. (The governor showed me a letter signed
one Day, an Indian agent, and Brigham Young, the Mormon governor, which ¢
Eutaws had with them. This was their first visit, but they are to return next fa
This coat was made of alternate pieces of red and blue cloth, with large bright butto
shoulder-knots and tops of horse-hair; and with it buttoned up to the chin, a
naught else on, he would strut about with as much self-satisfaction as any Broadw
dandy. The women are the prettiest squaws I have yet seen, and are very industr
Their manner of dressing the hair is very pretty. While virgins, it is done up on ea
side of the head in two inverse rolls, which bear some resemblance to the horns of t
mountain-sheep. After marriage they wear it in two large knots or braids on ea
side of the face. In the northern town they dress their hair differently—the unmarri
wearing all the hair long and in two large knots on each side of the face; and a
marriage parting it transversely from ear to ear, and cutting off the front hair in a
with the eyebrows. These people make the same kind of pottery as the ZuRians
Lagunians.

April 3d.— The frost seems to have had the desired effect, for it snowed again I
night, and has been alternately snowing and clearing off all day; and while the s
was clouded, we had very cold and disagreeable weather.

We started at 9 A. M., and were truly an hour getting down the trail, so slipp
was it from the melting snow. We have had a very fair sample of the hospitalit;
these kind people to-day. It being known that we were to depart this mornin
woman after woman came to the house where we were stopping, each bringing eith
a basket of corn, meal, or guavas to give us, that we might not suffer for food wh
on the road home. The governor killed a sheep, and presented it to us. Wheén
were fairly started, and passing through the towns, the women stood at the tops of
ladders, with little baskets of corn-measl, urging us to take them.

April 5th.— MyTHS OF THE ABORIGINES OF NEW Mexico.— Old Santiago, our g
and interpreter, is a Navajo Indian, who was for some time a prisoner among:
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HISTORY, AND GOVERNMENT.

BY MAJOR E. BACKUS, U.S. A

g is probably no tribe of Indians, within the limits of New Mexico, which has

Jly redressed its own wrongs, or inspired its inhabitants with so great a degree

r, as the Navajoes. Having no permanent habitations, and heing in possession
rdy and active race of horses, they have usually heen prepared to resent or
jin'ies, and to appropriate to their own use the property and persons of their
hbors, the Mexicans. A bitter and mutual feeling of hatred has long existed
ceen them; and many years of friendly intercourse will be requisite to efface the

tion of injuries inflicted, and of wrongs unredressed.

Navajoes occupy a large extent of country directly west from Sante Fé, extend-

m near the Rio Grande on the east, to the Colorado on the west; and from the

d of the Utalis on the north, to the Apaches on the south. It is nearly hisected by

erra de los Mimbres; and presents to the eye a succession of elevated mountain

of timbered table-lands, of dry and unproductive valleys, and of broken fields

va. . (Sce Plate 1.)  There is no considerable stream of water within their bor-

d those traced upon the maps as rivers, are usually dry during three-fourths

Iglyear. There are some excellent gprings in the valleys and cafions of the moun-

“fams; but the water is soon absorbed by the thirsty.and porous soil, after having
but a few hundred yards upon its surface.

efore the period when New Mexico became an integral portion of the United

little or nothing had been done towards subjugating the Navajoes. Their

lations _upon the citizens of the upper Rio Grande became so frequent and for-

Bidable, that in 1846 an expedition was fitted out against them by Colonel Doniphan,

arched into their country, and met their principal men at a place known as the

del 0so (bear spring). A treaty was entered into, only to be violated on the part

Navajoes, as soon as the troops had retired. In the summer of 1849, Colonel

ngton marched from Santa Fé, with a suitable force, for the Navajoe head-

15, at the Cafion de Chelle. In a collision which ensued, one of the principal

: WasgINGTON, Feb’y 10th, 1853.
'H}ZXRY R. Scuoorcrarr, Esq., ;
' §m :—The following brief sketch of the Navajoe Indians, of New Mexico, is respectfully submitted for
m@ination. I was a resident of their country less than a year, and was too much oecupied with official
™ 0 permit me to devote that time to the subject which it properly merits. If you should deem it worthy
¥ Aplace in the valuable work which you are now preparing, I shall feel more than compensated for the little
have been able to bestow upon it.
Respectfully, your Friend and Ob’t Servant,
E. Bacxgus.

Pr, TV, o7 .
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men, a rich Navajoe, was killed, A satisfactory treaty was finally entered ingg

Nor was an occasion long delayed; The brutal murder of Chopaton, by Mexs
near Ciboltetta, added to other offences against the Navajoes, soon rekindled -
animosities, and the border was once more in a state of anarchy and co

determination of punishing them, in the first place—and, secondly, of Ieaviﬁg a

gdrris_on in the very heart of their country. On the Tth of September, 1851, he

at Caﬁon,citto Bonito, and soon after gave orders for the construction of a militss
post, to be called Fort Defiance. (Plates 29 and 30.) Its primary object
enforce the conditions of Washington’s treaty of 1849, and its complete success
the soundness of the pohcy Whlch induced such a course.” I was, at the same
assigned to the command of the new post, and invested with full authority to
the objects in view, in such manner as circumstances, from time to time, might
Colonel Sumner proceeded to the Cafion de Chelle, with six companies of dragoo

a battery of artillery, and after penetrating the Cafion some twelve miles, and fin
impracticable to bring the enemy to a decisive action, he returned to Fort Defianc
thence to Santa Fé. Several unimportant skirmishes took place, in and near the Ca
with but trifling injury to either party. While the troops were ascending the
the Indians were on the top of its vertical walls, at so great a height, that the
which they fired at the trobps_beldw"lost their force, and fell horizontally upon
ground. The highest wall of this Caiion is estimated at 1000 feet above th

A small peach-orchard was observed in théCaﬁop, as well as some patches of
corn, and heans. The Indians subsequeﬁt acknowledged a loss of several men
while the troops hmd but one man severely wounded with a ball, and two slight
wounded with arrows. But few of the Indians had fire-arms, and they showed’
greater wﬂhnfrness to stewl than to ﬁO‘ht Seveml collisions also occurred
Defiance, between our pickets and small partles of Indians, who presented the

in a thieving attitude; but they never appéa_red in force, or exhibited any
intention, beyond that of appropriating to their own use our property and anim
which design they miet with a eié'nal defeat, and then retired from the field.

the 20th of October, 1851, forty- Moqui Indians, headed by their governor, pr
themselvea at Fort Defiance, and requested an interview on the part of the Nav
who, they said, were desirqous of living on terms of peace and friendship w
Americans. A favorable answer was returned, and on the 26th of the same m
formidable hody of Navajoes, well mounted, and armed with guns, lances, bot
arrows, presented themselves in front of the garrison, and solicited an intervie
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As a nation of Indmns, the I\'avajoes do not dveserve the

ter given them by -the people of New Mexico. IFrom the period of their o
111 tor\' the ’\Ie\w‘mq lme injured and oppm%md themn to the extent of - their = -

'nment of the f\Ta\ ajoes seems to res cmble more ncquy that of the

cchal, than any. other form. There are many rich men among them, whose

ssions consist may ",of horses and sheep.  Lvery drove and flock is necessarily

ded by its herders. -IHence, every rich man has many dependants, and ‘these
epe dants arc obedient to his will, in peace and in war. The only elective office
ong them, so far as I could learn, is that of War-chief; and such office, I helieve,

ires with the occasion which created it. Iivery rich Navajoe may be considered
chief of lis clan, or of Lis own dependants; and these clans are usually friendly
wit ;éach other, and make common cause against a common enemy. -In addition to
e iclané referred to, there are many Navajoes who recognize no leader, and who live
hves of \aaabondc, stealing indiscriminately, as occasion offers, from friends and

They are. never truqted by the rich Navajoes, who are in pelpetual dread of
eir depledatmh\ o .

- could mever learn that the\ have any laws for the punishment of offences. I
ked a rich I\avfgoe liow they punished their people for the crime of theft. He
plied, « Not at all. “Ie1 attempt to whip a poor man who has stolen my property, he

defénd himself with his arrows, and will rob me again. If I leave him
mpunished, he will only take what he requires at the time.” This reply probably
erred ouly to petty thefts. They will always defend their flocks and herds at any

Thé country occupied by the Navajoes 1s not susceptible of a high state of cultiva-

on account of ils deficiency of water, and the porous character of the soil. A
B spring stream will seldom flow a mile upon the surface of the ground, before it is

rhed. Mence the difficulty of irrigating any large body of land; and without
gation, it is difficult to raise even the fourth of an ordinary crop. An exception to
% rule will be found at Tunice and Moqui, Indian Pueblos within the Navajoe tern -
Vs where fair crops are frequently raised on a sandy soil, without the aid of irriga-
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tion. Besides the points named, there are other fertile spots, where water and a fajy

soil are found combined, though very limited in size. At such points the Indians cul
tivate small fields of wheat, corn, beans, melons, and a few other vegetables. Their

most extensive fields are in the CaBon de Chille, where water, if not on the surface;-
can always be found by digging a few feet in the sand. They have also a few peach
“trees at this place, but they are too much neglected to succeed well. A small, buf

agreeable nut, called the Pifion, grows abundantly in this country; and during a period,

of scarcity, it sometimes constitutes the sole food of the poorer class of natives, for'
many successive weeks. It has a thin shell, and contains much oil. Its flavor is much’

improved by roasting. .A small wild potato is also found on the plains near Fort
Defiance. - It resembleb the cultivated potato, but is not usmlly larger-than a hlckory
nut. It will unqueshombly improve by changing its soil and climate. It forms
cons1derable item in the food of the N zw"goes from Aprll to June. :

The domestic animals of the Nw"goes are }101'365, Shetpl and ooa.ts 5. also, a few oows
“and mules. ' ’

Of wild E\.Dlm"t].b, they have the blown be%r, antelope black-tailed deer wild ca
prairie-dog, and a variety of Qqulrrela, one, with a long frmcre of black hair upon it
ears, and a broad flat tail, is very beautiful. = Its flesh is not:eaten by the Indians.

Next to the horse, the sheep is the most useful animal to the Navajoe. The flesh i i3
eaten, in the absence of game; and the wool is carefully preserved, and manufactured:
into blankets and stockings. The blankets are woven so compactly as to be almos
impervious to water; and besides ‘constituting an 1u1pbrt'mt part of their clothing,
‘used as a medium of traffic w1th the 1itinerant.traders from the Rio Grande. Dee
skins are used in making moccasins zmd ‘bresches: Domestic shirting is purchmbed To!
trade;s‘ It has been said that the l\'wcuoés and Moquis - manufacture bemtlful f&brlz
of cotton. This is partially true of the- Moquis ; b Navajoes raise no cotho
while that of the Moquis is of a very Anferior tht} ‘Thei Wardrobes are neve
extravagantly supphed and in summer-are ﬁcquentl_yleduced to a shirt ‘md pair’
moccasins. R o

The habitual position of the Nav "LJOQ is on homsebmcl\ 3 f;ynd;“few men.can be founCi
equal him in the management of that animal. There are several rich men amo
them, who have four or five hundred - horses; many of which are worth from fifty

one hundred dollars each, and some few will ‘command a still ‘higher prlce
informed, by officers who attended a Navajoe dance at Cienega Juanitto, that they S
.at least two thousand horses at that place; feeding on the plains, under the charg
their herders. In addition to the above, at least five hundred Indians were moutt
during the whole day and night. These Navajoe horses are active and hardy, havm
much endurance, and a fair turn of speed. It is my opinion that, bare-footed
gr‘ass-fed, they can out-travel American horses, under the same treatment; but on'ge
roads, with good feed and care, I believe the Navajoe, with all his spirit, woul
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/adly inferior to the horses of the United States. The Navajoes ride like the
ornians, viz,, at a rapid rate; and I am induced to believe their horses are identi-
‘the same. Their speed and powers of endurance hbave, in my opinion, ]’J(?Glll
Iy overrated in both cases
he Navajoes live much in the open air. Their lodges are exceedingly rude struc-
s of sticks, about four or five feet high, with a triangular opening for ingress and
s.  On the outside, against the sticks, are placed flat stones and earth, to cover
)ntermls, and protect them from the weather. As often as they change their
ng-grounds, so often do they repair and re-occupy some deserted lodge; and asg
rresidence 1 it is to be but brief, the up'ur and labor hestowed upon it are of the
tmean"le and trifiing character. . I
the autumn and winter, these Indians are found in the sodtliern portion of their
try, where there is but little snow, and where their animals can find good pas-
ge.-s Barly in the spring, they return to the Ciencgas and "\IeQ'LS of the north,
”,h'ereﬁ majority of them remain during the summer. '
Tionce endeavored to persuade a rich Navajoe to build a houee, and to live in it.
replied, “ A house will be of no use to me. I cannot live in it. I must follow my
ks and herds, where I can find grass and water.”” e was then asked where le
lept. e replied, “Just like a dog—on the grass or chips.”
The Navajoes are ranked as a wild {ribe, and do not profess the Christian religion.
though it is said that missionaries were established among them; prior to 1680, yet
want of success has left these people in a hopeless state of paganism.
Like all nomadic and unchiristianized tribes, the Navajoes are imbued with supersti-
s, which influence them in all their social and dome&tlc 1‘clnt10ns I Will state a
w. facts by way of illustration. : V .
In a deep and secluded cafion of the mountam\ near Fort Deﬁqnce 1s a spring
ich the natives approach with much reverence, and for the purpose of performing
gertain mystical ceremonies.  This spring, they say, was once a hoiling spring; but at
esent, it only hoils when approached by bad men, or when the appropriate ceremo-
are neglected. They also say the water will sometimes leap twenty feet from its
s to catch and overwhelm a bad Indian; but as bad Indians dare not approach it,
owers of locomotion are seldom put to the test. I once visited it with three other
ons, and an Indian doctor; who carried with him five small bags, each containing
e vegetable or mineral substance, all differing in color. At the spring, each hag
Was opened, and a small quantity of its contents was put into the right hand of cach
Son present.  Each visitor, in succession, was then required to kneel down by the
ﬁng-SIde, to place his closed hand in the water, up to his elbotw ; and, after a brief
terval, 1o open his hand, and let fall its contents into the spring. The hand was
€0 slowly withdrawn, and each one was then permitted to drink, and retire.

No. 7\&\ ajo will ever occupy a lodge in which a person has died. The lodge is
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ccountry have sprung from such causes, and it 1s difficult to say that the other half
a,a' not a similar origin.
The fecling of hostility, which T have said exists between Navajoes and Mexicans,
thus explained by Gregg, in his Commerce of the Prairies. e says: “ After tne
téblishment of the national independence, the government of New Mexico greatly
mbittered the disposition of the Navajoes, by repeated acts of cruelty and ill-faith,
11 calculated to provoke hostilitics.” And he cites many instances of cruelty in
upport of his remark. Gregg was unquestionably correct, and similar outrages,
pea'ted at intervals, have tended to foster the same bitter feeling, up to the present
" The Navajoes have not always been the aggressors, but they have so signally
dressed the wrongs inflicted upon them, that their name has become a terror to their
uéﬂlanimous and effeminate enemies. Gregg says again (in 1844) about fifteen years
; the Navajoes were -subjected by the energies of Col. Vizearra, who succeeded in
ping them in submission for some time; but since that officer’s departure from
w Mexico, no man has heen found of sufficient capacity to inspire this daring tribe
ith respect and fear; so that, for the last ten years, they have ravaged the country
h impunity, murdering and destroying, just as the humor happened to prompt them.
his was unquestionably true in reference to Mexican troops, who were intimidated at
the sight of a Navajo. DBut the American troops had no difficulty, except in bringing
them to action. After the cessation of hostilities in October, 1851, the Navajoes
pproached us with much caution, and seemed to apprehend some act of treachery
from us.  This feeling must have arigen from their former {rcatment by the Mexi-
.. It required months of uniform kindness to efface these early and well-grounded
rejudices.
A partial vocabulary of the Navajo language having leen prepared by Dr. Ten
roeck, T have refrained from saying any thing upon that subject. Fort Defiance, (See
late 79,) is nearly in the centre of this nation; and for all practical purposes, is now
e head-quarters of the Navajocs. The establishment of this post has exercised a
good influence over them, and in all their troubles and difficulties they habitually go
) this place for advice and protection. They have recently shown a strong disposition
cultivate the soil, and: take every occasion to supply themselves with hoes, spades,

'lf‘heir country is, generally, too poor to excite the cupidity of the whites; yet it is
I suited to their own wants, and it is to be hoped that the Government which
38 °subdued them will protect them, hereafter, from the incursions of that reckless
<’~?txi0n of our citizens, which is but too frequently found hovering upon our remote
tiers,
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