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Sir: :

The encroachments of the Navajo Indians on the lands occu- .

pled by the Hopi Indlans on the Hoqul Reservation in Arizona
18 becoming more acpgte and will soon reach a point where the
most ‘energetic‘and drastic ﬁethods w11l be required to avoid

. actual depridations on a.large scale by the Naégjo'agaldst the
Hopis. ) .

The situation 1s brought to my .attentlon from time
to time in connection with the develdpnent of WAter for these
Indians within the bounduries of the loqui Rc:ervatlon.

. The reaervation was formed by executive ord= dated -

December 18, 1982 and ‘was "set apart- for the use and occu-

Goéos /Y -2ef

pancy of the Moqul and such other Indlans as the Secretary
of the Interior may see fit to settle: thereon". This reser-
vatién has an area or 2,473,320 acres or 3,864 sqﬁare miles.

The Hopl Indians occupy nine towns a 1little scuth of

Tl

. the central part of thls tract. They. have no agricultural

- lands strictly speaking, as this ares is very arid. Theé have
a few 11315n1f1cant'spoté'where they are able to.irr .nhe a feu
small garden tracts with thﬂ overflow from springs,'a Lewn rield,
where the area 1s wet once op twice in a season by the flood

watere from the hills, and they do some dry farming, rais lng
S '._‘lla

HP6170



Page 2
* PLAINTIFF'S EXHIBIT 5§

Sekaquaptewa v. MacDonald
Civil No. 74-842 Prescott

‘a 1ittle corn and a few beans in the sand beds which hold the
moisture a 1little longer than do the other soills. They

have some utock, moutly_aheep and goats and a few hundred head S
of cattle. Formerly th?se runged out A few miles from the

. villages and were driven in at night. Since we have been put-
ting down wells and improving the springs they have moved away

- from the mesas and their stock has improved very much, both in

gquality #nd increase in numbers from the g}cater quantity of

feed and the better quality.of the water they receive.,

Now that they are beglnning to get away from the

mesas they are running agalnst the Navajos and trouble hes en-

aued. Nothing of great moment as yet, but constant frictlon
nhich in time (and a short time is predicted), if nothing ic
done by the Office, w11l mean a final clash that will take

drastic action to settle.
Of the total area of this reservation, the ﬁopis arc
. now restricted to perhaps 157 of the totul area, The anncxed
-map Qhows the maximum area that 1s occupizd by the llopis, and
‘all along the red line andvinside of it 1s the neutral or de-
.batable ground where the trouble 1s occurring. .- The only pos-
sible place for the Hopl Indlians to expand a little_;s toward
- the souih where there is so little water and the grazing is gco
poor that the Navajos have not yet taken poascssion.
For years it has been tﬁe hope of the 0ffica to have
the Hopl Indiana come down from tho mosa topn and spredd eut,
forgetting thelr clanninh nature and faraake the ways of thelr

fatherd Iin part. - Juat now we are gettilng thia aceompliched

.
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in a gmall way, and getting many fam!flies to move out where
they can care for their flocks and stock, all by the incrcase
1 in the. water supply in the places where there is some feed, and
now they are running up against the wall of the Navajos.
. They find that the thrifty, pushimg and combative

Bavajos have pfeempted the graQingvlnnd and water, for while
thq entire reservafion 1s desert land, the best;or it lles in
the vicinity of the mesas occupied by the Hopls, so the Havajos
are crowding in. There are 2260 Hopis occupylng about
‘15% af~£hﬁ—ree&rvaﬁéﬂa or less of the Lotai‘area of the res-
ervatiogL and that about 2000 Navajos who have the balance of
the reservation as well as the rigﬁts.to some 13 million acres
©of the;r own reservation are crowding them back and preventing
‘th;ir spreading by taking forcible possession of the witer which
controls the grazing. ’ .

The oharacteristics of the two tribes are dlameteically
opposite, The Navajo, forceful and aggressive; the Hopl meek :
and quist. The Hopi will suffér in silance, and he will ac;

cept punishment and oppression and make no move even in scif=-

defence. fiis name indicates his character. "Hopi" in thelir

own language denotes "peaceful”, while the other name by whlch i

they are'knonn, Moqul or Mokl is from a Navajo rnfk.maantng i

"a dead one™ and indicates the contemptlous esteem he is held f

in by the MNavajo. ) _ l
. Thg hurtful acts of the Navajo# are not only in

crowding in and tuklng possesslon of water and grazing areas,

"nlthough_they are doing hhis; even roréing the Eopls away from
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4fg;eas where they have been iﬁ undisputed possession for yéara,
but in other ways.

A Navajo will send word to a Hlopl cattle owner thné
his stoclt hags damaged a corn patch of the Navajos, and the poor
Hopl 1s ordered to round up his cattle %nd.dri;e them over for
the inspection of the Navajo that he may plck out one or more
to pay for the damage -- and the peacerui Hopl does as he 1is
‘ordered and looses a good steer or cow to liquidate a amall
damage, maybe one that 1is entirely imaginary or may have been
done by the NavajJo cattle. Such 1s the Navaj "Hun" method '
of aggression and pasaificﬁtioné

Does the Hopl protest or zo to the Superintendent?

Not that I can hear of. He taltes hls punishment, looses
-his cattle and perhnps‘gives up a-spring or well he has been
- using, takes any bitter medicine that may be handed him rather . ;
than fight. ‘ '
' There 1s always a last straw, and generally the worm
’if goaded enough will tuph. Perhaps the Eopi will turn --
then the papers will be full of "Another Indian Uprlsing!".
b A I have just returned from an inspection trip to
» the Hopl country and found that a number of cases 1ike this.

had happende recently.

Another example of the "strong arm" methods of the
Navajos. .
’ It 1s just a few weelts aine2 a MNavajn boy wns accl-
dently shot with a 22 cal, rifle he had taken from a 1ittl:z
Hopl herd boy. . The Huvnjop imnediately accused the lopl

v
v
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“ooonr the shooting, although it was clearly accidente&, fore-"

, ably took him And held him, uwaiﬁing the death of the Navajo
boy whe lived several hours. They first stated that they would
X111 the boy -- "an eye for an eye"; a 1life for a life. They
finally said they would not kill him, but would hold Him for
ransom - dewanding ten head of cuttle and other pronﬂrty. There
was a considerable gathering or both Wavnjos ancd Hopls, prob-
ably more of the latter than the former, but they made no ef-
rort to cﬂt the boy from the Navajos and finally meeltly pald
the ransom. ‘And the Superintendent? He was called, bul

being without backing, an& the Havajos Being S0 aggressive

sndvthe Hopis so meek --- what could he do, other than let ihe
matter take its.course?

I miay not have all of the detalls right -- &8 I am
not trying to report the case -- . merely using it a5 an e;umple
of the aggressivepesslthat approa%hes the danger point of thé

Navajog.

_”{cw

PR}

P“"”" . This encroachment iz no new matter. It hes ezen re-
ported to the Office many times. I submitted a report on tim

subject as far back as lay 26th, 1914. :ﬁhcther any actlon has

been taken by the Office or not I am unable to say, tut there
have been no results apparent in the field.

I would suggest the 0ffice corroborate the fo*cgolng
sketchy outline through Supcrintend&n} Leo Crune, ond it is
clso suggested that some one be detailed toAactuully vinit the
the reservation, not Eettiﬁg his Information ut the rallroad

100 mliles away, and by interviews notronly mith representatives

of the government t-ere, but the traders, the miassionarics, and
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=" 1ggt but not least the Indlens themsclves. Then the Giftce
will have sufficlent first hand data upon which to worlk. I Y
can assure you that unless some steps are taken gpcedlly to
relieve the situation that it w11l only be A short timz befeore
sirong‘hnrded methods must be resorted to.

The Hopl will not fizht, but Lz 'is a ward of the gov-
ernment, he has hi° rights, dating far prior to any “iLhtu the
Navajo nay have to any of the land surrnunding his villages,’
and he muat be proteébed. So far he has ﬁecn cz1f support-

* ing, add has opposed the plans of the governmént for Lila im.

provement. Today, he has been edudutud to the point thot
he caon seewhat has been done for him ic good, &nd what 15 santed
.of him by tﬁeVDeparbment 1y all for his own lmprovezment.

A~He is getting to a state of mind (very largely bécadse of the
benefits he has receivud from the lacrease in water dugply and
its attendant bleasings), that he %11l do whatever the governe
ment may want of him. Now, thererore ¥ 1a the time to keep
the good work golng on. Glve him room to'expsnd ac he growo,

. and the only way to do this 1s to controll the area he should
occupy ancd keep all other Indians from encroaching thereon.

' Very reopcetfully, h
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