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WOL-Pl, A VILLAGE IN THE TUSAVAN COUXTRY.

It was the 23d of Septernber. We had the way back to the rendezvous camp at the .

made an overland trip from Salt Lake City upper springs of the river, which was yet

to the Grand Caiion of the Colorado,* and about forty miles away, and which was to

were now on the bank of the Kanab, on b}: our poin} of departure fot the * Province
of Tusayan,”

* See ScRIBNER'S MONTHLY for October,'1875. Since the exploration was made of which
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1 am giving a general account in-these
papers, this stream has been carefully sur-
veyed. - Let me describe it. It is about

eighty miles long, and ‘in its course runs’

through three canons, which we have called
the upper, middle, and lower Kanab caiions.
Along its upper course for about a dozen
miles it is a permanent stream, but just
before entering the first caiion the water is
lost in the sands. Itis only in seasons of
extreme rains that the water flows through
this cafion, which is dry sometimes for two
or three years in succession. The bed of
the stream is usually dry between the upper
and middle caiion. At the head of the
middle cafion the water again gushes out
in springs, and there is a continual stream
for a dozen miles. About five miles below
this cafion the water again sinks in the
sands, and for ten miles or more the stream
is lost, except in times of great rains, as
above. This usually dry course of the
stream is along a level plain where the
sands drift, and sometimes obliterate all
traces of the water-course. At the head of
the lower cafion springs are again found,
and the waters gather so as to form, in most
seasons, a pretty little creek, though, in
seasons of extreme drought, this is dry
nearly down to the Colorado; but, in sea-
sons of great rains, immense torrents roll
down the gorge. Thus we have a curiously
interrupted creek. In three parts of its
course it is a permanent stream, and in two
Pparts intenmittent.

The point where we struck the Kanab
was at the foot of the middle cafion, where
the flow of waters is perpetual, and just
there we found a few pioneers of a Mormon
town, to be called, after the stream, Kanab.
At that time these people were living in
what they called a'* fort"—that i, several
little cabms had been built about a square,
the doors and windows opening toward the

laza, the backs of their houses connected
gy-_ a rude stockade made of cedar poles
lanted on end. This “fort” was intended
or defense against the Indians.

The way in which these Mormon settle-
ments are planted is very interesting. 'The
authorities of the * Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints” determine to push a
settlement into a new region. The country
is. first explored .and the site for a .town
.selected, for.all séttlements are made by
towns. . The site having: béen ‘chosen, it is
surveyed--and - divided mto .small- lots of

about an acre, with outlying lots of five .or-

ten acres. Then a number of. people are

selected “to go on mission,” as it is termed.,

The list is made out in this way : The Pres;.
dent of the Church, with his principal bishops
and -other officers, meet in consultation, and
select from the various settlements through.
out the territory persons whom they think
it would be well to send to the new place,
Many are the considerations entering into
this selection.  First, it is Hecessary to have
an efficient business man, one loyal to the
Church, as bishop or ruler of the place, and
he must have certain counselors; it is neces-
sary, too, that the various trades shall be
represented in the village—they want a
blacksmith, shoemaker, etc. "Again, in
making the selection, it is sometimes thought
wise to take men who are not working har-
moniously with the authorities where they
are residing ; and thus they have a thorough
discussion of the various parties, and the
reasons why they are needed here and
there ; but at last the list is made out. The
President of the Church then presents these
names' to the General Conference of the
Church for its approval, and that body hay-
ing confirmed the nominations (and perhaps
there is no instance known where a nomina-
tion is not confirmed), the people thus
selected are notified that at a certain time
they are expected “to go on a mission” to
establish a new town, Sometimes a person
selected, feeling aggrieved with the decision
of the: Church, presents his reasons to the
President for wishing to remain, and occa:
sionally such a-person is excused, but the
reasons must be very urgent. So far as my
observation goes, there is rarely any deter-
mined opposition to the decision of the
Conference.

So the people move to their new home.
Usually there are four lots in a square, and
four persons unite to fence the same, each
receiving a garden. The out-lots are fenced
as one great farm. The men, living in
covered wagons or tents, or having built
cabins or other shelter for themselves, set to
work under the bishop or one of his subor-
dinates to fence the farm, and make the
canals and minor water-ways necessary to
the irrigation of the land. The water-ditch

"and fence of the farm are common property.

As soon as possible a little store is estab-
lished, all of the principal men of the com-
‘munity taking stock in it, usually aided more
of less by “Zjon’s Cobperative Mercantile
Institution,” the great wholesale establish-
ment in Salt Lake City. In the same way
saw-mills and grist-mills are built.

Such is a-bref outline of the establish-
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ment of a Mormon town; in
like manner, all of the towns
throughout the territory of Utah
have branched out from the
original trunk at Salt Lake City,
so that they are woven together
by a net-work of communal
interest.

The missionary, Jacob Hamb-
lin, who was traveling with us,
came here two or three years
ago and established himself in a
little cabin, about which during
the greater part of each season a
few Indians were gathered. When
we came to the place, we found
the men at work cutting and
hauling hay, while a number -of
squalid Indians were lounging in
the “fort,”” and many children of
white and Indian breed were
playing in the meadow. Sucha
community is a strange medley of
humanity. There are no physi-
cians here, but the laying on of
hands by the elders is frequently
practiced, and every old man and
woman of the commupity has
some wonderful cure—a relic of
ancient sorcery, Almost every
town has its astrologer, and every
family one or more members who
see visions and dream dreams,
Aged and venerable men, with
solemn ceremony, are endowed
by the Church with the power of
prophecy and the gift of blessing,
So the grandfather recounts the
miracles which have been per-
formed by -the prophets; ~the
grandmother tells of the little
beast that has its nest in the
heart,and when it wanders around
toward the lungs causes consump-
tion; the mother dreams dreams;
the daughter consults the astrol-
oger, and the son seeks for a sign
in the heavens, At every gather-
ing for prea.ching on a Sunday
moming, or dancing on 3 week-
day night, a prayer is offered.
When they gatherat table, thanks
are rendered to the .Giver of
Bounties, and on all occasions,
and in the most earnest manner,
when a stranger is met, the sub-
Ject of miracles, the persecution
of the saints, and the virtue and
wisdom of polygamy are discussed.
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Good roads are built to every settlement,
at great expense and with much labor.- The
best agricultural jmplements are found on
the farms, and the telegraph clicks in every

village. Altogether, a Mormon town is a
strange mixture of Oriental philosophy and
morals, primitive superstitions and modemn
inventions. ’ .

‘I must not fail to mention here the kind
treatment which I have almost invariably
received from the people living in the front-
ier settlements of Southern Utah.

At Kanab, the party divided, Mr, Ham-
blin, with one man, going to Tokerville—a
settlement about fifty miles to the north-
west—for the purpose of procuring some
additional supplies. With the remainder of
the party I proceeded up the Kanab. The
trail was very difficult; 1t was impossible to
climb the cliffs and go over the plateau with
our animals, and we had to make our way
up the cafion. In many places the stream
runs over beds of quicksand, sweeping back
and forth in short curves from wall to wall,
so that we were compelled to ford it now and
then ; again, thére is a dense undergrowth,
and, at many places, the stream is. choked
with huge bowlders which have fallen from
the clifis. The plateau, or terrace, through
which this cafion is cut, slopes backward to
the north, and, by ascending the stream, we
at last reached its summit, and found it cov-
ered with a sea of drifting sands, golden
and vermilion; so we named it Sand-Dune
Plateau, Just-before us, there was another
line of cliffs—a great wall of shining white
sandstone, a thousand feet high. .

wciry soonmenhued anod]\:tre cafion, but this
was dry. some very geological pe-
riod a stream of lava has rolled down it, so
that we had to pass dver beds of black

clanking basalt. At night, having emerged
from the upper cafion, we found the Kanab
a living stream once more, and camped
upon its bank, ’

The next day we passed up the beautiful
valley for ten miles, and arrived at the ren.
dezvous camp. ~ Here I was to wait fora
few days for Mr. Hamblin’s arrival. I kept
the Indians and one white man with m,
and Mr. Nebeker, with the remainder of
the party and a single Indian guide, started
for the Colorado River, at the mouth of the
Paria, by a well traveled Indian trail, e
bad brought a quantity of lumber to this
point with wagons, for the purpose of build-
ing a ferry-boat on the Colorado. These
boards were cut into short pieces and pack-
ed on mules, and Mr. Nebeker was to push
on to the river, construct the boat, get the
train across, and have everything in readi-
ness, on the opposite side of the river, by
the time of our arrival. My purpose was to
demonstrate the practicability of this route
to the river, then to cross at the mouth of the
Paria, and proceed thence to the “ Province
of Tusayan,” in north-eastern Arizona.

The Indians we had with us were not
acquainted with the country beyond the

ASH-TISH-XE1, A CHIEF OF THE NAVAJOS.

river, and it was necessary to obtain some
new aids, 50 I sent Chu-ar to the Kaibab
Plateau, 2 hundred miles to the south-east,
with instructions to collect the Indians who
inhabit that region at a designated spring,
and hold them until my amival.

I waited a week in .the upper valley of
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the Kanab, the time being chiefly spent in
talking with the Indians, and trying to learn
something of their language. By day the
men hunted, and the women gathered ber-
ries and the other rich fruits that grow in
that country, and at night they danced. A
little after dark a fire was kindled, and the
musicians took their places. They had two
kinds of instruments. One was a large
basket tray, covered with pitch inside and
out, 50 as to be quite hard and resonant;
this was placed over a pit in the ground,

Gradually they formed a circle, and the
dance commenced. Around they went, old
men and women, young men and maidens,
little boys and guirls, 1n one great circle,
around and ,around, all singing, all keeping
time with their feet, pat, pat, pat, in the
dust and sand; low, hoarse voices; high,
broken, screaming voices; mellow, tender
voices ; but louder than all, the thump and
screech of the orchestra.

One set done, another was formed; this
time the women dancing in the inner circle,

and they beat on it with sticks. The other
was a primitive fiddle, made of a cedar
stick, as large around as my wrist and about
three feet long; this was cut with notches
about three inches apart. They placed one
end on a tray arranged like the one just
described, placed the other end against the
stomach, and played upon the fiddle with a
pine-stick bow, which was dragged up and
down across the notches, making a rattling,
shrieking sound.- So they beat their loud
drum and sawed their hoarse fiddle for a
time, until the young men and maidens
gathered about and jolned in a song:
“Ki-ap-pa td-gu-wan,
Pf-vi-an-na kaf.-va.”
Friends, let the play commence;
¢ All sg:,g loguhllt)r.)y

e g T
e

the men without. Then they formed in
rows, and danced, back and forth, in lines,
the men in one direction, the women in
another, Then they formed again, the men
standing expectant without, the women
dancing demurely within, quite independ-
ent of one another, until one maiden beck-
oned to a lover, and he, with a loud, shrill
whoop, joined her in the sport. The ice
broken, each woman called for her partner;
and so they danced by twos and twos, in
and out, here and there, with steadily in-
creasing time, until one after another broke
down and but three couples were left.
These danced on, on, on, until they seemed
to be wild with uncontrollable motion, At
last one of the couples failed, and the
remaining two pattered away, while .the
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whole tribe stood by shouting, yelling, -
laughing, and screaming, until another
couple broke down, and the champions only
remained. Then all the people rushed for-
ward, and the winning couple aere carried -
and pushed by the crowd to the fire. The |

and went up a gulch, where we hoped to find
water in a limestone pocket; but were dis-
appointed. ‘This compelled us to continue
our journey long into the night. The di-
rection tfaveled was now to the south, and
our way was up a long caiion valley, with

INTERIOR OF ORAIBl HOUSE

old chief came up, and on the young
man's head placed a crown of eagle feath-
ers. A circlet of braided porcupine quills
was placed about the'head of the maiden,
and into this circlet were inserted plumes
made of the crest of the quail and the
bright feathers of the humming-bird,

On the fist of October, Mr. Hamblin
having returned from Tokerville, we started
for the Kaibab Plateau to meet the Indians,
as had been amranged with Chu-ar.  That
night we camped in the cafion of the
Skoom-pa.- This is really a broad cafion
valley, the walls of which are of red sand-
stone. On the lower reaches of these walls,
near some springs, there are many hiero-
glyphics, some of them so high up ds to be
beyond reach, in the present condition of
the talus at the foot of the dliffs.

The next day our course was through
barren sage plains until, about four o’clock,
wecame to the foot of the Kaibab Plateau,

high mountgins on either side. At last we
reached a spring, and camped.

Three hours’ travel the next moming
brought us to the spring at which we were
to meet the Indians, but none were seen.
High up on the mountzin to the east was
a signal smoke, which we understood,
by previous arrangement, meant that we
were to cross the Kaijbab Plateau. We
staid in camp the remainder of that day to
rest, .
The next day we started early, climbing
to the summit of the plateau, more than
two thousand feet up a long, rocky guich;
then through a forest of giant pines, with
glades here and there, and now and then a
lake. Occasionally a herd of deer was start-
ed. In this upperregion, eight thousand feet
above the level of the sea, even the clouds
of northern Arizona yield moisture sufii
cient for forest growth and rich meadows.
At dusk we descended from the plateau
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on the eastern. side, found a spring at its
foot, and camped.

The next day we crossed a broad valley
to the foot of the line of Vermilion Cliffs,
and at two o'clock reached the designated
spring, where we found our Indians. They
had already arranged that Na-pu and To-
ko-puts (Old Man and Wild Cat) should
be our guides from the Colorado River to
the “ Province of Tusayan.”

During the evening I was very much
interested in obtaining from them a census
of their little tribe. They divided the arith-
metic into parts, each of four men taking a
certain number of families, Each sat down
and counted on his fingers and toes the per-
sons belonging to the families allotted to
him, going over them again and  again until
each finger and toe stood in his mind foran
individual, - Then he would discuss the mat-
ter with other Indians, to see that all were
tnumerated, something like this: “ Did you
count Jack?” “Yes; that finger stands for
Jack.” ¢ Did you count Nancy?” “Yes;
that toe is Nancy." Each of the census
takers becoming satisfied that he had cor-
rectly enumerated his .portion, he procured
the number of sticks necessary to represent
them, and gave them to me. Adding the

four together, I had the census of the tribe
—seventy-three, Then I set them to divid- |
ing them severally into groups of meb, |
women and children, but this I found a |
hard task. * They could never agree among
themselves whether certain persons should ;
be called children, or not; but, at last, I suc-
ceeded in obtaining the number of males
and females.

The next moming 1 distributed some
presents of knives, tobacco, beads, and other
trinkets, and we pushed on toward the Col-
orado River, We found a difficult trail, hav-
ing to cross the heads of many abrupt, but
not very deep caiions. Down and up we
climbed all day long, winding about here arid
there, and always among the rocks, until at
night we joined our party at the mouth of the
Paria, and were ferried over to their camp.

Early the next morning I climbed the Ver-
milion Cliffis. This great escarpment or wall
of flaring red rock in a general direction
faces south, from Saint George on the Rio
Virgen to a point many miles east of the
Colorado River, a distance of more than

three hundred miles as we follow the mean- °

dering line. There is a deep re-entrant
angle at the mouth of the Paria, where I
climbed. Standing on an elevated point on
the cliffs, and Jooking southward, I could

see oyer a stretch of country that steadily
rose in the distance until it reached an alti-
tude far above even the elevated point of
observation ; and then, meandering through
it to the south, the gorge in which the
river runs, everywhere breaking down with
a sharp brink, and the summits of the walls
appearing to approach until they merged
in a black line; and could hardly resist the
thought that the river burrowed into, and
was lost in, the great inclined plateau. This
gorge was Marble Caion, described in a
previous article.

While I was climbing, the train pushed
on, in a direction a little to the east of south,
along the foot of the Vermilion Clifs. By
mid-afternoon I overtook it. The trail by
which we were traveling led up into a deep
gulch, and we came to a clear, beautiful
spring, gushing from beneath a rock a thou-
sand feet high. Here was indeed “the shad-
ow of a great rock in.a weary land,” and
here we camped for the night. All about
us were evidences of an ancient town or ham-
let, foundation walls of houses half buried in
débris, fragments of pottery painted with rude
devices, and picture writings etched on the
cliffs.

For another day, our jonrney was at the
foot of the Vermilion Chiffs, in a direction a
little east of south, over naked hills of sand
and marls, where wefound briny springs occa-
sionally, but no fresh water, and no grass;
a desert, but a painted- desert; not a desert
plain, but a desert of hills, and cliffs, and
rocks—a region of alcove lands. At night
we found a little water, in a basin or pocket,
a mile from the trail.

The next day we went to the top of the
mesa by climbing the cliffs, and found a bil-
lowy sea of sand-dunes. The line of cliffs,
separating the mesa above from the deeply
gulch-carved plain below, is a long irregular
and ragged region, higher by many hundred
feet than the general surface of the mesa
itsel.  On the slope of this ridge, facing
the mesa, there is a massive, homogeneous
sandstone, and the waters, gathering on the
brink of the ridge and rolling down this
slope, have carved innumerable channels;
and, as they tumble down precipitously in
many places, they dig out deep pot-holes,
many of them holding a hundred or a thou-
sand barrels of water. Among these holes we
camped, finding a little bunch grass amon,
the sand-dunes for our animals. We call
I this spot the Thousand Wells.

Leaving the wells, we trudged for a day
| among the sand-dunes, and at night found
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a deep cave in a ledge of rocks, and, in
the farther end of the cave, a beautiful lake.
Here our Indian guides discovered evi-
dences that led them to believe that our
track was followed by some prowling In-
dians. In the sands about the cave were
human tracks; these our guides studied for
some time, and, while they were thus
engaged, the white men of the party also

A NAVAIO BOY.

talked the matter over, with a little anxiety,
for we were now in the country of the Nava-
jos, who had lately been making raids on
the Mormon settlements, stealing horses and
cattle, and occasionally killing a man, and
we feared that they might be following us,

In talking with Na-pu, he assured me that
they were not Navajos, but doubtless be-
longed to a band of Indians known to our
tribe as Kwai-an-ti-kwok-ets, or ** Beyond the
river people,” and were their friends. His
reasons were these: The tracks which they
made in the sand were evidently made with
moccasins having projecting soles, like those
worn by our Indians and their friends, while
the moccasins worn by the Navajos have no
such projecting soles. Again, one of the
tracks, as he showed me, was made by a
lame man, with his right leg shortened, so
that he could only walk on the toes of that
foot, and this, he said, was the case with
the chief of the Kwai-an-ti-kwok-ets. Again,
said Na-pu, they would not have walked in

laces where their tracks would be exposed

ad they been unfriendly. The conclusion he
came to was that they were anxious to see
us, but were afraid we had hostile intentions,
I directed him to go to an eminknce neat
by and kindle a signal-fire. This he did,
and, an hour afterward, three Indians came
up. We sat and talked with them
until midnight; but they seemed surly fel
lows, and the conversation was not satisfac-
tory to me. At last they left us; but, for
fear they would attempt to steal some of
our animals, I had the latter collected, and,
finding that we should lose our rest by
watching them, I concluded that we might
as well continue our journey, So, at two

" o'clock, everything was packed, we took

breakfast, and started, finding our way
across the country in the direction we wished
to travel, guided by the stars.

Na-pu, the old Indian guide, usually rode
with me, while To-ko-puts remained with
the men who were managing the pack train.
The old man was always solemn and quite
reticent, but that day I noticed that he was
particularly surly, Atlast I asked him why.
“Why you never call me ‘a brick'?"” he
réplied.” The answer, of course, astonished
me; but, on thinking, and talking with him
a little further, I understood the matter.
For the previous two or three days we had
been quite anxious about water, and the
other man, To-ko-puts, when camping time
came, usually ran ahead after consulting
with Na-pu; finding the watering-place, he
would kindle a signal-smoke for us to come
on. On armiving, the men, pleased with
the Indian's success, would call him “a
brick,” and thus, it seemed to the old man,
that the younger took all the honors away
from him ; and he explained to me that in
his boyhood he had lived in this country,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



and that it was his knowledge that guided
To-ko-puts altogether. I soothed his wound-
ed feelings in this way. He could see that
To-ko-puts laughed and talked with the
#hoys,” and was a boy with the rest, but
that he (Na-pu) and I were old men, and 1
recognized his wisdom in the matter. This
satisfied him, and ever after that he seemed
to be at great pains to talk no more with the
younger members of the party, but always
came to me,

At ten o'clock we came in sight of a deep

and castles are a million lizards: great red
and black lizards, the kings of nobles;
little gray lizards, the common people, and
here and there a priestly rattlesnake.

We went into camp early in the day, and,
with Mr. Hamblin, I started away to the
north to visit what had often been de-
scribed to me as an artificial wall extending
across the country for many miles, and one,
two, or three hundred feet high; it was
claimed, further, that the blocks of which
the wall was composed had been carried

depression made by the Mo-an-ka-pi, a litlle
stream which enters the Colorado Chiquito.
Before us, two or three miles, was the mean-
dering creek, with a little fringe of green
willows, box-elders, and cotton-woods ; from
these, sage plains stretched back to the clifis
that form the walls of the valley. These
dliffs are rocks of bright colors, golden, ver-
milion, purple and azure hues, and so storm-
carved as to imitate Gothic and Grecian
architecture on a vast scale. Outlying
buttes were castles, with minaret and spire;
the cliffs, on either side, were cities looking
down into the valley, with castles standing
between; the inhabitants of these cities

B2 B SRR i TS = =
TERRACED HOUSES IN ORAIBI—SHOWING ENTRANCE TO KIVA 1IN THE FOREGROUND,

‘from a great distance, from the fact that
, they were not rocks found in that region,
"but only to the north-west, among the
mauntains. thWe were well moun a.}_:d
rode across the country at a good gallop, for
nearly a score of miles, when we came to
the wonderful wall, the fame of ‘which had
spread among all the Mormon towns to the
west. We found it in fact to be an igne-
ous dike, the blocks composed of ‘columnar
basalt. In the joints between the blocks
there is often an accumulation of a whitish
mineral, having the effect, in & rude way, of
suggesting mortar. It is not, in fact, a
single dike, but a number, radiating from a
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common center, a great mass of basalt,
forming quite a large hill, which the Indians
call Kwi-pan-chom, a word signifying “ axe
hill,” for here the Indians of the adjacent
country obtain the material for their axes,

Late in the evening a number of Navajo
Indians rode up to our camp. One of them
could speak a little Spanish or Mexican

is. After a little conversation, they
concluded to stay with us during the night,
tempted, perhaps, by the sight and odor of
biscuits and coffee. They were fine-looking
fellows, tall and lithe, with keen eyes, sharp
features, and faces full of animation. After
supper, our new friends and the Kai-bab-it
guides sat down for a conference. ‘It was
very interesting to observe their means of
communicating thought to each other.
Neither understood the oral language of the
other, but they made maps with their fin-
gers in the sand describing the whereabouts
of the several tribes, and seemed to have a
great deal of general discussion by means
of asign language. Whenever an Indian’s
tongue is tied he can talk all over; and so '
they made gestures, struck attitudes, grunted,
frowned, laughed, and altogether had a |
lively time,

The next moming a Navajo boy offered
to go with us to Oraibi, for the purpose of
showing us the shortest way, After dinner,
we descended from the table-land on which
we had been riding, into a deep valley, and,
having crossed this, commenced to ascend
a steep rocky mesa slope by a well-worn
trail, and were surprised, on approaching
the summit, to find the slope temaced by
rude masonry, which had evidently been

made with great labor. These temaces,
two or three acres in all, were laid out in
nice little gardens, carefully irmrigated- by
training water from a great spring in little
channels among the garden plats. Here we
found a number of men, women and children
from the town of Oraibi gathering their veg.
etables, They received us with hearty wel-
come and feasted us on melons, Then we
pushed on in company with our new-found
friends, rather a mixed crowd now-——white
men, Kai-bab-its, Navajos, and Shi-nu-mos,

A litde before sundown we arrived at
Oraibi, the principal town in the “ Province
of Tusayan,” and were met by some of the
men, who, at our request, informed us where
we could find a good camp. Later in the
evening, the chief, who was absent when wt
arrived, came to camp, and placed our ani-
mals in charge of two young men, who took
them to a distance from the town and
herded them for the night,

The “ Province of Tusayan” is composed
of seven towns—Oraibi, Shi-pau-i-luv-i, Mi-
shong-i-ni-vi, Shong-a-pa-vi, Te-wa, Wol-pi,
and Si-choam-a-vi, The last three are
known as the Moqui Towns.

We remained nearly two months in the
province, studying the language and cus-
toms of the people; and I shall drop the
narrative of travel, to describe the towns,
the people, and their daily life.

Oraibi and the three Moqui towns are
greatly dilapidated, and their original plans
are not easily discovered. The other three
towns are much better preserved. There
are now about two thousand seven hundred
inhabitants in the seven towns, probably but

‘‘HE HOUSX OF TAL-TI, CHIEY OF THE COUNCIL IN THE TOWN OF ORAIBL
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a small proportion of what they at one time
contained. The towns are all built on high
clifis or rocks, doubtless for greater secunty
against the common nomadic enemies, the
Navajos on the north and Apaches on the
south. Each town has a form peculiar to
itself and adapted to its site~Shi-pau-a-luv-i
the most regular, Oraibi the most irregular.
Shi-pau-a-luv-i is built about an
open court; the exterior wall is
unbroken, so that you enter the
town by a covered way. Stand-
ing within, the houses are seen
to be two, three, and four stories
high, built in terraces—that is, the
second story is set back upon
the first, the third back upon the
second, the fourth upon the third ;
the fourth or upper story being
therefore very narrow. Usually,
to enter a room on the first story
from the court, it is necessary to
climb by a ladder to the top of the
story, and descend by another
through a hatchway. To go up
to the third or fourth story you
climb by a stairway made in the
projecting wall of the partition.
The lower rooms are chiefly used
for purposes of storage. The
main assembly-room is in the
second story, sometimes in the
third. The rooms below are
quite small, eight or ten feet
square, and about six feet high.
The largest room occupied by
a family is often twenty to
twenty-four feet long by twelve or fifteen
feet wide, and about eight feet between
floorand ceiling. Usually all the rooms are
carefully plastered, and sometimes painted
with rude devices. For doorsand windows
there are openings only, except that some-
times small windows are glazed with thin
sheets of selenite, leaf-like crystals of gypsum.
In a comer of each principal room a little
fire-place is seen, large enough to hold
about a peck of wood; a stone chimney is
built in the comer, and often capped outside
with a pottery pipe. The exterior of the
house is very irregular and unsightly, and
the streets and courts are filthy; but within,
great cleanliness is observed. The people
are very hospitable and quite ceremonious. |
Enter a house and youare invited to take 2
seat on a mat placed for you upon the floor,
and some refreshment is offered—perhaps a |
melon, with a little bread, perhaps peaches
or apricots, After you have eaten, every |

thing is carefully cleaned away, and, with a
little broom made of feathers, the matron or
her daughter removes any crumbs or seeds
which may have been dropped. They are
very economical people; the desolate cir-
cumstances under which they live, the dis-
tance to the forest and the scarcity of game,
together with their fear of the neighboring

MI-SHONG-I-NI-VL

Navajos and Apaches, which prevents them
from making excursions to a distance—all
combine to teach them the most rigid econ-
omy. Their wood is packed from & distant
forest on the backs of mules, and when a
fire is kindled but a few small fragments are
used, and when no longer needed the brands
are extinguished, and the remaining pieces
preserved for future use. . o
Their com is raised in fields near by, out in
the drifting sands, by digging pits eighteen
inches to two feet deep, in which the seeds
are planted early in the spring, while the
ground is yet moist. When it has ripened,
it is gathered, brought in from the fields in
baskets, carried by the women and’stored
away in their rooms, being carefully corded.
They take great pains to raise com of differ-
ent colors, and have the com of each color
stored in a separate room. This is ground
by hand to a fine flour in stone mills, then
made into a paste like a rather thick gruel.
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In every house there is a little oven made
of a flat stone eighteen or twenty inches
square, raised four or five inches from the
floor, and beneath this a little fire is built.
When the oven is hot and the dough mixed

in a little vessel of pottery, the good woman

plunges her hand in the mixture and rapidly
smiears the broad surface of the furnace rock

with a thin coating of the paste. In a few .

moments the film of batter is baked ; when
taken up it looks like a sheet of paper.
This she folds and places on a tray, Having
made seven sheets of this paper bread from
the batter of one color and placed them on
the tray, she takes batter of another color,
and, in this way, makes seven sheets of each
of the several colors of comn batter.

- They have many curious ways of prepar-
ing their food, but perhaps the daintiest dish
is “virgin hash.” This 1s made by chewing
morsels of meat and bread, rolling them in
the mouth into little lumps about the size
of a horse-chestnut, and then tying them up
in bits of comn husk. When a number of
these are made, they are thrown into a pot
and boiled like dumplings, The most curi-
ous thing of all is, that only certain persons
are allowed to prepare these dumplings; the
tongue and palate kneading must be done
by a virgin. An old feud is sometimes
avenged by pretending hospitality, and giv-
ing to the enemy dumplings made by a lewd
woman.

In this warm and dry climate the people
live principally out of doors or on the tops
of their houses, and it is a meny sight to
see a score or two of little naked children
climbing up and down the stairways and
ladders, and running about the tops of the
houses engaged in some active sport.

In every house vessels of stone and pot-
tery are found in great abundance. These
Indian women have great skill in ceramic
art, decorating their vessels with picture-
wntings in various colors, but chiefly black.

In the early history of this country, before
the advent of the Spaniard, these people
raised cotton, and from it made their cloth-
ing; but between the years 1540 and 1600
they were supplied with sheep, and now the

<CHOAM-A-YT AND TE-WA.

greater part of their clothing is made of
wool, though all their priestly habiliments,
their wedding and burying garments, are still
made of cotton. .

Men wear moccasins, leggings, shirts and
blankets; the women, moccasins with long
tops, short petticoats dyed black, sometimes
with a red border below, and a small blank-
et or shawl thrown over the body so as to
pass over the right shoulder under the left
arm. A long girdle of many bright colors
is wound around the waist. 'The outer gar-
ment is also black. The women have
beautiful, black glossy hair, which is allowed
to grow very long, and which they take
great pains in dressing. Early in the morn-
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ing,immediately after breakfast, if the weath-
er is pleasant, the women all repair to the
tops of the houses, taking with them little
vases of water, and wash,
comb, and braid one an-
other’s hair. It is washed
in a decoction of the soap
plant, a species of yucca,
and then allowed to dry
in the open air. The mar-
ried ladies have their hair
braided and rolled in a
knot at the back of the
head, but the maidens have
it parted along the middle
line above, and each lock
carefully braided, or twisted
and rolled into a coil sup-
ported by little wooden
pins so as to cover each
ear, giving them a very
fantastic appearance.

I have already said that
the people are hospitable;
they are also very polite.
If you meet them out in
their fields, they salute you
with a greeting which
seems to mean, ¢ May the

birds sing happy songs in SCENE IN TE-WA.

your fields.” They have many other greet-
ings for special occasions. Do one a favor
and he thanks you; if a man, he says,
“Kwa kwa ;" if a woman, “ Es-ka-i.,” And
this Jeads me to say that there is a very
interesting feature in their language found
among people of the same grade of civiliza-
tion in other parts of the world: many
words are used exclusively by men, others
by women.  Father,” as spoken by a gir], is
one word ; spoken by a boy it is another;
and nothing isconsidered more vulgar among
these people than for a man to use a woman'’s
word, or a woman a man’s,

At the dawn of day the govenor of the
town goes up to the top of his house and
calls on the people to come forth, In a few
moments the upper story of the town is
covered with men, women, and children.
For a few minutes he harangues them on
the duties of the day. Then, as the sun is
about to rise, they all sit down, draw their
blankets over their heads and peer out
through a little opening and watch for the
sun, As the upper limb appears above the
horizon every person murmurs a prayer, and
continues until the whole disk is seen, when
the prayer ends and the people tumn to their
various avocations, The young men gather
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in the court about the deep fountain stripped
naked, except that each one has a belt to
which are attached bones, hoofs, homns,

or metallic
bells, which
they have
been able
to procure
from white
n;len. These
they lay
aside for a -
moment,
plunge into
the water, step out, tie on their belts,and dart
away on their moming races over the rocks,
running as if for dear life. Then the old men
collect the little boys, sometimes with little
whips, and compel them to go through the
same exercises. When the athletes return,
each family gathers in the large room for
breakfast. ‘This over, the women ascend to

the tops of their houses to dress, and the -

men depart to the fields or woods, or gather
in the kiva to chat or weave.

This kiva, as it is called in their own
tongue, is called “Zsfufa"” by the Spaniards,
and is spoken of by writers in English as
the “Sweat House.” It is, in fact, an
underground compartment, chiefly intended
for religious ceremonies, but also used as a
place of social resort. A deep pit is exca-
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vated in the slmlyrock and covered with
long logs, over which are placed long reeds,
these, n turn, coveréd with earth, heaped
in 2 mound above. A hole, or hatchway,
is left, and the entrance to the kiva is by a

thunder, and a god of rain, the sun, the
moon, and the stars; and, in addition, each
town has its patron deity. There seems,
also, to be engrafted on their religion a
branch of ancestral worship. Their notion

ladder down the hatchway. The walls are
plastered, little niches, or quadrangular re-
cesses, being left, in which are kept the par-
aphemalia of their religious ceremonies.
At the foot of the wall, there is a step, or
bench, which is used as a seat. When the
people assemble in the kiva, a little fire is
built immediately under the hatchway, which
forms a place of escape for the smoke.
Here the elders assemble for council, and
here their chief religious ceremonies are
performed, for the people are remarkable for
. their piety. Some of these ceremonies are
very elaborate and long, I witnessed one
which- required twenty-four hours for its
performance. The people seem to worship
a great number of gods, many of whom are
personified objects, powers and phenomena
of nature. They worship a god of the
north, and a god of the south; a god of
the east, and a god of the west; a god of

of the form and constitution of the world is
architectural; that it is composed of many
stories. We live in the second. Ma-chi-ta,
literally the leader, probably an ancestral
god, is said to have brought them up from
the lower story to the next higher, in which
we now live. The heaven above is the ceil-
ing of this story, the floor of the next.
Their account of their rescue from the lower
world by Ma-chi-ta is briefly as follows:
The people below were a medley mass of
good and bad, and Ma-chi-ta determined to
rescue the former, and leave the latter be-
hind.., So he called to his friends to bring
him a young tree, and, looking overhead at
the sky of that lower world, the floor of this,
he discovered a crack, and placed the Xour}g
and growing tree immediately under it.
Then he raised his hands and prayed, as did
all his followers ; and, as he prayed, the tree
grew, until its branches were thrust through
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the rrevice in the lower-world sky. Then
the people climbed up, in one long stream ;
still up they came until all the good were
there. Ma-chi-ta, standing on the brink of
the crevice, looked down, and saw the tree
filled with the bad, who were following;
then he caught the growing ladder by the
upper boughs, twisted it from its foundation

« Bring me seven virgins ;" and they brought
him seven virgins. And he taught the vir-
gins to weave a wonderful fabric, which he
held aloft, and the breeze carried it away to
the sky; and behold! it was transformed
into a full-orbed moon. The same breeze
also carried the flocculent fragments of cot-
ton to the sky, and lo! these took the shape

in the soil beneath, and threw it over, and
the wicked fell down in a pile of mangled,
groaning, cursing humanity. When the peo-
ple had spread out through this world, they
found the ceiling, or sky, so low that they
could not walk without stooping, and they
murmured. Then Ma-chi-ta, standing in
the very center of this story, placed his
shoulder against the sky, and lifted it to
where it now is.

murmured and cursed Ma-chi-ta, and he
said: “Why do you complain? Bring me
seven baskets of cotton;” and they brought
him seven baskets of cotton. And he said:

RUINS ON THE BRINK OF GLEN CASON.

'

of bright stars. And still it was cold; and
again the people murmured, and Ma-chi-ta
chided them once more, and said, “ Bring
me seven buffalo robes;"” and they brought
him seven buffalo robes.  * Send me seven
strong, pure young men;” and they sent
him seven young men, whom he taught to
weave a wonderful fabric of the buffalo
fur. And when it was done, he held it

r . aloft, and a whirlwind carried it away to the
Still it was cold and dark, and the people

sky, where it was transformed into the sun.

I have given but a very bare account
of these two chapters in their unwritten
bible—the bringing up of the people from
the lower world to this, and the creation of
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the heavenly bodies. As told by them,
there are many wonderful incidents; the
travels, the wandering, the wars, the con-
fusion of tongues, the dispersion of the peo-
ple into tribes—all these are given with
much circumstance,

- Mu-ing-wa is the god of rain, and the
ceremony of which I have made mention
as lasting twenty-four hours was in honor
of this god, immediately after the gathering
of the harvest. A priest from Oraibi, one
from Shi-pau-i-luv-i, one from Shong-a-pa-vi,
together with the one from Mi-shong-i-ni-vi,
gathered in the kiva at this latter place. An
old woman, a grandmother, her daughter, a
mother and her granddaughter, a virgin,

three women in the same ancestral line,
were also taken into the kiva, where I was
permitted to join them. Before this I had
known of many ceremonies being performed,
but they had always refused me admittance,

WATCH-TOWER AT MCELMO CARON,

and it was only the day before, at a general ‘
council held at Oraibi, that it was decided
to admit me., The men were entirely naked,
except that during certain parts of the cere- |
mony they wrapped themselves in blankets,

and a blanketwas furnished me at such times
for the same purpose. The three women
were naked, except that each had a cincture
made of pure white cotton wound about
the loins and decorated with tassels, Event
followed event, ceremony ceremony so rap-
idly during the twenty-four hours, that I was
not able on coming out to write a very
definite account of the sacred rites, but 1
managed to carry away with me some
things which I was afterward able to recon|
in my notes from time to time.

I have said that the ceremony was in
honor of Mu-ing-wa, the god of rain, It
was a general thanksgiving for an abundant
harvest, and a prayer for rain during the
coming season. Against one end of the
kiva was placed a series of picture writings
on wooden tablets. Carved woogden birds
on little wooden pedestals, and many pitchers
and vases, were placed-about the room. In
the niches was kept the collection of sacred
jewels—little crystals of quartz, crystals of
calcite, garnets, beautiful pieces of jasper,
and other bright or fantastically shaped
stones, which, it was claimed, they had kept
for many generations. Corn, meal, flour,
white and black sand were used in the cer-
emony at different times. There were many
sprinklings of water, which had. been pre-
viously consecrated by ceremony and prayer.
Often the sand or meal was scattered about.
Occasionally during the twenty-four hours a

. chorus of women singers was brought into

the kiva, and the general ceremony was
varied by dancing and singing. The danc-
ing was performed by single persons or by
couples, or by a whole bevy of women; but
the singing was always in chorus, except a
kind of chant from time to time by the
elder of the priests. My knowledge of
the language was slight, and I was able to
comprehend but little of what was said ; but
I think T obtained, by questioning and close
observation, and gathering a few words here
and there, some general idea of what they
were doing. About every two hours there
was a pause in the ceremony, when refresh-
ments were brought in, and twenty minutes

! or half an hour was given to general conver-
_sation, and I always took advantage of
; such a time to have the immediately pre-

ceding ceremony explained to me as far as
possible. During one of these resting times
I took pains to make a little diagram of the
position which had been assumed by the
different parties engaged, and to note down,
as far as possible, the various performances,
which I will endeavor to explain.
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A little to one side of the fire (which was
in the middle of the chamber) and near the
sacred paintings, the four priests took their
positions in the angles of a somewhat regu-
lar quadrilateral. ‘Then the virgin placed a
large vase in the middle
of the space; then she
Lrought a pitcher of
water, and, with a prayer,
the old man poured a
quantity into the vase.
‘The same was done in
tumn by the other priests,
Thenthemaidenbrought
on a little tray or salver,
a box or pottery case
containing the sacred
jewels, and, after a
prayer, the old man
placed some of these
jewels in the water, and
the same ceremony was
performed by each of
the other priests. What-
ever was done by the
old priest was also done
hy the others in succes-
sion. Then the maiden
brought kernels of corn
ona tray,and these were
in like manner placed
on the water. She then
placed a little brush near
eachofthe priests. Thes¢
brushes were made of
the feathers of the beau-
tiful warblers and hum-
ming-birds found in that
region. Then she placed
a tray of meal near each
of the priests, and a tray
of white sand, and a tray of red sand, and a
tray of black sand.  She then took from the
niche in the wall a little stone vessel, in which
had been ground some dried leaves, and
placed it in the center of the space between
themen,  Then on a little willow-ware tray,
woven of many-colored strands, she brought
four pipes of the ancient pattern—hollow
cones, in the apex of which were inserted
the stems. Each of the priests filled his
pipe with the ground leaves from the stone
vessel. The maiden lighted a small fantas-
tically painted stick and gave it to the
priest, who lighted his pipe and smoked it
with great vigor, swallowing the smoke,
until it appeared that his stomach and mouth
were distended. Then, knceling over the
vase, he poured the smoke from his mouth

into it, until it was filled, and the smoke
piled over and gradually rose above him,
forming a cloud. Then the old man, taking
one of the little feather brushes, dipped it
into the vase of water and sprinkled the

AN-TRNAINTS, PU-TU-5U, AND WI-CHUTS (POSY, EYELASH, AND BIRUIE)

floor of the kiva, and, standing up, clasped
his_ hands, turned his face upwl:ird, and
prayed. “Mu-ing-wa! very good; thou
dost love us, for thou didst bring us up from
the lower world. Thou didst teach our
fathers, and their wisdom has descended to
us. We eat no stolen bread. No stolen
sheep are found in our flocks. Our young
men ride not the stolen ass, We beseech
thee, Mu-ing-wa, that thou wouldst dip thy
brush, made of the feathers of the birds of
heaven, into the lakes of the skies, and
scatter water over the earth, even as I scat-
ter water over the floor of this kiva; Mu-
ing-wa, very good.”

Then ¢he white sand was scattered over
the floor, and the old man prayed that dur-
ing the coming season Mu-ing-wa would
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break the ice in the lakes of heaven, and

grind it into ice dust (snow) and scatter it |

over the land, so that during the coming

winter the ground might be prepared for the |

planting of another crop. ‘Then, after

¥
1

S

-

s

another ceremony with kerntels of com, he
prayed that the comn might be impregnated
with the life of the water, and made*to bring
forth an abundant harvest. After a cere-
mony with the jewels, he prayed that the

RUINS AT THE MREAD OF MCELMO CASUN,

corn might ripen, and that each kemnc
might be as hard as one of the jewels,
Then this part of the ceremony ceased.
The vases, and pitchers, and jewels, and
other paraphernalia of the ceremony were

placed away in the niche by the mother.

At day-break on the second morning.
when the ceremonies had ceased, twenty-
five or thirty maidens came down into the
kiva, disrobed themselves, and were re-
clothed in gala dress, variously decoratul
with feathers and bells, each assisting the
other. Then their faces were painted by
the men in this wise: A man would take
some paint in his mouth, thoroughly mix it
with saliva, and with his finger paint the
girl's face with one color,in such manner as
seemed right to him, and she was then
turned over to another man who had
another color prepared. In this way their
faces were painted yellow, red, and bluc.
When all was ready, a line was formed in
the kiva, at the head of which was the
grandmother, and at the foot the virgin
priestess, who had attended through the
entire ceremony. As soon as the line was
formed below, the men, with myself, having
in the meantime reclothed ourselves, went
up into the court and were stationed on
the top of the house nearest the entrance
to the kiva. We found all the people of
this village, and what seemed to me all
the people of the surrounding villages,
assembled on top of the houses, men,
women, and children, all standing expect-
ant.

As the procession emerged from the kiva
by the ladder, the old woman commenced
to chant. Slowly the procession marched
about the court and around two or three
times, and then to the center, where the
maidens formed a circle, the young virgin
priestess standing in the center. She held
mn her hand a beautifully wrought willow-
work tray, and all the young men stood on
the brink of the wall next to the plaza, as
ifawaiting a signal. Then the maiden, with
eyes bandaged, turned round and round,
chanting something which I could not un-
derstand, until she should be thoroughly
confused as to the direction in which the
young men stood. Then she threw out of
the circle in which she stood the tray which
she held, and, at that instant, every young

athlete sprang from the wall and rushed
toward the tray and entered into the gen-
eral conflict to see who should obtain it
No blows were given, but they caught each
other about the waist and 2round the neck:
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tumbling and rolling about into the court
until, at last, one got the tray into his pos-
session for an instant, threw it aloft and was
declared the winner. With great pride he
carried it away. ‘Then the women returned
lo the kiva. In a few minutes afterward

ANCIERT CLIFF 1lOUSE

they emerged again, another woman carry-
Ing a tray, and so the contests were kept up
until each maiden had thrown a tray into
the court-yard, and it had been won by
some of the athletes. About ten o'clock
these contests ended, and the people retired
to their homes, each family in the village
inviting its friends from the surrounding
villages, and for an hour there was feasting

and revelry. During the afternoon there
were races, and afterward dancing, which
was continued until midnight.

In a former article I have briefly described
the system of picture-writings found in use
among thesc people, These are rude etch-
ings on the rocks or paint-
ings on tablets of wood.
They are simply mnemonic,
and are, of course, without
dates. A great buffalo hunt
is recorded with a picture
of a man standing in front
of and pointing an arrow
at one of these animals.
The record of a great jour-
ney is made with a rude
map.  On the clif near
Oraibi, I found a record
like this etched on a stone,
Below and ‘to the left were
three Spaniards, the leader
with a sword, the two fol-
lowers carrying  spears.
Above and to the right
were three natives in an
attitude of rolling rocks.
Near by was a Spaniard
prone on the ground, with
a native pouning water on
his head. Tal-ti, whose
name means “peep of day,”
because he was bomn at
‘dawn, explained to me that
the record was made by
their ancestors a very long
time ago, and that the
explanation had been hand-
ed down as follows : Their
town was attacked by the
Spaniards ; the commander
was a gallant fellow, who
attempted to lead his men
up the stone stairway to
the town, but the besieged
drove them back with roll-
ing stones, and the Spanish
captain was wounded and
left by his followers. The
people, in admiration of
his valor, took him to a spring near by,
poured water on him, dressed his wounds,
and, when they were healed, pennitted him
to return.

Tal-ti's description of the scene was quite
vivid, and even dramatic, especially when
he described the charge of the Spaniards
rushing forward znd shouting their war cries,
“Santiago} Santiagn ! Santiage!”
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Thus in this desert land we find an agn-
cultural people; a people living in stone
houses, with walls laid in mortar and plas-
tered within, houses two, three, four, five, or

AN INDIAN HUNTER.

six stories high; a people having skill in the
manufacture and ornamentation of pottery,
raising cotton, and weaving and dyeing their
own clothing, skilled in a system of picture-
writings, having a vast store of mythology,
and an elaborate, ceremonious religion ; with-

out beasts of burden, and having no knowl-

edge of metals, all their tools being made
of bones, stone, or wood. Such was their

condition when found by the first Europe- |
Early in the !
recorded history of this country they ob-
tained from the Spaniards a few tools of -

ans who invaded their lands.

iron, some sheep, which they raised for their
flesh as well as for their wool, and asses,

which they use as a means of transporta- -

tion.

The seven hamlets of this province form
only one of many groups discovered by those
early Spanish adventurers. Altogether, about
sixty towns were found by them: about

half of these were destroyed, and, in al! the
remaining towns, except the seven, a new
religion was imposed upon the people. [t
should rather be said that Chnstian forms
and Christian ideas were ingrafteil
on the old pagan stock, Maost
of the towns outside of this proy-
ince are watched over by Cath.
olic priests, and the pagan rites
and ceremonies are prohibited.
But occasionally the people steal
away from their homes amdl
assemble on the mountains ur
join the people of the ¢ Province
of Tusayan” in the kivas, and
celebrate the rites of their anciemt
religion,

“Who are these people?” is a
question often asked. Are they
a remnant of some ancient invad-
ing race from the Eastern Conti-
nent? I think not. Linguistic
evidence shows them to be neasly
related to some of the nomadic
tribes of the Rocky Mountains,
such as the Shoshones, Utes, Pai
Utes, and Comanches.  The
region of country between the
Rocky Mountainsand the Sierras,
stretching from northem Oregon
to the Gulf of California, is occu-
pied by many tribes speaking lan-
guages akin to one another, These
town-building people seem to be
a branch of this great family;
now, but a remnant of this branch
is left; but there was a time when
they were a vast people. The
ruins of these towns are found in great pro-
fusion throughout Nevada, Utah, Colorado,
New Mexico, Arizona, and Southern Cali-
fornia. On every stream, and at almost
every spring of importance, vestiges of this
race may be found. Where Salt Lake City
now stands, in that ancient time there stood
a settlement of the people calling themselves
Shi-nu-mos, a word signifying * We, the
wise,” I have visited nearly every seitle-
ment in the Territory of Utah, and many in
the State of Nevada, and have never failed,
on examination, to find evidences of an
ancient town on the same site, or one near
by. On the eastern slope of the Rocky
Mountains they bave also been found; one

| near Golden City by Captain Berthoud, and

many others on the same slope to the south-
ward, I have found them on the westem
slope of the same system of mountains, on
the Yampa, White and Grand Rivers; and

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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