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So people were very mad about it. This is why [to avoid such a
contingency] they should pick out the best men and boys [to go
for pine (spruce)}].

April 18. The first planting!!® starts today. So everybody is
going out to plant. The Sun-watcher™® calls out. This planting

F16. 31. He'hele. Kachina clan wiye. The “signature” is a blue-green ball with
crow tail feathers. (Cp. Hopi Katcinas, P1. X1.)

by a kachina dancer is more than likely to cause high winds, from
which the mask of the guilty party in particular will suffer disarray.
Such guilt may be exposed, too, by the color running on a mask.

I have since learned that these messengers had thrown stones,
for fun. “They should keep their minds on what they are doing.”
Tor this reason they should not speak to any women on their
journey, e.g. to any Navaho woman they might meet.

119 There is a series of nine plantings, of which the dates are
determined by solar observation by the Sun-watcher. Each
planting day is named, the names indicating for the most part
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will be for the niman kachina. . . . . We think the Sun-watcher is
not a very good man. He missed some places, he was wrong last
year. And I think he is going to miss or take on some place [i.e.
to observe inaccurately]. All the people think that is why we had
so much cold this winter and no snow.

April 21. This morning while we were at breakfast a boy came
and said that Albert Naha had shot himself. He is my wife’s
uncle, so we both went down. When we came down and went in
there where he was lying, we were very sorry for him. Heisa very
rich man. He had a store and about one thousand cattle and
sheep, and lots of horses, and lots of money in the bank. He had
seven children, a brother, a sister, and a nephew. The Agent came,
and other friends, too. His aunt washed his head and tied on a
feather string for his breath in the other world.!?

points on the horizon at sunrise. Equated with our calendar, the
series begins about the middle of April, the three first plantings for
watermelon, and concludes on June 16, although up to the summer
solstice any one may plant. Thereafter planting is out of the
question. April is called Greasewood fence Moon, for then men
mend their fences, the greasewood fences of their watermelon
patches. May is Waiting Moon, men are waiting, it is still too cold
to plant corn. June is Planting Moon.

At each set planting a particular chief or distinctive man
customarily has his “working party.”

120 Mawa, of the patki clan. In June, 1924, he died, and the
following December the position was still vacant. Sihtaime of
the patki clan had been Sun-watcher before Mawa. Then Sihtaime
took the position of winter solstice chief, giving the position of
Sun-watcher to Mawa. So now Sihtaime has to look for somebody
to take the position vacated by Mawa’s death.

121 Four feathers, turkey or eagle, are on the string which is
bound around the head so the feathers will fall over the face, so
the dead will go with them to the clouds, and not be heavy. . . ..
The face is also washed and covered with corn meal, as is a baby’s,
and with cotton, so the dead may become a white cloud. (Cotton
habitually represents cloud.). .. .. The dead is washed like a
baby (in the naming ritual) by his aunt and also given a new
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April 22. In the afternoon we all go down—his folks and his
aunt. His brother makes a prayer-stick or his “letter”, as we call
it, for a dead person. When his brother finishes this prayer-stick,

Fi1c. 32. Hokya ana kachina (Tewa, kofeege). Mask, blue-green. Bunch of parrot
tail feathers tied midway down flowing hair. Right side of body, blue;left side, red.
(Cp. Hopi Katcinas, Pl. XXXIII.)

name by her, to use in the other world where he becomes like a
baby. Usually only the name-giver knows the name..... A
prayer-feather is placed on the chest of the dead as a breath
feather; also on his chest are placed a little bottle of water and
piki, for his lunch..... The corn ear the aunt has used in
washing the head of the dead is left in the house where the dead
lay, for four days. They say that only then when the ear is put
back in the store room does the dead finally leave. The buckskin
a dead man has been covered with or the white blanket that has
covered a dead woman is hung outside on the house wall for four
nights.
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