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t is called fusqua, the S 5

tends from Tokonavi (Nava}o Mountaln, across the border in Utah) to the point on the
New Mexico border where Route 40 leaves Avrizona, 1o the northem edge of the White
Mountain Apache Reservation, to Bill Williams Mountain, west of Flagstaff, to the rim
of the Grand Canyon, where the long trail begins that winds down to the Havasupai
‘Indian Reservation: By far its dominant feature is San Francisco Peaks, eighty miles
southwest of thé'Hopi mesas, the ancient volcanic home of the kachinas and thus the site
- of the Hopi s most important shrines. This large area is the ancestral land of the Hopi.

+ San Franasco Peaks 2 much of surroﬂndmg Coconmo County are in the charge
“oPile Natlonal Forest Service, and since 1962 a modern ski lift has brought many recre-
ationists to the Peaks’ west side. The lift and the lodge are operated by a local business,
Northland Recreatlon, of Flagstaff. In late 1980, Northland Recreation sought to exer-
cise i 1ts nght to build o lifts on the Peaks, and in May 1981 the Hopi tribe
S the Navajo Medicine Men’s Association (wha also regard the Peaks as sacred) joined
with Richard Wilson, a non-Indian owner of adjacent land, to file suit against the Forest
Service to stop further development. The suit was brought under the American Indian
Religious Freedom Act and would be heard by Judge Charles R. Richey of the U.S.
Distriet Court in Washmgton, D.C.

-One of the pomts raised by the Forest Service in a pretrial hearing was that Hopi
priests on their way up the Peaks to their shrines had used the ski lift to shorten their trek,
thus legitimatizing it. So on the day in the summer of 1981 when Susanne accompanied
Loren Honwytewa and Fred Kootswatewa, a young man who worked in the Tribal

*Chairman’s office, 6 the shrines on top of the Peaks, they hiked the entire way: from the

Prayer feathers and a pouch of sacred cornmeal lie atop a rock near a shrine.
- Carvings on the surface record the date of a recent pilgrimage to the

site_and various clan emblems: the concentric circles are an ancient migration symbol.
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ski lodge, which is at about 9,000 feet, past the top of the  he sa’id’ ‘Is that the kachmas havé a great deal to do when
ski lift, at about 11,500 feet, to the top, 12,363 feet.  they are at home up there. They have to rehearse; they
They stopped at the first shrine, hidden in a pile of lava  have to practice bringing rain. You can see from ht_?re that
boulders, and Loren kneeled and prayed. placing a paho there are usually clouds over the Peaks, Well, I suppose
in the small hole, sprmkimg it w1th commeal and smoking  scientists —you know, meteorologmts—Would explam it

his pipe over it. ik .’thelr way, but the H
They had planned to go only to th]S first shrmeg but-.{ '

since they were so near, Loren decided that ,they ashqu]&-h
press on to the second shrine, at the top ‘of the }ugheStvo_ ¥
the peaks ranged around the old crater. Several hours [a,té:
at the second shrine, Loren repeated the ritual, aqd théy‘.» :
paused to.look out over the lanclscape that sp‘read away “,
from them. There was a haze, partly the resur of £o?e$t 2 "--
fires some 600 miles to the west, in California, and the
Hopi mesas were invisible. Before leaving the top Lfren
filled his canteen from a patch of snow that still clung to._"_:'-'.
the scree. On the way down, Susanne asked if she could-"_ $ :Hopl an& the Nava Y
havea drak Ol icy water, and Laren gave her the can-'--. '.=anappeal and at 't{\

teen. As she drank, Fred, with a. certain look 2 ner- :
vousness, offered Loren a drink from Ais canteen.:Susanne )
stopped in her tracks with an awful realizatjon T‘h‘e‘ srro__w 3 prommeni featu're" of*x'ﬁeﬁ"nd'capm&ﬂ’fheueluster‘ﬂ high

cred nse office bulldlng m g d

__.'1:'45‘

e:same ﬁme fﬁeﬂ* a motion
el 'ukﬁi‘ t

g -

i
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iums will be cons

S'.“d?’.-afi"the' gate to the sanctuary.

The loss ef aneestral land§ lS not}ung new. to the"‘ |

ment, .whxch has 'Been essﬁ‘na]ly- dls‘regarded by the U S

government

To understand what has happened in the mtervenmg'_
years, it is necessary to go bat:k in history. Before 1840 -

the chlef problem the Hopﬂaced from outside was raiding

by other tribes. Ute bands would cross the San Juan River -
and sweep in to rard Hem comfreids then ‘withdraw to

their territory 1}1 the sn@rth.:--Apac’he would do the same

from their area in wha is now central and eastem Arlz{ma %

It is highly unlikely that any Nava]o lald eyes on San
Francxseo Peaks before about 4700 the flrst Nava}o raids
on Hopi were in the ]8405 1o

The N‘ava]o are Athabascan stock, related to the
Athabas_can Indians of Alaska and Canada. So re the
Apache. Indeed, it is only in the last few centuries that the

‘two languages — Navajo and Apache—became mutually -

mountam a fast-foed' mt w:H adom the u upper reaches of- |
the Hopi’ s modest cathedral,, and a swarm of condomm-.

'wi-lom, in the manner of nomads, they also preyed They

incomprehensible. When the Spanish arrived in New
Mexlco, the Navajo were simply a discrete population
among many Apache groups, inhabiting an area northwest

of the Rio Grande pueblos. All these people had come
- down from the north, probably subseguently to the perma-
"_'n'ent'.sétﬂing of the Hopi mesas. In any event, the people
‘who came to be called Navajo arrived as nomadic bands
of humen~gatherers and,\bemo extremely adaptable, be-

elaborate a hlghly sophlstlcated world view and cul-

a_’must have moved into the area of the Rio Grande before

 the middle of the sixteenth century, for there is evidence of
tﬁelr Jaldmg before the arrlval of the Spaniards and the
horse . . . and the sheep

Twelve years after the Pueblo rebelhon of 1680, the
Spanish returned to New Mexico. The people of the Rio

 Grande pueblos and the Spanish worked hand in glove to
solve what had become the l'number one problem of the

area—the Navajo. The ‘‘Pueblo auxiliaries’’ outnum-

bered the Spanish soldiers by about five to one—vol-
‘unteers, not conscriptees, seeking to free their lives of the
- omnipresent threat of raids by the Navajo.

“Having adopted the horse, the Navajo had become

far more efficient raiders. The introduction of sheep gave

them an economy. And observing the Spanish social struc-

ture, they evolved from small, loose-knit bands into a class

society, wherein individual Navajo leaders became

wealthy to an unprecedented degree, owning millions of

sheep, which were tended by other Navajo in return for
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the use of the sheep as needed. Under this oddly feudal

system the population was able to grow; and the Navajo .

extended the territory they inhabited throughout western
New Mexico. (Meanwhile the Apache and Comanche,
both of whom persisted in being merely raiders, never
achieved the kind of economic base that would enable

them to support larger and larger populations. Their raids *

continued, but their numbers remained much the same.)

By the time —in the 1830s— that revolution had ex- 5

pelled the Spanish from Mexico and had put New. Mexico

into the 'hands of the Mexicans, the Navajo were wit»l'fout_«:
question the main.destructive_forc.e.in the Rio Grande
area. The‘.Spani.sh and the Pueblo auxiliaries had simply
not been up to the task of containing them. The Mexican
“government in New Mexico was almost totally feckless, -

and for a couple of decades the Navajo, umversally feared -

terrorists, were rampant throughout the area.
In the 1840s Mexico lost New Mexico to the
United States. Among the first tasks of the territorial gov-

ernment of the United States was to bring peace to the

- area, which meant among other things to stem:the incessant

depredations of the Navajo. In due course, Kit Carson, the

famed mountain man, was dispatched to round up and

subdue the Navajo, a task that he discharged with ruthless
efficiency. A great number of Navajo —about 8,000,
representing approximately two-thirds of their entire popu-

lation —were rounded up and marched 400 miles across
the territory of New Mexico to Bosque Redondo and kept

‘in what is sometimes called a military encampment but was

in fact an early version-of the concentration camp. This

was the infamous Long Walk. Several years later a treaty

was concluded and the Navajo were marched off, west--

ward, across New Mexico, and settled on a rectangular

piece of land of approximately 3,000,000 acres lying
athwart the Arizona-New Mexico border. The Navajo

promlsed in their treaty to remam on that reservatlon
fovha rexiewed: some of thrs history: *

‘before KrtCarson s campaign. Accordrng Us. gbvem

ment reports (wbrch were made as a result of repeated ap-.
peals for aid by the Hopl and constant frlctron between 2
* the two tribes), there were only 300 Nava}o men,
women, and chﬂdren——m the area set asrde by President

Chester A. Arthur on Decer*r- 16, 1882 An earlier

survey reported tbat 'the westernmost penetratron of the -

Navajo in 1848 (in terms of sett]emeni;s) was a north-

south line that is located approximately at the present-day: 4
junction’ of the Chinle road with Arizona State Route

264, a few miles west of Ganado. This ag‘rees with Hopi
tradition about the territorial boundaries of the two tribes.

This is also the same locatlon where - a Hopr, Ta-uo-pu

(Pobe) by name, was. krlled by Na.va]o out on a plundering

~ mission. Subsequently, this-event mvolvmg the killing was
: used to designate the territorial boundary After 1848 and.
b Kt Carson started hls campaign, the Navajo began

going beyond the llne into Hopi terntory, becaise they
were. in flight to escape Carson Tbey were hrdmg out.
from Carson, not settled there.”

It seems that the Navajo’s feudal system' was crushed

In'a letter to me on thrs Subjgi,JAbetI &kaquap- J

~ “Only a few Nava]o had Setﬂed ‘Hopi country

as t
pro
muc
tho!
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Map of the Executlve Order R:esgrv‘atxo :
Dnsfnct S;x, and the Partltwned Lands; S
e -border of Executive Order
: Reservation -
| Hopi District Six

|| Hopi Partitioped Lands
- Navajo Partitioned Lands

by the demeamng years at .ququg Redondo in eastern

New Mexico afid by the séquestermg in the Teservation .
land w?nch the_:r Ieade.rs: acCeded to when they sngned a2

. -v}_ X

(About one hundred years later, when the two tribes once
again met to dxscuss the matter of territory, the v1l]age
chiefs of First Mesa, who had been entrusted with the tip-
on, produced it as a proof of the old agreer%nt Appar-

_ently, the Nava]o demed 1ts 1mportance, though one of
. ' them offered to buy it.) : :

vation, and the, Hopi contmued to eomplam to. the U.S.
government, to no avail. Raldmg and thlevery continued,
b 3 as the government agents’ reports testify, but chiefly the
problem was that Hopi were effectively denied the use of
much of their land. Each year it became more restricted,
~ though Hopi -cattle-owners occasionally ranged as far

south as Leupp-and east to Ganado.
- : - In the 1940s the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)

Hop1 chxefs of a ceremomaf Objed: caHed the ttpom

The Navam contmued to move mto the HOpl Reser- g

ervations as one administrative unit, dividing, the entire
area into nineteen LLand Management Districts, or Grazing
Districts, at the same time instituting a massive across-the-

~ board stock-reduction program. Many Hopi refused to
n gr __ move their cattle and were promptly arrested. With the
“It was after 1868 aﬂéﬁ'_ »eﬁ" maty_,_ that t.e‘y bégan sete

'_'.fthe Navajo moved in, disregarding the new grazing regula-

 tions.. Most of the 100-0dd Navajo who had encroached

- on DIStl'lCt Six (one of the nineteen Land Management
'.'--'j Dasmcts compnsmg 600,000 acres) were moved out; the
P refusal of some to leave led to a lengthy court battle that -

saw them‘ evicted after ten years. .
Ong" can perhaps sympathize with the BIA of those
.days and its confusion about how to make native Ameri-

can cultures fit into the limited number of pigeonholes in a

rolltop desk, and one can understand its effort to reduce

overgrazing and the destruction of the land. Both tribes

-qu-nd the stock-reduction program outrageous, and the

* - Hopi continued to complain to Washington, to no avail.

Ultimately, in 1962, a thrée-judge federal court rgtified the

~ arrangement, ruling that District Six was exclusively for

 the Hopi and that the remainder of President Arthur’ rec-
tangle was to be considered a Joint Use Area (JUA) for
the two tribes, to be *‘shared and shared alike. ' This case,
Healing v. Jones, was termed ‘‘the largest quiet title case
~ever fried.”” Thus was a deeply ifnportant cultural decision

'made on the basis of principles of animal husbandry.
Joint use effectively meant sole Navajo use of the

lands outside District Six. Indeed, it meant incursions of
3 = intervened and decided to treat the Hopi and Navajo res- ~ Navajo livestock into the Hopi's exclusive area, and in the
-I : L .
| r 3 A
\II -
3 209 .

g Hopl cattlemen out of the lands to the west of the mesas, -

e R —
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early seventies the Hopi began impounding Navajo Isheep. ; the nghts of the Hopmn the _]omt Use Area

that strayed over their boundary, as was, of course, man-  In partial recognition of this, and also of the fact that

dated by law. This tended to heat up the dispute. F e United States had erred over xthe years in lettrng the
Joint use also meant that both tribes-would share in Nava]o overrun the Hopi Reservanon, Congress passed a

. the mineral rights to the land within the Executive Order ~  bill in 1974 provrdmg that the ]cunt Use Area should be ;

Rectangle. But in the mrd-srxtles. in the words of Abbott-

e cutin half—one halfsfor theHo'_and-oneefﬂoEr_ the Navajo.

mit to the Sentry Royalty. Company (predecesso

of d
Peabody Coal Company) to conduct a smp-mlmng %gr a-

tion at the north end of Black Mesa We ;he ﬁuﬁ

é-w %@L‘@E_X ! _S_.enators

3%, J f‘-‘lsmgl‘ 25
es were t‘igg_}regonate the

nﬁl(T Gong ""‘
S ."i‘!

~ only because we would have gone to cburt..'«a

the whole thmg

remains a. moot question. lt sharply dlvrded the Hopl ate 3 :' 1 the. ’boun‘d ':y._ T ! ‘“"'; -,"_* ] 1 2l ;
- acres, and_ia out{75@'$éqﬁres,.‘ Jéﬁgé ;ogmove The

env1ronmental groups to wage a battle agamst Peabody : Hop1 regamed 900 000 acres for-r thérr own exclusive use,
whrch they eventually lost. : ; D

In any case, the event—as it is thus descnbed by, one esignate _‘f x 215 -"_' 9 | told w:they 'thought
- 11‘_ -5 s -__- e . :E:_‘ BT e el e

,.a =

the time, with the traditionalists joining forces with r:egrbnai

‘r}’decrdes to

ettl. ement Act) ;

g

« ="
v ol
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ongressionally or-

a Fm.i_g}ily political issue in the

L ]
e paid a visit

entrepreneur named Bill

Barry Goldwater,

sislation. If elected,

o

lamage to the Nav-
romptly met and en-

vote of 72 to 0. This was no empty

ince the numerous Navajo (there are now

000) have often provided the margin for a can-
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councilman named Freddy Howard rose to speak. “Many: . The admlmstratlon of tlus entlre matter has been al- hy
Navajo subject to relocation have vowed they will not “lowed to grind to a halt—essenually in order to let tempers F
move despite federal marshals, desprte the U.S.. Cavalry cool The livestock-reduction program has been replaced, re
What they will do is hard to predict.”” He went on to com- " on the order of the Secretary of lnterlor, by a livestock o
pare the “forced”” relocation to the Long Walk. grazmg permrt program allowmg ten sheep (or the equiv- S
- One can forgive Howard a bit of exaggeratron, pegi % on tk u“ghger 1arlul_and,l_, Twenty
" haps; after all, the Navajo dlstrlct that he repre'sente(_l s+ sheep pe “’“'- gl
now. on the Hopi side of the line. And the Long Walk\ € ofhici: N
was unquestionably a brutal piece of busmess Kit Carsor;._ B - The re
~may be lionized in the Southwest by wlntes, but lle‘-"_' asa : F
pretty difficult fellow, and one cannot help tbmklng' tl')at he U.5. gov, , li
he took delight in being nasty to the Navajo. On thes«otller 3 A d tlr insta ior o the N; ”533‘9% S
hand, ‘the federal government is. offermg a new hou3e Jomt Use A 3 :_I"'_as: facto recogniz ’I,Dthe*NavaJO ﬂght e
(worth about $70,000) and a considerable cash payment e; in effe has v
(some $5,000) to each HOpi and Nava]o famrly cali‘ght the; should Na B
up in this unsatisfactory affair so that they Can,q-by 1986, people lwrng there, t-hbyﬁ v, ha y' "
comply with the requirements of the law. An aclrmmstra ment to the land ancl re Ehe most trad i st
tive body has been set up —the Hopi-Navajo Reloeahon country ' 3 e ]
Committee —to oversee all this, and while Bk S SN The H:Opl may lrcWe 'betmfm--'t'lie re'groanrrst, but to T f
are generally unresponsive, they do not ride horses behind quote Charrman MacDouald “The Nava]o belonged to '_\: W
the oppressed, hitting old Navajo women up the srdes of - lanc - n
their heads if they don’t hustle along to prisgn. - 43 l
Nevertheless the complaint of the Nava)d tﬂJ&l C
ernment is heartrending, for relocation is a pamful pf . __- s »
Tribal Councrl Chairman MacDonald has vowecl to take ler to sw ttle herds. Thu I;1§Sﬂ&0'f eattle :"‘j - d
the matter to the public, to resist all efforts at. stock réducn- 7 ‘A DEC e. It is a ques or “ ‘6 : g‘,’al rrglrts over }“‘ ‘
tion or at relocation in the hope that Congress will undo tfu ‘, the U.S.s I3
the damage. The Navajo tribal government has buagetecl to pumsll'l\la» -_}0 ’fOl‘ mlstakes tl\e govemmem ’1tself con- _? _ fi
' half a million Jollars a year for the publrc ‘relatmns 1:fam fesses it made .-W hen it was seekmg to resolve the issue in- e 4
s was 'unmformet_l, abour tbe economrc ‘and B 1 N

paign that has been launclred AR AR A - e 1974 Con

i1l
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support. In 1972 there were about 120, 000 sheep in the

Joint Use Area, and by 1979 There was n.o visible reduc-' :
tion, this desplte the"governmem s recluctlon program,-‘_

whereby one could sellL off l}vestock at 1.50 percent of the'_ v

market value. In !ho'

150,000 head from tﬁe-Nawa]o In 1981 the Pres:dent s

Council .on E.nwronm,ental Quality pomted out that the

Navajo Reservatlon rs:one of the three ° worst examples of
desertification in the Um@d State,s* : ; :
Plans are afoot fo;’a;new l‘bpl village to be Bunlt on

Howell Mesa, northwest of Flrst Mesa, providing - room’

for the slowly growing Ho opi populatlon which is now
about 10,000 —and perhaps providing jobs for people

who would otherwise have to live off the reservation, .

LE

In; 'e A r ) ."'. - ‘.._.
Currently m'theJo_nthse Area Hore are elght times
as many Navajo ammals, mostly sheep, as the land can’

A p,artly ;for.lack of space in District Six. And of course, the

Hopxdo use the land, as we have seen, for a variety of
purposes, ‘most of them bound up w1th their ceremontal
needs A
leaclers have tal(en for Bt of years to the Grand
Canyon to collect salt forceremonial use, there are some
3 boulders wlth clan. symbols long strings of figures carved
into the stone, markmg all the*times the Hopi have passed
by .ne of these rocks now has graffiti scratched over it.

~ The clnef be”eflt to the Hopi of reacqu1r1ng some of

T tlaeﬁ land w1ll be that some of their shrines Sl be returned

o] ',;care A small fraction at least of the tusqua, where

: for a mlllenmum the Hopi clan leaders have gathered

herbs and ceremonial objects essential to the core of their

life, will be undet their sole jurisdiction and may escape
defacement and destruction. :

That relocation is an awful strain is not in questlon

How great a strain it is remains moot. One of the strongest

_ statements on the subject, often adduced by the Navajo

* government in support of its claims, was made by. Profes-

sor Thayer Scudder of the California Institute of Technol-
Qg‘y, who in March 1'97‘9. released a report under the

~ auspices of the Institute for Developmen#Anthropology,

Inc., of Binghamton, N.Y., a private research group. _

- Professor Scudder, two graduate students, and six
research aides interviewed 118 Navajo during the Christ-
mas break of 1978 to ascertain the amount of stress that
relocation, or the threat of relocation, was placing upon
them and to assess their ability to' cope with it. He found

L #t u‘2|3” / .j\‘

- Near Tuba City, along the ancient trail that Hopi
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the stress severe and their ability to cope with it overtaxed.  study, and that the opmrons amved at were ‘not those of e E the
Marriages were breaking up, people were getting drunk;  theinstiute. - -+ - L. . Al
there was a whole range of psychological ill effects occur- : There are -questrons of content as well. Navajo, like i . 12
ring among these people. Scudder recommended that the ~ all lncllans, have marital problems, dnnkmg problems, and o : the
1974 act be repealed and the Navajo be allowed to buy other psychologlcal problems ln fact, 50 clo non- lnclrans
_ the Jomt Use Area land. He said that Congress 'nad.'.bejent -Relooahon’ % ot | b%pﬁms;éle -__ he. 5 3 ,'j:_ Nz
r pri -;,m"s“éar«. 15 --«»' E sac
& s I . oy
1 sat
cul
1 ke gra
tion were also placed under a severe strain by ltgrvmg-th . IZ  wa : -":'-F 'f'- 1dre a - &éf:* - S % : ‘-.'_ - Na
lands crowded by relocatees. In the summer of 1980, Pro- due to- taking _?' 5 -‘_ ve:
fessor Scudder summarized the devastating c%nclusrons q(l ) .3 g thi
his study in a letter to Presxdent Jimmy Carter. e 74 ’ ew. hundred pebt" < %@ ’had been relo- ,

There are a few problems with all this, some 05 them.- N I. i relative | abi
being what social scientists call methoclologrcal For ¢ exarg 3 ' reg
ple, five of the researchers engaged in the interviewing ] ' oth
process were Navajo. Of these, four were employed at the .' Fmally, on the questron of Congress not bemg prop- F = ma
time by the official Navajo land dispute committee. Scud- erly informed of. the stressful effects sufferecl by the Nav- ,‘ b WI
der admitted that no effort was made to get a random sam- 'a]o, it should be noted tlrat Dr. chdder lnmself testlfred S Na
ple; instead, the interviewers just spoke to w—home\{er they;. ﬁbe@rgéb & fed le *‘ l co m'_%' Senate Interior Con 3 3 Ca
came across during the Chnstmas recess. Funher, socla ?f:;".rﬁx_ttee ras br ; and said 08 sion 3 the
scientists have pointed out that, in tlns sxtuatlon, llS*srrbf— 4 - pee
jects are too small a sample from wlnch to make statrsti-  per gt " the
cally valid eanpolatlons and generalrza,nons. S e : = : we:

There is also a problem about the scholarly resQonSI- G wa:

| - by
Institute for Development Anthropology, lnc salcl the m-' t10n m 1882 ancl the, I-_‘o.wth r;fz for the Na#a}o popula- g 1 cha
stitute was not involved and had not par-ncrpacted;.:_'_:;_ﬁye : ~tron is 2 perc," __"f"_'yieaf", Scuclder sze.‘strmate, uacgeptecl by sho
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It is not at all clear what the ultimate Qut'come: will_. " Executive Ordqr Rf;,-serv_aticf)n-. But _m.C)r;e- te the point, the
be. The Navajo will continue to resist; a new’U.S. gov- - Hopi have givén' up. onEy tlre rig'lrtito"return. to the federal
ernment administration preoccupied with budgetary mat- .govemment and ask for more money for lost territory; and
ters might choose to welsh on the federal payments to  in fact they had negotiated an offer of $3 m1llron up to $5
relocatees. Or the government may indeed proceed to ~ million. Even more rmportant is the fact that the Tribal
carry out the initention of Congress and some of the orig- - -Councrl and hhqu S gok"em_ment agre_ed 1% dlsaéree asto

illio g s __

inal Hopi land may be Setumed to them

w* LorE _'I' -
i "tliésl'fo‘.p were

& tl'né-

.';u. ¥
YT _.

the Hopi brought no clalm before |tl1e commrssron H w- 'l :
ever,-in 1950 a group of Hopi elders ]ourneyed to Wash
ington to see if a claim could be pressed and were tolcl that
their only hope. was to revive the Tribal Councrl “This was
done, w1tl1_ seven villages sending representatives to its ] :
meetings, just m time to engage a lawyer and submit an of- statement to the &oﬁrmssroner ol’"-lndlan Aﬁarrs outllmng
ficial claim before the déadline. Sinl S the boundarlesoﬁ thelf Iradmonal lands-i- ln.ppa:t-rtsard
Matters ground ‘on slowly, and in. ihe 19705 ;,;l'le:r’ '
Hopi were awarded $5 million for land tl’rey liad _}Q”S‘F : S
Tlns caused conslderable corﬂroversy’ among l_-loprb‘ e:-‘a ' '*l‘m HOBI gatlrers the‘
S, TOOts, ts, and his life,

\ Lgl@non brings to

Y @ footﬁrlnts

lion —about five to six hundred dollars per: Hopl_.- 'h .""“-‘
“not actually the fact. The $5 mllllon was for the la an
value computed as of the time it was losr, and 0§nr3§

the land was lost when President Arthur establrslred tlle
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days | efore the pl]gnmage Was 16 begm we
Fred Kootswatewa, whom (with Loren
_S‘usanne had accompamed to the top of San

eal :,,, th there would be a meeting that night

led t.he pllgnmages in_years past, but his health would not
: pemm*hxm to go on thns one. There was a great deal of
3 gqnversan()n,.some Qf_ it apparently heated, some of ‘it con-
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.-hlgh in the

| Fve was an old ruin, w1th
, perhaps thirty altogether, perched

Ipht at @ralbl in 1906 That night, after we had driven
A e hours and had made camp up near the Utah

Tovercast‘ Wlthout breakfast we broke camp and headed
for Navajo Mountain— Tokonavi—across the border in
Ut&il It began to rain, and the mountain was shrouded in
dark, fast-moving clouds. Water trickled down the narrow
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dirt track that led up the mountain, and the men went on
foot ahead of the four-wheel-drive truck, throwin.gr rocks
into deep ruts and takm&boulders out of the read, but
finally to no avail: the road proved impassable. In a dark
glen beside the road, Loren founded a new shrme to serve

until another pilgrimage reached the one on top m some '. 1 e

other year, and while the ceremony - was. takmg place,,

Nathan Begay chipped a series of concentric crrcle&_ u’tfa
boulter o farke location. On the way down the n mmln-

- most of its floor go,ne, a comlcal skeleton of a dommant
society —a faxled attempt, it seemed to me, to reach the
wrong goal The prlests went off on foot, down into the
canyon, arriving eventua]ly at a great overhang in the gray
chff wall As Loren sought the shrme, the others Jooked at

tain, torrents of- water cascaded over the r;mroeh and ‘fhe ik

road was awash for miles. It was a dlsappomtment, not

reaching the top,, but the rain was a good s sxgn = 85 "

The next stop was several hours away, a ledge aiew

hundred feet down in G Canyon, below Grand Can- 7

yon Vlllage this was not one of the territorial shrines but e
place the priests tradlnonally stopped at to pray for the -
_sacred salt that is located in a deposxt on the canyon floor

near the confluence of the Colorado River and the thtle '

Colorado, the location also, the priests told us, of Sipa-
- puni. This was the only reference—and they made it so
casually —to the place of emergence into this world, per-

haps because it all seems so obvious and natural to them,_
From there,.we went to Pota ve taka Pomt Subl}ﬁle’ls a

drive of several hours west through a state park aqd hen

through seemingly endless meadowland to the narrow and -
rocky beginnings of a canyon that leads down cucmtohsly

to the reservation of the Havasupal Indians, the begmnmg = f‘

of the Havasupai Trail. At the. end of the track, tfle g@ﬁ{t
at which no.vehicle invented by man could have goné far-

 ther, there was an ancient automobile, its wmdows :arrd

. k.

¥ w}uch we had ‘reach”éd only BY_

"-‘ ity

H*s,v-»Eéﬁnsw red He came

'. es, mak-mg hls \ Amfully*:e en along ﬂa,t Surfaces I

couldn t conceive how he had made t 'down to thls place,
cral Mmg on hands and
feet, like goats. Though Tribal Chajrman, he had 1o par-

ticular cﬁn offlce that would have-made it necessary for :
hlm to see thesg shrmes He had nothmg but the-determi-
ight, to be - he h&;i seen with his

to Hop1 survwal

mg, as the sun.wént cl0wn Weyle& , r;'{/ing into the dark
to the state/park where under’a roof»covered stove made
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e

al, fhe _ceremony took place and the

e ,_GE_

cenﬂy been ft)und by one of the pllgnms dunng a personal
~ expedition into the terrain, and he wanted us to see it. One
's_eriéie.j'éf paintings showed a few men standing near another
‘who had been impaled with a spear. The Hopi priests cal-

St
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- up, to a point Nohere a metal fence enclos ;

culated that this spot was on a stralght line between pri

Chevelon Cliffs and the last shnne in Woodruff They _ .the paho from the bush alongsq _.H.le:road and the pil-

wondered if the pictograph did not suggest that this had gnmage was over AH that was. left was for ‘Lpren to report

been a Hopi outpost in'ancient times, and that it was here |

that the Hopi had at-one time sought to repel invaders.
Shortly thereafter we arrived at the foot of

symmetrical hill outside Woodruff. We__' rove

one in the formof 2 mountan llon l smoked it and passed
it back, saymg “I suppose this means | can'’t m_ake fun of
you anymore.” '

“No," he said,

TS i..-; . are, for
“it means that you can . :
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THE SACRED BOUNDARY

Cartography is not a Hopi art. Rather, Hopi read the
features of the land, knowing the look 2

of a butte from several diré&:tiohs in several kindé of :
hght, the degree of erosion of a cllff

L

animals through a place makes a shght

depression in the sandstone. And so, when the Hopl

go forth periodically to visit the 3

ancient shrines that mark the splrltual boundaries of-:-
that part of the continent where they

“know they belong, they do not need a map. They
: address the spirits of the place, pledge

their everlasting concern, and liyten to ihé messages

that pfov:de them.wwhhthe :§n‘eng1;h ?5" '

Flagstaff one of the homes of the

‘kachinas and a source of Hopl life a.nd its survwal

‘ ‘

n the following pages are photographs taken unng a

On the foll hc ph k d
pilgrimage made by a group of Hopi

priests who permitted the authors to accompany thém

they go to the top of San Franc1sco Peaks, near

Opposzte. Hopi pilgrims. descend_f om Woodruffr'-' T

Bluff; one of the southemmost markers’ 3
LS ARS of theu ancestral land

OUerleaf They leave ; 1, oD |
_ New Mexxco border,@t w.hlch
: generatlons ago, Hop) clans left I‘jTell.' mark
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North of the Hopi Reservation, in Navajo National

Monument, is a restored village ruin
called Betatkin—in Hopi, Ky westima. Located deep
in a canyon, it was an ancestral home
during the gathering of the clans. Right: The shrine
itself, overgrown by grass and brush,
was found near the face of the cliff below the ruin.
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Navajo Mountain (Tokonavi), just over the Arizona
border, in Utah, is the northernmost
marker of the ancestral land. Extremely heavy rains
thwarted the attempt to reach the
mountain’s summit by vehicle, an arduous task on the
best of days. Filling in ruts with

boulders was of no avail, and so the priests established
a temporary shrine partway up the
mountain.
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Several hundred feet below Grand Canyon Village, a
rocky promontory juts out into the
great yawning space of the canyon itself. On the way
down, the priests point out an ancient
ruin high in the canyon wall across the way.
The Hopi visit this place not for the
purpose of marking ancestral land but to commune
with the spirits of a sacred shrine
where salt is gathered in the canyon (overleaf).
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Midway through the four-day pilgrimage, the priests

made their way into the Grand Canyon
to the place where a trail starts to wind its way down
to the Havasupai Indian Reservation,
one of three reservations that abut Grand Canyon
National Park. At the shrine the men
smoke ceremonial tobacco in clay pipes. The smoke is
a blessing and a prayer, and as it
disappears into the air it reaches the spirits.
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At Bill Williams Mountain, west of Flagstaff, priests
perform their ritual over the shrine,

placing prayer feathers in the ground, sprinkling sacred

cornmeal over the feathers while
praying, and blowing smoke directly into the shrine.
The prayer feathers are made of eagle

down and flicker feathers affixed to a stick. (In recent

times the prayer feathers have been
placed in a wooden box to keep them safe from

vandalism.)

From Bill Williams Mountain the pilgrimage continued
to other shrines, reaching as far south
as Chevelon Cliffs, near the northern edge of the
White Mountain Apache Reservation.
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The most important Hopi shrine of all is at
San Francisco Peaks, near Flagstaff,

and about 100 miles from the Hopi Reservation. It is

here that the kachina spirits live for half the
year. Priests make frequent pilgrimages to the shrines

on the Peaks to make sure that the
place remains a good home for the spirits and, through
prayer, to seek their guidance.
Opposite: A priest prays at one of the shrines.

The kachinas must share their home nowadays with
recreationists. San Francisco Peaks has
snow even in August, and developers have sought to
enlarge a ski resort on the mountain’s west face.
The Hopi battle for preservation not only of the old
ways but of old places thus continues.
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