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Hon. John Collier N g
Commissioner of Indian Affairs - )
“ashington, D. C. A Y
i T - 7
Dear Mr. Commissioner: . ' \ -
. SN
I inclose herewith a letter signsd by —.\ o
- . - 0

A e ———

Oswald Fredericks ani 14 other memters of the Hopi Iniian

Tribe, in which they urge that

[

survey ce made in =ccordance

with the Treaty of Guadaluve Hidzlgo of 1848, znd

f2
ct
v
(]
ct
o
[a)
(D
3

te granted the lands to which they are entitled unzZer and
by virtue of said Treaty; also trat the Executive Order of
December 15, 1882 be made null and void.

I shall aporeciate nhearing from you concern-

o]

ing this petition so that I may mzaXe a suiteble raply to
the members of this Tribpe. ;

Yours very sincerely,
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Honorable Jorn Collier—=* . ..~

Commissioner of Indlap Aftggrso\gs

uqshln?ton D. C. ) R

- -

Sir.

the follow1ﬂ¢

We s ng
mittee;
Pueblo villagessituated on the Fooni (locui)
und'sr the jurisdiction of a superintendent
all of

Keams Canyon, Arizona. the Pueblos

respectfully show that we represent

- el

it .
duly elected, qualified znd acting com-

Mavajo County, State of Arizona, and the Xoenconi Pueblo

villige situated on the -

estern llavajo Feservation, under

the Hopi (Mogui) O i Pt
K
reszrvation £
. j" KN A
situated at \
&
are situated in \\
——

the jurisdiction of the Tuba City ..gency in Coconino
County, Arizona.
At thls time on benalfl of the iopi Pueblo people, we res-

pectfully invite vour honorable attentlion to the fact that
our neople and pueblos wsre in existance at the time prior
to the discovery of America and for a long time prior
thereto, Each of our villages at that time, and for

nundreds of years before, had 1ts Governor or Chief, who

is selected according to our tribal laws and customs, and

the affairs of ezch

wano nas control over

village oificars

to those wno riolate

village, a2nd our

sstsle aispuzes and mets out justice

our customs and laws, .

True, the Government does not respect our Governors or Chiefs,

but nevertheless thney are there in full force and effect as

-

nrove efficient, canabls andruselful and no longer._

our form of communiky governnient has stood the

e fedl that

auld t°st as long, if. ﬁot TOngeri than any otner form of

'self rovernment in thu rordl, anc will Lrove very elfic-_~ o -15;'[
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of Mr, James S, Calnoun, Special Indian Agent, of October
1849, did not include the (Mooﬁi (Eopi) Pueblos, ve-

4
-3

cause they were surrounded by win Navajos and Apaches,

- -
3

and he could not cause the survey to be made, This was
'not our faulu, out the fault of those wnose duty it was to
protect us, See Page 39, Extra Census Bulletin, Noqui
Pueblo Indians of Arlzona, puolished U, S, Bureau of Print-
ing, dated 1893
T/e acquired our title to our'pueblos and land under the
szme treaty and laws as the Pueblos of llew lexico, and we
ask no more and no less than was given tnaem, for the reason
that they acquired title to thelr lands under and by
virtue of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo of 1848, and tne
Supreme Court of the United St:tes held in the case of
the United sStates v. Joseph, 24 Law ed., Page 295,

"The Puepblo Indians, on the contrary, hold

their lands by a right superior to thut

of the United States, Their title dates

back to the greants made by the Covernment

of Spain, before the Ifexican Revolution,

a title recognized by tqe ie“_can Covern=-

ment, and protected vy the Treaty of

Guadalupe Zidalgo, by walcn its inhasit

ants were transferred to the United

States.
For smilar holdings see:

John Charles Fremont v. The United States
15 Taw ed. Paze 241

United States v. Vooten
40 Fed, Page 882

United States v, Juan Perchemsn
8 Law ed, Pages 604

~teg v. 2o0ard of ational iission
a a7 )

S2e al3o iriticles 8 and Q of the Guadalupe Treaty,
reau. st that the Haonorable Secretary of tne

Taterisr cause a survay Lo o2 made in accordance with the
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“—i e e - —
tinuously having them thrown to the winds Cy -someone who
has just thougnt up a ﬁew scherme tﬁat he wishes to try out
on us, without having a .single tn*ng except his owvn imagin-
ation to suoport his theory.

our villages, are still in the same places and handled in the
same manner that they were in 1540, when they were first
dlscovered oy ‘the Spaniards and were considered oy them as
‘toe nortLern outpost of Spain and Hetico. .

We‘héve no record of any Hopi (Moqul) who has ever been
convicted ofia felony, or oné that has ever served a day in
the Stzte or Federal prison for the violation of either the
State of United States law, or any knowledge 6f any of our
Deople wno have ever spilled white ran'!s blood in any con-
flict.

vWe are agricultural peiple, and under the uvnwarranted execu-
tive order of December 16, 1882, we were restricted to a
worthless stretch of sznd, rocks and wasnhes, which 1s not
and never was fit for agricultural purposes. By the stroke
of a ven the land that belonged to us under the treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo of 1848, was given and made a dumping
ground for all roving bands of Indimns that the Secretary

of the Interior may see flt to dump there, and who have

éoné us greaf darage, Although we have protected this un-
:air deal our protests fall upon deaf ears and no heed is
glven to our wishes,

e submit that thhere never was the'slighteétAlegal quthority
for the issuinz of ﬁe executive order of 1882, as this lard

waeg, and is, our community »roperty uncer and by virtue of

Lo = om0t . PR
chLT T me, 24nd IO

the treaty of 1343, tnat w2 ware S
hundreds of years prior, a separate and distinct naficn.
Under date of August 24, 1849, Willlam Petham, Surveyor

’

General af - New Mexicqﬂ(at that time Arizona and New Mexic

N
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Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo of 1848, and that we be decrced

the community ovmers of the-land_ﬁo'which we are entitled
under and oy virtue of sald tfeaty, and that all other
tribes and pér50ns Ee éjected frbm said lands according to
“law and for such other and furthér relef as nay seem meet

in the mremises, and that the executive order of December

16, 1882, be decreed nul and vold and of no force or erffect,

[ | - Respectfully submitted,
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