Wilton Kooyahoema and Abigail Kooyahoema. Abigail’s house, Hotvela, then to Siwuqva
overlook, then to Wilton’s field below Hotvela near Dinnebito Wash (Abigail is Wilton’s M:
Wilton’s Z also present and another woman; Abigail is matriarch of Kookopngyam, 90 years old:
Wilton is ca. 67; his Z appears to be ca. 60). 5-24-2004. Peter Whiteley and T.J. Ferguson.

Wilton reports there were fields in Dinnebito Valley before split but does not know of gardens
(NB contradicts other sources indicating presence of gardens as far back as 1858). In 1948,
Hotvela gardens were not that big; they have added sections since that time. Men from Orayvi
used to have sheep camps down below (i.e. around the cliffs below Hotvela). Siwuqva was were
Orayvi had its gardens. Burros, sheep, and horses watered at Hotvela spring. After 1906 women
started to put gardens in - gardens were not big even when I was a child. Hotvela gardens
contain: corn, squash, chile, onions, tomatoes, carrots.

Abigail remembers going to the gardens with her M, Jesse Tuveyesnom. A good, clean stream of
water used to come out of the spring.

Wilton’s Z: The general name for the gardens NE of the village (inc. those TJF & PW looked at
last November) is Hopqdyvi (i.e. “NE place™). Ellie and other Tepngyam used it;
Qomahongiwma was the first one to use it. Norma, Ellie (Siletstiwa), Olive, Katherine
[Sewemaenewa, I think] still use gardens at Pusukinva (also NE). Siikwaptiwa (Kyelwungwa)
used to have apple trees down in the Hotvela gardens, then they cut them down and started to
build the gardens there. His Ss are Greasewood.

Wilton: At Masawkatsinki, there is another spring where they had gardens. Peggy Scott - Badger
spring - another place with gardens. And below that is another spring that David Monongye had.
At Wisoqvdso [Buzzard rincon, S of village] there used to be gardens too. But all those springs
have dried up now. The gardens are now passed on within the clan, even though it was
individuals who began them.

Wilton’s Z: There is a meeting every March of the kiva people to decide when to clean out the
pond; it rotates among the kivas every year [like Niman and Soyalangw]. From the pipe at the
Hotvela gardens, your group gets water once a week. There are 4-5 people per group, 7 groups in
all, organized by clan & family. Abigail: it has been once a week since a long time ago. Wilton’s
Z: Then in between times, you take a cup and keep the gardens wet.

TJF: If there was more water, would more people plant?

Wilton, his Z, and the visiting lady: “Oh yeah.” Wilton’s Z: There is not enough water for
everyone now - people are fighting for water.

Wilton: There were three places where the water used to come out, but not so much now.
Wilton’s Z: Not all of Hotvela has piped water, not the plaza area, because there are sensitive

areas (1.e. religious); the sewer lines run two sections away from the plaza. So, some people at
Hotvela are still hauling their water.
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Wilton: [HS started putting in water and sewer lines. Wilton started to work for them in 1985;
prior to that most of the villages did not have running water.

Wilton: Siwuqva gardens [in cliff corner near Huk’ovi] were not as big as Hotvela, but still a
pretty good size; CCC put in a trough there. There were also gardens at Mumurva [Loololma’s
area S of Huk’ovi].

At Wilton’s field in Dinnebito Valley. This was my step-F’s field (Nelson Kyarng6yva, my M’s
2" H). My Z planted it, then I took over about 1989. Then I started expanding it - rented a
tractor. In six years I had built it up to 12 acres. We get a crop every year (even in the recent
drought years): we used to get 13-14 pick-up loads of corn ca. 1991 (18 in 1993 - last time we
had a real good crop) - last year [2003] we got 9 pick-up loads. It’s all dependent on rainfall and
snowmelt - it stays moist here. There is a lot of blowsand underneath (not nayavu clay, which
turns hard and impedes growth). The Kookopngyam used to have a field beyond it, but it got real
hard with nayavu, and now you can’t plant it. I planted 4 sections for my M, 2 sections for my W,
the rest for my Ds; on the top side are my nephews, and my son Merwin is planting over that
way. Nobody was planting up this way until my step-F and then when [ expanded it. There is a
big wash that comes down from Apoonivi. The Kookop clan’s property boundary lies over there
- can’t expand beyond that boundary. My step-F is Sand clan, his B is on that side, and the Sun
clan on the other side of the rock house.
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