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ENVIRONMENTAL INTERRELATIONS IN ARIZONA! 1 ' : e
e
WALTER HOUGI I EE o .
The plant life of the semi-arid Southwest shows many inter- | % .
T esting 'uhptltmns to the “Lo'rmphm conditions. One accus- : i
tomed to secing the many species of plants here in the Kast i ,
struggling for place, covering the ground with a mat of vegeta- '
tion, looks with surprize on the vast. red plains of Arizona and . {
New Mexico, sparsely dotted with dull-colored, stunted bushes, e : .-
popularly thrown together under the name of “sagebrush.” ' K
T the Kast, also, the tender, green mantle hides the sears of : 3 )
time, but in the West we sce a world naked and in ruins, as 15153 i
though wo were transported to a landscape in the moon. ', f !
These vast landscapes, bathed in clear aiv and lighted by the : g
fervid san, show tints of marvelous beauty, beyond the power . .! ;
of pen and hrush to portray.  There is a sen=e of freedom in ' ti S
these broad outlooks which is fazeinating, and no doubt this is v ’ b
oue of the reasons why those who have once visited this coun- ‘ 3 ; ‘ :
try are impelled to return. A H
To the geologist the country offers much greater opportunitices j ! £
for study than to the botanist, for all is open and clear—the i i i
crunipled leaves of the book of Nature show their edges on the 1§ 'g:» ‘-
i mountain fronts.  Often the general geology of the region is ap- i o
parent for over a hundred miles at a glance. The details of 3 g_""" .
stratification also can be followed by the eye for many miles, I iea
while at a distance over the red Jurassic plains the white Creta- ; ‘1 Pl
ceouts hills and mesas and the ponderous remmnants of the vast, : i -
black lava flows ave clearly in sight. : ': A F U 1§ R )
e - . : ' . :"-'-""‘"' o
.'" 1 Pubilishund by the permizsion of the Seervtary of the Smithsonian Institution, f ‘ ‘_ S
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