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ACT OF TAKING POSSESSION OF
NEW MEXICO, APRIL go, 1598*

In the name of the most holy trinity and the indivisible eternal
unity, deity, and majesty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three
persons in one, the one and only true God, who, with His eternal
love, omnipotent power; and infinite wisdom, rules, governs,
and orders mightily and tenderly from sea to sea, from eternity
to eternity, as the beginning and end of all things, and in whose
hands rest the eternal pontificate and royal priesthood, the em-
pires, kingdoms, principalities, governments and states, large
and small, families and individuals, as in an eternal priest:
emperor and king of emperors and kings, lord of lords, creator
of the heavens and the earth, the elements, birds, fishes, animals,
plants, and of every creature, spiritual and corporal, rational
and irrational, from the highest cherub to the lowliest ant and
tiniest butterfly, and to His glory and honor and that of His
most holy and blessed Mother, our lady, the Virgin Mary, door
of heaven, ark of the covenant, in whom were vested the manna
of heaven, the rod of divine justice, the arm of God, and His
law of grace and love as the mother of God, sun, moon, north
star, guide, and advocate of mankind; and to the honor of the
seraphic father, Saint Francis, image in body and soul of Christ
God, His royal standard bearer and patriarch of the poor, all of
whom I take as my patrons and advocates, guides, protectors,
and intercessors that they may pray to God so that all my
thoughts, words, and deeds may be directed to the service of
God, the increase of the faithful, the extension of our holy
church, and the service of the most Christian king, Don Philip,
our lord, most firm pillar of our holy Catholic faith. May God

1. From a photograph of a certified copy in the Archivo General de Indias,
Patronato, legajo 22, ramo 13. There is a copy in Pacheco y Cdrdenas, Coleccion
de Documentos Inéditos, vol. xvi, pp. 88-141, in which the proper names are
.rather badly garbled. These have been pretty well ironed out by F. W.‘ Hodge
In a study on the “Pueblo Names in the Ofiate Documents,” in New Mexico His-
torical Review, vol. X (1935), pp. 36-47. This article we are including among the

Ofiate documents, as an indispensable guide to these pueblo names, and we are
most grateful to its author for permission to do so.
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330 ONATE, COLONIZER OF NEW MEXICO, 1595-1628

prosper him many years, and also the crown of Castile, and the
extension of its kingdoms and provinces.

Be it known to all present, or who may come later, how I,
Don Juan de Oriate, governor, captain general, and adelantado
of New Mexico, of its kingdoms and provinces, and those adja-
cent and neighboring, discoverer, settler, and pacifier of them
and of the said kingdoms, for the king our lord, state: that by
virtue of the appointment and title which his majesty now con-
fers upon me as governor, captain general, and adelantado, not
counting greater honors promised me by virtue of his royal
ordinances and two royal cedulas, two other modifying cedulas,
and chapters of letters from the king our lord, dated at Valencia
on January 26, 1586, at San Lorenzo, July 19, 1589, January 14,
1593, June 21, 1595, and a final royal cedula dated April 2 of
this past year, 159, in which, in spite of competition from other
persons, his majesty approves of the choice made of my person
and qualifications, ratifying and continuing my appointment.
And having come now in search of the said kingdoms and prov-
inces with my head officials, captains, alféreces, soldiers, and
men of peace and war to settle and pacify, and with a great
assemblage of necessary equipment such as wagons, carts, car-
riages, horses, oxen, sheep, and other livestock, and many mar-
ried people, so I find myself this day with my entire army, with
more people than I led out of Santa Birbara, camped at the
bank of the river called Del Norte at a place close to and neigh-
boring upon the first settlements of New Mexico. Through
these settlements there passes a road for carts, wide and level,
that I have opened, after marching close to one hundred leagues
over uninhabited country, so that it may be traveled without
difficulty.

And as I wish to take possession of the land on this day of the
Ascension of the Lord, the goth of April of this present year of
1598, with the help of Juan Pérez de Donis,? his majesty’s notary
and secretary of the expedition and jurisdiction of the said king-
doms and provinces, in the name of the most Christian king our
lord, Philip, second of this name, and of his successors (may
they be many and very happy), and for the royal crown of

2. This act of possession was celebrated at the pass of the Rio Grande, modern
El Paso. See above, the “Record of the Marches,” pp. 314-315.
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THE ACT OF TAKING POSSESSION, 1598 331

Castile and the monarchs who have ruled over it, for and on
behalf of that kingdom and my said province, relying and stand-
ing on the only and absolute power of the eternal holy pontiff
and king, Jesus Christ, son of the living God, universal head of
the church, first and only steward of His sacraments, foundation
and cornerstone of the Old and New Testaments, the beginning
and perfection of the Scripture, present in heaven and earth,
not only as God and as consubstantial with His eternal Father
who as creator of all things is the only absolute and natural
master of them, and as such He may do and undo, order and
command at will whatever He wishes, but also as man, to whom
His eternal Father as such and because He is the son of man
and because of His sorrowful and painful death and triumphant
and glorious resurrection and ascent and the special title of
Universal Redeemer, which He earned through it, granted
omnipotent power, authority, and jurisdiction, in civil and crim-
inal cases, over high and low, and power of life and death, both
in the kingdoms of heaven and on earth; and in His hands He
placed the scales of justice, the reward and punishment of the
whole world, making Him not only king and judge, but also
universal shepherd of believers and unbelievers, so that they
may listen to His voice, believe and follow Him, and remain in
the fold of the Christian people; and He is also the universal
shepherd of those who have not heard His voice and evangelic
word, and who to the present are ignorant of Him, those who
should be brought into His divine flock and knowledge, since
they belong to Him and He is their legitimate and universal
shepherd.

Wherefore, when about to ascend to His eternal Father, He
left as His earthly vicar and substitute, Saint Peter, the prince
of the apostles, and his legitimately elected successors. To them
He entrusted the kingdom, power, and empire, and the keys of
heaven, in the same manner as Christ God himself had received
them from His eternal Father as the head and master of the
universe. To his successors, servants, ministers, and vicars, Saint
Peter left not only ecclesiastical jurisdiction and spiritual do-
minion, but also, forever, temporal jurisdiction and power,
double-edged authority, in order that by themselves or through
their children the emperors and kings, whenever and in what
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332 ONATE, COLONIZER OF NEW MEXICO, 1595-1628

manner they deemed it convenient or necessary, could trans-
form this jurisdiction and temporal power into action; that
later, as occasion and necessity arose, they might exercise it,
availing themselves of the all-embracing temporal authority of
the secular power, both by itself, with armadas and armies, on
sea and land, in their own and in the various barbarous nations,
with their imperial pennants, banners, and flags of the cross,
subduing the different barbarous nations, smoothing the way
for the evangelical preachers, safeguarding their lives and per-
sons, avenging the offenses they might receive after these spiri-
tual advisers had been accepted, restraining and checking the
bestial and savage ferocity of the natives; and the friars, in the
name of Almighty Christ God (who ordered His gospel
preached throughout the world) , were extending by His author-
ity and right, the limits of the Christian fold and broadening
His empire, aided also by the hand of His children, the erhperors
and kings, among whom are our lord, King Philip of Castile
and Portugal, of the West and East Indies, discovered and undis-
covered, known and unknown, and by the apostolic and pon-
tifical power, jurisdiction and authority entrusted to the mon-
archs of Castile and Portugal and their successors by his Holi-

~ness, Alexander VI, through his divine and extraordinary

inspiration, infallible according to Christian piety. Thus, God
never fails His vicar in such important matters, as the vicar is
His representative. Experience teaches the truth, demonstrated
over a long period of time and attested with infallible certainty
by the confirmation of the empire and dominion of the West
and East Indies to the kings of Castile and Portugal and their
successors, and transmitted by the hands of the militant church
of Alexander VI, of glorious memory, and by all succeeding
pontiffs to the present day. -

It was upon this solid foundation that Governor Don Juan
de Oiiate, in the name of his majesty, took possession of these
kingdoms and provinces. This authority to take possession is
reinforced by many other serious and well-founded reasons,
which move him to this act and give sound justification for it.
With the aid of God and His blessed Mother and the emblem
of the cross, in the hands of the evangelical ministers, sons of
the seraphic father, Saint Francis, success will be assured.
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THE ACT OF TAKING POSSESSION, 1598 338

The first and not the least important consideration in the
present case is the innocent death of the missionaries of the holy
gospel, true sons of Saint Francis, Fray Juan de Santa Maria,
Fray Francisco Lépez, and Fray Agustin Rodriguez? first dis-
coverers of this land, who gave their lives and shed their blood
in the provinces of the Holy Evangel, where they suffered a
cruel and unmerited death. After having been accepted by these
Indians and welcomed into their pueblos and houses, these friars
remained alone among them in order to preach to them the
word of God and to learn their language, trusting in the con-
sideration and fine treatment shown them. They always sought
the welfare of the natives, not only during the time that the few
soldiers, who were only eight in number, were there, but also
afterward when they remained alone. Against all natural law,
the natives returned evil for good and killed those innocent
fathers, who had done them no harm, and who, to the best of
their ability, were trying to give them a better life through the
word of the law of grace. Were there no other cause or reason,
this would have been sufficient to justify the entrada, not to
mention the punishment and correction of sins against nature
and humanity among these bestial nations, which it behooves
the king and prince, as such a mighty lord, to correct and sup-
press. The missionaries, in his royal name, are lending assistance
in this matter. Aside from these reasons, the Christian aim is the
baptism and salvation of the souls of so many children among
these heathens, for they do not acknowledge or obey their true
Father, God, nor can they, spiritually speaking, know Him ex-
cept through these means, as long experience in all these lands
has demonstrated. While they may come to know Him through
baptism, they cannot preserve their faith or persevere in it if
they remain among idolatrous and heathen people who oppose
this undertaking. Moreover, the will of God is that they shall
all be saved and that the aim and purpose of His word and death
shall reach everyone. God must be obeyed, and not men, even
though they be judges or friars, and kingdoms and cities stand

3. The three friars of the Chamuscado-Rodriguez expedition which reéxplored
New Mexico in 1581-82. See Hammond and Rey, The Gallegos Relation of the
Rodriguez Expedition to New Mexico, and J. Lloyd Mecham, “The Second Span-
ish Expedition to New Mexico,” in New Mexico Historical Review, vol. 1 (1926),
pPp. 265-291.
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334 ONATE, COLONIZER OF NEW MEXICO, 1595-1628

in the way. One lone soul is more precious than the whole world
or its high offices, riches, or estates.

Aside from these reasons, there are others on which this en-
deavor rests. There are great temporal benefits (for the spiri-
tual good is priceless) which these savage nations, in their com-
merce and association with us, are acquiring by their orderly
association and management of their cities, living like civilized
people in justice and understanding, increasing their trade and
mechanical arts, and some of them the liberal arts. Thus they
enrich their republics with new livestock, brood animals, grain,
vegetables, provisions, clothing, and fruits. In this way they
discreetly organize the economic life of their families, homes,
and persons, clothing the naked, and improving the garments
of those already clothed. There is one other reason, finally, that
they will be governed in peace and justice, with protection for
their homes and highways, defended and protected against their
enemies by the power and resources of our mighty king, whose
rule brings genuine benefit and liberty, and that they will have
in him a father, who, at his own cost and through his grants
and favors, sends them, from such remote lands, preachers and
ministers, and judges and protectors;, with instructions of peace,
harmony, kindness, and love as a real father; this peace they
shall maintain to the end at all cost and always preserve it
faithfully.

Wherefore, resting our claim on the aforesaid solid argu-
ments, let the said possession be taken. And so it was done, in
the presence of the most reverend father, Fray Alonso Martinez,
apostolic commissary, who had full power over this expedition
to New Mexico and its provinces, and in the presence of the
reverend fathers of the order of Saint Francis, his fellow workers
of the Holy Evangel. They are Fray Francisco de San Miguel,
Fray Francisco de Zamora, Fray Juan de Rozas, Fray Alonso
de Lugo, Fray Andrés Corchado, Fray Juan Claros, and Fray
Cristébal de Salazar; and the beloved lay brothers, Fray Juan
de San Buenaventura and Fray Pedro de Vergara, who are tak-
ing part in this expedition and conversion. Present, likewise,
were the maese de campo general, Don Juan de Zaldivar Ofiate,
the chief officials, most of the captains and officers of the army,
and the soldiers and colonists. Before them I state that in the
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THE ACT OF TAKING POSSESSION, 1598 335

name of the most Christian king, Don Philip, our lord, sole
defender and protector of holy mother church, and its true son,
and for the crown of Castile and the kings of his glorious lineage
who may reign there, for and on behalf of my said province
I take and seize tenancy and possession, real and actual, civil
and natural, one, two, and three times, one, two, and three times,
one, two, and three times, and all the times that by right I can
and should, at this said Rio del Norte, without excepting any-
thing and without limitations, including the mountains, rivers,
valleys, meadows, pastures, and waters. In his name I also take

possession of all the other lands, pueblos, cities, towns, castles,

fortified and unfortified houses which are now established in the
kingdoms and provinces of New Mexico, those neighboring and
adjacent thereto, and those which may be established in the
future, together with their mountains, rivers, fisheries, waters,
pastures, valleys, meadows, springs, and ores of gold, silver, cop-
per, mercury, tin, iron, precious stones, salt, morales, alum,
and all the lodes of whatever sort, quality, or condition they may
be, together with the native Indians in each and every one of the
provinces, with civil and criminal jurisdiction, power of life
and death, over high and low, from the leaves of the trees in
the forests to the stones and sands of the river, and from the
stones and sands of the river to the leaves in the forests.

I, Juan Pérez de Donis, his majesty’s notary and clerk, certify
and attest that the said governor, captain general, and ade-
lantado of the said kindoms and provinces, as a sign of true
and peaceful possession, observing the requirements of the law,
personally nailed on a living tree the holy cross of our redeemer,
Jesus Christ, which had been prepared for this purpose. Turn-
ing toward it, his knees on the ground, he said: “Cross, Holy
Cross that thou art, divine gate of heaven, altar of the only and
essential sacrifice of the body and blood of the son of God, way
of the saints and the attainment of His glory, open the door of
heaven to these heathens, establish the church and altars where
the body and blood of the son of God may be offered, open to
us the way to security and peace for their preservation and ours,
and give to our king, and to me in his royal name, peaceful
possession of these kingdoms and provinces for His blessed glory.
Amen.”
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336 ONATE, COLONIZER OF NEW MEXICO, 1595-1628

Thereupon he immediately raised the royal standard, like-
wise with his own hands, and the arms of the most Christian
king, Don Philip, our lord. This standard had embroidered on
one side the imperial arms and on the other the royal. At the
time when the aforesaid took place, the bugle was sounded and
the harquebuses were fired, with a great rejoicing that was evi-
dent to all. His lordship, the governor, captain general, and
adelantado ordered that this document of possession be attested
and that it be stamped with the great seal of his office, and that,
signed and endorsed with my name and rubric, it be preserved
for eternal memory with the documents of the expedition and
province, and that one, two, or more copies be made, with the
said attestation, and that it be recorded in the book of the
province immediately. The governor signed it with his name,
witnessed by the above-mentioned most reverend fathers, Fray
Alonso Martinez, apostolic commlssary, Fray Francisco de San
Miguel, Fray Juan de Rozas, Fray Francisco de Zamora, Fray
Alonso de Lugo, Fray Andrés Corchado, Fray Juan Claros, Fray
Cristébal de Salazar, Fray Juan de San Buenaventura, Fray
Pedro de Vergara, and by my maese de campo general, Don
Juan de Zaldivar Oniate, and the other chief officials, captains,
and soldiers afore-mentioned. On the day of the Ascension of
the Lord, April go, last day of the month of this year, 1598.
Don Juan pE ORATE.

And I, Juan Pérez de Donis, his majesty’s royal notary and
secretary of the expedition and province of New Mexico, was
present and attached here my signature in testimony of the
truth. Juan P£rEz peE DoNfs, notary.

This is a copy, accurately and faithfully made from the
original, which remains in the archives of the province, signed
and endorsed by the aforesaid, Juan P£RrREz DE DONIS, royal no-
tary and government secretary.

And I, Juan Gutiérrez, captain of the king our lord, and secre-
tary of the said province, by order of the governor, who here
attached his name, ordered the said copy made, which is ac-
curate, truthful, and corrected. It was witnessed by Juan Ve-
larde, Antonio Conte de Herrera, and Cristébal de Herrera. In
testimony of the truth, I signed it. Juan GUTIERREZ BOCANEGRA,
secretary.
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ORDER OF VICEROY VELASCO,
MARCH 6, 1608

OrpER REQUIRING THE GOVERNOR OF NEwW MEXICO TO SEND A
SQuap or MEN TO DEFEND THE SPANIARDS FROM THE APACHES.}

WHaEREAs Father Fray Lizaro Ximénez, of the order of Saint
Francis, who returned recently from the provinces of New Mex-
ico and is now going back, has reported to me that the Spaniards
and the Christian and peaceful natives in New Mexico are
frequently harassed by attacks of the Apache Indians, who de-
stroy and burn their pueblos, waylay and kill their people by
treachery, steal their horses and cause other damages, and that,
as a result of ineffective measures to remedy this situation, the
teaching of the gospel, the Spaniards, and everything connected
with them are despised by the natives and produce much scorn
and criticism, wherefore the viceroy has asked me to send the
governor of those provinces a number of armed soldiers to pro-
tect and defend the land; therefore, in consultation with Licen-
tiates Don Pedro de Otalora, Diego Ntuiiez Morquecho, and
Doctor Juan Quesada de Figueroa, judges of this royal audi-
encia, by these presents I order that, in accordance with the
number of people and arms available in the presidio in New
Mexico, the governor must send out an adequate patrol to put
a stop to the above outrages and to defend the friendly Indians
and the horses. The ways and means to accomplish this we leave
to his discretion. Mexico, March 6, 1608. Don Luis pE VELASCO.
By order of the viceroy, ALonso Parpo.

1. From a photograph of the copy preserved in the Archivo General de Indias,
Audiencia de México, legajo 27. These Apaches were undoubtedly Navaho
Indians. In the early years of the Spanish era in New Mexico, the warlike
tribes were all called Apaches, from the Zufii word epachu, meaning enemy,
their designation for the Navaho. Occasionally the Spaniards spoke of Apaches
de Navajé, but after a time this was shortened to Navajé, the term by which
this people has ever since been known.
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