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New Mexico, 1706-1773

[Report of Don Francisco Cuervo y Valdez. July 13, 1706] #°

Don Francisco Cuervo y Valdez, under date of July 13, 1706, makes
a report to his Majesty on the following :

He says that he has previously given notice of the two new settlements,
one of Spanish settlers in the villa of Albuquerque, and the other of
Christian Indians in the pueblo and mission of Santa Maria de Gracia de
Galisteo. He remits a petition made to him by the secular cabildo of the
villa of Santa F¢, representing the great importance to that kingdom and
the scttlers therein of forming and establishing a new presidio at a middle
station along the road on one of the best sites which the said northern
kingdom affords.

[Council]

Council, January 1, 1711. Send this to the sefior fiscal.

[Reply of the senor fiscal, Madrid, January 16, 1711 ]

The fiscal, having full knowledge of the résumé of this letter, and hav-
ing seen the two others which accompany and are mentioned in it, says:
that both because of the long time which has elapsed, so that the present
condition of this affair in unknown, and also because the formation of a
new presidio entails considerable cost and expenditure—the appropriation
therefor being even a greater impossibility, as money is indeed lacking for
those presidios which it is now indispensable to maintain, and for which
appropriation has been made—it would seem that for all these reasons
there is no room for discussion of the recommendation that a report be
requested from the viceroy concerning the representation of this governor.
[The king] in Council will command as he sees fit. Madrid, January
16, 1711,

The governor himself reports on August 18, 17006, concerning the lack of
mussionaries for those parts. [Santa Fé, August 18, 1700]

Sir: The extensive province of Navajo is the seat, establishment, and
dwelling-place of numerous rancherias of heathen Indians of this name.
It extends about one hundred leagues from south to north to the bounda-
ries of the numerous nations of Yutas, Carlanas, and Comanches. To the
east it begins on our frontiers which describe a semicircle through the
following places: El Pefiasco de las Huellas, the San Antonio, Jara, and
Culebra rivers, the old pueblo of Chama, Embudo de la Piedra T.umbre,
the pueblos of Christian Indians of San Juan, Santa Clara, San Ildefonso,
San Buenaventura de Cochiti, San Felipe, Santa Ana, Zia, the jurisdic-
tions of the Valle de la Cafiada, Chimayo, Pecuries, Thaos, the post of
San Francisco del Bernalillo, the new villa of Albuquerque, San Diego
¥y San Juan de los Xemes, Rio Puerco, Zivolleta [Sevilleta], San Joseph
de la Laguna, El Pefiol de San Estevan de Acoma, the places of Santa

26 A G, 1., 67-3-10. (Guadalajara 116.)
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New Mevico, Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries

Ana, EI Nacimiento, and El Morro, and the extended provinces of Zufii
and Moqui. The line thus extends, from one extreme to the other, about
three hundred leagues. Directly to the west, the dividing line is the large
river which, according to report, flows to the sea.

In all this distance there live innumerabhle Indians of the same [Navajo)
nation, though without the knowledge which those living nearer receive
from us, dwelling, as they do, in the territory extending from those
frontiers to the banks and valleys of the said large river, maintainine
themselves from their fields. They cultivate the soil with great industr;
sowing corn, beans, squash, and other seeds, such as those of chile, whic};
they use, having found them in the towns of our Christian Indians of
this kingdom. Vet this is nothing new among these Apaches, for when-
ever they are sedentary they do the same tliings. They make their cloths
of wool and cotton, sowing the latter and obtaining the former from the
flocks which they raise. Although these things are true, the adversary of
mankind, never slacking his insinuations one tittle, has perturbed the
spirits of these Navajo Apaches on manv occasions, as has been seen in
the continuous wars which they waged from the conquest of this king-
dom up to the time of the general revolt of the fatal year 1680. These
wars they have continued from the year 1693 until last year, 1703, when
they were halted by the war which I waged vigorously against them be-
cause of their great crimes, their audacity, and their reckless depredations
upon the frontiers and pueblos of this kingdom.

From these sanguinary operations the kingdom has attained the quiet,
peace, and tranquillity which it now enjoys. Indeed, the principal captain
of this extended province, who is called in the native language Perlaja (as
I have reported to your Majesty in my previous letters), has sent to me to
ask for peace. Fe, being as he is the chief of all these provinces, sent
various special embassies under different captains who in my presence
have declared for peace through the interpreters. I am also convinced and
very certain that at this time, and both before and afterwards, they sent
many embassies to the said pucblos and {rontiers of the Christian Indians,
to learn from the governors, chiefs, and other captains about the kindness
and affection which 1 have manifested toward the latter, and the good
treatment which I have given them, defending them from the Apaches
themselves as well as from enemies of other nations.

With such good advice and reasoning the [Christian Indians] have
encouraged them so much that, entirely losing their fear, still other
captains have come on behalf of the said Perlaja and in the name of the
other dwellers in those parts, saving that they are all of one mind and are

f resolved to gather together and be reduced to formal settlements and live
; like people (to use their own words), giving obedience to your Majesty
and receiving the holy water of baptism. Their good faith is attested by
the confidence with which they continue to barter and trade on our said
frontiers and in our pucblos, appearing remorseful and uneasy at having
given occasion for the punishment recently inflicted upon them. This
blow, I doubt not, Sir, has been the incentive and attraction which has
brought them to this resolution. Not only are ministers lacking for
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New Mexico, 1706-1773 383

hese new reductions and conversions of heathen, but also for the ad-
ainistration of the holy sacraments and for the spiritual exercises of
raying and teaching the Christian doctrine in the Christian pueblos, for
here are many of these pueblos which are governed as wisitas without
ainisters. Therefore their inhabitants lack spiritual guidance and cannot
ulfil their obligation as they ought. . . . Santa Fé, August 18, 1706.
‘rancisco CUERVO Y VALDEZ.*'

[Don Francisco Cuervo y Valdez to his Majesty.
Santa Fé, October 18, 1706] **°

Sir: Since the year 1696, in which occurred the third revolt of the
ifteen pueblos of this kingdom and provinces of New Mexico, concerning
vhich I have given your Majesty accounts inserted in many parts of my
etters, most of the Christian Indians of the pueblo of San Lorenzo,
selonging to the Pecuries nation, have been out in the unknown land in
he rancherias of various heathen nations who inhabit the wide provinces
>f the plains. There they had sought refuge in the asylum of barbarity,
out they found, instead of the relief which they sought, labor twice as
rreat as that which they had endured. For, many of them being able-
odied men, they were made captives and held as slaves and obliged to
o all kinds of work. In this they have suffered such hardship that in an
>ffort to escape from their oppressors, they have sent several times to
ask my predecessors, the governors, to send squadrons of soldiers to take
hem away and restore them to their old pueblo. Being unsuccessful on
:hose occasions, they repeated their request to me, confident that I would
1eed them since they were Christians and vassals of your Majesty. I
considered their weighty arguments and their pressing and urgent neces-
sity, and resolved to send at once a company of forty soldiers, composed
of twenty-eight presidial guards and twelve settler-militiamen with one
hundred Christian Indian allies from these pueblos and missions. The
company set out from this villa of Santa Fé on July 13, under the com-
mand of the sargento mayor of this kingdom, Juan de Uribarri.?*® He

217 F, R. B,, Sevilla, Feb. 10, 1915.

18 A, G. 1., 67-3-10. (Guadalajara 116.)

218 During the reconquest of New Mexico by De Vargas in the latter part of the
eighteenth century some of the Pueblo Indians fled to a place known as El Quartelejo, or
El Cuartelejo. In 1706 the governor of New Mexico despatched an expedition, com-
manded by Captain Juan de Uribarri, to bring back the fugitives and others there
enslaved. This expedition “journeyed through the Jicarilla country of Northeastern
New Mexico, the Carlana country south of the Arkansas and then eastward from near
present day Pueblo, Colorado, to the Cuartelejos in Eastern Colorado of today.” A. B.
Thomas, “ Spanish Exploration of Oklahoma,” in Oklahoma Hist. Soc., Quarterly
(Norman, 1928), p. 11. W. E. Dunn (" Spanish Reaction Against the French Advance
Toward New Mexico, 1717-1727," in Mississippi Valley Hist. Rev., I1: 350, note 8,
December 1915) says that “ruins believed to be those of El Quartelejo have been
discovered in Scott County, Kansas.” More lately, A. B. Thomas (Ajfter Coronado:
Spanish Exploration northeast of New Mexico, 1696-1727, Norman, 1935, p. 19) has
located El Cuartelejo “in the branches of present Horse Creck in either western Kiowa
or southern Lincoln county,” Kansas.
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